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At a meeting of the Club, on Thursday last, Capuin Beresford, of Newmarket, read the
following paper on the Caltivation of Roota:-

The uses of rootu were as weil known to the ancient Romans as tw an British farmer.:
and the winter-feeding of eaue with roota was practised even among the ancient Ganis.
Pliny remarks that " some Roman authors have treated of rapa in only a cursorv wav.
The Greeks more particularlv, but if a just order were obeerved, it should be mentioned
immediately after wheat, or at least after the bean ; for no other plant is so weil adapted
for food to all sorts of animals." But thotrgh the coltivation of the turnip was known tw
the ancients it has been left to the Britis husbandmen to make manifest its importance
and in the words of an English writer, " Turnip husbandry gready aided the transition
from the barbarous agricultural asages of the middle ages to the enlightened enes of the
present day; sad is now well known to every good farmer to be the sheet anchor, oz aune
q" no of the modern alternate and convertible husbandry." 'At what time the field
cultiration of Turnips was begun in Britain, is not, I believe. exactly known. They were
employed for domestic purposes at an early date. The field ultivation seems to have
been introduced from Flanders, and to have taken special root in Norfolk Wortidge, in
bis "Mysteries of Husbandry," printed in 1669, says:-" In Holland they sice their
turnips with their tops, and rape-eeed\kes and grain&, and tberewith make mahes for-
the coaws, and give it them warm, which the cors ett like hogs." And he complains o
the rreat neglect of ail similar uses of turnipe in the farm economy of England. The
ugul mode of sowing turnipo both in Flanders and in Norfolk was broad-cast and con-
tinued so for many years, until the introduction of thedrill system; and the benefit which
that system confere in respect to quantity of produce and economy of labour, together
with the facility it affords to liand hoeing and horse hoeing, and the land thereby being
cleansed and fertilized by this important crop, cannot be too fully appreciated. Under due
management it may be oonsidered that almost al kinds of soils which are capable of
thorough tillàe may be cropped of some kind &root, either turnip, parnip, carrot, or
mange-warl. lu Britain the practice is to fe-p ough the land intended for roots,. in
tis country the earlier in the fal this operation is performed the better, to alow time f&r
the w and seeds ta decompose, and as early in the spring as the sesson will permit,
tue d should.be plonghed again vel worked with the harrow and the cultivator.
With regard to the question of t efficient system of manuring land for a root crop,
an enqmry mto it is so vast, contains within it such abundant matter for discussion,
tuat I shall not enter into it, we should have% take inta account tUat which is best
adapted to-promote rapid early growth, to amist the plant to e~Slp destruction from
insect depredation, the efect upon the development of the root, the influence over the
chemical constitution of the root, both with regard to the general feeding and fattening
powers on the lire stock, and lastly to its adaptation to the uses of the succeeding crops
in the rotation-iu it is contained almost the entire science of agricultural chemiLatry ;
still withbout entering upon it, this much I believe, is recognized, that well rotted dung is
eetialy necessary to the eulture of the turnip, where it is used at ail. The turnip is
the most important root cultivated ; and whatever reat to it may be applied to the cul-
tare of mangel-wursel, carrots, etc., and as barn-yard manure is generally employed in
this country, I shall direct my remarks to the mode of cultivation under which I have

meen raised large crops of these roots. Where farm yard manure is used the raised drill
or rdge tbod is robably the best, the ridges are made either with a singIe east of the
double mould b= plough or a double one of the common plough, a cart with manure
follows, the dung is deposted in the sama made b7 the plough, etphough '
closes the ridges, covering the manure, and the-dr suceeds. A hgho
the sown rdges to cover the seeds. The distance between the drill sho not Se less
tha 2 inches, Tull appears to have used intervals of three feet. Mr.. Dawson, of Goodaa,
Boxburgshire, after sone rAidence in the county of Norfolk, adopted the drill system in
preference to the mode which he bad seen practised in tiat county. Mr. Dawson began


