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James Wit was & nativé of the town of Greenock, | beyond the power of figures. We have thus| wrote this song, I had the pleasure of

in Nortls Beitain, and was of an exceedingly del- |
jcate constitation. He soon exhibited great |
reflective powers and mechanical skill, and at an |
early age learned the trade of a mathematical
instrument maker, and went to London to perfect |
himself in his art, by paying a hundred dollars
and his labor fora year’s instruction. (n 1756, |
being twenty years of age, he left London and |

came to Glasgow, full of professional knowledge, t

and esteemed the best mathematical instrumeont
rivile.u\puﬁibild him from setting up his
umble shop within the city limite, but he found
an asylum within the gates of the College.
where he was provided with a shop, and where
he practised his trade for a number of years,
beloved and resp d by all, king Hadley's |
::-dmu and other instruments, till those li.iu |
rst upon his mind which ultimately led him to
fame and fortune. While working at his trade, I
he offers, in one so young, a noble example to all |
mechanicisns. He never spent his time in |
ical of any kind, but was |

foad of those which were i and bling . |
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maker in Seotland. The old-fashioned trade | ogitor of the

Watt could not find a patron in his own land, he
was offered a lucarative situation in Russia,

engineer in Russia, and came very near embracing
the offer.— Had he done so it, is possible—but we
do not think probable—that Russia, at this time,

facturing induetry.

great benefits which Watt’s inventions
have conferred upon the world are now generally
acknowledged, m to estimate their value is
briefly alluded to this great man and his inventions
as a duty. Every mechanic way well be proud
of him as the representative of their craft. He
was so ingenious, simple, learned and generous,
that we cannot but hold him up as a noble exam-
ple to all young men possessed of a turn of mind
for mechanical pursuits.

STEAMER OCEAN BIRD

The steamship designed by John W. Griffiths,
Npamonfn Mcgay:a'u. which was to

bhave been named the William Norris, and to
have crossed the Atlantic in six days, is now
finished, and has made a trial trip, under the
name of Ocean Bird. It has not been com-
pleted in detail as was originally contemplated,
«;'vrin to it I::dviL"ibunooldb tbom ure of
. Norris, a passed into posses-
sion of others. It ho';'inr made most extraor-
dinary time on the tri eq
twenty knots per hour. The hall is beantiful,
and it is supposed that it will make an extra-
ordinary fast voyage across the Atlantic. Itis

Ho studied music, and was fond of it; sad he |

ded to be sent to Europe for sale in a few
weeks

acquired a knowledge of chemistry,
, and | philosophy surpassing all the |
lovked up to him as
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It was while repairing a model of an old-
fashioned steam engine used for experimental
urposes in the college, that be made the grand
xueovery—l-dn( improvement which has made the
steam engine “ the iron apostle of civilization.”
The steam engine dates as far back as Hiero, but
in 1'565 it was bat a single-acting machine, con-
densing the stéam within the cylinder. The first
p g steam engi d | the steam
under the pu’u, by application of cold water to
the outside of the cylinder, when the piston had
made a full upward stroke. The steam being

Its di ions, as completed, are 222 feet on
the load line, 225 feet on deck, 36 feet 10
inches beam, and 22 feet hold, or 7 feet deeper
than her hull was designed for. The ma-
chinery is praportioned as follows

Diameter of cylinder, 63 inches.
Stroke of piston, 12 feet.
Diameter of wheels, 33 feet.
Length of bucket, 8 ft. 9in.
Breadth of bucket, 22 inches.

Number of buckets, 28
Dip of bucket, 4 ft.8 in.

