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Tell of Disaster to the Collier.On
the Reef off Grey
Island.

Steamer Slipped From the Rocks
and Foundered In Over
Thirty Fethoms-.

The sarvivors of the lost steamer
Bristel arrived here yesterday. . Capt.
{W. Smith (chief officer), Second Officer
{Horgen, Third Officer Smith, Second
Engineer Lees—a resident of Victoria-——l
and 17 eother shipwrecked 1nariners,
clad im southwesters, ana: odd-looking
Costumes, most of whicle were made up
of borrowed clothing, for few of their
belongings were saved, came over frou
Port Townsend on the steamer Majestie,
and the majority are guests . at the
Queen’s hotel. - With the arrival 'of the
survivers of the wreck the complete
story of the tragic ending of the sea life
of the well known .collier was learned.

it was not on Green island that she
piled up on that dark and stormy night
of January 2, but on a reef lying be-
tween Green and Grey islands, at the
entranee of Dixon entrance from Chat-
ham sound. The steamer was going at
a speed of about 11 knoﬁgs, her full
speed, with a fair wind. ..She ran up on
the rock until her forward part to No. 2
hateh was fast on the reef, apd then
lying with a list to port and with deep
svater under her after epd, she rex,nam-
ed fast until shortly Pefore 6 o’clock
mext morning, when she careened sud-
denly to starbeard, with the seas break-
ing over her and a full gale blowing

-lagainst her starboard side. As suddenly
as she careened she swung baqk to port
and then began to pound against the
rocks. As she pounded the chief officer
shouted to all to take to the boats, aul
one by one the three boats were put out,
and the 21 survivors who reached Vic-
toria today left the stranded steamer.

Capt. Mclutyre, who but a short time
before, when the officers were called aft
to talk over the sitnation, had salgi:
#*We'll not leave the ship until the ship
leaves us,” had remained with the
steamer, together with Capt. T. W
TRoberts, the pilot, Chief Engineer Vi-
wian, who was a close friend of Capt.
Meclntyre, Third Engineer Edwards, the
Second Steward and two others. Wheth-
er they ultimately tried to escape from
the steamer, which evidently slid from
the reef and foundered in the deép water
which existed around it, is not known to
the survivors, for the last seen of those
left on the steamer was when the la§t
boat pulled- away from the steamer’s
side. ~They then saw men-standing by}
the davits of the remaining boat as
though about to lower it, Then the
hoats pulled away in the darkness and
wind and sea drifted them off to the
northwest. About 8:30 a.nt., when the
Cottage City picked up the survivors,
she made a cruise about the scene of
the wreck, but not a vestige of th_e
steamer couid be seen. $She had evi-
dently slipped from tha rock in the dark-
mess and gone down_in 34 fathoms of
‘waler.

Chief. Officer W. Smith, who, by.‘the
way, commanded the steamers Hilton
iCastle and Barnard Castle, which were
two of the first coal carriers chartered
by the Bristol's owners, gave the fol-
lowing account of the-disaster. He said:
“We left Liadysmith with a cargo of;
2400 tons of 1 for the Treadgwell
mines, on December 31, 6:30 a.m.; eall-
ed at Nanaimo and picked up Capt.
jRoberts, and at 1 p.m. procee@ed north.
The weather soon became dirty and
thick, with a southeast wind = blowing
Jtreshly. We anchored at Bella Bella at
10 p.m. on January 1, the weather being
thick with rain. Next morning at 4 a.m.
~we proceeded, encountering continual
squalls, rain and southeast wind. Law-
yer "island’s light was passed that eveu-
ing about 8:30, the weather still being
dirty with rain, squally and with south-
east wind. Lucy islaad was sighted and
the steamer’s course shaped to pass
IGreen island. About 11:15 p.m., ‘when
the steamer was going at full speed and
fThird -Officer White and Capt, Roberts
swere on watch, the steamer stranded on
a reef off Grey island. She had passed
Green island, but not noticed it. The
boats were got ready. after the crash,
and swung clear of the davits. Things
‘were taken quietly and the boats were
‘brought around to the port side of the
steamer as the sea was breaking heaviiy

“against the starboard side. They were
“ ‘provisioned and equipped and everything
inade ready for emergencies.

“The steamer stranded on the reef, the
forward part firmly embedded on the
rock and the after part aft of No. 2 hatch
afloat. She had a - slight port list.
{Soundings showed about four -feet. of
water forward, 9 fathoms amidships 1nd
34 fathoms aft. The water was mach
deeper on the starboard side tpan on *he
port side. While the vessel lay ih that
position Capt. Mentyre called the offi-
«cers aft and said that he intendedto
stay by the steamer as long as she stay-
ed by him. Examinations.made below
‘showed ‘that the forward. part of the
steamer was, badly ripped up. and the
coal cargo in the forward 'hold was fail-
ing through the steamer’s bottom into
‘the sea.

“Until shortly before G o’clock the
next morning the steamer remained in
that position. - The storm ‘had, in® the
‘meantime increased in violence 'and the
rwind was blowing a full gale from the
southeast. Heavy seas were bregking
over the starboard rail. The heavy sea
compelled” the crew to lift two boats
from the water to prevent them being
‘wrecked. About 6 a.m. the vessel sud-
denly careened to starboard, but im-
mediately righted. She vibrated and
806k heavily, which plainly indicated
that she was going to slip from the reef
and “go down. I then shouted to all
thands to take to the boats, and the life-
boat was then lowered. I intended to
take charge of the lifeboat, but while
At was being put down I went forward to
another’ boat ‘and was putting my foot
over the rail when the seas, which were
breaking over the rail, snipped me off
‘and.threw me into the sea. I called -to
‘the two men who had reached the boat
and swam towards the boat. The boat
came towards me and oné’'of the men
caught me and hauled me in.

