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THE POST OFFICE REPORTL.

' The publication of the annual report
of the Postmaster-General affords us
information on the results of the opera-
tion of the great business department
of the 'Government. Althongh net ‘in-
tended primarily to yield a surplus over
the cost of carrying on the postal ser-
vice, yet ‘the tendency in a well-man-
aged postal department will-be to show
a surplus of receipts over expenditure.
While in Great Britain the Postoffice
may yield a very considerable amount
to the Treasury as profit available as
Tevenue, without the postal service being
defective, the conditions are very dif-
ferent in the Dominion, In the United
Kingdom the area of the country is
compsratively small and the density of
population only exceeded in Belgium.
It is possible, therefore, 4o give an
eflicient service with cheap postal rates
‘and' at the same time have an aennual
surplus amounting to millions sterling,
available for the Tevenue. In the Do-
minion an exactly. opposite situation
exists. The territory to be covered is
an immeuse onef the population is very
sparse and thinly scattered over a large
area, '"To perform the serviee under
such conditions without any extran-
<eous source of revenue; much more-to
have a surplus, is a result that would
speak well for:ghe adnﬁnipt;aﬁm of
the Department’and for the liberal man-
ner -in: which the peopls #vail them-
selves of postal facilities. It is a mat-
‘ter for congratulation, therefore, that the

t is sugges
Congress 1o
pass the resolution and Jet a. test be|
made as'to whether its adoption seems

Dreservation of the seal herd, The rev-
enue that the Uwited Sta Treasury
derives from the company for the leass|
of the islands and the privilege of kill-
is, of course, a matter of little moment
to a government which, unti] recently,
‘was rather embarrassed by annually. re.
curring surpluses, the’ disposal of which
caused some trouble. Looking at the
matter from the naturalist’s point of
view it would certainly seem far more
threatening to seal life and to the ul-

allow the seals to be’ slaughtered on
their breeding grounds in their rookeries

the policy adopted in‘fhe past and still
the only one sanctioned ' by the United
States Government, . the former is the
only lawful method and pelagie sealing
is regarded as simply, DPoaching on' au-
thorized preserves, oy perhaps, some-
thing ‘woree.  Mr. Robimeon’s resolution
is @ complete reversal of the existing
dondition and that it should have ‘been
made and meet with comparatively little
opposition, shows that the methods
adopted in the past on. the ground that
they would protect. seal life have been
failures.

It may, however, we think, be takean

embraced in Mr. Robinson’s resolution
would never have been made gr enter-
tained, had there seemed even a remote
prospect of other nations agreeing to the
United States demands amd practically
abandoning the fishery to its people. But
it has been found impossible to get such
approval and the experience of the past
few years has proved that unless every
country in the world prohibited pelagio
sealing, ‘it was futile for the United
States Government to attempt it, even
if it secured the acquiescence of Great
Britain, American citizens being pre-
vented by the law from engaging in
pelagic sealing, have simply met the dif-
ficulty by taking refuge under some for
eign flag. This has not been disadyain-
tageous to British Columbia, although
both in San Francisco and on Puget
Sound there is a feoling of dissatisfae:
tion at a law which stops euterprise and
commerce without any  corresponding
advantage. The adoption of Mr, Rob-
inson’s proposal will require no negotia-
tions between ‘Washington and any
other power. If Congrees instructs the.
President to act, he can do so ‘Without
the necessity of asking the opinion ot
any other country. : Sy &

The ‘adoption’ of Mr. Robinson’s reso-
lution would be likely to greatly improve
the prospects for the pelagie fishery. The
seals not being molested 6n the rookeries

Post Office Department for the fiscal year | would be likely gradually to increasae to

ended June 30th last, shows a surplus
of receipts over expenditure of $395,000.

credit to Sir William Mulock and the
principal permanent officialg for that re-

something like - their - former number.
‘Whether sealsking ere likely to reash

been obtained in previous years, it would
‘be hazardous to say. Some people seém

sult, it would be absurd to attributefto think that sealskine wil] never ggain
it entirely or_even mainly to that. As{be in such demand from the leaderg ot
3n the United States, so in the Domin-|fashion in Europe or in Asia and Amer
ion, the abounding prosperity of the}ica. That remains to be #een, but we

Past tiwelve months necessarily largely
increased -the business of the depart-
iment. At the same time the increased

are inclined ‘to think thet the seals
beautitnl fur * wil] slways @ind “willing
Durchasers at remunerative prieecs, - and

mail matter handled caused some routes| that the .change in the vqam States
previously served at a loss, td &ther|{golicy on this question will fead to re-

cover the cost or even {o leave a margin
of profit,
years ago of the postage to the United
Kiugdom and the United States was re-
duced: from five and three cents, re-
spectively, to the mniform rate of two
<cents, the temporary Toss occasioned. by
-such reduction has been entirely recov-
vered by the enormous:increase that has

newed activity in'the @aLfs bx @aus

Wiiile the reduction & few{ dians,

Alderman Grahame . propoges to Bmit

years. We can hardly see why that
particular age has been selected by the
worthy Alderman, except that a eartaii
glamor of mysticism was supposed to at-

