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WHERE PART OF THE MONEY
SHOULD BE SPENT.
{Monday’s Daily.)

Along the north bank of the Sas-
katchewan from Edmonton to the east-
ern boundary of the Province lies as
fine a tract of farming e¢ountry as can
be found in the Canadian West, a tract
more than 150 'miles long. Park
country and plain alternate, the soil

is'unformly rich and drained by many| ¢

water courses and lakes. All the
natural resources are there for carry-
ing on farming, ‘whether grain-grow-
ing, stock raising or mixed farming.
More than-this, it i8 a settled coun-
try For twenty miles at least back
frfom the river settlement is practic-
ally continuong 'ffom Edmonton ‘to
Frog, Lake; while in the eastern part
it has spread north into the valley of
the Beaver, and beyond this toward

Cold Lake.- Some of the districts in|

this great belt have been settied for
many years and the tract taken as a
who!: will compare favorably in point
of population with an; tract of similar
size in this part of the Province.
Yet in all that immense eountry,
east of Fort Saskatchewan is not a
mile of railway nor a reasonable pros-
peét of one. Not at least a prospect
of one which would do Edmotiton’ any
#od, or give the trade of the country
access to this City. The Alberta and
Great Waterwiys would merely cut
geross thé mearest eorner of this belt.
And“Pesides the* Atberta and Greaf
Waterwaye-only one other road is pro-
jected from’ tHis @irectionswhich would
4do amything to accommodaté its traf-
. That is the C.:N. R. line to be
Fit-irom - 3 -point half-way on their
dine to Jhe Landing easterly along
fownship- 0. But thére is mothing
going in the way of building this
‘road and' no announcement has been
#made of any intention to build it now.
wr hereafter. . There is. not therefore
sghywhere in sight, the promise o? a
tailway “which would tap that belt
from end to end and connect it with
‘Edmontén.
. That the setflers in-this tract need
Aeetmanodetion- goes~without saving.
“ThoUSands 8 Hhém Have béen on their

farms for years, and if these are not

& & 2 : " b e o, . & , {
the trade of the district “cinched” be- dent’s judgment we may have occasion - northwestern country when it is open- his own free grace and motion, and

fore competitors could get on the
stene. And if

branch nfn, say. from Batfenberg to

who will be served by the Alberta and
Great Waterways would be accommo-
dated, as well as ‘the:thousands east
of Battenberg, who will get no relief
from' the Alberta -and Great Water-
ways whatever. - !

: This is w}’lere part _of the $7,400,000
‘should be spent, provided we can get
ourselves and ofir fhoney out of the

{olutched of  the wAlberta and Great

‘Waterways Company. That done, we
wonld be able to negotiate with the
L..N. R. or the G. T. P. to build a
road as outlined, giving Edmonton
direet - connection with 3,000 square
miles of  well = settled' country,
and giving relief to thousands of
settlers who badly need it, and cer-
tainly deserve it, and who have now
no ‘promise of relief at all from this
quarter.

A road as suggested, with a branch
to Lac¢ LaBiche, would mean probably
the buildiing of 200 miles of railway.
The country is not a difficult one, and
considering that we have the money
lyir g Teady in the bank we ought to
b: able to get the work started with-
out delay, to get the road built on
about the same amount of guarantee
is given these companies for build-
ing lines elsewhere, and to get our-
selves relieved of the interest charges
on so much of the money as would go
int this road,

4t $13,000 per mile, the 200 miles es-
*iznated to be necessary in this north-
easterly line would use up $2,600,000,
leaving nearly $6,000,000 with which to
get a road built into the Peace River
country.

WHY?

The lost is found. President Clarke
has been tracked to a retreat on the
banke of the Mississippi. The hunt
was pot a long one, though longer than
one would expect from the distance he
travclled. The President did not go
far away, nor did he take to the wild-
erness. A less discerming man, finding
that he had better “get,” would have
concluded that the farther he went the
better, and that the farther he got

wculd ‘be his security. The President
knew bettér. In the hour of danger
ard flight the astuteness of the man
shone out. He knew the fugitive is
gafer in the throng than in the wild-
ernéss. Also he remembered that he
was a railway president, and that
such personages cannot move without
attracting attention and exeiting com-
ment. To undertake a long journey
would be to~increase the chances of
detection. To strike for the country
would be doing the same. Had he
taken to the wilds.of Minnesota, or
even to the back lines of his own
beloved Missouri, the first village he
called at would have got-mp a de-
monstration for him and told the
world it had caught a real live railway
president. The president kept to the
crowd. Also he kept to St. Panl." St.
Paul people, he no doubi reasoned,

