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THE ANNUNCIATION.

The festival of the Aununciation
of the Blessed Virgin. which is cele-
brated by the Church on the 25th
of the present month, is one of the
important feasts in the Calendar,
because the mysteries which are com-
memorated on it are of the hizhest
importance to every Christian.  The
event in the life of Christ which we
are on this day invited by the Church
to honor is His Incarnation, which
is tho greatest of all benelits conferred
on man, inasmuch as it is the means
wheveby the inheritence which was
fos: through the sin of our first
human

parents is restored to the

race.
On  Christmas day we also com
ry of the Incar-

tion, with special refercnce to our

memorated this mnyst

F
Redeamor Jesus Christ in person, and
Yor this reason the feast of tha Annun-
ciation, instituted in memory of the
sim? mysie
2o tha Blessed Viegin, whose share in
the mystery is not to be overlooked.

ig espocially dedicated

While Christmas day is reckoned as

one ol the feasts of our Lowrd the
Annunciation is on this account re-
ecarded as a  feast of the Blessed
Virgin, and the oftices of the Church
recited on this feast keep in view the
honor duz to the Blessed Virgin,
which is paid to her because God
Mimself so much honored her.

The history of the Annunciation is
to be found in the first chapter of the
Gospel a Luke.

The Angel Gabrizl was sent from

cording to St

£3od into Nazareth, a city of Galilez, to

Mary, & virgin espousad to Joseph, of
tha House of David. ** Aud the Angel
being come in said unuto her : Hail fall
of grace: the Lord is
Blessad art thou an

with thee:

ong woman.
Alary  was much surprised and
troubled at being thus addressed, **and
thought within herself what manner of
salutation this should bo.  And the
Angel to her: *Fear not Mary,
for thou hast found grace with G
Behold thou shalt
womb and shalt bring forth a Son, and

conceive in thy
thou shalt call His name Jesus. He
shall be great and shall be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord
3od shall give unto Him the throne of
David His father, and ile shall reign
And of
}lis kingdom there shall be no end

*“ And

in the house of Jacob forever.

Mary said to the

Angel :
tlow shall this be done, because 1
know man ? And the Angel
TNSWET said to her: ‘the Holy

host st

nower ot

all come upon thee, and the
the Most High shall over
shadow th id therefore also the
Holy which s! be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God. ™’

The Angel a sign of the

truth of his statement, and to assure

then, as

Mary that what he foretold should hap-
pen, gave her the information that her
cousin LElizabeth was about to give
Then

birth to a child in her old ag
Mary said :

“* Behold the handmaid of the Lord,
Be it done to me according to thy
ward.  And the Angel departed from
he

The purpose of our divine Saviour's
birth was the redemption of mankind.

By the sin of our first parents heaven
was closed against the whole human
race, and it could not be opened, ex-
copt by Ged Himself, and the method
adepted by God was that His Son, the

we may regard it as God's only pur-
pose in His act of humiliation in coming
down from His throne in heaven to be
our brother in the flesh ; so we are told
in the Nicene Creed :

“For us and for our salvation He
came down from heaven.”

And by St. Paul:

“*Who being in_the form of God
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God ; but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a servant, being made in the
likeness of men. and in habit found as
aman. He humbled Himself, becoming
obedient unto death, even to the death
of the cross. For which cause God also
hath exalted Him and hath given Him
a name which is above all names.”
Phil. ii., 6, 9.)

““ It hath well pleased the Father
through Him ¢o reconcile all things
unto Himself, making peace through
the blood of Hiscross . . . . Dblott-
ing out the handwriting of the decree
that wasagainstus . . fasten-
ing it to the cross.”

