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known by the wat2r running entirely clear, each wash-
ex seizes his own by the fore parts, plunges it deep in
fhe vat, and takmg advantage of the rebound, bifts it
out, setting 1t gently down on 1ts breech, on the plat-
torm. 1le then, if' the sheep is old or weak, (and it is
well inall cascs)) presses out some of the water from
the wool, and atter subrattmnz the sheep to a process,
presently to be adverted to, lets 1t o, There sheuld lu
no mud about the vat, the earth not emvered with sed
bomg graveled.  Sheep shiould be kept on elean pas-
tures, from washing to shearing—not where they can
come in contact with the ground, bt b gs, Sev—and
they should not be donven over dusty soads,

The washers should be strong aal ver ful men, and
protecled as they are, fronr any g bat the water tan-

g over the sides of the vat, they can lahor several

hours without iaconvenience, wnd without drinking

whiskey until they ecase to kuow whether a cheep s’

well washed or well treated, az was the Ll old sastuon.
"Two hundred sheep will ctnploy G vexpert men aot oves
half'a day, and L have known this rate much exeeedod,

It is a great object, not ouiy as a nuatter of propriety
and honesty, but even as a ruatter of profit, lo et the
wool clean, and of a snowy whitiness. 1t will always
sell for more than enouzh extra, in this conudition, to off~
set against the increased labor and the diminution in
weight,

SueariNg—Is always done in this country on the
threshing-floors of our barns, sometimes on low plat-
forras, but more comnionly on the tlvor itself. The
‘bay’ is divided by a temporary fence, one part being
usm{ for the yarding of the sheep, and the other for doing
up the wool, &c. The inclosure should communicate
by a door, with another and larger yard outside of the
barn. Both of these should be well littered down with
straw, and fresh straw thrown on occasionally, to keep
the sheep clean while shearing.  No chaff, or oiher sub-
stances which will stick in the wool, should be used for
this purpose.
sheep, on the morning chosen for shearing, a portion of
the flock sufficient to last the shearers hall a day, is
driven to the outside yard, and a convenient number

When the dew has driedd off from the,

It is difficult, if not impossible, to give intelligiblo
ipmctical instructions, which woull guide an entire no-
vice in skilfully shearing a sheep.  Practice is requisite,
Lhe following direetivus from the American Shepherd.s
arclcnrrcct, and are as plain perhaps, as they can be
made $
*“The shearer may place the sheep on that part of the
1her assizied to him, resting on its rumip, atd himsdf
in a posture with one (Lis right) knee on a cushion, and
the back of the animal resting aminst his lett thizh.—
He grasps the shears about halfsway from the pomt to
the bow , vex"iv 2 his thammb abog o the blade, which atlords
Tuta b tter commmand of the points, e may then com-
tmence cutting the wool at the brisket, and procceding
dewnward, all upon the sides of the belly, to the ex-
tremity of the nbs, the external sides of both thighs te
ihe (dues of the flanks s then back to the brishet, and
thetiee upward, shearing the wool trom the breast, front.
ard Dboth sides of the neck—but not yet the back of it—
ated alvo the poll or fore part, and top of the head. Now
" the * jecket is opened’ of the sheep, and its position and
it of the shearer, is changed, by being turned flat
‘npen its side, one knce of the shearer resting on the
yeushion, and the other gently pressing the fore quaiter
,of the aniinal, to prevent any struggling.  He then re-
sumes cuttiag upen the flank and nunp, and thenee on-
ward to the head. Thus one side is complete. The
sheep is then turned on to the other side, in doing which.
arcat care is requisite to prevent the fleece from being
- torn, and the shearer acts as upon the other, which finish-
es. le must thea take his sheep near to the door.
through which it is to pass out, and neatly trim the legs,
and leave not a solitary lock anywhere, as a harbour for
ticks. It is absolutely necessary for him to remove
from his stand, to trim, otherwise the useless stuff from
the legs becomes intermingled with the flecce-wool. In
the use of the shears, let the blades be laid as flat to the
shin as possible, not lower the points too much, nor cut
more than from one to two inches at a clip, frequently
not so much, depending on the part and compactness of
the wool.”
In addition to the above, I would remark that the wool
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into the bay. An assistant catches the sheep, lifts them ; should be cut off as close as conveniently practicable.
off from the floor, as already directed, and delivers them , and even. It may be cut foo close, so that'the sheep can
at the door, through the * breastwork,” to each shearer. | scarcely avoid ‘ sun-scald,’ but this is very unusual. If
The shearer, before taking the sheep, pichs off any loose | the wool is left ridgy and uneven, it betrays that want
straws sticking to its wool, and if dung adheres'to any | of workmanship which is so distasteful to every good
of the feet, brushes it off with a little Lesom formed ofy farmer.}  Great care should be taken, not to cut the
twigs, hung up near the door, for that purpose. The, wool twice in two, as inexperienced shearers are apt to
shearer then takes the sheep to his stand, and commen-,do. Tt isa great damage to the wool. It is done by
ces shearing. : cutting too far from the point of the shears, and suffer-

The floor or tables used for shearing, should be plancd, ing the yoints to get too elevated. Every time the
or wor perfectly smooth, so that they will not hold dirt | shears are pushed forward, the wool before”cut off by
or catch the wool. They all should be thoroughly, the points, say a quarter or three-eighths of an inch from
cleaned, and, if necessary, washed, preparatory to shear-, the hide, is again severed. To keep the fleece entire, so

ing. It is the catcher’s business to keep the floor con-
stantly swept, dung removed, &c. Having a new stand
or place swept for the shearer who has finished his
sheep, he catches him another, 2nd then clears up the
stand previously occupied. He first lifts the flecce,
gathers it up so that it shall not be torn or drawn asun-
der, and turning his arms so as to invert it, (i. ¢. bring
the roots of the wool downward,) deposits it on the fuld-
ing-table. He then picks up the * fiihs’ (small, loose
locks) left on the floor, which are Jdeposited in a basket
or ona corner of the table. Lastly, he sweeps the.spot
clean, to be again occupied by the shearer. ~An active
fellow will tend four shearers, and do up the fleeces.—
But he should not be hurried too much, or he canuot give
sufficient time to doing up. A small boy or two, are
handy to pick up fribs, sweep, &e.

If there arc any sheep in the pen, dirty from purging
or other causes, they should first be caught ont, to pre-
vent them from dirtying the others,

important to its good appearance when done up, (and
therefore to its saleableness,) it is very essential that the
sheep be held easily for dtself, so thatit will not strug-
gle violently. Tohold itstill by main strength, no man
can do, and shear it well. The posture of the shearer
should be such, that the sheep is actually confined to its
rosition, so that it is unable to start up suddenly and
tear its fleece, but it should not be confined there by se-
vere pressure or force, or it will be constantly kicking
and struggling.  Fleavy-handed, careless men, therefore
always complain of getting the most troublesome sheep.
The neck, for example, may be confined to the floar, by
placing it between the toe and the knee of the leg, on

* Pages 179, 180.

# I hold that a man is not Zalf a farmer, who has not a dash of
the asthetic mixed up with his utilitarlanism.  Profit should n®t
often be sacrificed to appearances, but where thev are strictly
compatible, he who disrcgards the latter, betrays a sordid and us-
cultivated mind.