now under full ciltivation the ressonjwere-s0 used to see railway presidenty

“is that it is dseless to grow what can-
mot be got to market. From the C. N.
R.; the nearest railway line, they aré
separatéd not only by great distance,
but also by the Saskatdhewan river,
with. its deep. valley .and few cros-
sings. Thus the settler at S8addle Laké,
only ten miles from-the river, is forty
miles from the railway and must ne-
gotiate the river and its banks with
his Joad of grain or the stock he wants
' to ship. The plight of settlers further
back from the river ia proportionately
worse. To anyone who knows anything
ot farming it does not need to be said
that farming. canmot be carried on
satisfaotorily under those conditions.
Tt is- of importance to Edmonton
that & railway be buiit directly from
this City through this belt of country
ftom end to end, For if this is not
deone the trade will go elsewhere. It
ecannot be supposed that so large and
fertile a' tract -of well séttled -eountry
will be-long left without railway ac-’
commodatien. - And it makes some dif-
ference to Edmonton whether the rail-
way which gives that acecommodation
is ‘buiit, easterly frem Edmonton or
westerly .4vom - Battleford. - A- line of
{the C. N. R, ig"already projected north-
westerly from-Battleford to Athabasca
: Landing, traversing this belt of coun-
‘4ry begween the Saskatchewan and the
{Beayer. The time for Edmonton to
,miove, thereforé, is _now. TFor if the
. Battjeford dine is built: before a line
-is -buiit from -Edmonton the. trade of
= this gret.dract which should come'to
Edmonton . must go dsewhere. In
$hat event, . years would probably
elapse: before a- line from Edmonton
was buiitand ‘when it was built Ed-
smonton would havé to fight for trade
«already heéld by established interests.
If. -on the ofher- Jiand, a road were
run directly from Edmonton through

roaming around the streets that hhefy
weuld ‘not notice if another planet
joined the constellation.

He seems to Have reasoned well. The
recgle of the saintly city do not ap-
p ‘ar to have made any spread over
hi~ , cwiag, of course, to their damili-
arity with the species, not to the un:
worthiness of the individual specimen,
Nor of course did the Atberta Govern-
ment think of looking for him in St
Paul. That would be the last place
on earth to look for a railway man if
one did not want to find.

But the reporters do not sleep, even
in $t. Paul. One of them got onto the
new-comer, tracked him to his lair
and -there demanded point blank to
know what he was going to do about
it. Of course the president replied;
railway presidents are never stuck for
a reply. And of course he was diplo-
miatic and courteous; railway, presi-
dents are masters in diplomacy and
Chesterfields in manners. What this
one Said amounted to this: that the
people of Alberta and their Commis-
sicon could go farther than St. Paul,
80 iar as he was concerned, He had
his contract signed, sealed and de-
livered, and all the laws in creation
couldn’t break his wconnection with
the $7,400,000; so he had no intention
of going back to Alberta to tell wheth-
er he knew of any rascality on the
part of public men or public officials.

The president is a bold man. From
the security of a foreign state hehurls
what he no doubt intended to look
like defiance at the powers that be
hereabouts. He had the contract; the
Commission could find how he got it
from some one else. He had the on-
tract; the people of Alberta could go
chase themseives if idle curiesity
prompted them to wonder how it hap-
pened. He had the contract; the faill

this whole belt “of country to Frog'’
Take or Cvd Lake, Edmonton wouldi
be first on the smound and would ‘h&ve’
_Proropt- relief in all cases of i{hroat
- an? lmmg trouble, if you use Chamber-
sy Coush Remedy. TPleasant to take,

of dynasties mattered not to him. He
had the confract; and he was per-
suaded that neither things present nor
things ‘to ¢eome, principa’itiess nor
powers, mandates nor statutes, com-
misgsions, courts nor judgments should

ik i haaMined ! & Sold Wy be able to separate him irom the $7.-

8i dealey

400,000." The eorrettness of the Presi-" may have a stake @nd shdire imithis If he appeared at all it would be ol

Lac LaBiche, absolutely all the settlers !

from the maddening crowds the greater |

to refer to again. In the meantime
hardy spirit with which he consigns
eommissions, courts and laws to the
eternal bow-wows, and defies thém to
get his grip off the $7,400,000.