#aken place (largely as the result of|tach to it by the aucients. There are

ithose reductions) in the number of let-

certainly many boys who at 8 years of

ters. These changes are shown by a age are far more eapable of taking care

reference to the variations in the grose
revenue of the Department. In 1898—
prior 'to the reductions—the revenus was
$3,5647,809. In the following year, when
the reductions were made, the receipts
declived to $3,182,930. In 1900 the im-
provement was only about one thousand
dollars,  In 1901, however, the revenus
increased to $3,421,192; the year follow-
ding it grew to $3,884,120, and in 1908
it “reached the amount of $4,366,127.

"The expenditure has not grown im the|’

:8ame proportion, in the last yeaw the
-increase being only $181,381. Unless
ithe general business throughout Caun-
ada suffers a great reaction during the
present year, we may expect to sée &
steady growth in the postal revenues
and a larger corresponding increase ix
the net revenue. While the large immi-
gration into Manitoba and the North-
west Territories will require = greater
postal facilities, it will not increase pro-
portionately the expenditure. Postal
routes had already been established aver
a considerable portion of tlis territory,
although the population was then so
smafl as to entail a loss on the setvice
even though® it wa# perhaps, only a
weekly or bi-weekly bne. Now on many
©of such routes the of population
will ‘wipe out the loss previously ju-
curred in ma.intaining' them.

There are now 10,149, postoffices i

operation in Canada, of which 390 arel

in British Columbia. /The letters mailed
dast year numbered ' 235,791,000, and
“posteards ' 26,640,000. - The * amount “of
money -orders ‘and postal notes iesued
‘wa$ $28,914,206 as compared with $25,-
251,871, an increase of wmearly 15 per
veent., and an indication of business ac-
stivity. Gredter postal “facilities should
de given in some districts now that-the
deficit is overcome, ,

TO PROTECT THE FUR SBAL.

Our friends across the boundary line—
or at least some of them—seem to have
taken a different view of the best meth-
od for preventing the extinction of the
@eal herd in the North Pacific ocean
from what they held. 4 féw years ago.
Certainly they are #wking a more rea-
sonnble view of the subject and we do

not ‘hear much uowadays of the spite-|

ful suggestiohs of Professor Jordan, |
‘whereby the seals should be completely |
<lestroyed rather than that British o~
Jumbia fishérmen' ¢honld find pelagie.
4ealing an
profit, s ;
Mr. Robinson, on the membery.for|
Andiana in vtheé Hotise 0f representatives
-at Washington, has introduced a resolw|
dion_directing the Prex pe

indefinitely the : U
biloff is . Opposed so direst-

Fears ago, Mr. Robinson's ‘resolu

)

of themselves than thair seniors by
many years.  And teke the eass of the
average boy of eleven—is he mot as relia-
ble end careful as one twelve months
older? Them why work e bardship om
many worthy little fellows by sueh
grandmotherly civie  regulatious. The
daily ringing of the so-called curfew bell
should be a sufcient reminder’ of what
& farce the average freak legialation is.
——‘-—o—..-‘.__'

It now transpires that they  heve
digged a pit “40 feet deep to aceomuns-
date the'9.2 guns” to be locsted aa Big-
nal hill. ‘And also thet “these guns are
to be located in solid roek.” Further-
more “the guns are said to throw s 360
pound projectile five- miles and with an
elevation of 15 feet they have = range
which exceeds esven miles.” Presumebly
if the aforesaid gune have an elevation
of 150 feet (multiplying by 'ten) they
will have a range execeeding TO -miles.
Many and fierce accounts of the “alab-
orate” fortifications at Bsquimelt Srom
time to time have found their way into
the } of tion
Americantjournals, bat there ars others.
Rather than add to  the galety of the
nations it would be.'well perhaps to wait
and see what manner of thing the Bignal
hill fort and its gune really will be,

The news from the seat of war still
continues to:.be meagre and to some ex-
tent contradictory. It mow a pears that
Knéhmport of qnggxer ‘“i“ on Port
ur ‘was - eit i entirely without
foundation or much exaggers o
same time taking all the reports from
Russian, 'Japanese and- neutral sources
togetlier there’ cannot ' be much. doubt
that the Russians have s
verely in tke;:hqqr v
&

ign, while \se- have ap
.;'.‘;‘:f, secured substan ni_gdnqm'”ﬁ

opera ¥
thought that they .and Mot the NENO
would start the ball.end.they &
reeovered nvmhbtba E: l%l: :bse-n“

l in
unlikely to-
eontrol: of ‘the
aded Viadi
thur,

oceupation affording some| tirely'