She is furnished with four single return flue
boilers, two forward and two aft. Both of the
forward boilers pre 20 feet long, and the after
two 22 feet in léngth. Width of boilers 9 feet

then shut off, the cold water, by densing the
stedm, formed & vacuum under the piston, which
was open to the air at the top, when down came
the pision with the atmospheric pressure of fifteen
pounds on the square inch. An improvement on
this slow mode of densing was di d by |
accident. It was noticed by the attendant on one
engine, that geam d more rapidly in
~monsequence of a.rack in the ¢ylinder, by which
«some of the ing water was forced into the |

i ke
of the cylioder. In this |
state the steam enginé involved a vast expense |

down from 218° to 200 in one stroke, before the '
complete, and then heated up to|
212° for the next stroke before the steam began
%o act to elevate the Tn this state the |
. . and the |
improvements which he made on it during the |

years that he lived, left it nearly in the same |
condition in which it is found at E present day.
, the double |
stroke, working the steam expansively, the |
mm.lhuni-&:l at varioas parts of |
dash pot e g B efmiang
0 prevent ng. In his specifica- |
tion he aleo described a locomotive, and his frieed |
W. Murdoch, constructed a working model, with |
uuhu_guio but this, as far back as 1787.
att’s inveations are not circumscribed by the |
steam engine ; he invented quite a number of
other useful machines ; hlhiuponmimpmndl
steam engine that bis fame rests, because it has
the universal lord of commerce and
manufacturers. He died wealthy, full of years
and honors, in 1819, aged 84 years. But his life
was not—at least for many yeaw—an easy one.
He suffered long from the want of money, ne- |
gleet, and much opposition, before he could obtain
means to construet his engines and get them intro-
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6 inches, and 10 feet 2 inches in height. The
entire surface is 4,500. 44 superficial feet.
Messrs. Guion & Boardman built the engines.

Kerrcn.—This important town of Russia, in
the Crimea, (recently taken by the Allies) is
the ancient Penticapeum. It is situated on a
tongue of land forming a insula of the
same name on the Strajt of Enikale, ggpnnecting
the Sea of Azoff with the Black Sea, 130 miles
E. N. E.of Simferopol, latitude 44 degrees 20
minutes N., longitude 36 de 28 minutes
E. It is regularly and besutifully bailt,
chiefly of stone obtained from the fine quarries
in the neighbourhood, and ]

where was born William Irving, father of
Washington Irving. Is it not somewhat
singular, that Sir Robert Strange and the
author of Bracebridge Hall can be almost
demonstrated of the same blood ? I guess,
if Irving knew his pedigree could be traced
step by step up to John Irwyn of 1438, he
would readily claim and vindicate In, Or-

Sir Robert Sirange.
I ‘ Row, Broruzrs, Row.’—Here is the

| Boal-song, which he wrote on the fifth day
| of his descent of the St. Lawrence from
'Kingston. Thirty-threc years after he

!shewing Moore the original manuscript,
' which he had entirely forgotten. He had
pencilled the lines, nearly as they stand in
his works, in the blank page of a book

Paper and . The is of the
upp’::nno. n. texture used for
small h-.s:.:nd parcels by , &e., and
is very and firm. i

balf an inch thick, light and shining in
colour, and ":xpcnnl_ ly of considerable
strength.— Perth Courier.

AstroNoMY.—Astronomers are to be on
the alert during the present year, to decide
an important question that has lately arisen
with respect to Saturn, namely, the collaps-
ing of its rings. Compared with drawings
made 200 years ago, a considerable differ-
ence is now perceived, as though the rings
were gradually falling in upon the body of
the planet.

Cost or War.—England spent sixty-
five years in war and sixty-wo in peace in
the 127 years previous to the close of the
war in 1815. [n the war of 1688, we spent

which happened to be in his canoe, from
whence he transcribed them at night. The
sight of the original copy of these famous
lines, recalling youthful days and happy
associations, produced a great effect on the
poet, who alluded in a touching manner to
his passage down the rapids of life.— Feld’s
Vacation Tour.

