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choire, or *“quires’ ag the word is still spelled in the book of
common prayer.

In every well constructed and rightly arranged Church, there
in a place epecislly provided for the leading singers of the con-
gregation, which place, (as well a8 the proper < ccupsnts of 1t,)
is elways called “the chow,” or *the quire,” It ¢ situate at
that end of the Church which is always called * the esstecnd,”
whether the building be onentated or not, It 18 somewhat
narrower than the main building, and is usually scparated by an
srch, called the chancel arch,  In Churches which have not deep
srchitectural chancels, the choir is frequently catenged a little into
the nave, ot main body of the structure, for & better accommoda.
tion of the choir and clergy. Tho scparation between the choris.
ters and the remsinder of the people is, for order’s sake, generally
made spparent by a slight railing.  The space called * the
quire,” is 80 designated because it is set apart for the use of the
quire. That body, bo it observed, cmbraces the officiating clergy
as well as & number of Iay persons,—men and boys. Theso
sre sclected, on account of natural gifts and acquired proficiency,
to minister in the groat congregation by guiding the devotional
songs and responscs of their brethren 3 and also, (if sufficiently
skilled in sscred hatmony sud the more claborate music of the
Church,) in cdifying the people by singing the Church’s
anthcms.

The upper part of the quire, whero the Lord's tablc is sct, is
veserved for the use of the clergy during the administration of
the Holy Communion. At other times they are supposed to be
in their own scats in the choir; taking their proper part in
Divine service, and overseeing the conduct of the choir, egpecially
of its junior members.  There can beno doubt that the presence
of the clergy in the choir must always excrciso & wholesomo
influence. They are in fact, the real heads of that body ;—the
legitimate orderers both of the song and of the singers of the
sanctuary. From these singers they should never bo scparated,
by being clevated above them in modern step-laddered contriv.
ances called readiog-desks. ¢ Tho reading-desk,” (says the
Rev. John Jebb, Iate Prebendary of Limerick, in his admira-
ble work on the Chorel scrvice of the United Church of England
and Ireland, A. D. 1843,) “'is a picco of furniture altogether
unknown to our ancicnt choirs, Tho officiating Pricst merely
read from his stall.”  “Thero is no ancicnt precedent’’ (he says
shortly after,) “tfor placing tho reading-desk for peegeess, in
the centre of the Choir, with itsback to tho altar. This should
be the case with the lectern for tho lessons only. Neither
should the choir be scparated from the officiating clergy by
being placed in & western gallery,—at the very farthest extremity
of the church! This Iatter dorangenicnt, wo must term it, of all
Ecclesiastical propriety, is g0 utterly destructive of the fair
features of our beautiful Liturgy, and is so complétely at
variance with the usage of the Haly Catholic Church during
her earlicst and purest days, that we offer no .apology for
dwelling a little on the subject.

In a very carefully drawn up ¢ Report of a Committee of the
Church Society of this Diocese, appointed to prepare, under the
sanction of the Lord Bishop, suggestions and instructions to
persons engaged in building or enlarging- churches,” we find
the following passage :—

«16. Oxom~—1n all ancient churchies, and in many modern oaes, provise
fon fs made for the sccommodation of Clergy in the Chaacel, where those
who are not otberwiss officiating are supposed to be leading the Congre-
gation, both in those ordinaty responses, and in those portions which are
sung by tbe mr tion, Seats facing cach othier are accondingly provided
for on side of tho chancel, at the part nearest to the congregs-
tion. Thess scata are raised one or two steps, and should be at Jesst three
feet from back to front, and provided with suitable accommodation for
kneeling. Where that is not convenient, it will be found more . eondudive
to congregational worship, to place the singers in seats fronting each other
gext to the cbancel, rather than fn a ceparate gallery, at the weet end of
the eh.xlxlreh. Thi& likewise has &t b;ngi nug’i cbo:: an lmverm-m
often shewn by, the or singers; by og them more. in con
with {ho Ole%.m tbo?rng eys and that of the congregation. Some
such arrangement ia in accordance with the universal practice of sncient
churches down to & comparatively receat period.” .