& proposition is to. the policy {7 gl fifege
on in ‘the United Btates only :ﬁu gt that ‘which ® the Sapaorey! o e .
48 bring agdinst them, may - 'W'aﬁmn?':nu the s&mm ‘

ing a certain npumber of seals annually, | 3

timate extinction’ of the seal “herd, to]

rather than on the high ‘eeas, Yet infof

-country is not wealthy,

ted. At thef

i ‘baris:
jare the people of the future.

s | Weather,
culties, alt

suffering -

likely to prove eficacious fn secnring the | 8reatly exaggerated,

" Meanwhile it is tolerably certain—al-
thouil)x» they succeed in hiding their dis-|
positions in remark; manner—that
the Japanesé are thr g large bodies
of troops into Korea and occupying. cer-)
tain strategical points, ‘which will give
em a great advantage when the land
campaign opens. The Russian design to
use their fleet at Port Arthur to prevent:
the J&n&uw troops from

flank haw been foiled by the damage
&m; to their vessels by the Japanese at-
ck. : ¥

—_—
THE PANAMA CANAL,

Now that the Panama canal treaty
ratified by the Senate, the United States
Government is ‘beginning -to take steps
looking towards the actual carrying out
this great undertaking. There are
some legal difficulties apparently to be
overcome in regard to the transfer of
the uncompleted work.from the French
‘Company, but thers does mot appear to
-be any>doubt-at ‘Washington about these
e lfv.}:er‘;lome.i Nor-i:d thtere; any lanx;
e @) ere in rega 0. any legal
action Colombia may take. “So al

to be in trim ) :
This, ‘however, it is realized, requires
the consideration  of - many practical
problems caused by she character of the
country. and the = elimate. Under the
work carried on by the Frénch Company
the loss of life was very great,
French laborers who were engaged on
it died like flies. So it is realized will
any men sent to labor there unless mil-

The towns of Colon and
p t be cleansed as: nearl
every house is infected with the germs of
yellow fever and smallpox. The swWamps
around the towns must be drained and
water systems constructed.  Sanitation
work like that successfully carried out
in" Havana and Manila must be done.
Then the guestion of labor is a very dif-
ficult ene. It is estimated that it will
take the labor of perhaps 0,000 men for
eight years to comf)lete the canal. West
India negroes would be efficient for such
work, but it is not thought that more
than 15,000 would be available, Negroes
from the Southern States have been sug-
gested, but it is doubtful if they would
g0. White men are ecarcely likely to
be willing to work under the climatic
conditions prevailing on the Isthmus.
Chinese and Japanese have also been
considered, but the former could not ‘be
admitted to what is ‘now Ameriean ter-
ritory except by a special asct of Con-
gress.  If :Chineee are employsd medical
men have: pointed out that precautions
must be taken to prevent any Chinese
returning home from carrying with them
the germe: of : yellow fover—a disease
hitherto not known in. the Orient,. It it
did get &' footingthere, under existing
conditions the result might be appalling.
All these preliminary = matters being
settled; the engin problems will de-
mand consideration. The greatest ig the

Cordillerdn - range: *' A cutting - has  al-
ready heen amade: 200. feet 1deep end of
'ven{'vi!th.l It: will cequire to be exca-

that e this’ work . wbout: ifty million!
cubio metres. of earth -have.been. exca-
vated, leaving abont forty-three million
more to be removed before the backbone
of the Isthmus will have been broken..

h’l‘he general situation is something like
this:
side and four miles on the Pacific are

ed ‘deeper. It is etated that in
places these excavations have become
so shallow from eilt that & boat cam
touch the bottom.: Subtracting t¢hie
eighteen miles from the total length of
forty-nine miles, leaves thirty-one miles
to _be constructed. ' Of this twenty-one
miles will be created by damming the
‘Chagres river at Bohio with a dam
b feet lon,g.i This will xomdx: a hk:
of 13,000 aéres in sxtent, ffty-two
above the ses level. '.%hon‘ there 'w‘:n
feet... Then am. interval of less t

miles and then more locks loweting the
vessels to esa level about eight miles
from Panama. It muy. be found that
locks or lifts for large vessels ere im-
practicable. If so more money and time
| must be expended and a ses’level cana)

the age ‘of the féstive bewsboy ta 12| like that at Sues, muet be eonstructed.

