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A“Close Up”of Union Government |

ERE are three kinds of gresi
s 'u.. whe have been bom
m. these whe Bave arhleved
sent, |

| those who bave be

seglaees A8
preeses ministers. It will

binet
-
v sdmitted that the Umnios
L oAl B
w ™ swoly - i of
soarnment s IRTgS pooe
tere
-
bt vate enr with both

rogreiling 10 & pr

Shes wae Siting WD Mie feet ou Debarty's desk

when 1he presemen oal

prtets stufed fall of |-a!" nage, the
abenet  minister an roll Int hiw
wiive village and create An Impressior
smewhat akin to that made by the
Queen of Bheba on & ertain historie
weation. Pat viewed close up, and
ay by day, this personage fwindles
Y p;nxn petson and in many cases to
s wvry ondinary person The dis
sivaniage & press gallery man labors

sader is that he sees this Union Govern
seal every day up.’ Ro
{ the lyprn.-ai“izr.- enthusiasm, you
ol bear with me

It might also be well

and lome

to explain right

ot the start that the press gallery be
e st o the heavens above, the
wrth beneath nor the waters under the
mrth It just wmits there and watlches
e procession move by It never
whieves greatness, vet mingles with it
Y N mingles with wealth vetl never
Sares in it It seen a mmon every
2y member of Parliament, called to the
Cabinet, swell up like a toy balloon It
e the balo spfout from the roots of
B hair. It sees others bow the knee

e burn the incense of flattery before
e, Asd then, when the inevitable
fuigsation comes, it sees the wind go
ot of the balloon, the halo fade and the
fatterers vanish. If you want recemt
*tamples take Sir Sam Hughes and Hon
Bob Rogers. Since Bir Bam disearded
e sniform and the special train habit
b doesn’t have to dodge reporters to
keep his name out of the papers. Nor
foes Hon. Bob have to tip the hall boy
i .W‘; the **

wora off his

welcome ™’ sign from being

doarmat And yet it in
)
Wiy & few short monthe since these
™o statesmen found the spotlight

‘"' lly big enough to take in their en
Ure persons
Ren down the list of

fesigned Ministers of th
and

liscarded or
e Inst ten vears

Bote how they have all shrunk and
Wes you will

r understand the attitude
% the old press gallery denizen who
Mmarked: ‘‘Those Ministers have noth
5 on us We bave to have some
shility 1o bold our )'n)n They 're only
Meridents ' And if those :\'anlll"‘l

::M bear the running fire of comment
b ‘:’" daily walk and conversation
Y those who know them best and fol

ow their Actions most closely it

is a

:‘:”M that they would contraet
& greater contempt for the

Wllery or o smaller Y/ 4

idea of their own
L)

With these few words let me
valkohort Borden,
®ade Union Government

intro
the man who

: possible. That
hP'-elt eabinet is union in anything
i ‘:lt 8 &n open question. To date

ek together Rut haw senid

Our National Executive as Seen from the Press Gallery
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low
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Fram Waslvan's Magestine

t do otharwise when it s propped wy
w norih, soulh
and - ot by
the fiaie 1] )
Burope and on
the sl by By
Wilfrid  Lawr
ror ! If the
props she
hreak Usnion
Qoverasment
would exit with
all possible dew
patch Even
ae " B the
remblings that
ome from the
Couneil Uham
ber taken with
eehoes from
arious parts of
the countiry
give every
promise that
the next ars
sion of the

and smoking House will be
lively and that
the Ginger

Group will not furnish all the excite

ment Sir Robert Borden will be the

last man to fnd this oul Probably ne

man in Canada is so thoroughly immune
to public sentiment If. you wander into
Miawn on »
hot day in
summer and
it ean get hot
in Ottawna
when it tries

and sk if
there .- a
cool spot any
where in the
city, the an
swer s almont

sure to be

Yes, up in
Borden's
office.”” For
vyou conld
hardly eall
the Premier
genial He
admits also
that he doms
not read the
newspapers,
except such
selected pas

rages as his

secretariens Whuen Union Government

elip for his - he
perusal. It is

safe to assume that those selections
are not such as will hurt his self
esteem. Nor are his intimates, if any,

of the kind to communicate to him much

of what the masses are thinking. A
thrifty person himself—he is the richest
Premier that Canada ever knew-—he

rather prefers the company of men who
make, and know, the value of money
For instance, you would hardly look to
Bir George I'Jr!-y as an interpreter of
the publiec mind

Sir Robert is not a [v'n'lh:mn
may be the reason some people have
concluded that he is a statesman He
bas a sort of genius for doing the right
thing at the wrong time or vice versa
Neither is he an orator. He can make
almont any subject uninteresting
Moreover, he mumbles his words, always
appears to have a clove or something
like that in his mouth and punctuates
his orations with so many extracts from
printed documents that ‘‘Borden read
ings"' have become a by -word in the
House But there are oceasions, far
separated though they be, when he ap
pears to shed his books, his clove gnd
the marcelle wave in his hair and stand
forth an orator and a statesman. When
he announced his conscription policy
}l‘ oration was so eloquent and ecour
geous that his followers were enthusi
astic. The real Borden for whom they
had vainly searched far vears, had at

