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PHE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

his honors, health and wealth. But
change the picture as you will, and
there is little or no change in the
conduct of brethren. ,The fickle
twvorld may hiss ‘nstead of applaund,
but Masonry is ever the same.
regards not the outer man, but the
inner man of the heart. The Mystic
Tie binds like no other tie. “Once a
Mason always a Mason.” Yes, even
though merit decrease under the
blighting blows of adversity. Free-
magonry still extends the hand of
friendship and brotherly love. WkLen
wealth departg, Freemasonry acts not
like tbe publican, who passes the
suppliant by on the other side, but
like the Good Samaritan, who pours
oil into the wounds of the distressed
one, cares for him until he is able to
oare for himself, and aids him to re-
cover his old position, so that he in
tarn may aid others. When disease
supplants health, or death snatches a
brother from his family, and leaves
them dependent and in distress, Ma-
gonry aids as it can the sufferer to
battle with sorrow, sickness or
death. An evening with my Ma-
gonic brethren proves all this.

We reserve the happiest thought
for the close—not the best in every
genge, but in a certain important
sense. There is no social enjoyment
equal to that which prevails when
labor is over in the lodge, and the
brethren are ascembled around the
gocial board. It is a dinner party, a
social and convivial gathering, a joy-
ous merrymeking, an intellectual feast
and a Magonie lodge all in one. There
is nothing like it. We all know each
.other, for we are gll brethren. We
all are ready to contribute, each as
much as we can, to the common fund
of enjoyment. Nowhers is brotherly
love more fully displayed than at the
Mesouio banquet board. We eat,
drink, and are merry. We forget dull
care, and engage in innocent mirth.
In turn we sing & good song, toll a
good story and mecke a good spzech.
The hours pass quickly by; so that
ou evening with oar Basonic breth.

It.

ren is passed before we are aware of
it. Let us value as we should the
fraternity which affords us so much
profit and pleasure. There ig noue
other like it, no not one.—Keystone.

LATE HOURS AT MASONIC
GATHERINGS,

Freemasonty calls the attention of
every oandidate to the importance of
rightly dividing the passing hours,
and appropriating them to proper
uses. One portion of the day is
allotted to work, another to the de-
velopment of the moral nature and
the services of benevolence, and
still another part is devoted to re-
freshment and sleep. There should
be & careful adjustment of these
saveral sections that no one of them
be infringed upon, and no demand of
the moral, soeial, intellectual or phy-
sioal being, be allowed to pass un-
heeded. Fresmasonry is intended to
build up the whole manhood. Tt
recognizes the various elements of
human nature, and would provide for
all, so that the result may be a
healthy, hearty life—a full-formed,
symmetrioal and vigorous manhood.

T'o this end all excesses need to be
avoided. It is not wise to crowd teo
much work, or too much play, info
cne occasion. It is mnot well to
practice a ceremony ‘o unsessonable
length, or continue festivities beyond
well approved limits. Weariness of
the flesh and weariness of the mind
is sure to follow a tension long con-
tinued, even though the service %o
which attention is given may be
every way pleasing and edifying.
And then, possibly, there is a neglect
somewhers; a want of sleep and rest,
by which the body suffers and be-
comes enfesbled. All this ought to
be gnardsd against go far as possiblae,
that Freemasonry may express itself
most truly and sccomplish its higha, ¢
usofalness.

‘We ore moved to this word of ze-
minder by onr knowledge of the fash
thet earnest, zealous brethren, having