The share which Mary had in this
work of Redemption is described in the
passage from St. Luke which we have
already quoted. The Incarnation of
our Lord is made to depend on her
consent to the mystery of the Incarna-
tion : and the Redemption of man is in
suspense until she utters the consent-
ing words:

** B2 it done to me according to thy
word.”

We therefore owe to her, in the

sacond place, afrer our Lord Himself,
our Redemption from the power of
thoe devil, and it is most proper that
on the recurrence of the feast of the
Annunciation we should express our
profound gratitude to her.
The mystery of the Incarntion,
whereby God becomes the Son of Mary,
must ever be a strong motive on ac-
count of which we shoald honor the
Blessed and Immaculate Mother of God.
The greatness of the dignity conferred
upon her by this event is proclaimed
by her cousin Elizabeth, who declares
herself unworthy that she should be
honored with a visit from one so cle-
vated :

““Whence is this to me
Mother of my Lord
me ?” Luke 1.
Mary also, with all humility, de-
clares the

that the
should come to

dignity of her position :
My soul doth magnify the Lord
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour. . . . Bacause he that is
mighty hath done great things to me :
and holy is his name.’

But she does not forget to continue
the practice of humility in the midst
of her dignity, for she is fally aware
that it is on account
which
character

of this virtue
shone so brightly in her

that she has received so

great a favor, for:

** He hath regarded the humility of
His handmaid.”

We must. therefore, on this great
unite in honoring the ever
Blessed Mother of God.  This honor is
due to her, and is paid to her by ail
natious in the Catholic Church, as Mary
foretold should be the case.

‘For behold from henceforth all
tions shall call me Blessed.

feast,

NPURIOUS CLAIMS.

It was not formerly the case, but of
l;

practice, f.

common
Anglicans to endeavor to

te years it has become a

make it appear that themodern Church
b

of England isidentical with the Church

as it existed in England before the so-

called ** Reformation.”

To those who know the history of
that Reformation this claim is too pre-
posterous to require refutation : yet
there are some well-meaning Anglicans
who accept the statement, because they
place implicit confidence in the asser-
tions of their clergy or of polemical
writers who by such groundless state-
ments try to justify  the
schism.

Anglican
Others will adopt any theory
which will give them a chance to
maintain for a time that their here
tical establishment is the one true and
Apostolic Church which has existed for
more than eighteen centuries, having
been established by Christ Himself and
having continued to exist from the days
of the Apostles down to the present
time

second person of the adorable Trinity,
should take upon Himself human in- |
firmities, and live on earth a life of
woverty, cbscurity and suffering, and |
should die the death which we deserved '
for our sins.  In no other way could
sin be adequately atoned for and the |
ddebt due to God on account of it be
sufficiently paid.

Tt was on the feast of the Annuncia
tiow, that Christ took the
first atep towards this great work of
Redemption by becoming the Son of
Mary.

wihar purpose of the Incarnation ex-

therefore,

Holy Seripture mentions uno

capt the one woe have painted out, enr
Raedemption.  God may in His infinite
wisdom have had in view other pur-
woses basides, but as far as we are con-
<erned, we know only of this one, and

" the Church of

A rvecent article in the Canadian
Churchman, which was especially in-
tended fov the instruction of the young
in the principles of Christianity, isa
sample of the absurdity of which we
here speak.  We are told :

** Perhaps yvou may say, ‘I thought
1gland began three or
ars ago, at the Reform-
ation.  Was it not begun by Heury
VI and Cranmer ?'

four hundred )

game, which
writer in the Canadian Churchman,
is generally called by the significent
name, ‘‘bluff.” It consists in boldly
asserting what is not true, in the
expectation of bearing down opposition
by the sheer force of brazen effron-
tery.

The article in question appeared in
the Churchman of 21st. Jan., and
we notice it because the assumptions
contained in it are so frequently now
put forward by those writers, clerical
and lay, whoare engaged in discussing
the intestine Dbickerings which are
raging within the bosom of Anglican-
ism, perhaps more so in Canada than
even in England and the United
States.

The case as stated by the writer in
the Churchman stands thus :

““In the reign of Heury VIII. the
Church of England, the old National
Church of this country, reformed her-
self. That is why 1t is called the
Reformation of the Church of Englaud.
We do not speak of anything wirich
begins for the first time as being re-
formed.’