‘“When I was in the boat I found that
it had been cut away £rom the steamer,
and with the high sea breaking against
the vessel, we were unable to get it
back, as it would have: been wrecked.

e sea began to drift. it toward . the
morthwest. About this time the life-
boat was lowered and got'away from
the ship with Second Ufficer Horgen and
13 others in it, and one other boat
‘which had four men in it drifted away
woon afterwards, ‘her. painter having
been broken. Like the two other boats,
she was driven béfore the wind and sea
in a northwest direction

“One more boat sti. remained in the
davits on the port side and while the
Jdifeboat was cutting adrift from the
steamer men were seen on the rail evi-
dently engaged in lowering this boat.
fThere was a smali.shade of mognlight
about this time to take the edge off the
darkness.

“This 'was the last we saw of the
steamer as she lay on the reef; but when |
the last boat to leave was drifting to the
‘northwest those in her noticed that the
forward part' of the steamer was set-
tling and almogt submerged. The three
boats were ‘¢ontinually put toward the
morthwegt’& wind and sea, the smaller
fboat, in which were but three, having a
it - experience - and - often * narrewly

esca “swamping.  When _daylight
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the hopes of those in the
J fell, for they thought they
the chance 0f the rescué which
so near. The sea was blowing
e small boat and those in it had

‘“In the meantime the Cottage City
carefully. searched the scene of the dis-
aster and not a vestige of the  lost
steamer was to be seen, and no trace of
the seven missing men could be found.
‘The' most careful search was made for
the remaining boats, the steamer having
‘men at her masthead to closely scan the
waters. After cruising for a time she
sighted the third boat, and I and the
two seamen were rescued. This was
about 11 o’clock. Then after cruising
about the vicinity for some time  the
steamer continued to Ketchikan, where
we were left until the steamer City of
Topeka called and took wus south.”

Those who left the steamer in the
lifeboat were Second Officer Horgen
and the following: M. Simpson, stew-
ard; Quartermasters McDonald and Siv-
erson, Gwens, G. Bates,  A.  Buck-
holze, John Linehan, ‘O. Haln, ¥.
Hinchlow, F. Wilson, H. Hoyen, C. W.
Ross, J. Bmith and K. Kramm, fire-
men and seamen. In Chief Officer W.
Smith’s boat were A, Malmby and Eric
L. Ericsen, seamen, and in Third Officer
‘White’s boat, A. MecKinnon and : H.
Stretlow, firemen, and L. Fletcher,
cook.

Second Officer Horgen and Third Offi-
cer White gave similar accounts of the
disaster 'as ‘that given by the chief otfi-
cer. Second Officer Horgen was asleep at
the time of the aeccident and ‘the third
officer was on the bridge ‘with the pilot.
‘When Mr. Horgen ran. out. ‘he heard
shouting and realizing that the steamer
had been stranded, be hurriedly dressed
‘and ran on deck. ‘As he came up he heard
cries of “All hands to the boats.” He
assisted to. put out the boats, swinging
out those on the starboard and then the
port side. The captain and officers
took things cooly and made all prepar-
ations for leaying the vessel. Capt. Mc-
Intyre. called all hands aft and said:
“We'll stay by the vessel as.long as she
stays by us.” = His story of the disaster
and that of the_third officer, as related
to a Colonist reporter yesterday, were
similar in every particular te that told
by the chief officer. 3

Mr. Lees, second engineer of the lost
steamer; who lives on  Quebec ‘street,
said he was asleep at the ‘time the
steamer struck and she ‘ran well up on
to the reef .- She was going at her full
speed. ‘She makes about 10 or 101%
knots per hour, and with the sontheast
‘breeze behind her she was making about
11 knots. The engines were stopped as
soon as ‘she  struck. ‘Chief . Engineer
Vivian and an oiler were on watch. The
‘chief engineer; who is unmarried, was a
resident of San Francisco, and was
‘about 40 years of age. He had for long
Jbeen a close friend of the captain.
Third Officer Edwards was married and
leaves a wife at San Francisco. He
'was about 37 years of age, a native of
London. He had been employed on this
coast for many years.

All the oflicers and seamen tell of the
coolness and lack of panic which prevail-
ed on board the steamer during her last
hours. Capt. MclIntyre told off the vari-
ous officers ‘and crew of the several
boats and made all preparations, but
he seemed of the opinion that the ves-
sel would remain fast on the rocks, and
to this belief he owes his fsate, ;

—‘—_’0—?"_'
EMPEROR COWED.

He Is More Than Ever Under the
Dowidger’s Influence.

¢« Pekin, Jan. 8.—Afl the evidence indi-
cates that the Emperor of China is now
more completely under the domination
of the Dowager Empress than he was
before the Chinese court went into exile.
iSeveral high officials were granted audi-
ences today, during which the Emperor
filled the -role of a_ figurehead. The
Dowager Empress sat on His Majesty’s
left and conducted the conversations.
According to the accounts of two of the
officials who were received today, the
Dowager Empress ignored the Emper-
or and the latter did not” atfempt to take
any part in the affair. These officials
say His Majesty” appears melancholy
listless. The principal topic of conver-,
sation during these audiences was the
presence in Pekin of foreign garrisons.

The Dowager Empress seemed im-
pressed with the necessity: of a coneili-
atory - ‘policy. o Evidence ‘accumulates
pointing to thé& timidity of the Dowager
Empress about coming back to Pekin.
Her first remark upen alighting at the
Machipu’ station yesterday was: “Where
are the foreign soldiers?’ TUpon see-
ing- a number of wewspaper corréspon-
dents at the stagion, the Dowager Em-
press bowed to them obsequiously. Be-
fore leaving Pao-Ting-Fu in the special
train yesterday, the Dowager Empress
requested._Traffic Manager Foley, of the
railroad, not to use the locomotive whis-
tle, explaining that she was extremely
gervous and that the whistle frightened

er. ¥

The Dowager Empress proposes to de-
corate United States and Japanese offi-
cers who ‘guarded the imperial palace.
during the court’s abserce. She will al-
so confer decorations upon the officers
and engineers who had charge of the im-
perial train during the journey from
Pao-Ting-Fu.

