
THE WESLEYAN.

Cfjc Kctiitt<iKat.

Fur the Wctlrynti.
A Y LES FORD REVIVAL OF RELIGION.

Ortri Sir,—T« me it is n cause of some regret 
ilmt some of your friends, in this neighbourhood, 
have not, as it was their duly, made it their business, 
tu furnish you, for publication in the Wesleyan, 
some particulars of the late happy revival of religion 
in this part of our gracious Master’s vineyard. As 
tile writer of this was not residing in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Chapel in the western part of 
Ayle.sfurd, and where the work seemed most power
ful, lie had supposed that the subject would have 
been attended to by others, and was thus resting the 
matter until he olrserved a hint from you in one of 
your late numbers. The labours of our dear Rev. 
friend, which arc very extensive, particularly since the 
revival commenced, together with the hope thatsome 
of the friends would make it their business, has pre
cluded him from attending to it ; nud thus the matter 
lias pas-êd^ver until the present time. Hoping that 
yourself and the public may consider that those cir
cumstances will form h sufficient apology, I will en- 
deavut£$, by divine assistance, to furnish you with 
some particulars on the subject.

It pfcased our gracious Lord, in the course of his 
good providence, that the Rev. Peter Sleep was ap
pointed to this Circuit. This faithful and laborious 
minister of Christ, commenced his labours among 
ns shortly after the silting of Conference. He con
tinued his labours without any extraordinary mani
festation of thi: blessing of Itis Divine Master accom
panying them,—at least in this part of the Circuit, 
though in other parts his labours had been much 
blessed,—until, I think, about the middle of August. 
It happened that, ulmut this time, while fulfilling an 
appointment in a private neighbourhood, his meeting 
was tfttonded l>v one who Jhad imbibed and professed 
the doctrines of Univcr-alism—which has been ap
propriately termed, “that annodyne for the pangsof an 
awakened conscience”—but which could not avail 
for this individual, when lie viewed his aggravated 
sms mid follies : and he trembled for the awful con
sequences of having so wilfully offended a righteous 
God. He had Iweu religiously instructed in youth by 
a pious mother ; and had embraced those principles 
«bout eight years previously, during a limited stay in 

^ that land which is so fruitful in vice, and where a 
reckless disregard is so generally paid to the principles 
of genuine piety,—the United States ; ami he adhered 
to, and upheld them, with the most determined réso
lution, with what talent he was capable of exercising. 
Rut his conscience quaked before the Lord, under the 
ministration of bis word, by his faithful servant ; and 
lie began to impure in bis heart, “ what he should do 
N> ho saved.” After labouring under deep convic
tion lor a number of days, and continuing diligent in 
prayer to God, and searching his word, lie found 
“that peace which passeth all understanding and 
lie was enabled to say with the Psalmist,—“ Come 
all ye that fear the l.urd, ami I will tell you vvliat lie 
hath done for my soul.” lie is now diligently at
tending to the preaching of those doctrines which he 
before affected to despise, and would denounce as 
“ perfect nonsense and is exhorting others to be
come partakers of the same blessings which he, 
through the divine blessing, has been made a partaker 
of. Shortly after this conversion, a young woman, 
who attended the preaching in the same place, became 
deeply concerned, and manifested a determination to 
lead a new life.

In the latter part of October, he (Mr. S.) appointed 
n protracted meeting, to take place in West Ay lés
ion! Chapel, and invited the Rev. R. Shepherd, of 
Portland, New Brunswick, to assist him ; and the

two latter days he was assisted hy the Rev. G. John
son, from Bridgetown. The meeting commenced on 
Friday the 26th inst., and continued five days. |* 
was well attended fPorn the commencement, and the 
congregations generally, were very attentive ; though 
during the first «lays there were no extraordinary 
symptoms of good. On Monday and Tuesday, how
ever, the divine blessing began to he wonderfully 
manifested, and the Spirit of the Lord seemed to 
ojterate on the minds of the people in a powerful man
ner. The hearts of believers were filled with love to 
God, ami many sinners were “pricked to their hearts,” 
and begun to inquire “ what they should do to he 
saved.” An invitation was given for those who were 
convinced of their need of salvation, and were desirous 
to have the prayers of the congregation, especially 
in their behalf, to go forward uml kneel at the altar; 
and it was accepted by several, principally young per
sons. A more affecting scene has, perhaps, been sel
dom witnessed at a place of public worship. The 
sight of young persons separating themselves from 
the congregation, and in effect from their gay com
panions, arid a trifling world, and going to the altar 
weeping penitents, acknowledging their determina
tion to forsake their sins,—to lead a new life,—soil 
to seek pardon at the hand of an offended God, caused 
tears of joy to flow freely from the eyes of the licliever, 
—the stiff-necked anil unbelievers to tremble and 
hang their heads ; and all seemed to feel that “ verily 
the Loril is in this place.”

The protracted meeting closed on Tuesday, but 
meetings were kept up as often as possible, having 
preaching generally one evening in the week, and 
public meetings fur prayer ami exhortation ones, 
and often twice, beside. The number of penitents 
gradually increased, ami many of them began to find 
peace with God ; and the good work has progressed 
in a pleasing manner. Class-meetings for one evening 
in the week were established in different neighbour
hoods, to suit the convenience of the young convertit, 
which have been the blessed means of materially 
strengthening them, and advancing their growth in pi
ety. The meetings continue to lie very well attended, 
and though the revival has rather ceased, yetthe stead
fast conduct of those who have professed, leaves no 
room to doubt the genuineness of the work ; and the 
young converts seem to be “ growing in grace, mid in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

I am happy to inform you that about sixty-firc 
members, chiefly young persons, from the age of 
fourteen to twenty-five, have been added to the so
ciety which meets at this Chapel, (one of which, after 
a short but happy journey in the path of piety, has 
“ gone to rest”) and about one hundred and twenty, 
or upwards, altogether, throughout the Circuit.

A short time alter the revival commenced, of which 
I have been speaking, a gracious work commenced 
in the eastern part of the Circuit ; another, though 
not so extensive, at Nictaux Falls, and another just 
without the limits of this Circuit, in the neighliour- 
hood of Mr. Henry Y room, where, I nm informed, 
about thirty’ have been added. Blessed revivals are 
now going on in different parts of the Bridgetown 
Circuit, and likewise in the Annapolis Circuit, ol 
which you will probably get particulars ere long. 
When we reflect on these things, we may certainly 
exclaim with grateful feelings,—“ What hath the 
Lord wrought !” Hoping that these particulars tuny 
prove acceptable,

I remain yours,
Very respectfully,

Aylesfonl, May 4th, 1939. T. XV- C.

For die Wesleyan.
PRAYER FOR REVIVALS 

Heartfelt interest in the cause of God will ever Ik* 
manifest by corresponding fervency in prayer for the