The writer then says that the chief
reform required was to abolish the
authority of the Pope which had been
introduced into England *‘ four or five
hundred years " previously, and Henry
VIIL, seeing that he would besupported
by the people and the Church, openly
quarrelled with the Pope and declared
that the Pope had no authority in his
realm. Henry was not a good man, and
his quarrel was begun on a bad pretext,
but God used him as an instrument for
the reformation of the Church as He
used John for a similar purpose.”

We are then told that a number of
superstitious customs and errors which
had crept into the Church were cut
away ‘*and the old Latin services, with
some changes, were translaied
English.

into
The ancient customs
The old
priests and
deacons went on as before. Times
change, but our Church ways of teach-
ing and worshipping are just the old
ways which once all C
Queen Elizabeth said: ‘ There is no
new faith propagated in England.

and ceeds were retained.

succession  of Bishops,

istians used.

Roman Catholics in England e
modern ones.  Ceitainly there n
Catholic Church
Though the Bishop of Rome
had influence here, and though things
were done, to a large extent, in the
same way as they are now done in

was any * Roman
here.

Roman Catholie countries. yet ours was

always the English Catholie,. not
toman Catholie Church. and the name
by which it was always known was the
name it has still, ‘the Charch of 'Eng-
land or Anglican Church.””

There is no greater absurdity im-
aginable than all this effort to make
the modern Church of Engiand appear
to be the Catholic Church.
Before Protestantisin arose it certainly
often happened that the Church in any
particular called the
Church of that country. as the Church
of England, the Church of France, etc..

ancient

country  was

but this mode of speech by no means
implied independent national Churches
those They
were simply portions of the one uni-

existing in countries
versal Church which for convenience
of speech were thus designated, and it
may be seen even from the admission
of the Canadian Churchman that all
these portions of the Church recognized
as their head the Bishop of
whose authority was universal.

lome,

Christ did not institute a plurality
of Churches, so that each nation should
have an independent ecclesiastical
organization, with doctrines to suit the
fancies of its adherents. He com-
missioned His Apostles to teach His one
gospel everywhere as He had revealed
it, and in the Apostolic body was the
centre of unity. The Apostolic body
did not claim to be the source of as
many distinet organizations as there
were Apostles, but all assembled in
council to decide upon matters of
general interest to the Church, and
the decisions of the council were
obligatory on the whole Church, so that
the Council of Jerusalem, the assem-
blage of which is described in the
fiftecnth chapter of the Acts ot the
Apostles, issued its decrees as being
the voice of the Holy Ghost.

The John xxi.
which Christ gave to St. Peter to feed
His lambs and His sheep is also gen-
eral. thus excluding the

Commission  St.

positively

** This is quite a mistake, as all per-
sons who have studied the history of
Fngland know.”

It is a common practice for dis-

honest writers to pretend that their
fallacies  and misrepresentations  of
history are well known facts, and

this course often terrifies the ignorant
and timid into admissions which they |
otherwise would not make. This

 this be needed it will be found ia the

Anglican idea of independent national
Churches : and if any further proof of

is ‘attempted by the!

is its absolute unity that any organi-
zation which is not part of that uni-
versal Church, or”“whlch does not
recognize the successor of St. Peter as
its head, cannot have the least claim
to be either the Church of Christ itself
or any portion thercof. The Anglican
Church is precisely in this plight.
The Church of England, as it existed
before Henry VIIL, was admittedly part
of the universal Church of Christ, and,
like the Churches of all other countries,
it recognized the Popas as St. Peter'’s
lawful successor. But as soon as it
ceased to have communion with the
universal Church and its Supreme
Head, it beecame but a rotten and dead
limb, and as such it was lopped from
the tree from which was derived all
spiritual life  Instead of acknowledg-
ing the authority which Christ estab-
lished as supreme it recognized
as its head a king whom the
Churchman adinits to have assumed
that authority for an evil purpose.
This purpose, it is well known, was
that he might free himself from sub-
jeetion to the divine law] which binds
kings as well as subjects, to be faithful
to their marriage obligations.