That

PBut the enthosinem
apparestly forgetting the

inst  appenred

waned when

boys at the front for whom he had put
forward such & pathet plea, he speant
almost the entire summer lookis for
this Union Government we now ave

The next time he showed to sdvantage

was almost & Your lnter when e ™
wlled the farmer invasion of the capital
inst May That time be I not arouse
the same admiration His followers

sl not help wondering where they
- i be next Ay

But the Premier's pursuit of Union
Goverament marked him as pereevering
and determined. you say Well, per
hapa It s well. hawever. (o remember
that one or two others waniad Usios
Government just as much s did Bir
Robert One of these wan Bir Olifford
Hifton Another was Bir Joseph Fia
velle Both are in the habit of getting

what they go after
amount of nation With one
of them prodding on each side BSir
Bobert Barden would kave been a much
stronger man than he s had he turned
esither to the right or 1o the laft

But you probably ask, if Bir Robert
i* not & strong man and s seither a
politician nor orator, how 4id he arrive!
And it may be that if a Cabinet
Minister is an sccident, & Premior is »
vietim of cireumstances. Bir Robert

Earh has & cortain
fetorm

goes om the rocks Jim Oalder will be found
best provisioned life raft

was born in Nova Beotia and is conse
pently a statesman as naturally as a
?(rn!nrhmn is a colonel. Boys down
that way are said to be divided in their
ambitions. Bome want to be premiers,

others to be brakemen on the Inter
coloninl. Sir Robert’s family have al
resdly filled several  pages of the
country’s  pay

roll and be fol-
lowed the fam-
ily inclination,
ru\‘ing the way
yy studyin
law. He is stil
a high-class
constitutional
lawver Of
course, he came
to Parliament
in the natural
courseof eventa
When Adisaster
overtook the
Conservative
party, his fine
appearance, his
nice wavy hair,
his natural dig
nity and his
knowledge of
constitutional
law made him leader
once or twice and failed,
opponents adapted reciprocity and made
i Veomier Fyer sinee it has hoon

Hon. Mr.

Reid took »
He tried to

him

Then his

(eme) 7

repartied more than once that be meant
o retire. Bt e 2t In the worde
of an ol Conservative wheel horee now
i the Senate, ““He likes the position;
and he Hikge the honor. "'  Conseription,
ably assistad by Sir Clifford Bifton and
Bir Jomeph Flavelle, finished the job.

If you leave it o Bir Robert 1o same
the moet distinguished members of his
Cabinet he will probably say Hon. New.

ton Wesley Rowell and Hon Arther
Mo {h'r He has boon known 1o say a
much. But the majority of his followen

lon ‘'t believe him Neither do the (»
position nor the disinterssted spectators
n the gallorien. If you want 1o go stil
further, neither doos Hon Wewton think
it of Hon. Arthar nor Hon. Arthar of
Hon Newtlon My Meighen wae
tencher ‘s pot before the days of Union,
Then along came Mr, Rowell and put
his nose out of joint. The latter may
not be popular in the House, ae & matier
of factl in very mueh otherwise, hut he
knows how to be niee 10 the Pramisr
and to gt his own war fteo For
sstance, afjer the ohibition order-
ncouncil was promuigated, Sir Robert
found his desk piled high with tele
grams of appreciation from clergymen
all over Canada.  Natunslly he exper
enced foolings of virtuous slation asd
felt grateful to the Neutenant who had
ruggestod legisiation that bhrought sueh
A spontancous owiburst of »
What he did not know was that Hos.
Mr. Rowell had stagemanaged the
whole procesding—that the wires were
sent ot his sy tion. By little things
like this, attached to a deferential man:
ner, Mr. Rowell has gained and
hald the ear of his chief. Bo
that there must be moments when Hon.
Arthur wonders If he was not
his energion when he worked w0
to bring about the union Sir Robert and
the others longed for. For Hon. Arthur
sacrificed not a little of his popular
with the old Tories when, at the th
of his chief, he helped fll the fromt
benches with his oldtime enemion
When he first came in from the Prairies
under the wing of Hon. Bob
young Arthur was the infant prodigy
the House. His argument was ati
partisan and the 3: hidebound T
would gather in the House when he
wpoke and choer his every sentence. He
began to loom up as the Tory leader of
the future and whether he “to
bireak from the Rogers' leadin nge
or the older man recognized a
rival for the Western leadership in
voung Arthur ecan only be surmised
What can be told with certainty is that
whenever a nasty deal had to be de
fended on the floor of the House, the
young Bolicitor-General got the job.
“rom champion of the extreme
he became the champion hair-splitter
and when be unodpll as
Union-Maker to Bir Robert
while Hon. Robert Rogers stood out
the leader of those utterly opposed to
Union, be moved yet furtlzv away from
those who were loudest in his praises.
8o, as Hon. Newton is buay watehing
Hon. Arthur, and Hon. Arthur is busy
watehing Hon. Newton and neither has
any following wotth mentioning in the

;

i

chalr in the Borden Kitchan and st down.

House, they can safely be dismissed

when l‘-rinﬁ futures, Are ciever

Inwyers hut Parliament is full of clever
(‘Mnﬁ-ﬂ