The Dowager Embpress has signed an
edict ordering the decapitation of Gen.
Tung Fu Siang, the notorious anti-for-
eigner. A Tartar’ general in . Kanso
Province has been ordered to carry out
this sentence.. Yunan Kai, the viceroy of
-‘Chlih~1i p;ovi;\ﬁ(‘:, and a number of other
influential +offfieery. s orialized th¥
throne, chnﬂ'ﬁl;?rf&l‘%;z"‘ u Siang with
the murder of Belgian missionaries, and
urging his execution before he could in-
stitute rebellion and involving China in
trouble with foreign governments.

e Pt A i
TRADES AND LABOR.

Meeting of the Council of Trades Union-
ists Held in New Hall.

The Trades and Labor Couneil held
their first meeting in the new -Labor
hall last evening. The most important
action taken was that of throwing the
meetings open to the press and public.

The council donated $5 towards the
movement which_has in view the legal-
izing -of the union iabel.

The credentials of Messrs. Ditchburn,
of the Typographical Union. and Brad-
ford ana Monk, of the Barbers” Union,
were ' received.

The trustees-submitted a draft of by-
laws for governing the new halls. These
were ordered printed and will ¢ome up
for reading ot the first meeting in Feb-
ruary.

There was a short discussion on the
auestion of Chinese children comingling
with white children in the publie schools,
The matter was laid over for further
consideration ‘at the next meeting.

The election of officers for the ensu-
ing year resulted as follows: President,
D. L. Kelly (shipcaulkers); vice-presi-
dent, J. McEachran (carpenters’): cor-
responding secretary; F. ‘W. Patton
(machinists’); recording secretary, = J.
Masters (carpenters’); treasurer, O, L.
‘Charlton  (teamsters’); sergeant-at-arms,
‘A. Deans (teamsters’).

R. F. Pettipiece, editor ot the Lar-
gieau Eagle, was a visitor at ‘the meet-
ing.
ng.

q"l ackson-Bulman.—A pretty home. wed-
ding was celebrated 'last evening by
Rev, W. Leslie Clay, when he united.in
marriage Mr. F. Wi Jackson, a well
known rancher of Nicola Valley, and
giisn Elizabeth- Ellis Bulman, @aughter
of Mrs. Bulman, of 13 North §
street. . ‘Mr A, .Jackson supportggd;the
groom; and “the ~bride was- atten

her sister, Misg ¥. Balman.
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% ks Home Again

8he Tells of ﬁer .Escape From
Wreck of the Walla
Walla.

Twelve Hours on Raft Beﬂ;re
Being Rescued By Steamer
Dispatch.

The  steamer “Umatilla, which arrived
from San Franéisco yestérday morning,
‘brought north: a number of the sarvi-
vors of the Walla Walla disaster, among
them being Miss Williams, principal of
the Girls’ Central school; Mrs. C. Hast-
ings, of this c¢ity; Mr. MecCleilan, travel-
er for Murphy, Grant & 'Co., of San
Francisco; F.r W. Daly, of BEverett; Mr.
and Mrs: Jaeob Miller, of Seattle; Mrs.
:%. Maydenbauner and son, of Seattle;

Messrs. Mar, Garde and Carmen. The
stories they have to tell are very much
the same a8 thqse given in the despatch-
es receiv&i by wire after the wreck.
Miss Wi

statemeént, possibly had one of the most
severe trials of those in the wreck,
while Mrs. Hastings got off in the sec-
ond boat from the ‘yessel and also the
second picked up by the Dispatch. Even
those in that lmat had a trying time,
being ' clothed in the lightest, garments
and exposed to the cold and rain for five
hours. " "%

They all speak in the highest terms of
the treatment accorded them by (Capt.
Johnson of the Dispatch, and the peo-
ple of Eureka. Mr. MecClellan was
among those on the Dispatch who did

sengers as they were taken on board.

t Migs Williams, in an interview given
to a Colonist reporter, spoke.as follows
regarding her experiences: ‘I had de-
cided to remain over at Sausalito with
Mr. and ‘Mrs. Clausen, whom I was vis-
iting, until the Umatilla sailed, but on
the morning of the sailing of the Walla
iWalla I received a telegram asking me
to #ail by her, and I went out to the
steametr in the stream on a launch. I
clambered up her sides on a ladder put
over for me and my baggage was hauled
on board, and I was made comfortable
in No. 13 stateroom on the imain deck.
Everything seemed to indicate a pleas-
ant voyage. That night I was awaken-

head. out of my stateroom I saw the
'bows of the sailing mark Max ifterlock-
ed with the steamer Walla Walla. I did
mnot know the danger ®hen, but I dress-
ed hurriedly. T put on only a skirt and

if I had to swim, and with these, a fur
cloak and my hat on I went out on deck.
The boats weré them being lowered.
There was a panic and the men seemed
like caged animals. ‘The eaptain soon
came on deck and quieted the people
down and kept the men back. The first
lhoat lowered was taken charge of by

ifirst to go down, when ten men jumped

the boat. Lieut. Kockmeier wanted to
land at a lighthouse, bnt the men would
go to Trinidad, despite the warnings

and the boat was swamped and Mrs.

in the undertow. The others got ashore.

“I stood- on:.the deck-and helped the
twomen and, chiidren to the boats. T
knew that I counld swim and waited for
the last boat. The last boat ‘was taken

men, pulled away from the ship’s side,
‘when” Capt. Hall told them to take the
boat around to the- starboard side to
pick up the women. ‘ These fellows met
the steamer Dispatch and told the Capt.
that they were the only survivors. He
about

fboat and then he cruised and

picked up many_ others.

“Soon after the) boat left the lights
‘went out, the steamer listed to star-

me to jump. I took off my hat and cloak
‘and, jumping from the wreeck, swam to

upon it for some hours. The men were
swearing considerably. Men came
‘along with a boat vartially under water,
ard I was directed to that, but the boat
‘being hdrd pressed by wreckage, I swam
to another raft. This was crowded.
‘Other rafts came near by during the
mnight, and men swam to them, and
seven and “myself -were left. Waves
washed over it continunally and from 4
a.m to 4 p.m. we must have drifted 40
miles. Three steamers passed, and weo
signaled in vain. At last the Dispatch
bore down on us and picked us up. I
was lifted on board with ropes, and
while not wunconscious, my heart had
nearlv stopped beating, and Capt. Hall,

‘me for .some time, rubbing my
with alcohol, hefore I was brought to.
‘““We were 12 hours on the raft with

mnothing to eat. Fortunately my New
Year’s dinper was a good one, for I had

time.
me. - J. Daily, a drug clerk. of Everett,
gave me his coat. The men had:whiskey,
'which they passed to all.

sea running the raft could not be seen
for a great distance.