It is estimated that the French Com-
pany excavated 84,000,000 cubic metres
of earth and that the eanal is between
one-fifth and omne-third dug. The com-
pany spent about n
work; nearly $200,000,000 were ®ither
stolen or wasted. All along the:line of
the canal are dredgers and other plant
rusting and rotting.  Loeomotives and
ears, scows overtérned and machimery
of all kinds. Corraption and misman-
agoment jnust have been everywhers on
the work. The United States govern-
ment is to pay the eompany $40,000,000
and the Republic of Panama §10,000,-
000. .. The canal eommission estimates
that it will rsquire sbout $145,000,000
more to complete the work.

this will be mueh more

eanal cost there is no reason to’beu"o
that the enterprise will not "be' worth
the amount expended on it sinee it will
‘provide a _waterway between the Kasi
and the Weat that. must Deeome s great
maritime route. It ie imposeible to fore
east what'effect it will have on existing

es and to no countries

bout great eha
- ose on:the littoral of

greater than to.
the Pacific ocean.

| LEPrERe Yo Tmm mDITen.

EHR WAN.

continent of North Ameries respecting the
Dosition and eclaims of Russla In Man-
churla and Korea, The umreasoning preju-
dice against Ruasla and my Imperial

‘ter s manifest. Propheta of evll, on gne
lde, alarm fhe country with their homles
of curse. and commination. T

+ Do -me)rluskeru really fear the Mus-
covite?, We Russlans ki

army. ‘We also know ' the  Infuence and
bower of English gold; also my beloved
Why, then, this
irritation and prejudice agaipst Russia and
her government? Fear does not haunt the
imagination of genersls and ad-
mirals at the inltial successes of Japan. T
Should. blush fér shame if ¥ thought  that,
Russian soldiers or saflory’

weeks of the ‘cam:{which resm!

Today if we do annex Manoh:
anly following in the i
Britain Our poliey s

( Asiatlc race, Clviitmation

Jprevail over ]

Your Royal
Dot prevent: Russian soldfers oo

*{cuoving Constantinople. No! It was “the |
of the vl ¥

command

wutoeritd that

and not that of Burope. B

All the territory anmexed by Russta has
bom»ebteimnoat-wlth her frontier,

and m Should excuse efioh

th L8,

to e 5
fignres gtyan in fhe mehod! report |
I ' Ihe gov-
‘and )ir, s

liohs of money are spent first on anita-|m
for granted that such a:proposal as that] ti

Culebra cut; whers ¢he.canal pierces the | ¥&Y

‘vated " 100 féet- move.. o It...is estimated] . s

Fourteen miles on the Atlantie].

While we do mnot refuse “ressonsblefa price like those that have sometimea g‘“ of water and - only require to be! gy

be locks dropping vessals about forty T

,000,000- in thl]tor v fow

trade Toutes, ‘but.it esnnot fail to bring| v

the British Navy and the quality of hes Dag

o in a small shack, that
vince $1. ese exclude some|two were taken prisoners, The

! : : L pro-
mln-u&t.ﬁht:;a 1?.??&:'36 :&P:;e:gi gee?’ea to Poplar, where the prilg::tt,a and
t!o“mbe considered edupation “proper.” The’ ﬂ::r. man - were left.—Armstrong Adver-
fact of ‘the matter 1s that for the year end-
Ang 3lst December, 1908, otr schoold in Na-

cost $17,620, and we recelved fro

| —

sawmill has been compieted and that

a i‘l gelnt a éong';m '{n which the lgm,u().
¥ the government in our ¢ase is owin oposter, G. W. Fowler, M.P,, G. Mg
to the fact that for the past year or tm‘) ‘Cormiek; ’;‘l;h" and ‘Wm, frwin Hold large
Wa have been getting close np to the limit @ same company have recently

iliterests,
of “clties. of the second: class,” (so rated uu;gulmd other mill and lumber interests in |

'::'d t;‘;’ burpose of payment of per capita) end the puregude of m m: mta
Erkary 1 5 b
more ::' would ::'Nh‘gom s "' .%,B,i gives them control of a conaiderable amount
tlass,” and would then have received the|Of the lumber' trade In the Interlor. The
Brat o Dk capita pald o “‘cities. of the il R e Jubiic, but i un-
_ It appears to me, that the fgures loons Bentinel.
in the school re; and quoted by the
newapapers are likely ‘to be misunder-
8tood ‘b those. not conversant with ‘the
#ctud] fieures and would have a tendency
create a gentiment In favor of a Fe-
Mmmmpermblﬁpddtodﬂé&
e, %k 8 A 2 ol
o y resen Yy the peo-
ple: The amount of.taxes colleted in the
citles Dy the government, revenne, - tax, y
Dersonal property taxes, etc,, together with 0000000000000 00000CCO0S S
& preportionate share of the Dominion sub-
sidy paid Dy may. of per (Lovite to S March 5, 1850,
Drovince, by far exceeds per ca J. Bell Forsyth, in a letter to the Quebeg
to schools and all other expenditures made Morning Chroniclé; says that if the Pacific
within the limits of the citles by the gov- rallroad is bullt, London will be within
erement, and mno materlal change from the twenty days of Victoria, ‘He doubts wheth-
present basis could be made equitably. er thig route would be the best in .time
The brovriety of the government levying | of ‘Deace, but holds that in case of war it
pe‘;aomn proper{‘y taxes, etc., 1n the -cities is the only safe ome, and that it would
. roota oo be guestioned, Thegten-| ;ip0” (pe North, American _colonies  the
dency should be to place the manageinent. hway of the China grade. He says: From
Of all local affairs more in the hands of dverpool to Halifax the distance i 3,468
the municipalities but o long a8 the gov. | iy from Halifax to the Pacific 5800
*Inment continues to levy taxes in the cft- miles by land; trom the Paciic to Shanghai
fes it 1s only right that they should contrib. 5150;, 30 that merchandise could be trans-
ute liberally to the support Moi ;dsvcs)cntlon. porteds from London to Shangha! within &

