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CHAPTER XXXI.

‘Continued.)

ET me see the letter,
Beaumont,’ she said.
Her face was very pale, and her
eyes shone with unnatural fire.

Lord Beaumont hesitated. = vig

‘Read - it,” said Philip Dyce.

Lord Beaumont threw it on the
table without a word, and Philip Dyge
taking it up, read it aloud, in his spft-
est, silkiest voice.

The letter, most vilely
written, ran thus;

“My Dear Father,—Before you re-
ceive this I shall be many miles away
in London. I hope you won't fret
about me, as I am quite happy, and
Mr. Kingsley, who I have gone away
with, is very kind, and has promisé¢d
to marry me. I can’t send my ad-
dress because he dosn’t want anyone
to know where we are living, but I
will do so as soon as we are married.
Hoping you will forgive me,

“] am, dear father,
Your affectionate daughter,
“POLLY MARSDEN.”

Word by word the cruel letter fell
like drops of ice upon Leola’s heart.

Paler and paler grew her face, un-
til the dark eyes looked large and
woe-begone.

Mrs. Wetherell came and stood be-
side her; Lord Beaumont, with his
head sunk upon his breast, stared
speechlessly at the carpet. 2

Philip Dyce folded the letter slow-
ly and handed it to old Marsden.

‘When did this reach you? he asked,
in a low voice. i

¢ This: morning, Mr. Philip,-and, .1
came up here to ask the young mis-
tress what was to be done, seeing as
this young villain was her right-hand

Lord

spelt and

man, so to speak—’
‘You must not trouble Miss Dale
now,’ said Philip Dyce, softly, ¢ she i-
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very much distressed about this affair,
and she will help you if she can; but,
Marsden, go up to the Firs and séde
Lady Vaux.® s

¢ Very well, Mr. Philip,” muttered
the old man; ‘all'T want is justice,’
that's all T want. = It's my only daw-
ter—'

¢Go up to the Firs, Marsdeb,’ mur-
mured Philip; and the old man,
touching his forehead respectfully,
withdrew.

Lord Beaumont raised his head.

¢ What is to be done?’ he asked,
in a hoarse vaice.

Then Leola rose and stood con-
fronting them, her dark eyes shining
like living coals from her white facé:

‘Done I she echoed, wich comt
pressed lips. ¢ There is only one thiag
to be done—he must marry her!”

Then she moved towards the win
dow, but suddenly, so suddenly. that

it struck them with vivid horror, she
staggered and fell forward.
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A NOBLE
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Lord Beaumont was nearest, and
caught her in his arms.

¢She has fainted !’ he cried, in a
hushed voice. ¢ Let someone - go for
the doctor.’

CHAPTER XXXII.
ONG before the doctor arrived
Leola recovered, but there was a

* strained, worn look in her beauti-
ful face which frightened ‘Lord

Beaumont, who had helped Mrs.
Wetherell to support her while Philip
Dyce galloped for the medical man.

Leola opened ber eyes and looked
round upon the anxious faces with a
wild, dazed stare.

¢ Where am I—where is—’

Then she stopped abruptly, seemed
to remember the situation, and- with

ALLEN'S
LUNG BALSAM

At once when attacked by a Cough and
thus avert dangerous bronchial and
25c., 50c. and $1.00 Bottles.
Sold everywhere.

DAVIS & LAWRENCE, CO., Montreal.

the assisjance of Lord Beaumont,
stood upright.

<Are you better?’ enquired Lord
Beaumont, anxiously.

He was quite white himself ‘with
horror and alarm, for he had never
before seen a woman faint, and Leois
looked as if she was dead.

“Yes, I am quite well now,’ said
Leola, smiling faintly and pressing her
lips. £

¢ This has'been too much foryou,’
said Lord Beaumont.

¢Leola has been unwell for some
time past,’ interrupted Mrs. Wether-
ell, with 2 woman's ready wit. ¢ Ever
since her horse ran away with her, ip
fact.”

Leola winced and shrank visibly at
the sudden reminder of that never-te
-be-forgotten day, the memory of
which was now so bitter a shame,

¢She must have received a shock
to her system,” went on Mrs. Wether-
ell, quietly, fanning Leola as she spoke,
and trembling in her alarm for her
darling. ‘A fall from a horse is a
terrible thing — the —— the fright is
enough to kill one, and Leola is not
strong, indeed.’

‘I am as stronpg as a horse, Lord
Beaumont,’ broke in Leola, in a voice
sounding strangely harsh and hollow,
nothwithstanding its proud gaiety.
¢ This is the first—no, the second—
time in my life that I have fainted,
I think I will go upstairs and rest a
a little while,

¢ Can you go alone, can I, may I
assist you?’ he pleaded,

But Leola, thanking him, shook
her head, and held out her hand.

‘Do not say anything about my
foolish weakness at Howth,’ she said,
¢ and give my love to Cicely.’

Lord Beaumont bowed over her
hand, and took her on his atm to the
hall, when Mary and Mrs. Wetherell
assisted her to her room,

Lcola, when the door was closed,
walked straight to the glass anc look-
ed at herself. Dark face show the
effects of strong emotion more plain-
ly than fair faces.

¢ Leola’s first sensation on seeing
the reflection of her pale face, white
lips, and dark, distended eyes, was
one of surprise; then a hot flood of
crimson dyed her cheek, and her eyes
dropped with shame.
¢ Stricken down by the treachery
ofaman !' she murmured. #Oh,
shame, shame ! 1 should rather have
died, inch by incli, than reveal the

What will they think—what 'will they
think,—what will they and others say ?

ing her hands aund Dbiting her lips,
¢ that I, the mistress of Lorme, loved

p

k:;{sfi'u.d, She forgot her cry and prayer |

secret of my weakness to the world. |- -
"They will say,” she - answered, clench- |

this man, my servant, who eloped with |
‘a labourer’s daughter !’ ; :
The thought drove her well-nigh|
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of the preceding night, ¢ Come back
to me, oh, my love !’ Forgot every-
thing, save that Cyril Kingsley bad
deéceived and betrayed her.