“Capt. Hall was a hero. He went

up to the surface by an explosion. I did
other . Victoria passengers;
know any -others.”

THE INQUIRY.

local inspectors. e
iCapt. Benoist, of the Max, submitted a

the time of the accident his mate was on

starboard bow. ' The mate

‘went into, his cabin to dress.
engaged--the  collision

Iy.
struck he rashed on deck.

was too busy’dssuing orders for

attention to the other vessel.

after the accident,
she had proceeded.

ANOTHBR GUN TAKEN.

Lord Kitchener I-itu;orts Its Recovery
From' the Boers.

. Londen, Jan, 9~Lord Kitchener cables
‘o the War office that the sedond British
F«m captured-by the Boers ar HBranke-
aagte has been re-captured. This gun
wamionsl_ y reported to have been
des s

Halifax, N. 8., -Jan. 9.—Maj.-Gen.
OGrady-Haly will inspect the Canadian
Mounted Rifles. tomorrow morning.

- The .crest -of »the contingent-is the
‘Maple (Leaf. Twenty-six men have &0

i been discha: for. intoxication wor
TR . e g cieation vor

H g -to 'the Wi
T mpmaiite

<t

‘W. Stream, wife and mother,; and

ams, as will be seen by her

splendid work, in resuscitating the pas-

[Lieut. XXockmeier, and he was assisting
the women into it, his wife -being the

in, and these brutes took possession of

that the boat would be swamped in the
surf.. They reached there 31 hours later

Kockmeier was drowned, being caught

by a boatswain who, with three fire-

‘believed them unti: he picked up another

board, and T thought it was time for

a raft, which I clung to with one knee

'water’ up jgo our waists and there was

to exist on the memory of it for a long
Those on the raft, were good to

It -was blow-
ing and raining heavily and with the

down with the steamer and was blown

mnot "see anything of Mus. Johnson. or
I.did not

San Francisco, Jan. 9.—The official in-
vestigation into the '¢ause of the colli-
sion between the steamer Walla Walla
and the French bark Max last Thurs-
day was commenced today before the

~written statement to’ ke effect that ‘at

watch. There was. no fog., The lookout.
reported the lights of a steamer on:the
thereupon
notified him, ard he went up on deck,
‘and seeing the light of a steamer, he
‘While so
occurred. he
lights of his vesse! were burning bright-
mmediately after the steamer was
As: the fore-
part of his ship -was filling rapidly ge
the
closing of the compartments to pay any
He order-
ed a torch lighted, however. to let the
steamer know ‘where he ‘was. but, not
seeing anything of the latter 15-minutes
he concluded that

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR.
o ——

ANOTHER SIDH OF THE QUESTION.

Sir,—Mr, Beaumont Boggs thinks that
boys should not be taught by women. Does
he consider it the very wisest plan in the
world to put ls of the npﬁer. classes,
girlg Ent, turing into womanhood, under
the cha of young men but a few years
their ‘senior? . £
AN OLD OLD LADY.

PROVINCIAL ‘LANDS.

Sir,—I think that no business man who
reads the letter of B. C., in your impres-
slon of January 10th, with his mind per-
fectly free from.  political prejudice, will
gndorae' his statements. I will say that I

eyident facts. If my assumption of a self-
evident fact does not furnish proof, neither
does the communication of B. C. convince
anyone. The statement that my observa-
tions, while traveling, cannot be termed
otherwise ' than unreliable, will not be
shared by the general public. It is an as-
sertion made by & man who does not under-
stand the gubject. I can verify every state-
ment made, B. C.-to the contrary notwith-
standing. THe ‘statement of B, C. about
there not being five million acres of agri-
cultural lands in_B. C., is a statement not
proved and & wild one also. I have made
no mistake about ing and agricultural
lands. I call that ie ploughed and
laid ‘down in the lndlfenou- grasses of the
provinee, agricultural, because the land
has to be broken up In the first instance,
and the crop gathered year by year. I say
further that the man who has not. traveled
in the densely populated poor countries is
incapable of making an “estimate of the
agricultural lands of this province, and I
have had my attention called to'this fact
only an hour ago by a highly cultivated
man who has filled important public duties.
If the persons who made the first calemla-
tions for the Dominion Geological Surveys
were @alive now and had to report again,
they would report differefitly. .‘The whole
of those reports are full of reservations
about the frost difficulty. Iu view of what
has been accomplished in Manitoba in a
relatively short time, the frost difficulty
does not ¢ut the same figure as formerly,
and taken in conjunction with the fact that
the native grasses of British Columbia are
now successfully cultivated at an ejevation
sufficiently high to dispose of the frost
difficulty; it cnts no figure at all. Remove
all the frost difficulty and-what happens?
All' the reservations made 25 years ago are
removed and being removéd the area of the
hardier crops, native grasses and the capa-
bility of raising farm cattle in the northern
conntry is so increased as to count out all
former reports, B. C. to the contrary not-
withstanding. B. C. Is .quite right; it is
the same Bell who has been promoting the
building of a raflway into Cariboo now for
nineteen years. I say still that a main
trunk line between the two mountain

jranges is the main vein of the province,
(and will do more good t¢ the country than
iall the other railway enterprises that have
been started to the present time combined.
The Hon. 'Premier Smythe, who died in
about 1888, was favorable to the construc-
tion of this road. He acknowledge to me
that it would be of great benefit to the
province and it was at his instance that I
made the first survey of this route. The
statement of B, C. that I was frequently
present in the lobbies of the House promot-

ed by a heavy crash, and putting my ' ing a land bonus is a positive falsehood of

the most unequivoeal kind. I went to the
lobbies of the House not over five times all
session. I have been in the railway com-
mittee room when notified to attend, but
not at other times. I will not be discom-
! fited by being called upon to prove anything

blouse, so that I would not be impe'ded’m connection with the lands along' the
4 ..