N, 1 %
My month. The length of the road from Pem

..Q..O..””‘“.“.'Q.....

THE BRITISH COLONISE
7 A. DE OO8MOS, Editor.

broke on the Ottawa, or Peterbero on the
Trent, to the Pacific is 2,500 miles. Allow-
ing for sinuositles, and taking for my guide
® | Grols Pistoles to Lake Huron, the lehgth
PROVINCIAL PRESS, | | of the road would be 2,800 miles, Allowing
@ | for great engineering difficulties in the
! Rocky mountains, twenty-five millions ster!-
A teporter of the Times had the pleas ing would bulld it.” He argues that the
ure of being shown through the works of | money could easily be raised in London,
the Mother Lode smelter this week, by the provided Vancouver's Island, with part of
affable and obliging general manager, Fred-| the gold districts, were conceded to a
eric Keffer. One may read and read about|{ company by the Home government. The
one of these great institutions and not be- latter project would not meet the views of
gin to realize what a massive and stupend- | these colonies. We are already suffering
ous affair it 1s. One must see it. Then|from the H. B. Co, monopoly.
li_?t l;it;is not wonder whaltl lndg been done Ul
wi € nearly half a miilion dollars which The Assembly has re the ! n-
have been expended fn its establishment; tation BUL Thoso objé'ceﬁtc:!abl: sieﬁﬁ’i.:em
al(lir(lutlhenmwhen he 18 told of contemplated |the rogistrations of woters blll, it 1s hoped
additional expenditure for  ehlargements will be dealt with in the same manner and
he must come to the.conclusion that the in- finag an British subjeets who may owe al-
vestors who have devoted their wealth for l1egiance to forelgn countrles may be wel-
the prosecution of “the 'great enterprise, comed with equal rights to our ghores.
have had great faith in the mineral deposits pr Sl
Speaker Helmcken gave notice of an ad-

of the country tributary to it, and egpes

clally in this camp,—Greenwood Times. O’MF gn reply '.‘,’ aﬁ‘_" .mﬂ"m! ¢y’s message
‘ebraar, _ o e
joile the merchasts o Ymir are com- |y Bhioth: T The Beificle) pdtuta un
paning of hard times, the loca] line of rail- That the House wishes the Indlans re
bet 1s. considering the advantages ef put- |, cq 5ot by vlolence but with their con-
L Sl special train to carry.in the ®Im-{gant - oo "San Juan Island, The reserve ta
g oy Wéx‘:“‘i Bagtern departmental stor. |y 80ld, except the water front. The pro-
ers to the camp.—Ymir Mirror, ceedq of sale taken by the government, ex-
R cept sufficient to. bulld a sehoolhouse for
saying that strews point the. way |the Indians, and pay for the survey of the
he ,wind blows. is old,: but nevertheless { reserve in town. lota. Interest to be al-
true.  Straws are today wl lowed at the rate of §-per cent on surplus
T ocom! proceeds for ten years; 2% per cent for ten
jyears more. That the interest be appled
(48 recommended by Hig Excellency for the
education, eto,, of the Indians, whoin it 1s
mm: Jepposed will be all @ead within twenty
Weeptical of the brightyears. The Interest on the proceeds of
or u§ ought to be reassured [sale to be paid by taxes imposed on the
view of the above facts, ~@rout' Lake ria. The net amount with
5, other suma derlved from the water front,
— to be used n improving Vietoria harbor,
An estimate of the aituation shows thaf [Temoving Vietorla bridge and bullding an-
upwards of 1,300 men are employed {n|othér bridge et Polnt Hilice. If this Propo-
the mines and smel of the Boundary, Sitlon ahould not be adopted then Victoris
‘ncluding these direetly employed in the{Dridge to be removed to enlarge the barbor

ore carrying from the mines to the smelt- [80d keep ‘the Indians away from town.
ers. of ] o

Nanaimo, March 3. 1
—_—

i

organise o Ly

ra - We would rémind our quarterly subscribe
€rs who commenced: with out first number,,

{i» thls immediate sestion #¢ the rate of Oontrary to predictions, we still. survive:

82,000,000 Annually.—Eamloops Sentinel, |aud threugh the generous support of our
; i " .. |Patrone are ‘firmiy established with the
he school trustees .of -Revelstoke: have largest circulation of any newspaper pub-
done good wonk, &nd we disiike asking them |llshed in thess colenles. . Our fina

to . w . gremter bm: p -| 30 prosperous” that  we bhope ere long to

"liove it would be a great beon e t.

ors and children sttending the el onee m week.

