T

viii * PREFACE.

R want of system and arrangement that sometimes ap-
pears in minuting down the incidents of these inter-

- views—for recording many of the most trivial opinions

: and criticisms of the Indians upon civilized modes,
3 - and also the odd and amusing (as well as grave) no-
! tions of the civilized world, upon Indian manners and
i appearance, which have got into my note-book, and
: « Which I consider it would be a pity to withhold.

"I have occasionally stepped a little out of the way,
also, to advance my own opinion upon passing scenes
and events; drawing occasional deductions, by con-
trasting savage with civilized life (the modes of the
“ Far West” with those of the F;ir East”); and, as
what I have written, I offer as matter of history, with-
out intending to injure any one, I do not see why I
should ask pardon for any possible offence that may
be given to the reader, who can only be offended by
imagining what never was meant.

During the series of lectures which I had been
giving in various parts of England, and in my own
country, wherein I had been contending for the moral
and religious elevation of the Indian character, many
of my hearers have believed that I-hdd probably been
led to over-estimate it, from the fact that I had beheld
it in the wilderness, where there was nothing better to

Lk contrast it with. But I venture to say, that hundreds
and thousands who read this book, and who became
familiar with these wild people whilst in the enlight-
ened world, and in the centre of fashion, where white

. man was shaking the poor Indian by the hand, and
watching for hisembarrassment while he was drawing
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