Cariboo route, because I have already rep-
,resented that the best of them were al-
ready occupied, and much of the remainder
required irrigation, which would cost money
—but that I believe, the country to he so
well occupied that much business would
soon result in the mining sections..

I say further that a business government
that knew- its business, would jump at the
chance of giving those lands to any com-
pany that‘would take them in payment for
works done.

You see now, Mr. Editor, that every
statement made by B. C. must be taken
cum grano salis.

H. P. BELL.

HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION.

Sir,—The report of the meeting of the
school trustees in this mornings issue, with
reference to this matter, is curious and In-
structive, Trustee Brown is an employee
in Mr. Henderson’s department, and ap-
pears to have secured for Mr, Henderson
the payment of $. for a-report ypon the
designs submitted for the High School. Mr.
Belyea, seconded by Mr. Jay, moved that
this report, paid for by the ratepayers,
should be made public. Mr. Brown and Mr.
Drury opposed this. Why this secrecy in
public matters? There must be something
to conceal that will not bear public exam-
ination. Trustee Brown wisely retires, but
Trustee®Drury seeks re-election, Let *him
explain this to the satisfaction of the rate-
payers: He also seeks tHe suffrage of the
electors for Ottawa. Let ‘us have a man
who will face the public-and not have to
hide up his tracks.in this fashion.

RATEPAYER.

QUESTTONS.

Sir,—WIill some of the candidates for
civic honors be good enough to inform the
citizens as to the investments and present
disposition of the sinking funds. Do they
bear interest? Perhaps they would also
state how a drawbridge is to be put into

bri ?
g - IGNORAMUS.
HIS COMPLAINT.

Sir,—Three leading articles in this
morning’s Colonist began as follows:
“The Times has said—The Times has
seen—The Times says—" Now, Sir, the
ordinary reader does not care two straws
what - the Times has said or 'seen, or
whether it says or sees anything at all.
'What' he cares for .is news and some-
thing interesting to read, and when he
comes to an artiele beginning ‘“The
MTimes” he promptly skips it. I would

Mr. McLelldn and others worked with-{Suggest that you have a special column
spine

or two (more if your political state of
mind needs it) which you devoteto that
{bug-bear with large headlines indicating
the sort of twaddle to be found there,
s0 that those who like such pabalum can
easily get it and the ordinary mortal
obtain his modicum of news without the
trouble of weeding through a whole lot
of uninteresting matter. -
BDW. ALEX. WALLACE.

'WHISTLES.

iSir,—Your publishing some letters a
short while ago on the subject of the
iniquitous _steamboat whistling, I am
glad to say has had one good effect. The
captain of the Majestic (what a mouth-
ful of a name for such a diminutive in-
stitution) was induced to” forego the
pleasure of splitting the air with three
brain-cracking blasts at half-past seven
o'clock, and now he contents himself
with two at a quarter to eight, one long
one at about eight o’clock, and a vic-
ious, spiteful little one apparently as
he throws off his lines to get away. And
the Tees continues to. make night hid-
eous, like the Thomas ‘Cats, with that
uniearthly screech. ¥t sounds like what
one would imagine would be the wail of
a condemned soul, or the cry of anguish
that went up from certain of the share-
holdems of the C. P. N. whén they found
they had sold out to the C. P. R. and
not .as they thought, to the H. B. C.
But it seems, after all, that the whole
of this whistling is not for the benefit
or information of the traveling publie,
but to call to their posts certain members
of the ship’s crew, who @are supposed to
attend to their work without being
whistled in at various times, according
to their position. Tt seems there are
whistles for the captain, the engineer,
the purser, and other persons attached
to the boat. Why should not also the
train engine iwhistle in_the conductor,
the brakeman and other hands of the
train crew? 1In darge places like cities,
the traveling public _does not go by boat
whistles for their'time tables; they are
guided by the published advertisements
or cards of the transportation companies,
and ‘these whistles are of no use to
them. In isolated places, like up the
coast, where the time of arrival and
departure, must of necessity be a mat-
ter of uncertainty, and where the popu-
lation is scattered, whistling is no doubt
appreciated, but where the sense of
wasting' a ,lot of steam so far as the
boat is concerned, and causing a lot of
profanity and murderous feelings so far
as ‘those "afflicted by the, K abominable
practice comes in, it is difficult to see.

SURFY

“HIGH SOHOOL COMPETITION,

Nir,—So the trustees have again put
on ‘vecord . their. desire to  suppress the
arbitrators award in the above matter
even though they paid for.it out of pub-
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0 not require much’ endorsement for self-'

lic funds thereb xankl it doubly
lic property. .It is indeed

hat such men as Dr. Lewis Hall
Messrs, J. G, Brown and Drury should
have eo little courage of their convic-
tions. ang actions as to be afraid to let
the ic €ee this report, but the rea-
Son is obvious to those who know, as
the arbitrator, M» Henderson strongly
recommended that my plan (No. 17) be
given first place so that the action of
the trustees not only did me out of a
$1,4Q0 scommission, which of course is
nothing. to the : publie, but according
to the estimate of the same authority
as to cost of construction the ratepayers
will now be muleted to the tune of sev-
eral thouenn:d dollars extra expense, If
what I say is not correct, let them pub-
lish the report like men, and grant me
this much justice.