The President told the reporter he
had not been subpoenaed. It was not
necessary to tell the world that. So
much of the world as is cofoerned
knew it very well. The President was
not subpoenaed. He took good care
that the Commission had no chanee
to subpoena him. Since that body was
appointed he has not onece honored
the Province with his presence, not for
so much as an hour. This surely is
passing strange at a time of year when
the dirt should be flying on his one
per cent. grade and six degree curves,
when the spruce or poplar ties should
be going down, and the 56 pound steel
should be stretching its attenuated
self ,along them. No, the President
was not subpoenaed. This inquisitive
Commission got no chance to subpoena
him. He took no chance of that.

The President having skipped bge
yond the jurisdiction of the court,
there was only one way by which he
wcould be gof before the Commission—
by the Government exerting its influ-
ence to get him to come. On this
head the President says nothing, hints
nothing. Not a sign nor a sound to
indicate that the Government had
asked him to come, or that he would
not have come if they had asked him.
In all human probability the Presi-
dent would have come if they had
asked him. That he did not come:
must be taken to mean that they did
not ask him. Then, Why?

The Calgary Herald in a recent edi-
torial hands out .some rather caustic
criticisms of the alleged action. of the
Edmonton Board of Trade in opposing
the application of the Vancouver
Board of Trade to the Board of Rail-
way commissioners asking for cheaper
freight rates eastward fromy Vancouver.
The Herald is not well posted in facts.
The Edmonton Board of Trade decided
by resolution to take mo part in-oppoz-|
ing the Vancouver application. Thi;}
criticism comes with rather bad grace
from the Calgary Herald in view of
the' fact that the Calgary Board of
Trade sent a communication to the
Board of Railway Commissioners ask-
ing that no deecision be given on the
appiieation of the Vancouver Board of
Trade for lower rates eastward until
the Calgary Board of Trade had am
opportunity “to be theard «.beforé. the
Commission. It would seem to be up
to the Herald to go aiter the Calgary
Board for what it did before censuring'
the Edmonton Board for what it did
not do.

}
}

OPEN UP THE NORTHWEST,
(Tuesday’s Daily.)

Two hundred and fifty miles north-
west of Edmonton lies the ““last, best
West,” the Grand Prairie and Peace
River country. Beétween here and
there the country is ricli in resources
of many kinds. The soil is of exceed-
ing depth and richness. It is drained
by streams which some day will pro-
duce power of unlimited gquantity.
Along the streams stand Torests whiose
valué can only be guessed at. The
lakes and streams abound in fish and
are many of them suitable for naviga-
tion. ‘Practically there is not a mile
of country between Edmonton and-
Dunvegan which - would not now be
vielding wealth in some form orothér
if only the countfy were open to eh-
terprise, - industry and eapital. And
at the end of the road lies the valley
of the Peace, an empire waiting: for
the plow.

This northwestern ecountry is so
good that people canmot be kept out
of it. Beyond, Morinville—eighteen
miles north. of Edmonton and seven
milés west—is not a mile of railway
betwzen here and Peace river. The
trail is absolutely the only means of
getting into the counfry or out, ior
much of the way, and the trail in con-
siderable part is always bad and
sometimes impassable.. In summer
steamers ply on the Athabasca as iar
as the mouth of the Little Slave, and
on Lesser Slave Lake. But the re-
mainder of the journey mmust be
made by wagon, on horseback or ‘on
foot. In winter sleighs, dog trains,
or moceassins are the only means of
transportation over the whole of this
route. Winter and summer there is
no means of getting into, through; or
out. of the country south of the Atha-
basca save on foot, or by sleigh, wag-
on or saddle,

Yet people thave gone into this
northwestern country ; and not by the
twos, nor the .scores, but by the hun-
dreds, and the hundreds total up
into the thousands. The coun-
try ia well settled to the Athabasca;
while scattered communities are found
at Lesser BSlavé Lake,
Smoky, the Wapitj, at Sturgeon Lake,
in Grande Prairie and along the

along the

ed up. i if he said anything at all it would be

from this line a admiration cahnot be withheld for the| ~The people in this coﬁnt.ry need rail- purely in-courtesy. The Commission:

way decommodation, and deserve it. ers and their counsel would in Mani-
And it is alike to their interest and toba be pething more than five pri-
to that of Edmonton that they be ' vate citizens of Alberta, and a citizen
given that accommodation without de- of Manitoba might come before them
lay. Ii their future depends on it,|or not come, might give them infor-
so does ours. Toward the northwest-{mation or not give it, just as he felt
ern country Edmonton stands as Win-|disposed. There ‘would be no penalty
nipeg stands to the Province of Mani-'for not appearing, for giving oniy par-
toba, and to the whole West. Wo‘ﬁal testimony, or even for giving no
are at the gateway. ‘What goes inte testimony. That seems to have been
that country must go from Edmonton. the position in which Mr. Minty
What comes out must come to Ed- thought he would be %if the Commis-
monton’. The trade of  that district sion went to Winnipeg.
cannot be taken from wms, and the; At any rate, Mr, Minty objects to
sooner that trade is given a chance tiie Commission sitting in Winnipag
to develop, the seoner will Edmonton with"power to compel witnesses to ap-
begin to realize the future on which pear and answer questions; and tried to
we have been building. prevent the Commissionr having such
Complaint is heard that Edmonton power. The Commission conecluded
is not getting as many immigrants as that if they were to go to Winnipeg
some other centres in the West. 1f they had better go with some prospect
that is so, why? S8imply because the ol being able to get people to come
one section of Edmonton’s hinterland before them and give evidence. Ap-
which ean accommodate a big immi- plication was made to the High Court
gration is locked up from settlement.|of Manitoba for an order empowering
The first means to get people is to get, the Commission to compel the at-
a place to put thgm and to provide |tendance of witnesses in that Province
the means for them to get there. ¥t and the giving of evidence. The order
is useless for us to expect a large in- | was granted. Subpoenaes were then
flux of people until the country “be-|{clapped on Mr. Minty and several
yond” Edmonton is made available for | other gentlemen with whom the Com-
settlement. And of .the country ‘“‘be-|mission desired an interview. Im-
yond” Edmonton, the Peace River!mediately, there was a flutter in the
country, and that between Edmonton |dove-cot. - An appecal was taken against
and the Peace, is the country into{the arder of the High ‘Court, in' the
which people want to go.. If we want{name of Mr. Machaffie, one of the
people therefore, and the trade which |gentlemen subpocnaed., The appeal
people produce under favorable cir-}was heard on Saturday, Mr. Robsqn
cumstances, the first thing is to get|appearing for Mr. Machaffie. When
this eountay to the northwest opened )the appcal waz heard on Saturday,
up, to give the people already there a|counsel for the Commission offered to
chance to make their presence count, |drop the subpoena affecting Mr. Mac-
and to give the people who want to|haffie. This left Mr. Robson without
get there a chance to do so. That is'a client. But he said he was appear-
Edmonton’s only hope of an immigra- {ing also for.Mr. William Bain. Coun-
tion “rush.” sel for the Commission offered to drop
Unifortunately there is no project the question regarding Mr. Bain. Be-
now on the boards to open up that reft of his second client, Mr. Rob-
country. The Canadian Northern has son came out with the information
a road projeeted.frem Morinville to that he was aiso appearing on behalf
Athabasca Landing, and one “from, of Mr. G. D. Minty. Mr, Minty, there-
at, or near Edmonton, in a north- fore—the gentleman who said he would
westenly . direction;  towards . Peace be pleased to give evidence in Win-
River; a distance of 50 miles.”” Neithor'nipeg—is the man who is fighting to
of these lines, mor both off them,]deprive the Commission of power to
woud provide proper facilities for punish him if he does not appear
either the Peace River country, or for ' and answer the questions put to him.
the country between here and there. | Why? Mr. Robson has a new one.
And there' is practically “nothing do- He says Mr. Minty cannot lay his
ing”’ on these lines. Little was donejhands on some of the documents he
last year and so far nothing has been|was asked to produce. A few days
done this year. Whatever might belago the reason was that his evidence
expected of them sgems todbe an inst-|‘before the Commission might affect
ance of “hope defgrred” indefinitely.|his lawsuit with Mr. Hawes. That, it
What is wanted is a railway to]seems, has petered out, and is''sue
the Peace River country, all the way |ceeded by the explanation that some
to it, and built without delay. The |documents have disappeard.
road to Athabasea Landing should be| In this misfortune Mr, Minty is not
completed and completed this year. exactly alone. There have been other
But a road ending there would not witnesses before the Commission who
solve the problem. Thé people on could not locate papers they should
Grande Prairie and the Upper Peace have had on ifyle. Indeed there
are entitled’ to rail connection with |seems to have been a kind of disap-
Edmionton, and Edmonton needs the|pearing epidemic among papers relat-
connection as quickly as it can beling to the Alberta and Great Water-
made. The people scattered through|[ways. Some, credibly believed to

{the country between here and Peace? have been in existence, have not been

River are entitled to railway accom-{found. Others have not been findable
modation,  and it means business and|by the parties who were suppoged to
money for Edmonton people to seelbe theéir custodians. Some have been
that they get it without delay. found where no one would think of
This is wheré part of the . $7,400,000; looking for them.

