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British Father would never make peace, without consulting
. his red children. Has that come to pass? We never knew of
this peace. We are now told, it was made by our Great Father
beyond the water, without the knowledge of his war chiefs ;
that it is your duty to obey his orders. What is this to us?
Will these paltry presents pay for the men we have lost, both
in battle and on the road? Will they soothe the feelings of
our friends? Will they make good your promises tous? For
myself, I am an old man. I have lived long, and always found
the means of supporting myself, and I can do so still.”*

In this general retrospect, it has been no part of our object
to excite feclings which time has happily allayed. For our-
selves, we were willing, that the story of these enormities
should be forgotten. . The losses and sufferings were our
country’s, and we had little reason to. expect, that any attack
upon its character and conduct, from the party which inflicted
the injury, would render a public examination of these facts
necessary. But so it is; imposing charges have gone forth to
the world against us, and our relations with our aborigiral
neighbors have furnished the occasion for accusations, which
have been preferred in no measured terms. The subject has
been frequently discussed in the British journals, and always
in a tone of reproof and severity ; but it was reserved for the
sixtyfirst number of the London Quarterly Review, formally
to arraign and censure the United States, in an article, not
less reprehensible for its temper and sentiments, than false in
its statements and conclusions. Its whole scope can be fully
understood only by an examination; but its tone and spirit
may be estimated from a few quotations.

¢ If the mode of warfare of the Indians was ferocious, that of
the enemy with whom we had to contend [the Amcricans] was
cqually so.” p. 102.

‘However it may be attempted to preserve appearances by
fraudulent and compulsory purchases of land, and declarations of
benevolent intentions towards their injured possessors, it has al-
ways been the boast of American policy, that ¢ the Indians shall
be made to vanish before civilization, as the snow melts before the
sunbeam.”’. [The words printed ‘in italics, are marked in the
original as a quotation, and the idea is thus conveyed, that this
ferocious sentiment is an acknowledged maxim of the American

* From Joseph Rolette, Esq. of Prairie du Chien, who was present
at the interview.