W. RIDGWAY WILSON.

{  B.O’s REPLY TO MR. BELL.
ISir,—~If 1 was to adopt Mr. BelV's com-

plicated and con_tusin'f style of illus-
trating his meaning, might write as
follows: Reading the altumgtiou as to
'the acréage contained in the opening
| sentence of his letter following him from
' his starting point on the ‘eastern side of
| the coast range, taking into considera-
tion his unique method of figuring, mak-
mgd allowu_tt nce nfor hd:' unntamed verbal
nd ‘written information, tracing care-
%ul}y his lines of 'latitude ‘and ﬁgglmde,
trying to discover where’ his immense
fblocke of land are sitnate, allowing for
Bis—deductions to make “assurance
doubly - sure,” glancing at the native
grasses he noted at “varions nts,”

his ~“various  ramifications,” north
south, east and west, striving to be in-
terested in his knowledge of farming,
pausing with him as he digresses re
‘puchles,” noting the expression “in-
tangible personal vocuity,” amazed at
the ool manner in which he thrusts
aside mll official investigations as imper-
fect and unreliable, sympathizing with
him in his advocacy of land grants to
railways, correcting His misstatement
that B. C.’s letter mentioned 60,000,000
acres of farming lands occupied in all
‘Canada,” and smiling with him at his
heav’y bumor_in the closing paragraph
of his letter, I cannot but conclude that
1 am no better informed as to the exis-
tence of sixty millions of agricultural
land in this province, and am furnished
with no other proof than Mr. Bell's ab-
surd and unsupported assumptions, de-
ductions and findings. I doubt if any
reader of his-letter arrives at a different
conclusion,

However, I will endeavor to make a
serious reply, and would first remark
that his assumption that so-and-so is the
case does mnot coustitute a fact and
proves nothing at all. I am well ac-
quainted with the faet that Mr. Bell
has” made several exploratory surveys
lfor railway routes, but his estimate of
[la.nd.s' available for agriculture, hased
{on his observations while traveling on
yfoot and -h.orse-ba‘ck. cannot but be term-
led otherwise than unreliable. Certainly
&they cannot be credited with the accur-
{ acy that is to be found in the geological
reports of Canada, which he so easily
discredits. The truth of the matter is
that Mr. Bell cannot verify his exag-
gerated statements, and does not at-
tempt to furnish actual proof of the
whereabouts of even 5,000,000 acres of
available agricultural lands. There is a
vast difference between the terms “ara-
ble” and “grazing” lands. Within the
lines he*has drawn between the Coast
and Rocky mountain ranges, the lands
are chiefly grazing, but Mr. Bell has
lumped them altogether as arable lands.
Included in the area he has so termed one
cattle company utilize about 650,000 aeres
of land for summer and winter ranges,
and in all-this extent possess something
over two thousand acres of cultivable
land. (A" much larger per centage might
!)e_cul.tlvated if water was present for
irrigation, and in the future by storage
in the mountains on a large scale por-
tions-of it will be brought whder culti-
vation. ‘This. will be impossible, how-
ever, as regards the primcipal portion of
it. . 'This is the ease with respect to near-
ly all the areas included in Mr. Bell’s
superficial -estimate ,

There is no desire'on my part to de-
cry the agricultural resources of the
province, and the criticism of Mr. Bod-
well’s agricultural policy has only been
called forth by the exaggerated and
misleading statements he has made in
connection therewith, I again assert
that a policy of deceit must eventually
result disastrously to those who advo-
cate it. Mr. Bell’'s language would in-
dicate that there is true patriotism Tin
so misrepresenting facts. He is wel-
come to his principle in this connection.

I will also digress to remark that it
would appear to be the opinion in sev-
eral quarters that it is both unpatriotic
and an act of presumption on the part
of anyone to call into question any
statement or criticize any act of Mr.
Bodwell’s. Men of his undoubted at-
tainments, mental calibre and heaven-
born statesmanship, they contend, should
be taken at their own wvaluation, and
their -proffered services accepted with
grateful thanks. As my patriotism is
not of this kind, and being politically
opposed to Mr. Bodwell and strongly
antagonistic to his deceptive mpolicy, I
will have to bear up under the accusa-
tion made as best I may. Mr. Bell’s
agricultural patriotism, however, may
not be altogether disinterested. I take
it for granted that he is the same Mr.
Bell who last session was frequently-
present.in the lobbies of the House pro-
| moting a land bonus of 20,000 acres per
jmile for the Kamlogps & Alftlin railway.
Unlike many others; I am not averse to
land bonuses ibeing granted in aid of
mailway constructien, with proper safe-
guards in the public interest, Tnap-
propriated lands are of mo preductive
value to the province. Opening them up
for exploitation by means of railway
communication is greatly to be -desired.
It really matters little to the province
whether these lands are administered
by a railway company or by the gov-
ernment. 'They are valuable to the pro-
vince only when alienated from the
crown, and become productive and tax-
able. In my previous letters there has
not been one word of opposition to pail-
way construction, land bonuses or cash
bonuses. That railways are necessary
to open up and assist in the development
of the latent resources of the interior,
whether of land, mineral or timber, any-
one of ordinary common sense 'will free-
ly acknowledge. That such is specially
the case 'with regard to those portions
of Yale and Cariboo thrdugh which the
Kamloops & ‘Atlin line will pass fis as
freely admitted. If the building of this
railway can be secured by granting the
land bonus, Mr. Bell is seeking, by alt
means let it be given. All this being
admitted, I must point out to Mr. Bell
that, in the event of his railway scheme
being so bonused, it would be wisdom on
his part to be miore careful in his as-
sumptions, deductions and findings in
respect to the economic value contained
in the lai It would hbe better to
demonstrate that the revenue of the line
would. principally arise from the traffic
created by mining development rather
than from the sale_of lands to an army
of agricutturists. Just imagine his dis-
comfiture if "he was called upon by his
financiers to prove by mersonal inspec-
tion the areas of arable land that he
now so confidently asserts are in exis-
tence, .He would be unable-to convince
® blind man of such a fact. Before clos-
ing T must again urge him to soar less
into airy millions, but to descend to
and deal only with the «wold facts, even
if they do not coincide 'with his ideas of
railway promotion,

s B. C.
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Boy’s Funeral.—The remains -of the
late Wilfred Charles Goyette were laid
to rest yesterday afternoon. The funer-
al took place from his parents’ residence,
Lake district, at 1:30 p.m., and proceed-
ed to St. Luke’s church, Cedar Hill.
Services were conducted by the Rev. R.
Connell at the church and grave. There
was a large attendancs of friends. The
children of the Lake public school sent
A beautiful metal cross to be placed
on the easket of their late  school mate.
The following young men acted as pall-
bearers: = Masters J. Coverdale. W,
Tiajev. H. Biack, B, Smith, H. Turner,
W. Lehman.

surprising |’

riding and footing along nyith i ~in-

ALASBKA BOUNDARY QUESTION.