1t the services of Mr.. Dunnell, superinten- bse o

| dent of msaunnal tralning, eould be secured . The Torento Leader says that if & federal

weoks, Mr Dumnell’s work (n |union of the aix provinces is formed, and

¢lay modelling and brash @rawing is ex-|new provinees weet of Canada takem into
oellent, and he has the abllity to imper#|the confederation, then Ottawa will not be

ki art to his Puplis.=-Kootenay Mail too fan west fer the eapital.

Fhe twe youngest ES
Dey, contractor, of Grand Worka, formerly
of Trall, met with a peinfal aecident eou
;':esagy. While driviag home with ‘g te-! A movement to SUPPIy conviets with read-
en.lnn and Ompany with sev- ing matter is on Zoot, under the susplees

other children, the homse took fright of the University of California, in connec-
':lid ;ltl .tg’um Aall Dtho other !t‘ludm oro:l:: tion. with unlversity extenston work, In
e Disoey aged response to o :
jmained co wath he o DO the request of a prisoner, who
® telegraph pole. Both
y and rendered w
wera taken to t

younges:
the other ome had
Read and mouth

B ) | o
LITBRATURR FOR OONVICTS,
8. ¥, Argonaut.)

represented that he had once been & stu-

ernon
Kelowna and t
of it large

of Folsom and San
Why .do .the prison authorities
t_hem.nelvet'mer the “Intellectual de-
iraculons esca Ment’” of the conviets under their
880 when he was secldentally shot by his charge? A little moral development would
young  sonm, ca.um with the terrible be much more to the purpose. The higher
anxiety ' he must have undergone ahoud education so far has not avalled to keep
family affairs and the uitimate eutcome of from behind the bars Convict Phomag Bar-
to ibring Mm onee mese te ton, whose request for classical literatytre
Boyers, that he met with such easy compliance.
3 demented, It is Indeed appal-| A perfectly balanced education, tn which
ling to think that nfortals &re subject to the mental, moral, and physical powers are
such . tremendous tortures, and when we. equally developed, is a-great good, ‘When
take into eonsideration all the facts con- the lnteuact:‘a“lﬁwm, the moral sense,
nected wifh thig sad 8aBo - onr' heartfelt education w! ' Mmodern yellow journalism
sympathy goes out to the afflictéd one and Tosters, and which, mope than any other
his rehtlvecj—-mrmlwaoh Progrees, gne elg::le, uI; filing our penitentiaries to-
— ay. me I8 on the mcrease,  One out of
Week by week-the town Emp Been mppar- | every six boys born into the world In this
ently getting more lifeless, and now is the country becomes a ecriminal.
time to test the calibre and Ppoeketbook of Philanthropists—who “are Interested In-
in Deas, penology — would do  well  to Qe
vote thelr money and energy to the re-
generation of possible future eriminals, To
bave ceased, but.the mines have mat.| prevent crime before it is committed Is a
ahead as expected; there are- not as better ‘business than- coddling. the thieves
employed as there », | and murderers barbored within the walls
Bre rwmord in the alr of things|of our State penitentiaries.
- of poor coal excep G T
2 -Deing . oL} AND NEW. JAPAN.

Here is an extract from one of Sir
Bdwin Arnold’s works on Japan: To
this day all Japanese speak of the great
uprising which put an end to the Sho-
gunate aa the “Harthquake,” while they
term the mew era, which as now lasted
thirty-six years, as ‘“Meiji,” “Beginning
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AFTER LA GRIPPE

You need a Tonic ‘to Tone up the Nervous System,

Improve the Appetite and Increase Mentai Vigor,

‘Try our Compound Syrup of Hypophosphites. one
CYRUS H. BOWES,
98 Government Screet, - - ¥
b . .  'Phones: 425 and 450 -

..O...‘O.”O..‘....0.......‘OOO....‘......‘.‘.O.l.‘".
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The long pending sale of the Knmlom ;
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orty has mow changed hands, the new own- |
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neces are |
4ppear in @ new dress and oftener- than |
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DR.J. COLLIS ’Bov‘vmf”e":’s'
- CHLORODYNE.
OR'GINAL AnD ONLY QEnUINE.

Each Bottle of ' this Wel-knnwwa Remedy for
Ocughs, Colds, Asthm~, Aroncnitig, Neuralgia,
‘Toothache, wiurrhoea, Spasms, etc.
bears the Government Stamp the name of the Inventor.
s DR J. COLLIS BROWNE,
Numerous Testimonials from Eminent Physiciane accomipany each bottle.
Sold in bottles, 1(114, 219, 4/6, by all Chemists, :
80ie Manufacturers. J, R. DAVBIPQDT,'I.II"T.D. LONDON.