should' be put, when we have relieved{ But the loss of papers has not ‘been
ourselves of the Alberta and Gereatiheld to be a misfortune sufficiently
Waterways Company. If one ol the_theavy to deprive a witness of the
Tailway * companies would undertake power to give coherent testimony.
the project at the usual rate of guar-1 While free from any appearance of
antee the road cJjuld be put.throughiharshness toward the distressed, the
at a liability of only $3,250,000 to the|Commission have not . heretofore ad-
Province., And- for that we would have|mitted that the loss of a paper unbal-
& railway which would accommodate{anced a man’s mind to a degree which
more people, and bring more: businessiwould warrant them in excusing him
to Edmonton than could possibly ‘be{from exereising his memory. It is
done by a road to Fort McMunray. not likely they will make an excep-
tion even in the case of Mr. Minty.
Rather, some inquisitive attorney may
want to know where Mr. Minty saw
the missing documents last.

WHY?
Mr. Minty does not seem to bé as
anxious to give evidence as he thought
he was—or said he was. It will be

remembered that when this gentleman THE GROUNDS OF APPEAL.

excnsed himself from \vasting more Fo]lowjng are some of the grounds
time over the Commission heré, helon which Messrs. Machaffie, Bain and
leit a° note saying that if the body|Minty tried to have the Alberta Com-
went to Winnipeg he would be pleas-imission deprived of the power to
ed to appear there and give evidence.|compel witnesses to attend and. give
If the Commission had gone as Mr.|evidence beforc them in Winnipeg:—
Minty probably expected they would| ‘“That the commissioners appointed
go, he could® have fulfilled this prom- 1&3/ thedtl]ietuf;;nanffgoyermr of Alibetrta
ise rwithout telling anything 'miore- COROSEL HIS SR IMQUILY BT6: WOk &
than he-felt like telling and still not aoatt or. Saluinal of ‘Cotgpetent jutis-

; diction to authorize the obtaining of
have broken the law. ~Mr. Minty|testimony in relation to said inquiry

doubtless supposed the Commission|of any witnesses out of the jurisdiction
would go to Winnipeg without author- thereof, and has no jurisdiction to

7 ; make an order authorizing the obtain-
ity to compel witnesses to appear and ing of the testimony of any such wit-
answer questions. 'Had they done s0, | nesses,

Mr. Minty would have been free to| *“2.That the order made by the said
appear or not fo appear, and if he | commissioners - is defective in so far

y : .+ as it orders the witnesses to appear
~a’ppea.red, to tell what he felt lxkg 2| petore the commissioners themselves,
ting~and no more: ‘The ‘Commission jand not before some person or persons

in such case,-would have had mo in the provinee of Manitoba.
: S 3 <xs
power to punish, and therefore, no 3. 'That said commissioners have
. v ;! by said order attempted to give them-
power to compel attendance or to * iselves jurisdiction in the provinee of
quire answers from a witness. I\0T|Manitoba, and to create themselves in-
would any wath taken before the to a tribunal of the province of Man-
Commission—not all the oaths the m?l;a'Th g ARG
e 1 . ‘4. a e learned- judge had no
Conm315319n Signs regmxe—vhavocany jurisdictign’ unaer the facts disclosed
standing im law; for in law the COM- %epein to make the order. above re-
mission would-have had no authority ferred to.

to put anybody under oath. Bejore', “5. That the Manitoba Evidence act

Peace. Every spring and summer sees
an influx of new-comers into this im-
mense region; another  regiment . of
pioneers ‘who -prefer to face the hard:
ships. of isolation to taking land near-

/ e ' ight <does not apply 'in aid-of such a com-
such 1mpo.t,ent tribunal any r:mn m'xgm mission &s that gbove referred to.
appear with -perfect security, might - «g Phat the material on whiocl the

say what and how much he pleased, order above referred to was made ‘is
might produce what papers he thought -defective. Jor the following (among
well, or produce poue at all. The wit- 0ther) Teasons:—

er the railways, if by so doing they

ness .would 'he master of his, tongue.' * (@) ‘That it. does .ziot show what

upon the examination.

evidence is intended  to be oObtained:

—

“ ¥

‘quiry.

1

(b.) That it does not show .that in the language of the late deputy at-
the said W. A. Machaffie is able 10 ‘forrfey general; the man wi vy
give any evidence material to said in- :

) 10 said he
would-.-be glad “to give cvidence

“‘(c.) That it does not show whether " Winnipeg, and then.tried to destroy

any matter or issue of which evidence 'the Commission’s’ power-to make

is required to be obtained on said ex-

amination is one into which said com-:
missioners should inquire or investi- ‘_w

gafe.

