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The BGrain Growers BGuide

Winnipeg, TWednesdap, Januarp 31st,

THE U.JF.A. CONVENTION
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We presented a large number ol
tion which the farmers have
sted and asked Mr. Brown to
in his article, which begins in The Guide
this issue and which will be concluded next

been

discuss

week
While not an official pron

n ouncement irom
e Canadian chartered

banks, Mr. Br ~
¢ may be considered as representin t
viewpoint of the bankers }'("!ll.\l:‘. 13

time, so far as our knowledge goes
representative banker has discussed

fully and openly
and we consider that it is a splendid move in
the nght direction. There has been altogether
too much secrecy in connection with our bank
ing stitutions. If they are the best for our
needs they should be able to demonstrate that
fact thru.publicity and service. If they require
improvements, those improvements should be

nat any

freely

hese questions so

made. It s a fundamental error to attempt
to mamtain the banking system upon a
pedestal Our readers will welcome Mr

Brown'

all Cases agree

or not they will
his conclusions. We

whether
with

L
frankness

would rec

mmend that every reader of The

Guide should read very carefully both this
andd next week's article by Mr. Brown and
reserve wism and comment until they
we studied both articles. We shall then be

] receive letters from our subscnibers
ommenting upon these articles and enticsing

v

asking any further questions they

vish in regard w0 the 'M:.,.”;A system as

effects the credit of Western farmers. We are

! ! 1o publish any enticism that seems

worthy publication and we will ask Mr
Brown to answer questions that are asked

Mr. Brow has set lorth In great detail the

ts that make or mar a farmer's credit

Al and these facts should not be passed

ity The more money the farmers
are able to borrow from the banks in Western
is wisely used, the greater
w Il be the wealth production. The saler the
wss. the lower will be the rate of interest
s will accept. We are not here

Canada prov wded it

the bank

going to enter into any onticism of Mr
Brown's article. We feel greatly obliged to
him for prepaning the articles and we feel
that it s a distinct service, fot only to the
{armers, but to the bankers as well to have
this matter dealt with so fully and com

pletely in the public press. After our readers
ve considered it and sent in their enticiam
mments, suggestions and questions, we will
matter over for discussion with
of amving at helpiul conclusions to
secure a still better banking service for Western

throw the

the dea

\ THE TARIFF AND TIN PALLS

Every {armer iggpws the tin pail we generally
of as a ten quart padl (really about
juarts It is the cheapest and poorest
quality pail on the market. It is & pail used
in large numbers and “protected™ to the tune
of 3244 per cent. As a result, the following are
comparstive prices per dosen on what we
pay now at Winnipeg and what we could buy

JE =

1y

this pail for if there were no duty
Present Without
Cost ')Ul,’
Manufacturers’ price, per dos. $2.33 1. 42
Wholesalers' price, per dos 2.81 L7

Retailers’ price, per dos 318 2.0
Price to {armer, each n 19
Thus by protection the ultimate price of
this pail s advanced 13 cents or 68 per cent
Who is the protection for! . lncidentally it
might be mentioned that the present Minwster
militia is oné¢ of the chief bencficiaries of
most highly protected industry

1917
HAVE PRODUCERS A VOICE

I'he value of the agricu'tural products of
British Columbia, for the year ending March,

1916, was shghtly over $30.000,000 The
total value of the fruit produced in that pro-
vince 1915, a fairly good year, was $1.-
600,000. Of the latter figure apples made up
1 little over one-half or $881.000 (1.537 can)

> " 11
Practically all

of these were marketed by a
comparatively small number of growers,
around 1,500

The farmers of the three prairie provinces
in 1915 produced 360,000,000 bushels of
wheat worth about half a billion dollars or
nearly 600 times as much as the apples of
British Columbia. Yet this comparatively
small fruit interest was able to go to Ottawa
a year ago and get an extra duty of 50 cents
a barrel with which to add their extra burden
on to the grain growers. Why was this? Why
had a few apple growers such influence when
the prairie farmers can get virtually M
they ask from Ottawa but the cold shoulder!
Verily, it is time the farmers sent some repre-
sentatives of their own to Ottawa. The new
Nationa! Political Platform has pointed the
way. It only remains for the farmers to act,
but that means some sacrifice. Are they ready
to make it?

or less

FREE TRADE MUNITION MAKING

Recently when the United States Govern-
ment asked for tenders for a vanety of shells
for naval purposes, the contract was awarded
to an English firm, Hadfields of Sheffield. On
16 inch shells, for which the Bethicheni Steel
Co. asked $755 each and the Midvale Stesl
Co. $900 each, the English firm only asked
$513. PFurthermore, whereas the American
or home companies could only ‘
livery in 24 0 42 months, the ish firm

En-u-.-d delivery in 16 months, et '
ingnsh firm was not only in the midst
of this war when costs in B
posed to have soared so high, but
other termble handicap—i{ree
crux of the matter is that the Uni
steel companies ecither thought the
States Government was up against
deliberately decided to make the
pay dear (a8 most people do‘u.)‘ govern-
ment), or clse these huge T
built up under high protection are not w
compete with the English lmﬂm
under free trade. Not many ago

there was a strong move in United §

have the government manufacture
own munitions, the Bethichem Steel
the loudest protester. It offered t0
Yhm o work at cost plus a mﬂm
{ence these prices either

parative costs of nuhm‘m the
countnes named or else these American
were mere.y rying o perpetrate on &
posedly belpless government the old
highway robbery. It should also
bered that the English steel worker under his
umson (existent prior 1o war) had aneight
day, while t has been shown
unionism has been squeiched i the P
steel mills and workers are fogeed work
tweive hours & day for seven days in
year in and ¥ out, under conditions
squalor and poverty

A CASE OF INJUSTICE

A case has come to owr sttention whers
(mmwmwwh
a local agent of &
loan on his farm
money was forthcoming from the
company despite the fact thet the
had been regmwtered, and his farm
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