PoruraTiox or THE WorLp’s Dean.—
There are millions in the grave and hun-
dreds out of it. From extensive calcula-
tions it seems the average of human births
per second since the birth of Christ to this
time, is about 545, which gives 32,000,000-
000; and after deducting the present sup-
posed population of the world, (960,000-
000,) leaves the number of thirty one
thousand and forty millions that have gone
down to the grave—giving death and the
grave the vigtory over the living, to the
number of thirty thousand and eight mil-
lions.

millions; by famine and pestilencé, seven
thousand nine hundred and thirty millions:
by intoxicating drinks, five hundred and,
eighty millions; naturally or otherwise,
thirteen thousand millions.

ReyarkanLe Restoration oF Sicur.—
Some 40 years ago, Owen Williams, of
Bodedern, Anglesey, became perfectly
blind. He was then a man of middle age,
and under this terrible deprivation he con-
tinued year after year, until his blindness
was regarded as confirmed. One day du-
ring last Easter, while sitting by the fire-
side, his sight returned to him. The
touching scene and the feelings it produced
can be more easily conceived than descri-
bed. Owen Williams was in his 92d year
when this remarkable restoration took place
after a total blindness of 40 years.— Ches-
ter Courant.

Excusn axp Scorcu TirrLine.—The cor-

natural advantages for commerce. In 1837, it
was declared a free port, and an extensive

lazaretto was built, at which all the vessels -

coming bLtho Black Sea perform quarantine.
The number of vessels which touch at it in
passing out of the Sea of Azoff, averages 400 ;
and the ber of ting Is is f:;n 500
to 600. The greater part of the inhabitants
are employed in commerce. Kertch exports
Building stone large quantities of salt, ob-
tained from neighbouring Lakes; and its her-
ring anp sturgeon fisheries are vegnpmduetivo.
Its site is tha$ of the amcient ticapeeum,
the residence gnd barial place of Mithridates.
The modern town is of very recent existence,
and bas risen, as if b -.;f:; and, by its in-
crease, has udi y aflected some of the
other ports. In 1834, the population wes 3000 ;
and in 1847, it had in to 1G,000.

Axcestry or WasmingToN IrviNG.—
John of Irwyn had landed possessions in
the parish of ‘Holm, in Orkney, in 1438,

pondent of an Edinburgh journal, writing on
the liquor consumed in l»l-*.n.lnnd and Soo(flnd.

ys

¢ The Eaglish use three times more rum and
brandy than the Scotch, 7§ times more beer, 2}
times more wine ; but the Scoichman uses 43
times more whisky. The cost to an Englishman
for his :i:pl. (keeping in view each inhabitant),
is 48s. 4d.,and 10 a Scotch 27s. Eagland
consumes 11.24 times more money in drink than
Seotland, although the population is, in proportion,
only 6,227 times greater. The two items of beer
and whisky are most remarkable. An English-
man pays 33s. 1d. for his beer, and Gs. 10d. for
his whisky ; a Scetchman pays 4s. 3§d. for his
beer, and 19s. 10d. for his whiskey.”

Brornzrs Mzeric v Comsar.—The other
day a curious thing happened during the severe
engagement which took place for some rifle pi
in front of the Bastion du Centre. In thol‘Lo»

ion Etraugere, which was engaged on the
rench side, there is a Polish lieutenant of the
pame of Lubainsky, who has two of his brothers
in the Russian service. After the engagement

when the county was still an appanage of| wys over, he began to talk with a sergeant who

the crown of Denmark and Norway. The
Irvines of Sebay are very frequently men-

Stewart, Earls of Orkney, and suffered

. 1Cphill.
3 | the dead nor the
. | found on the

had been taken prisoner, and, asking him the
usual questions about his name and ent,
t of his
brother, so he further about Captain
|Luh.iukv. The er was, *‘ He is no more
saphais but eon-.ndn:',o and I;odo;:-.ndod
very sortie.”” As he was among
prisoners, he seems to have
some private lotters were
whicli must have fallen from
his pocket, and which will be given back to
him on the first occanion.—T¥mes.