Sir,—In a recent editorial reference to
the Alaskan boundary question between
Canada and the United States you state
that it Is expected that efforts will be re-
newed ere long with the view of arriving
at a settlement of the controversy. Under
the above caption, in an editorial appearing
in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer of the 31st
December last, the writer, with all the
characteristics of the empty twaddlings
which periodically emanate from that
source on this vexed question, expresses
himself in the following remarkable man-
ner, viz: That the matter is one involying
political- questions, arising, he says, from
the necessity of the Imperial government
placating the Canadians for their loyalty
in sending out troops to South Africa, and
that the whole matter might very well be
left to the determination of any fair mind-
ed British jurist who would, if unembar-
rassed by such political questions, would
not hesitate for an instant to decide in fa-
vor of the United States; that the claim of
the Canadiang for arbitration in the mat-
ter is nothing more nor less than sheer im-
pudence; that the question is not one for
arbitration, but for arrangement between
the British government and the government
of the United States, and that it would not
be difficult to arrive at such an arrange-
ment if the British government! is willing

to 1ook merely at the factas of the case (to
suit th

government of the United States,
I presume), and to disregard Canadian
clamor. To adopt the langudge of the
writer, ‘I think that the aboye is a most
laring evample of ‘“‘sheer impudence.” It
s high time that the Canadians were urg-
ing the recognition of their rights in this
matter which, although of vital importance
to the. whole of her citizens is, perhaps,
by reason of closer proximity to the disput-
ed territory, of greater moment to the peo-
ple of British Columbia. Take, for instance
the immensity and unbounded possibilities,
under proper governmental conservation
and protection, of the fisheries of the prov-
ince. There is practically no doubt that
the finest and most prolific halibut fishing
waters on this coast are within Canadian
territory, although, I presume, that our
neighbor across the Mne would claim that
those waters, with the rest of the earth,
belong to the United States, and will urge
that a British jurist, with an unbiassed
mind, would so decree. Yet it is an un-
doubted fact that, at the present time,
whole fleets of American fishing  craft,
hailing from Seattle and other Sound points
are quite openly fishing on those waters,
and freely using Canadian harborage in the
prosecution thereof without any interfer-
ence whatever on the part of our govern-
ment. Surely the Canadian people are not
to tolerate this condition of affairs much
longer and permit foreigners to monopolize
her valuable fisheries. as is undoubtedly
the case today. Let us then demonstrate
to those unscrupulous intruders that we
have rights which must be respected.

CI
Vancouver, B. C., 7th Jan., 1902.
LONDON GROWING HEALTHIER.

From London Daily Mail.

Satisfactory proof that the average of
life is increasing in the metropolis and
that disease is decreasing is afforded by
the annual report of the medical officer
of health for London, issued yesterday
by the London county council.

The average mortality hes been over
5 per cent. less during the past ten
years than in the previous decade. Long
life in London 1s largely a matter of
situation. Hampstead is the healthiest
of all parts. Stoke Newington. Lee, and
Lewisham coming close behind. 8t.
George’s, Southwark and St. Luke’s are
the worst, being closely approached by
Limehouse and Holborn.

Nearly twice as many people die, pro-
portionately, in St. George’s, Southwark,
as in St. George's, Hanover Spuare. For
seven who die in'Hampstead, fifteen
die in St. Luke’s.

Taking London as a whole, most dis-
eases are rapidly being got in hand, and
the death rate from them largely re-
duced. Thus the average number of
deaths from consumption each year from
1890 to 1899 was 8,532; last year it was
only 8,030. In convulsions the annu2l
average has declined from 2,081  to
1.663; _in bronchitis, from 10,226 to

,699.
The main increases of disease have
been in cancer, pneumonia and apoplexy.
In €ancér, in view of recent events, the
growth is of tragic interest. "The annual
deaths have risen from 3,800 to 4,251.

EMPRESS FROM .
THE ORIENT

White Lirer Delayed By Stormy
Weather—Sealers Ready
to 8ail.

R. M. S. Empress of Japan reached
William Head quarantine station yes-
terday morning on her 54th homeward
voyage, and after she had transferred
he¥ mails and Victoria passengers to the
steamer ' Otter she left for Vancouver
about 2 p.m. The Ewmpress of Japan
was delayed by heavy gales encountéred
during the first seven days of her voy-
age, when the weather was very rough,
but fortunately did no damage. When
the steamer was bound to Yokohama
from Kobe on December 25—the night
of the heavy gale here-—she encountered
a .typhoon, which althongh unot very
severe, was a remarkable storm in that
it- was about three months out of sea-
son, for the typhoons are supposed to
have: all blown over by October at -the
latest. -

The passenger list was a slim one.
There were eight saloon passengers, 12
intermediate and 197 steerage, of whom
16 debarked here. The cargo was a
heavy and valuable one, imcluding some
large silk shipments. Included among
the saloon passengers were Lieut. C. D.
Roper, R/N,, of H. M. S. Aurora, aq:l
formerly of H. M. 8,_Amphion, on this
station, and Miss Nickalls, a niece of
the famous British oarsman, from Hong-
kong, and according to report current
on the lirer. an acquaintance in Hong-
kong ripened into an engagement on the
steamer: This: was the gomance -of Yhe
voyage. F. A. Heineker is:a German
army man, who has been—engaged inm
work at Taku, and in transport seryice
on the Pei-ho; Mrs. Amesbury and child
are wife and daughter’of Cap.t. Ames-
bury, of the bark Puritan, which made
such a fast trip to Victoria from Eng-
land, and which left Shanghai on De-
cember 5 en route to the Royal Roads
for orders; Mr: E. C. Sparrow and Miss
Southam are tourists; Mr. Maxwell Lu-
riey the chief commissioner of customs
for Burmah, with headquarters at Ran-
goon, and Major H. W. Rowlet, an
English army officer, who, after service
in South Africa, has journeyed through
the Orient, and will make a short stay
in Victoria before proceeding.

e e

Won a Medal.—In the report of St.
John’s Sunday school yesterday the name
of one'of the winners of a gold medal
was given as Nellie Jeeves. Tt should
have been Nettie Jeeves.