The Churchmman misrepresents the
causes which led to the establishment
of the modern Church of England,
when it states that it was established
for the purpose of geiting rid of the
usurped authority of the Pope. It was
established by Henrvy VIIL because he
foresaw that a National Church, recog
nizing him as its head, would be more
accommodating than the Church of
God to exempt him from duties which
all Christians are bound to fulfil. In
this he was not mistaken. He used his
carthly power to substitute a human
tor a divine Church, and the result
was that this ereature of his will gave
him all the liberty he desired to violate
God’s law, and went through the mock-
ery of approving and blessing his
second, third and even
marriage : a mockery which of itself is
sufticient to show that it has no claim
to be called the true Church of Christ.

his scventh

The boast of the Churchman that the
mwodern Church of which it claims to be
an organ is alone called the
Church of England is of littie avail.

1now

We are nowhere told in Seripture or

iastical tradition that a Chuich is)
necessarily the Church of Christ be-
cause it has the civil power on its side
enabling it to usurp the name of the
*Church of England,” though the
** Church of England " was truly a part
of the Church of Christ when the name
was indicative of what it ought to
nean at the presentday. The Church
which is ene with the ancient Church
of England is the Catholic Church in
unicn with St. Peter’s successor.

The statement that the Church of
England was not Roman before the

Reformation is a mis-statement. It
was a Pope who sent the missionaries
who Christianized King Lucius in the
year 157, and a Pope who sent St.
Augzustine and his monks to convert
the Angles and after these
nations had succeeded in conquering

Saxons
the couniry : and after both of these
periods, as well as after the Norman
conquest, the authority of the Pope
was fully recognized by the LEnglish
Church, though it did occur from time
to time that the kings were sometimes
inclined through motives of avarice
interfere  with the
to assume rights in the
government  of the Church which
neither the Church itself, nor the Pope,
its supreme head, would ever recog-
nize.

or ambition to

liberty, or

Jut with all this not even these
rebellious gkings ever assumed the
supremacy which was granted to
Henry VIIL, Edward IV. and Elizabeth
by the civilly created modern Church
of England.

We might continue this subject by
showing the changes of doctrine intro-:
duced by the modern English Church,
but as the present article is already
sufticiently long, we shall merely add
that neither in doetrine nor in dis-
cipline is the Church of England, so
called now-a days, one with the Church

of St. Anselm, Cardinal Pandulf,
Venerable Bede, St. Augustine, and
Fulgentius, through whom we are

brought to the first introduction of
Christianity into Britain.

As the Churchman appeals to Magna
Charta to prove that the Church of

A CONTROVERSY ON RITUAL-
ISTIC PRACTICES.

It was announced a few weeks ago
that Dr. Ellicot, Anglican Bishop of
Gloucester, had reccived from his
admirers in that city the gift of a
mitre, a cope, a crosier and other
ecclesiastical ornaments.  The Evan-
gelical or Low Church section of his
Cathedral parish, always on the look-
out for anything of Papistical tend-
ency, protested strongly against the
acceptance of the gift, and still more
vehemently against the use of these
ornaments in any way in public wor-
ship.

Dr. Ellicot has replied publicly to
those who made this protest, and he
informs them that he will make use of
the vestments, and will hand them
down to his successors in his See. The
reason he gives for showing this much
respect for these ecclesiastical orna-
ments is the strangest part of the
matter. It is not because the orna-
ments are necessary for the decorum
of public worship. nor beeause they
are prescribed by the Church Ritual
that he will use themn, but because ‘it
would be disrespectful to the donors
if he treated their
account.”

gifts as of no
He can discover no better
reason for adhering to an ancient
ecclesiastical usaze than to winister
to the pride of a number of his more
wealthy parishioners.