\ - -
TRY ATKINS SAWS
FAST CUTTING | ik
" EASY RUNNING!
GUARANTEED!

Agents: The Hickman-Tye ‘Hardware Co., Ltd.
' 82 and 34 Yates Street, Victorla, B, ()

In Our Favor =

*
We lead In the race for business because we conduct our store In the right way.
The different features of our selling are for your benefit, .If you want to share the
advantages, come in and led us tell you all about the goods, the prices and the way
we sell things.
GOVERNMENT CREAMBRY BUTTER, Ib..........
AUSTRALIAN CREAMERY BUTTER, 1b... i
COWIOHAN CREAMERY BUTTER, Ib....
NEW EDAM CHEBSE, Hach ch e D R R B
CANADIAN FULL ORBAM CRBREN, Y. ... i

Dixi H. Ross & CO., 6ROCERS

The Independent Cash Grocers

Scotch Marmalade

IN ONE POUND STONE JARS
# 20c Each! 20¢ Each!

MOWAT & WALLACE,

Popular Grocers, Cor. Yates and Douglas Streets

S

. THE . CELEBRATED

‘that today coneludes the first three months | A B & i oo N4

of the exlatence .of the British .Colonlst. B} : ORIV RY
7 LS 1) s ) s 2 . “ 1
S : "

00 Per Cent, ,
e ke U L e s e e

Now is the time to ur mm. 2 you want y chickens
THE PETALUM A

s the chieavest; uses least ofl; eonsumes th s least time faking care of; the most per-
fect In om of temp + 'has noth ‘ng to ged ons of order; hatches largest per-
centage of good. stromg, vigorona chicks. It bas & record unegualled by any other
machine in the world. BSimes, B4, 126, 218, and 824 eggs. Call and examipe them
and get prices; att "

E. 6. PRIOR & €O., LD. L'Y
M s Ul -, & El
“SOLE AGENTS :
Victoria,’ Vanco.uver. -Kamloops and Vernon

$1.00...
Per Year

The subseripticn
price of the Semi-
‘Weekly Colonist’
has been reduced to
$1 per year to all
countriesin thé Poss-
al Union.”

of %@5-" Yet mone but the m?ﬁun Alston ‘Gibson, one of Andrew Jackson's
fogard Japan as commencing eivilized| favorte jockeys, 18 living quletly at Calera,
]‘ifl &ix lgd thirty yeard ago. She was Ala., having nedriy reached the age of 118
mcuhnre nation at a date when Brit- years. He was born July 4, 1788, In South
a &'“ b‘mm and fough o | Carolina, and there is documentary evi-
A of the ?,‘;,‘.’,f“’ dence of his great age. ' The old man still
Khan, - victoriously &nd | takes much interess in racing matters. With
ueen - Hlizabeth = saved England Gibson fs his ‘wife, who he married in
the Spaniard and the Inguisities. She was born In 1816.
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- On the Variag

Awful Carnage Was Wrought on
.. Decks Of Russian
y Cruiser.

Effects of Japanese Shell Fire
of Mcst Ghastly De-
y - scription.

(From Sunday’s Daily.)

'C. J. Johnson's account of the fight of
the Rauesian &irst-class cruiser Variag,
at Chemulpo, when she faced an entire
Japanese squadron, took an awful ham-
mering and returned to the harbor sink-
ing, makes about the goriest and at the
same time breathlessly interesting read-
ing since the war began. Johnson is
the special correspondent of the @hicago
IntersOcean and was in Chemulpo ‘when
the fight took place. Finding that he
could Dot send out a line of the Btory’
as it actually happened, Johnson slipped
out of Chemulpo, leaving most of his

e, got down to Wusung, or some
other ‘Chinese port and from that.place
cabled a detailed description, which is
prétty much as follows:

No sooner had the couference of naval
commanders in the cabin of the British
cruiser Ta ]
officers returned aboard the Variag and
Xorietz. lmmediately the crews began
throwing out of the ports tables, cnairs,
desks, everything of wood that could be
wrencned from its fastenings; also bed-
ding, papers, books, and in fact all in-
flammable material. The sea around
the Russian warships was covered with
all sorts of furniture and effects. Mean-
while steam was being got up for emer-
gency speed, and the black smoke pour-
ed out of the Variag’s four tall funnels
in immense black clouds.

At a signal both vessels weighed an-
chor, and the Variag, leading at grand
speed—she was doing more than twen-
ty-five .knots when she reached the open,
headed for the Japanese squadron.
They passed out between the line of
British, French and German warehips.
The latter manned their tops and cheer
after cheer rent the air as the gallant
Raussians sallied forth to certain destrae-
tion. The Variag's crew replied with
cheers, as also did the little Koriets.