We next invite the attention of our readers to a passsge from
the eame Reverend John Jebb, quoted above,~sn authority in
such matters confessedly inferior to none now living 1—

" No ancient preosdeot whatever, oan bs shewn for the modemn arrange-
tmen, common in Patish churches, of placing the potmanent o7 in the

an-lofl.  The very name of ehoir, as applied 1o a particular locality of
the churoh, points out the absurdity of an arrangement, al war with’the

sl chatnotet of the olioral service, sad with the propriety of its
petformanse  The Lay singers are thus enmpletely cot off from the Olergy,
sod pressot the memme of A mers orchestsat an {{ the Litorgy and
the musio of, the ehurch were altogether aeparate things,  This qustomn is
of farelgn origin.  Tn the Rawaw ahnire though the rezular olerical mem-
bera still tetain their propet places in their atalln, the socularits of nore
:m';dem :’x‘mu l'm mm&u&?d' hired 'l;ymef;. an{d often th‘e‘»ét\iml singers,
nina o axorgle that aperatic etyle of masie, which abroad has
v mguchﬂ'zu meded the eob:pd of ma{uinn ahd Allegri. Ttisao f:r

wall, that such profane performers, if employed at all, shoold oocupy a
tank astioa) Yod!&mp:hnn othera bnt,nl::,;ux chureh mume and ebxz‘oh
singers ate not Yol a0 degonorsiad, thers fs no reason why we eheuld oopy
this bad exsmple,”

In another place the zatie writer says t—

“The gallery~=the tmoden place of parformance, is altogether an
!rmoutiog of later thines, abd Popish in i(apo‘-;igin. ab 81 idolatry
of music which provailed in Iialy, induced the sdmiltance of persons {ato
the choir who ware obriously unfit 10 sit among the olergy, aud, therefore
were placed like mere invtrumonta upon a Tofl, ™ Thero jx an Appearancg o
theatrical exhibitioa in this obtruelve elevation of the singam, frequently
atiracting the gaza of tha oongregation, Spothaps L should rather eay, of
the audlence,) below. ¢ * * Tho mlinisters of Divina worahlp, ruch
s lay clerks sod bo{!.or regularly appointed singers, lave a sacred office
to perform, and g this capacity should occupy 8 ;;)m near the Olergy.”
And again—* a choir should never ve fn a gallery.

The forcgoing extracts ars surcly quito sufficient to prove not
only that choir zud clergy should never Lo separated, but that
the modern excrescence of a west end orchestra is an innovation
of & thoroughly Popish origin. This comparatively recent
device scoms to suil the tastes alikc of Papists and Puritans;
(for in this, as in many other points clsc, *EXTREMES MERT g
but it is opposed o true Catholic usage; and of coursc, is
withering to genuine zongregational singing and responding,
like tho two systems which have adopted it. We have some-
times felt disposed to murmur because the Church Catholic in
Upper Canada is still without her cathedrals proper,—without
model churches, which should give the tone to parish churches
by reason of supcrior ccclesiastical propricty, both in wsage and
arrangement.” But perhaps wo have, after all, gained no small
advantage by the delay. Inthe mean time, most men's jdeas
of truo church architecture, &c., aro approximating to puritys
and correctness; so that cvery Diocese within the bounds of
the Province, may yet look forward to the privilege of possessing
a cathedral, freo from the incongruous deformity and anomaly
of such west end organ-lofts and orchestras, as are to be scen
in the Popish Cathedral in this city, and unbappily for us, in
our Protestant parish church of St. James. The latter error
can still be remedied at a comparatively trifling cost by placing
the organ in a chamber north of the chancel, opposite the
present Vestry room. This would tend more to God's glory
than the most wagnificent spire that can be erccted. That
would follow in goodl. tema »
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Norurvo Pxrisirzs.—In tho wondrous metamorphosis moment-
lﬂegoing on ov;'ﬁyhcrq in the univorso, thoro is change, but no loss.
t you ahould imagine this to bo pootrlv, and not.acience, T will
touch on the ovidenco that every beam of light, or every broath of
air, which falls upon an objoct, pémw.noni‘Y affectsit. In photogra.
phy wo seo tho effect of light very atrikingly cxhibited ; but perhaps
you will object that this provcs nothing morc than that light acts
upon an i surfaso. Yet in truth ﬁght acts upon, and morv or
less altors, the structure of overy objoct on which it falls.
Nor isthis all. If & wafor bo Iaid on & eurfaco of polished meta)
which is then breathed upon, and if, whon the moisture of the
broath has evaporated, tho wafer be shaken off, we shall find thyt

the wholo polished. surfaco is not as it -was before, although
senses can tﬁ?t_oct no differencs ; for if we breatho aga'in upoggit, ‘t’l‘;:

surface will bo moist everywhore, oxcopt on the i
sheltered by the.waer, wh?c; wﬁf now ap DpCAT 88 a?ﬁ':eﬂﬁ"ﬁ':;{
and again wo breathe, and the moisture eva-

mﬁ&,b b atill the poctral waf,
porates; bu hos wafer reap, This experiment s
‘ceeds afterthe Iapse of many months, if the metal %xep&mfsﬁy?&