The Evangelicals are now in a great
rage against their Bishop because he
pays no attention to their remon-
strances.
vestments used in the Chureh as wicked
and superstitious, but it is clear that
Dr. Ellicot is of a different opinion.
The malcontents Lelieve that the use
of emblems of episcopal authority in
the Church will be a step towards a
return to ancient Catholic usages and
doctrines, but the Bishop sees no such
danger. The Book of Common Prayer
expressly approves the use of such
vestments as were prescribed to be
used in the Church, during the reign
of King Edward VI., and we b
this rubric implies the use of mitre,
staff and cope, but this
ghted so long that we presume it
will puzzle the DBishop himself and

has been

the masters of
cathedral to know how to make proper
use of these so long neglected symboli
cal ornaments.

The Bishop, however, has the
Rubrics on his side, and in the argu-
ment he can snap his fingers at the
Low Churchmen who are so ready to
detect siguns that Protestantism is in
danger. But the Low Churchmen will
perhaps take the course which has been
adopted by

brethren of the
Church of the Ascension in Hamilton,
Ont., who are cutting of the supplies

their

and refusing to contribute their usual

offerings because the Rector there
follows the preseriptions of the prayer-

book by using ececle

stical vestments
as required by the standavds of the
Church.

It is somewhat strange that both in
Canada and England the ultra-Pro-
testants, who arve the loudest in pro-
claiming that the Catholic Church was
thoroughly purified and reformed by
the institution of the Church of Fng
land, should now discover that a strict
adherence to the rubries of the re-
formed Church will lead back to Popery.
must
foundation in

Popery have a
truth if the
consequence of even Protestant praec-
tice thus leads the mind to the adop-
tion of those very things which have
hitherto loudly denounced as
Popish errors and superstitions. We

very strong

logical

been

regard Dr. Ellicot’s reason for retain-
ing the ornaments to be a very weak
one. A Catholic would point out that
reason itself shows that the use of
special vestments in divine worship is
calculated to excite respect : and for
this cause among others their use
was commanded by God under the
Old Law ; and we learn from history
and ecclesiastical tradition that they
weig used in the Church of God from
the time of the Apostles.

These are valid reasons why appro-
priate ornaments should be used by
Catholic Bishops, as there is a real
authority attached to the office of a
Bishop in the Catholic Church, inas-
much as a Catholic Bishop is actually a

successor to the Apostles.  But thisis

Eagland was in the days of King John |
called the Church of England, we must :
remind our contemporary that Avch-
bishop Pandulph, the Primate of Eng-
land, whose name appears as the most |

building of Christ's one Church on the
rock, Peter: **Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my Church, |
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” (St. Matt. xvi., 18,)
From these considerations it follows
that so essential to the Church of Christ '

prominent among the nobles who
secured  that great charter, is de-
scribed on that same document as

** Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. "
Suchatitle would be very incongruously
applied to the Archbishop of Canterbury i
in the Church of England as it exists
to day,

_copal ornaments by

not the case with Dr. Ellicot and his
confreres, who are Bishops only by vir-
tueof authority contferred on themby the
civil law.

an Act of
ccclesiastical jurisdiction.

They ave civil efficers. but
Parliament cannot confer
I this were
the ground of the Low Church epposi-
tion to the use of witre and other ¢pis-
Dr. Ellicot, the
malcontents would have reason on their
side, for the mitre and crosier or staff
are by time honored usage essentially

' emblems of ecclesiastical authority .

xmonies of Gloucester |

L4 \
The mitre was used by the hiat tie

undertheold law Ilx, Xxviii., ;snpel;ft
and the staff by ** law-gjveys, "\~u(')
xxi., 18.) These emllems ayp t‘h..‘m.
fore properly used by Catholie ¥i~h«lw
but they are without ey oS

