
THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

A NOTABLE VICTORIA I. O. D. E. WORKER

By Edith M. Cuppage.

An interesting personality in the large and influential 
organization, the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire, 
is Mrs. C. D. Neroutsos of Victoria, educational secretary for 
the Provincial branch. Not only has Mrs. Neroutsos given 
much time and energy to the work of enlarging the activities 
of the educational work of the order, but she has contributed 
to the wider scope of the organization through her associa­
tion with the Navy League of Canada in her duties as former 
honorary organizing secretary for British Columbia.

The I. O. D. E. has for a long time supported the Navy 
League as part of its work in promoting Imperialism in a 
practical way, and in Mrs. Neroutsos the Provincial Chapter 
has a secretary well qualified to cement the bond between 
the two patriotic organizations working for greater Imperial 
unity. On a tour of the province a short time ago, Mrs. 
Neroutsos was successful in promoting a number of branches 
in the settled districts throughout British Columbia, and in­
spiring an interest which might otherwise have been con­
fined to the port cities. With a retiring disposition, little 
liking publicity, she carried on the work unostentatiously, 
but none the less effectively.

The educational work of the I. O. D. E. having assumed 
larger proportions this year than ever before, provides a wide 
field for the energies of British Columbia’s indefatigable sec­
retary, for in it is incorporated the big war memorial scheme 
of the order,' for which $200,000 is to be raised in Canada to 
bp spent in educational work as a memorial to the men and 
women who died gloriously in the great war. British Colum­
bia has decided to contribute $50,000 to this fund.

The memorial scheme has been worked out in details, 
which have already been given to the public. Briefly, educa­
tional facilities for Canadian school children, with particular 
provision for the families of veterans, will be increased with 
a view to promoting Imperialism out of a better knowledge of 
the Empire’s ideals and traditions. The various chapters of 
the order in this province have already embarked on the work 
of raising their contribution to this important undertaking.

A tribute to the valuable co-operation between the Navy 
League in British Columbia, and the National Chapter of the 
Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire was paid at the 
last annual meeting of the latter. The Navy League pur­
chased from the I. O. D. E. four hundred and thirty pictures 
depicting great naval events in the history of the Empire, 
as well as a number of gift and prize books dealing with the 
history of the Empire, The Navy League, wherever organ­
ized, recognizes the local chapters of the I. O. D. E. by mak­
ing their officers ex-officio members. Mrs. Gooderham, presi­
dent of the National Chapter, I. O. D. E., is first vice-presi­
dent of the Dominion Navy League. The continuance of the 
harmonious relations of the two great organizations, whose 
.unis are identical, is urged by the Navy League committee 
of the I. O. D. E.

Lnder the direction of the educational secretaries tor the 
piovince, school libraries have been established in the coun- 

1 y districts, where suitable reading matter is comparatively 
S(<uce. In places where a large foreign element prevails, 
1 hese libraries are doing excellent work in Canadianizfng the 
''icnTmrn, or childrén of alien parentage. Sets of historical
" lllres have also been placed in the Normal schools of the

Province.
Mrs. Neroutsos believes in the good influence of women 

111 public Hfe for the betterment of humanity. She advocates 
! " the I, O. D. E. should support at least one woman can-
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didate for school board or city council. Just this month at 
a meeting of the Provincial Chapter, I. O. D. E., she sounded 
a clarion .call to women to come forward and take their part 
in the affairs of the country. There was never a time, she 
declared, when there was so much work for women to do as 
in these reconstruction days. " The rehabilitation of soldiers 
on the land and the care of their families, some of whom are 
new to this country, is a subject in which Mrs. Neroutsos is 
especially interesting herself.

DR. H. E. THOMAS = DENTIST
Appointments by phoning Seymour 3848 

303 Bower Building
543 Granville St. Vancouver, B.C.
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LEATHER GOODS STORE
For Useful, Durable ^nd Attractive Gifts 
LADIES’ HAND BAGS A SPECIALTY
A Large Selection of all Kinds of Travelling Goods

J. F. BURNS
519 Granville Street, Vancouver, B. C- 
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Purdy’s Are 
Sweet Reflections

As a personal gift Candy seems tp be 
recognized as having a field all its own.

It IS a gift—something one can take 
along and the sharing of it breaks down 

^barriers of reserve—opens pleasant 
channels of talk.

The best candy is Purdy’s. Mr. 
Purdy’s name on a box of chocolates 
is an indication that the giver has 
selected with discrimination—and has 
some appreciation of goodness as ex­
pressed in candy.

R. C. Purdy, Limited
Maker of Purdy’s Ice Cream

675 Granville Street Vancouver, B.C.
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