“<(d.) That it does not show that
there is any good reason why the said
W. A. Machaffie cannot be examined
in the province of Alberta. :

““ “(e.) That the affidavit of W L
Walsh does not state specifically what

information he and L. M. Johnston, or

either of them have, or has, or have
or has obtained, or what the docu-
ments are which he and the said L.
M. Johnston, or either of them, have

or has perused to enable them or eith-!

er of them to arrive at the conclusion
that the books and documents men-
tioned in the said affidavit shouid be
produced.

“*‘(f.) That said material does not
show that the evidence or information

to be obtained by the examination of|

the said Machaffie cannot be obtained
in any other manner.””

H. A. Robson, K.C., and J. B.
Coyne appeared in support of the ap-
plication on behalf of W. A. Machaf-
fie; L. Pitblado, K.C., and P. J. Mon-
tague appeared for Hon. D. L. Socott,
Hon. H Harvey and Hon N. D. Beck,

the commissioners to whom the notice |

was directed.

ONCE AGAIN,
(Wednesday’s Daily.)

Mr. Minty gave evidence before the
Commission yesterday, not of grace,
but of necessity. He tried to persuade
the Commission that he came volun-
tarily to econtribute his quota of :in-
formation to the elucidation of the
Alberta and Great Waterways transac-
tion. ‘But Mr. Walsh happened to
know better and reminded Mr. Minty
of the facts. His attempt to upset the
onder of the High court had failed.
The Commission, therefore, held the
power of a court in Manitoba. Mr.
Minty, therefore, had a choice: he
could go to the witness box or go to
jail. -He preferred to go to the awit-
ness box—and had the audacity to
say he did it voluntarily.

In the box Mr. Minty gave some
very interesting information—knowing
that a refusal to give information
might send him to jail. He 'said
his firm had resigned the solici-
torship of the Alberta and Great ‘Wat-
erwdys and the Canada West Con-
struction Co. on April 20th, 1910—or to
put it .in better perspective, on Wed-
nesday of last week. And of course
when the resigning ~was done Mr.
Minty - turned over all books, papers,
letters and documents relating to the
Alberta and Great Waterways and the
Construction .companies—turned them
over to Mr. W. R. Clarke, president
of the railway company, and Mr. B.
R. Clarke, president of the Constiuc-
tion company—who were then in
Winnipeg. And, of course, the Clarkes,
once the papers were in their grip,
skipped for parts unknown.

The papers then are gone. That is
the important thing about it. What
the papers were the despatches do not
say, but it is a pretty safe guess that
they were the essential papers in the
inquiry—those relating to the internal
organization and management of the
twin corporations presided over by
the Messrs. Clarke. It will be recal-
led that inguiry wwas made for these
papers and books in Edmonton-—and
made in vain. This is the headquart-
ers of the company.
official of the company here had no
idea as to where the books and papers
showing who-are in the companies and
all- about them, could be found. No
doubt these were the documents Mr.
Minty -turned over to tha Clarkas, Mr.
Minty has been a kiiid of presiuing
genius—good or ewil—of th: project
from the days of .the old Athabasca
syndicate down. He has had a hand
in' all the evolutions and transmogrifi-
cations by which- this unpretentious
beginning blossomed int> the Alberta
and Great Waterways Railway Co.,,
with an illusory capital of $50,000,
and a working capital of $7,400,000—
borrowed on the credit of other people.
Who more likely to be the keeper of
the rolls than he? Who more likely
to be the custodian of the stock book
or the keeper of the cash book? These,
no doubt, were among the voiumes
confided to the Messrs. Clarke at that
historic conference on Wednesday last
in Winnipeg.

For it was a conference worthy ‘a
place in the chronology of our young
Province. Who all attended we do
not know, but we know some of them.
One was the president of a company
holding ‘a contract which entitles it

Yet the chief}

nim
'_do 80. - Who 'else were there we knoy
not, -but the attendance of these thre
vas “sufficient to exalt the meetin
into the rank of gatherings of public
importance.