‘ aning in g,
hands of pseudo-Bishops, i), Dy

Ellicot, who cannot c¢laim Apostolie
authority. To them the vy (,,-;“
Optatus of Milevis (A. D, g0y >
dressed to the Donatist l’.x\|,..],\
perfectly applicable : — .
** Whence, then, is it that VO stijyg
to usurp unto yoursclves the keys ,‘A
the kingdom of heaven, you° .
sacrilegiously fight against th hg i
of Peter, by wvour presmmnption ';:,I,l;
audacity repudiating that lylu“.ul,‘,ﬁ
with which he deserved to 1o s
mended *who walked not
counsel of the ungodly,
the way of sinners.”  Your predecessops
went away in the counsel of ungogy
ness, that the Church wmight bhe '“\Phh'd
They also entered into the way
sinners, when they made the .‘nI'.»'-mp:
to divide Christ, whose robes cyey the
Jewswould nottear, whereasthe Apostle
aul asks :  “Is Christ divideq »
* Understand, then, late asit s, that
you are ungodly children, branches
broken from the tree, tendrils ent off
from the vine, a stream separated t'n,“‘.,
its fountain head. Asmall stream which
has no spring canuot be a fountaiy
head, nor a branch a tree,
flourishes from its own
branch cut off withers,”

ad.

are

Com-
m  the
nor stood in

mcece atree
roots, hut a

EDITORIAL NOTLS

A MOVEMENT is on foot to

procure
for the letter carriers an increase of

salary, and last week a large and iy

They rezard all special | fluential deputation  waited on the

{ Postmaster Gen

eral with this object iy

view. It may be said that his state.
ment in regard to the matter
the carriers an encouragi
and  we that the
brought

trust

will  be about at an

carly day. The won

er is that
for so many years such a shamefully

small pittance has been d«

these men, holding, as they
responsible  and
They are, in fact, at the

onerous
12 beginning,
placed on the same level as the most

poorly-paid class of wiskilled laborers
in the country, and the yearly
increase is aaiserly in extreme
Uncle Sam pays his hi help in
a manly fashion, and the rate of
wage allowed his letter carriers

enables them to make ends meet and
Fancy
a letter carrier, with a wife and fawmily

live in a respectable manner

to support, recciving a doilar a day!

Shame! Shame! Give the hard
workers a lift, gentlemen at Oitawa

Tiur Baptists have been celebrating
the centennial of Win
son who, it is claimed, was in his time
a great missionary. In the Baptist
communion Mr. Carey is no doubt con

Carey, a per-

sidered a very prominent personage,
though in the great world outside that
denomination he holds a ve
place.

rv small
Rev. Z. Grennell, of Detroit,
spoke at the meeting held in this city
after this fashion :

““This year was marked by the cele-
bration of two great events — the dis-
covery of the mew world four hundred
yvears ago and the opeuing up of the
foreign missionary mov
vears later.  Columbus and Carvey were
alike, inasmnuch as that they both
opened up new fields of enterprise and
that their efforts had been the result of
great developments. These men were
unlike in that one went forth asare
sult of selfishness and the other because
of his love. The star of Columbus
pales in comparison with the radiance
of Carey. Christians gave thanksto
God for the great man He raised up
100 years ago.  The Carey centenmal
was a fresh recognition of the goodness
of God. We might speak of the Carey
epoch and the Luther reformation in
similar terms.”

The Centennial Commissioners at
Chicago may possibly make a note
of the assertion that the star of
Columbus pales in comparison with
the radiance of Carey. Whether the
will govern themsclves accordingly
remains to be seen.

ment oo

It was the Calgary 7ribuns w hich
first made the public accusation that
Sir John Thompson, or at all events
the Government of Hon. J J. C. Abbot.
had plotted with the Catholic hié‘l‘ﬂl‘!'lf."
for the purpose of securing the solid
Catholic vote for the Conservative
party at the bye elections, the price
being the reconstruction of the Cabinet
in such a way as to please the Jishops
The absurdity of this statement i< such
that there is scarcely any need of a 1n
futation of it ; however, as far as SiF
John Thompson is concerned, that
honorable gentleman has written @
letter to the editor of the 7ribun "14‘:
swering certain questions asked him
by the editor. Sir John denies 10
most cwphatic terms that he had any
share whatever in such intrigues &
were attributed to him. His letter 1%
as follows :

“ Ottawa, 5th Mareh, 1592.
“ DEAR SiR—Thanks for your kind-
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