New Fasnic.—Mr. J. Niven, gardener,
Keir House, has succeeded in fabricating
E:ﬁorndnp from the common garden

yhock, and has patented his invention
under the title of Niven’s Patent Hollyhock

escaped, altho

Of this the number in the grave |
Yhave died—by war, about nine thousand

£36,000,000 sterling; in the war of Span-
ish succession £62,000,000; in the Span-
ish war (1739) £54,000,000; in the Seven
| Years’ war (1756), £112,000,000; in the
| American War, £136,000,000; in the war
| of the French Revolution, £464,000,000;
| and in the war against Bonaparte, £1,159,-
{ 000,000—thus forming a total expenditure
for war, in 127 years, of £2,023,000,000
sterling, (vr ten thousand one hundred and
fiteen millions of dollars!)-—English paper.

Scorrisi Emeration.—A large emi-
gration is now going on from the North of
Scotland to Canada; in two months no
fewer than 5000 persons have left Aber-
deen and other northern ports. The great
majority are farm-servants, of both sexes.

Vawvasue Bequest.—A Scotchman, named
!Willinm Maclure, says the Toronte ‘t‘nnndn)
Patriot, recently deceased, left the bulk of his
property, valued at £300,000, to be appropriat-
ed expressly for the purszw of the diflusion ot
useful knowledge and idstruction’ amongst h.
institutions, libraries, clubs, or meetings or
| useful instruction of the working classes or
manual laborers in the United States of
America.

Exrravacaxce.—Lord John Russell and suite,
while at Vienna, numbered so many persons as
| to oecupy thirty-two rooms at the Hotel Munich,
| and what with the continual visits of couriers

and of his lurdship’s travelling countrymen,
the hotel scemed ivansformed into an English
colony. His loc!<bip bad with him his wife

and six children, bis doetor, the tutor, and the
governess of his children, besides three young
English ladies of quality, and ten domestics.
It would be worth while to get the bill of ex-
penses for all this party, and also to inquire
| what such u suite had to do with a grave diplo-
matic visit of brief duratjon.

Plncm.\’(:“i"w_n;'l‘fs Caledon@rw
says that g X with oné of the prin-
cipal ¢harches in thé New Town of Edi . h,
having become enfeebled in health, and unable
to leave her bed, felt her inability to join in the
ublic exercises of devotion, one of her greatest
privations. An ingenious friend suggested
| that she should take a house adjoining the
| church, and have one of thoee gufita ha con-
| ductors actually led to her bed. 'lc”uggn-
| tion was carried into effect; and now, in the
| solitude of her sick chamber, she listens to the
| public ministrations of her spiritual adviser!

| James Keenan, in an interesting letter »
Japan, says that ** sacie,” the principal drink ‘of
| the country, is supposed to consist of sour whisky,
tobacco juice, and fortis. Pl t b

a4 e

NECESSITY OF A DUE ALLOWANCE OF
Sreer.—Habit influences, in some degree,
the amount of sleep that is required. It
should be said, however, that it is never
well to withhold any ofthe revenue that is
justly due to the drowsy god. A man may
. accustom himself to take so litiig gleep, as

to be greatly the loser thereby s wa-
king moments. It may be commonly ob-
served, that those persons who spend less
|time in sleep than is usually found needful
by others,of the same age, and strength,
,and occupation, consume a much larger
Eortion of their days than others do, in a
ind of dreamy vacancy, and virtual inac-
tivity of mind and body. The hours ex-
pended in sleep are not the only hours that
might hjlmixsbly deducted the sum
total of the life, as having been lost to it;
numbers of moments are daily lmlil an
absolute inaction of mind and body, and
-l::r cannot 'bo :::bd of its dues without
adding Y in i
than tho Lms’ habitually stolen’ from the
sleep, to that which it wasted in such wa
king reveries. In order that the mind :3
have the er of undergoing, trying

exhaustit
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