~Does any one imagine the meetine
was" accidental? The Clarkes—;f
reasons of health perhaps—have becn
’residing abroad of late. Yet they ran
up to Winnipeg at a time when the
Commission was getting power to sub.-
poena witnesses in that Province and
was aetually issuing the subpoenaes.
| Did these gentlemen run.the risk of
being subpoenaed ‘without
what they

knowing
doing?  A\Did  -thiey
just happen to come to Winnipeg, and
{ there happen to meet Mr. Minty? And
did his firm just happen to resign the
solicitorship on Wednesday? ,And did
Mr. Minty just”happen to .turn ove:
the papers the day before the sub-
poena struck him which® would have
prevented him doing so? Well, may-
be, maybe. Curious coincidences o
happen, and this may have been one
But the onus of 'showing it to be a
coincidence is on Mr. Minty. Till he
does _so he must pardon the humble
public entertaining a dark suspicion
that the conference and: what ensued
was an adroitly concocted scheme for
getting thé books and papers of these
two companies out of Manitoba before
the Commission got hands on them.

In any event the papers had a nan-
raw escape. It was touch and go. The
Commission was -hot on the trail. The
High court’ had granted the order or
were granting it, and the subpoenaes
were going out requiring Mr. Minty
and other gentlemen to present them-
selves, with any papers in their pos-
session relating to the matter under
review. It was “now or mever.” If
the subpoena struck Minty before he
got tid of the -papers he was up
against it. But @ miss is as good as a
mile, and the subpoena missed. It
caught Minty—but the papers- had
flown. With the Olarkes, thay were
“over the border” and beyond - the
jurisdictior‘l of Canadian courts. There
doubtless they will remain, and the
Commission must make the best of an
inquiry in which they can get hands
on neither the principals of the com-
panies concerned nor the papens show-
ing who are and have been in the
companies and al]: the . wrest- of their
internal and - extérnal history.

The question is, why?

were

THE WONDERFUL DEFENCE.

As g further instalment of its fam-
ous exposition of the wisdom, justice
and general.desirability of the Alberta
and ‘Great Waterways' “bargain, the
Calgary News submits this:—

The Edmonton Bulletin, of which
Hon: Frank Oliver is the controller,
has endeavored to put the harpoon
into the provineial government ever
since Mr. Bennett’s great speech.

The-:Bulletin - was ‘not always fav-
orably inclined 'to Mr. Bennett and
neither ‘was Mr. Ofiver, but “old
times have changed—old manners
gone.”  No longer is a barbed wire
‘fence up between the Bulletin and
Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Oliver is now
satisfied that every political move by
-the junior member for Calgary is well
taken.

The Daily News does not propose to
condemn the local government on the
flimsy evicdence shat has theen produc-
ed thus far and it does not propose to
have the Bulletin or Mr. Bennett, or
Mr. Oliver, or Mr. Anybody Else
frame ‘up a line of policy on trivial
grouncs and get away with the goods.

Tzt ha Deily News said, and con-
tinues to say, is that the people in
the province, who are closely watch-
ing the conditions that exist, are able
to settle their own affairs without any
dictation from Ottawa and, if this is
not satisfactory to the Bulletin, then
the Daily News will have to publish
a few of the Ottawa letters to show
whence the dictation at Ottawa em-
anates.

Mr. Robson informs the Commis-
sion ‘that President Clarke will not
appear 1 give evidence. Why not?

FUNERAL OF MARK TWAIN.

Was Laid to Rest in
i Ce netany, Einiira.

Elmira, N.Y, apu’'. 24—Under a
siore of the Lane-

don "plot in"  Wuoawh  Cemetery,
‘with ‘the rain’}catinyg ficreely against
the canvas top, a little' group * of murn-
ers silently wacched twday as the body
of Samuel L. Ileme:i:: was lowered
into an everg ‘cenired grave  ‘beside
the badies of a.s wiy and children.

Woodlawn

]

to draw $7,400,000 from the Provincial|He sleeps . tonight under sod piled

treasurer in return for an invdst-
ment of unknown amount; a gentle-
man who fled the City and the Pro-
vince the Sunday after the Royal Com-
mission was appointed to look into the
conduct of publie representatives and
officials. Another, a brother, is head
of a construction company, formed
to construct the railway, to control
the outlay and to draw the guarantee
money. A third is our friend Minty,
the man who slid out- of the City and
Province the night before the Com-
mission began the inquiry; the man

lawho “had the Premier in his pocket,”

If you love your horses, and . want
an easy ranning wagon, you will buy the
Massey-Harris -“Bain.”

| ding attended the funeral.

fhigh with flowers. From early
| morning the body had lain in the
, Langdon honie, in the parlor; where
’,fnrty yoars ago he claimed his bride.
Some .of those who were at the wed-
It was
fan assemblage of the family and of
int'mates, devoid wholly of the 1n-
trusion of the curious.