School Attendance.—Although the lists
are not complete, it is estimated that
the attendance at the public schools has
reached the very satisfactory figure of
2,500 so far this ‘term.

Literature.—The Teachers’ Institute
will hold its regular meeting in the
‘Conncil-chamber of the 'City hall this
afternoon at-4 o’clock. The suhject for
discussion is “Literature.” - It is hoped
that mll will. attend.

Sailors’ Superstitions.—As a rule sail-
ors are superstitious, and very often
there seems some reason for it: One
of their many superstitious is that it is
unlucky to stop a steamer to pick up a
passenger arter the vessel has started
on ther vovage. It will be remembered
that the Walla ;Walla stonped off Sausi-
lito to pick up Miss Williams of ‘this
city. "As the steamer $topped Chief En-
gineer Crosby, who was lest ‘in the
wreck, turned to a passenger and said:
“That is a bad beginning. .If I was. the
captain the steamer 'would mnot. be
stopped.” :

R N T VU

Overdue Ship
Reaches Port

Big S8torms Delayed the British
&hip Robert Duncan, From
China,

One Hundred Days -in Making
Port Angeles From Wei
Hal Wel.

The British ship Robert Duncay,
Capt. Malcolm Maclean, which has been
on the list of vessels overdue at Pacific
coast points, and on which 75 per cent.
re-insurance had been paid, is safe in
the harbor of Port Angeies. 8he ar-
rived there yesterday morning after a
trip of 100 days from Wei Hai ‘Wei, one
of the British naval stations in China,
a voyage that should not have taken her
more than forty days. Her master, Capt.
Maclean, arrived here last evening on
the steamer Garland, having come over
for his mail, the Royal Roads being his

intended moint of desiination when Le

started on the yoyage which proved
such a long one and which he 8ays was
the roughest that he has had during his

years at sea. It was full of ad-
venture and none but the staunchest
vessel could have withstood the buffet-
ing that his ship received. The Robert
Duncan left Wei Hai Wei on October
1 in ballast. Light southwest winds
were encountered down the GulYf of
Pechi-li, and calms through the isl-
ands of Japan. The troubles commenced
when the vessel reached a point to the
south of Japan. Here a typhoon was
struck, which continued for 48 hours on
October 28 and 29. The vessel passed
close to the centre of the storm centre
and received the roughest kind of han-
111_1;1 and considering it all came through
with comparatively little damage. For
18 hours the wind blew with fearfu
force from the east and then fell to n
dead calm, only to renew the attack fron,
the northwest. It was during the Iull in
the storm, while the seas were running
mountains high, that the ship suffer|
the greatest damage. Her ballast shift-
ed, water flooded the cabins and poured
over the decks, finding its way into the
hold, where it destroyed all the stores.
To make matters worse the wind dam-
aged the yards and tore away the sail.
Capt. Maclean says the typhoon was
fearful one, the worst that he had ever
experienced. While the Robert Durcan
passed through it so well, Capt. Mac-
lean fears that one vessel at least mus:
have gone down. Shortly before he was
struck by the typhoon he sighted an
American schooner, evidently loaded
deeply, and he thinks it hardly possible
that she could have weathered the storm
and she must have been near the centre
of it. ‘The schooner was coming across
from ‘China, and Capt. Maclean believes
she was loaded with sugar.

After things had been set straight on
the Robert Runcan she resumed her
voyage to Victoria. But her troubles
did not end with those resulting from the
typhoon. A succession of northeasterly
and southwesterly gales were encoun-
tered on the trip across, and when two
days off the coast the ship was struck
by “the \hurricane of Christmas night,
which'djd so much damage in Victoria
and vicinitv. The wind was from the
west and blew great guns. Again the
Robert Duncan lost her sails, and Capt.
Maclean had 'to turn and Tun to sea.
Sm‘qe then the ship has been off the
straits, awaiting a ckance to sail iu <r
a tow.

‘Had she not been a very staunch ship,
Capt. Maclean says, she could never
have reached port. Time and again she
was swept from stem to stern, but the
only water that got into the hold was
that which came over the rails. Good
seamanship and a stroncly built vessel
were what saved the ship and crew.

Capt. Maclean says he should under
ordinary circumstances have made the
trip in from 40 to 45 days, and it was
the fact that his vessel, known as a fast
sailer, that sent the re-insurance flying
skyward. Capt. Maclean was formerly
master ‘of the bark Pinmore, which re-
cently came to, grief off the Washingtom:
coast.
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FOR SALE
TURNER, BEETON&C0
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CARBOLIG
TO0TH
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IS THE BEST DENTAL
PRESERVATIVE.

Has the Largest Selz of any Dentifrice.
Soid by all Cheuists, Stores, &c.

ER |

F.C. CALYERT & Co,,
Manchester, England.

PLEASANT, comfortable home in
house of retired nurse, for invalid or
maternity case. J.P.,, 137 Quadra
Street, Victoria, B./C. ’Phone 250.

WOODEN SOLES.

A communication to the Department of
Trade and Commerce, shows that trade is
often swayed by sentiment. For years Ger-
many has supplied the millions of wooden
soles extensively used in the large iron
and mining districts of England. - Recent
expressions in Germany of -hostility to
England, coupled with Canada’s patriotic
stand for the Empire, has evidently brought
abeut a determination among the import-
ers of these wooden wares to buy them
from Canada, if possibie, rather than Ger-
many.

A letter to the department gave the price
at which the clegs would have to be laid
down in Liverpool, and two samples were
furnished. They are evidently of birch-
wood, and of such simple shape that they
copild probably be turned out in large quan-
tities by machinery, at a cost that would
leave a good margin of profit.

S b

At dinner parties In country houses
where any members of the royal family
happen to be present none of the other
ests are provided - with finger bowis.

reason given for this practice is that
it is a custom dating from the time of the-
Pretender, when the Jacobites used to
drink from them to ‘‘ClarHe .aeross the:

water."—Tatler.
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