Last night a girl's first passionate
love had swayed her : to-day the wo-
madn’s pride conquered, and she
would have given all—the Abbey, and
every jewel she possessed—to be able
to wipe out the story of that love
from her own consciousness, and keep
it from other people’s knowledge.

¢At this moment, most probably,
hes sitting beside this girl,and laugh-
ing at my infatuation and my -credu-
lity. Oh, shame, shame! To think
that—that—1 suffered his embrace,
that I should have corfessed my love !
What shall I do?’

Presently Mrs. Wetherell knocked
at-thh door, and in answer to Leola’s
response, came in, trembling .-and
anxious.

Leola confronted her with flushed
face and wide, brilliant eyes, ‘and
with a hard smile on her lips.

The poor old lady had expected to
see her lying prone and limp upon
the bed, and, was more than ever
startled and upset by this unexpected
change.

¢ How are you now, my dear?’ she
said, coming towards her. ¢ Doctor
Thorn is down stairs ; shall he come
up? ;

¢ No,’ said Leola, with a short, hard
laugh. ¢There is no occasion, I
am quite well ; I was never better in
my life.
exhilarating in a fainting fit.?

¢ No, my dear,” " broke in ‘Mrs.
Wetherell.. ¢ How wildly you talk—
you frighten me !’ ‘

¢ Do I?" said “Leola, calmlg. “I
don’t wish to do that; but I am
really sorry that you have sent for the
doctor. I will come down and see
him. Has Lord Beaumcnt gone?’
she asked.

Mary came in at a signal from Mrs.
Wetherell, and arranged Leola’s hair.

*Yes,” said Mrs. Wetherell, ‘ he has
gone, you quite sent Lim away; but
Mr. Dyce is in the dining room wait-

he is tertible anxious-—’
nmnucd,)
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Wit at “@s_tminster.

Pith and Point In the British House
of Parliament.

Wit is one of ‘the stock commo-
Qities of the Westminister talking-
shop. Almost all M.P.’s are masters
of repartee, and mdny instances are
well worth recalling.

After Disraeli had become ILord
Beaconsfield an old peer asked -him
one day how he felt. Dizzy,  whose
thoughts were still with the House
of Commons, answered, “I feel as if
I were dead and buried.” ’l‘henA, see-
ing the look of horror on his compan-

_\\\\\"\ XNy \

-~

DODDS

Toere must be something !

ing to hear what Doctor Thorn says; |

jon's face, he added immediately,
“and in the land of the blessed.” And
the old peer smiled agaln.

Sir Wilfrid Lawson, the great tem-
perance advocate, used to be the wit
of the Commons. A wealthy M.P.
remarkable for his meanness inmoney
matters, did not turn up for some
days after his electioin. Someone re-
marked to Sir Wilfrid that this was
rather odd. “Not at all!” replied the
other. “He’s waiting® for an excur-
sion train!”
Once, while in the province, Sir
Wilfred had a long conversation with
a sharp little girl. “Now,” he said,
at the end of their talk, “I don’t be-
lieve you know who I am?’ “Oh,
yes, 1 do! You're the celebrated
drunkard!”

A London member, after making his
maiden speech, sat down on his new
top-hat, to the in'tense delight of an
ankind House. Upon this, an Irish
M.P. got up, and remarked, with
great gravity, ‘Mr. Speaker, permit
me to congratulte the honorable mem-
bm“ on the happy cirucumstance that
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when he sat on his hat his head was
not in it.”

It is a peculiar fact that one harm-
less gentleman often seems to possess
the power of rousing his political op-
ponents to wrath without necessarily
meaning to do so. In the Parliament
of 1900 a certain Scotch M.P. had this
effect on Mr. Balfour. The gentle-
man in gquestion had a head of rather
“horsey” outline, and this being men-
tioned one day in private conversa-
tion, Mr. Balfour replied somewhat
tartly, “Yes, he looks like a horse;
but he’s only an ass!” g

A Conservative who, once dared to
remind Gladstone of the Tory opin-
jons which he held while at Oxford
received the following reply from the
G.O.M.: “The honorable gentleman
has taunted me with the errors of
my youth, of which I have long re-
pented. It is indeed astonishing that
those same errors should be still ob-
stinately persisted in by the honor-
able gentleman throughout the years
of his maturity.”

An. unruly Liberal, who had been
heckling Gladstone during a meeting,
began one of his questions with tae
words, “I don’t understand.” Like
a lightning flash came the rejoinder:

“I am accountable to Providence
for my own intelligence, but I am nnt
accountable for the intelligence which
has been lodged in your skull, sir!”
In the old days the House of Com-
mons sometimes witnessed some
strange sights, but perhaps one of fhe
most curious took place in the early
part of the nineteenth century. Those
were the times when port wine was a
fashionable beyerage, and was often
taken in excess.

On the night in question a certain
Sir George Rose came into the House
distinctly the worse for liquor, and
called upon the Speaker for a coniic
song. When an apology was demand-
ed, Sir George declared that he wounld
beg no man’s pardon, and least of all
the “little chap with the big wig.”
He was therefore placed in charge «f
the Sergeant-at-Arms, and next day,
having reeovered his senses, he apolo-

‘gized to the Speaker and paid a heavy

fine.
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