FLEW OVER THE SEA AT NICE

Six Aviators in Fifteen Mile Race--
Latham Wins.

Nice, April 24.—S8ix aviators parti-
cipated in- the meeting here Sunday
They successfully flew over tle s
to Cape Ferrat and back, a distan
of fifteen miles. Latham won.in on:
hour, 46 3-5 seconds. The Englishmax
Rolle, gt in a bad streak of wind an
finished last, but he managed to beat
all times but the winner.

i

[ —

A.&G W

«* gres in the :yndicut
was taken wup
Lad last’fall written tha |
ing to allow $100,000 st
vy aterways as specified
ment. He pramised
letter.

“Pid you have
sider this offer:”

“We must hav
recdll thegtime.”
i+ “Did you know that ti
net be allotte
built?”

“Either that or
June 1909.”

“Have you evér
Cornwall parted h hi

“Not' till iast week o1

“We all heard i
Johnstone.

“No meeting
it?”

“No.”

Witness told furtl
waited on last
Arthur Parkin,
offer to purchase h
syndicate. He did
ner said he had sold
Clarke for $1,000.

Cross-Examined by

Cross-examined by Mr.
ness said he first «
in the Athabasca
cember, 1906. . At
early in 1907. H
- ere. pressing fo
ed by Mr. Cor
$13,000 a mile guarant
subsidy “from the
return he learned t
unsuccessful: A letter
0. M. Biggar to G.

1909, suggested that

to Edmonton to «

with ‘Mr. Stocks. -]

not go, however. A copy
sent by the syndicat 11
1907, to Premier Rutherford
duced. It said )
alists, represented by
would finance the 1

if a_government guar:

ed, and Captain K

to place his plans be‘ore
ment.

“When did you
Bowen?”

“I think in April, - 1908,
Manitoba Club. Mr. Min
duced him.”

.. “Had he seen any
prior to this?”

i Had Se¢en Cornwall)

“T understand he had >
monton and had s

Speaking of the i
Bowen, witness said he u
Mr. Cornwall at the time wa
ed to execute an agreement,
not present at the aneeting.
said he was at present. rep
Mr. Cornwall and was willi
for -him. At the ‘time the
knew Bowen merely as an
Clarke,

“Was it ever figured out W
shares were?” .

*“1 told Faulkner last weé
would sell for one thousand,
it was not to Clarke.”’

“S8o far as' you know, J:
Cornwall has still an intere
syndicate?”

“I never heard of hig disp
his stock.”

Parlee’s cross examination
in progress at adjournment.

Tuesday’s Session.
Bulletin Staff Special.

Winnipeg, April 26—The
oi the Waterways commissic
opened here this morning
statement of G. D. Minty the
handed over all the papers
Waterways and Canada W
struction companies to the 1
presidents, W. R. Clarke a
Ciarke, 'who were in Winn
Wednesday. is action Mj
said he had taken because
had then resigned the solicit
the companies. He did
where the documents were n
er did he know where th
could be located. One d
he produced was the ori
book of the railway con
he had promised to produce
was in ‘Edmonton.

The disappearance of the
ments is the first stumbling
the commission met here ar
a great deal to prevent a fu
gation,

When the court met
Mr.Waish produced the «
MecDonald compelling wi
tend. An action has
set’ this aside and jud
ing. ‘The commis
obstruction today, howt
the witnesses called tes

May be no Protest

t is possible that no fu
test will \be raised to the «
Walsh stated that subpoer
been served on Minty
‘Woodman, - Judge M
and MacHaffie. C
neer, is still too
Faulkner and Sutherland
beyond the jurisdiction of
mission,

The most éxciting featu
morning was the statemel
Minty in defence of his po
the reply of Mr. Walsh. M
Who was examined for discd
today, made the statement t«
that he had withdrawn fro:
ton . because his . client, Cl

Mot present. As the r¢

statements of Mr. Walsh
Bennett he had been
thpoughout the country as
@ man before. Mr. Walsh r«
e had not a word to take
Mr. Bennett endorsed this.
array of Alberta and Winnip
are watching the proceedi

The first witness to e ¢
morrow will be Woodman
giheer of the Athabasca
then Bain, a director of the
company, and Emerson.

Another interesting fact
with the sitting was the pro
the statement by MacHaffie
of the Home bank, whici
$3,052 still to the credit of
basea syndicate.

Judge Metcalfe on St

Judge Metcalie was the fi
He stated that he had acte
Cornwall as solicitor, the ¢
tween them being those