No sooner was the Variag clesr e i46/ 24

harbor mouth than a perfect hell of shot
and shell assailed her. The Deculiar
grinding smash of the heavy thirteen-

ot ended, than the Russian|.

inch ‘projectiles striking the armeor, min- | #4

gled with the vicious “ping” of the ma-
chiné gun hail rattling everywhere
around the doomed cruisers could be
hieard. The roar of the monster gune
blended into one dull, deafening growl.
All around and in many places on the
Variag the shells burst ceaselessly. One
of her funnels and her fore military
mast were sheared away esarly in the
fight. 8he circled around at tremend-
ous speed, firing steadily and doing dam-
age to several of the Japanese vessels.
Then the Variag’s guns seemed to be
put out of action after the explosion of

a number of thirteen-inch shells on and|

bgtween decks. One of those hmge mis-
siles” ripped an enormous hole in the
Variag’s side at the water line, and the

vessel began to careen perceptibly with ], :

the inrush of water. ;
utes of silence, during which the ememy’,
guns pounded her cruelly, doing
hayoe, the Variag again onened fire.

The unequal contest -ended with  the
flight of the Variag toward the harbor.
She was listed badly as she passed the
‘teads, but was steamning at @ desperate
‘ace, showing that her engines had not
cen damaged. When she eame to an-
fhor boate from all the foreign warehips
oarded her with offers of surgieal aid.

The scene between decks on the crumis-
er defies description. Just behind ome of
the broadside (six-inch) guns a big shell
had exploded, iilling’ every sancof the
crew, ?eetruying the breech of the zun,
twisting the ponderous ‘teal stanehions
like macaroni 'stems, bulging out the
steel plating and splinfering the wood-
work of the deck. "Bl
from' the beams above, flowing over
the decks, winding in" and ont amongst
the broken metal and the piled corpses
and remains of corpses. Iuman trunks
without. arms, legs or heads. lay scat-
tered "about. Few slaughter-houses on
killing day could compare with the ear-
nage, the gory horror of those scenes pn
the decks of the beaten eruiser,

One sponson, supporting, a gun on the
port side, had been strnck jmst at the
angle of the junction with the fash of

After ®even min-

the mide, and torn to ribbone of steel,{

the gun and its - unfortumete erew
smashed into uunrecognimability im she
ingtant. - This must have besn done by
a projectile of the heaviest kind from
one of the battleships. -

The conming tower, the steering roo
all the flimsier work on the wpper deck,
had Deen battered and smashed beyond
deseription by the constant stream of
smaller projectiles. Omne big shell had
come ahoard on the fore deck and ripped
the planking off as the steam planer
sghds the cuips and shavings from &
board in transit through the wachine.
it exnloded at the foot of the stesl ram-
part behind vahi}clh the olmeem direet the
novements of the vessel.

All the top part of the bow, mlmost
from the to o chute, near the water
line, back mesrly to the mussles of the
how rities was shot away, exposing the
interior of the ship forward. The thin-
ler steel of the upper hull was like an
inverted nutmeg grater from the im-
Pact of quick-firing gun projeetiles, hun-
dreds of which must have struck her.

After the survivors and the wounnded

Eye Strain is
"' Nerve Strain

Seamstress and Stenographer, Sewing
!Girl and Stodent Suffer Alke From
This Trouble, .

The eye is a complica echanism,
made ug of a regular nt:?w':rk of the
most delicate nerve fibres,

‘When an unveual amount of work I
Téquired of the eys, ar when the eye
is eonznntly kept at high tensien, nerve

<o d at a tr
and udless the

rate,

system is strong and
Supported by en abundanee eof rich, red
'hh% there follows physical collapee.

'What hosts of pale and emaeciated
@irls are found in our ofices and fac-
tories, schools and workshops and what
a darye proportion of them are wearing
€laswes |

_Their health and ‘sight cannot P
S be improved oxeept by e b\ulsmg
Up of the nervoms sywtem, and this
Can best he accemplished by Dr. Chase’s

erve Food.

N

iether you have strained your eyes
mudermined your Dervows eystem
needlework, office work or etudy,
Ol will be benefited by a month’s treat-

with this great eure,
your form Teunds out and yomr
Weight-increases, as you find new vigor
o ming,. and body, as your eye sight
and your vitality returns, you
Will be forever grateful that Dr. Ohase’s
Nezwe Food ever became known fo you.
You cannot afford to delay the mee
Of this great nerve restorative, -for
mw;(aioee is bound to be of benefit to

Dr. OChase's N Food, B0 cents &
OX, 8ix .box:ghf.br:e&bo at all deal-
TS or Edmenson, Bates & Oo., To-

To protect you againet imita-{:

““. N Pportreit and. signature of Dn
A. W, ‘Chuse, the famous receipt book
v _&re on every box.
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