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THE FAIRY HARP.

. . eircumstance not a little enhanced by a scantiness of
provision, and a continued round of fatigueing duty that
scarcely left us an hour of the twenty-~four unemployed or
unmolested. Being in the immediate viéinity of an. ene~
my’s territory, the utmost alertness and precaution were

‘necessarily observable, the effects of which were suffi-
ciently distressing to both officers and men in the nightly
dispersion of advance picquets; and the double task of

) eutting and laying a road for the transport of artillery

and other munitions of war through the almost impene-
trable thickets of a cedar swamp, and felling and pre-
paring the materials for our wooden defences,—all which
gave the continuance of daylight an impressive charaeter
of its own which may be easily imagined. .

This intermixture of diurnal and nocturnal harrassing-
employ had continned for a time, and numerous repinings
were beginning to be murmirred by not a few of us,

‘agreeably diversified by divers ejaculatory epithets-on the
tardj,rregligence of those in charge of the provision wag- .
-gons—or a categorical elucidation of the miseries atten-
dent on the combination of hard-work ‘with_short allow-
ance, when the interes;,an@ _attention of us all were
strongly excited Wrﬁaﬂi turned into a differept chan-
rel, and caused the cravings of appetite and bodily exaus- §
-~ tion to become but a secondary consideration. The object g
Ve of this it is now my task to explain : as jt is thg subject
h " ‘which I am about to treat, or am professedly treating.
Our éhéampment,—-gvhich was a happy assemblage of
branch huts an;.l bark wigwams—the latter the domicilia-_
ry esections of our red brethren—was formed in the area
. made by the sudden extension at its point of termination
on ;eaching the river, of a small defile or glen, that con-




