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TERTIARY CENTENARY

HOLY FATHER URGES IMITATION
OF THE VIRTUES OF 8T.
FRANCIS
(By N. C. W, C, News Service)

The full text of the Enoyolical
letter issued by the Holy Father for
the seventh centenary anniversary of
the institution of the Third Order of
8t. Francis ie as follows :

" Venerable Brothers, Greeting and
Apostolic Benediction :

“Truly opportune We deem the
approaching celebration of the
seventh centenary of the institution
of the Third Order of Penitence ; and
to recommend it with all the strength
of Our authority, We are induced
not only by the certainty that it will
result in a great advantage for the
Christian people, but also by the
grateful remembrance of something
that personsally concerns Us. In
fach, when in 1882, amidst the affec-
tionate applause of the good, the
birth of the great Saint of Aseisl was
solemnized, We wish to enter his
family, and in the famous Basilica of
Santa Maria in Ara Coeli, We put on
the habit of a Franciscan Tertiary.
Now, that, by Divine disposition, We
were raised to this Chair of Peter,
with all Our heart, even by reason of
Our devotion towards St. Francis, We
take advantage of the occasion offered
to Us, in order to exhort all the
devoted children of the Church to
enroll in this Order, or, if already
enrolled, to remain faithful to this
institution of the Poor Man of Assiei,
which {8 wonderfully suited to the
wante of our present times.

"It ie, however, necessary first of
all, that everyone have an exact idea
of the chavacter of St. Francis ;
because that personsge of Aseisi, of
purely moderniet invention, pre-
sented today as not very obedient to
this Apostolic See, and as an exemp
lar of & vague and shadowy mysti-
cism, cannot really be called either

Francis of Assisi or Saint,

' Now, the great and imperishable |
merits of St. Francis towards Chris-
tianity — for which he was justly |
called a support given by God to the |
Church in one of the most troubled |
periods —found their crowning in the |
Third Order, which, better than any {
other of his enterprises, bringe to
light the magnitude and the intensity [
of his ardor in propagating every |
where the glory of Jesus Christ. In |
fact, considering the evils which |
then afflicted the Church, he was |
moved by an immengédegire to reno-
vate all according to Chrlstian prin
ciple ; and to this end he founded a
double Order, one of brothers and
another of sters who, profsesing
solemn vows, were to follow the
humility of the Oross; but being
unable to receive all those who from
everywhere flocked to put themselves |
under his discipline, he supplied a
meane o reach perfection even to
those living in the world, and insti-
tuted a true Order, that of Tertiaries,
not bound by religious vows as the
preceding ones, but equally inspired
by simplicity of customs and spirit
of penitence.

“He was thus the first who con-
ceived and happily effected, with the
divine help, what no other founder
of Regulars had 8ill then devised,
namely, to render common to all the
tenor of religious life ; on this point
We will recall the beautiful words of
Thomas of Celano: ‘Artificer truly
excellend, under whose religious for-
mation, with a praiss worth exalting,
the Church of Christ renovates her-
salf in both sexes, and a threefold
crowd of people who want to be
saved, triumph.’

" From the testimony of so author-
itative & man, contemporary of the
Saint, it is easy to understand how
deeply St. Franocie with this institu-
fion stirred the multitudes and what
salutary renovation it worked among
them. Therefors, as it is impossible
fo doubt that St. Francis was the
trne founder of the Third Order, as
he had been the founder of the First
and the Second, so, without any
doubt, he was ite most wise legisla
tor. In this matter he was greatly
aagieted, as it is known, by Cardinal
Ugolino, the same who afterwards,
under the name of Gregory I1X,,
illuminated this Apostolic See, and
who, after the death of the Patriarch
of Assisi, whoge intimate friend he
remained while he lived, erscted on
his tomb such a beautitul and magnit.
icent temple. And nobody forgets
that the Rule of the Tertiaries has
been solemnly sanctioned and ap
proved by Our Predecessor, Nicholas
IV.

" But we need not enlarge on this
matter, because Our chiet purpose is
tio demonstrate the character and the
inner spirit of the Third Order trom
which, a8 in St. Francig' time, in this
period so antagonistic to virtue and
Faith, the Church expects great
beneafite for the Ohristian people.
That excellent judge of present
times, Leo XIII, to render the dis-
cipline of Tertiaries more acoessible
to every rank of persons, very wisely,
by the Constitution ‘Misericors Dei
Filiug' of the year 1883, tempered
their rule, ‘according to the present
conditions of society,’ changing some
mnatiers of lesger importance,
did not seem guitable to our
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founder wanted it to be. And We
are of opinion that the Spirit he
Thi Order, entirely rervaded with
evangelical wisdom, will greatly con
tribute to the ameliorasion of public

of
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and private ouetoms, provided it
flourishes anew as when St. Fraacis
by word and example preached every-
where the Kingdom of God, In faot,
first of all, he wants brotherly love
to shine particularly in his Tertiaries
a8 & producer of harmony and peace.
Well understanding that this is the
chief commandment of Our Lord and
neé the summary of the whole Chris-
tian life, he direoted all his care
to imbuing with it his followers ;
and be thus succeeded in rendering
the Third Order most usetul to
human society ; becauge the seraphic
ardor of charity which inflamed St
Franocis could not remain shut in his
heart, and necesenrily burst to com-
munioate itself to as many as it
could.

“ Therefors, having begun by
reforming the private and domestic
lite of his brethren, directing them
to the acquisition of virtue, as if
it were their sole aim, he thought
that he ought not to stop here,
but use this individual reform as
an instrument to bring within this
society a breath of Christian lite,
thue goining every one to Chriat.
And the thought which inspired
Francis to make of his Tertiaries so
many heralds and aposties of peace
in the violent strifes and ocivil
troubles of his times, was also Our
thought, when almost the whole
world blazed in the horrible War,
and is now, when the immense fire
is not yet extinguished, but still
smokes and here and there burste
forth in flames. And added to this
is the internal trouble which excites
the nations—owing to the lone for-
getfulness and the contempt of Chris-
tian principles—and causes the vari-
ous social classes to fight for the
poesession of earthly goods with such
a flerceness a8 to make one dread
& univereal catastrophe.

" Therefore, in this immensge fleld,
in which, as the representative of the
King of Peace, We have lavished our
most tender cares, We expect from
all the children of the peace of Christ
the aesietance of their activity, but
epecially from Tertiaries, who will
admirably help in this reconciliation
of sepirits, if, besides growing in
numbers, they will inteneify their
enterpriging zeal. It is to be hoped,
therefore, that there be no town, no |

village, no borough, without a good |

i number of brethren, who, howaver, |

muet no? be inert, and contented |
with the bare name of Tertiaries, but |
active and zealous for their salvation |
and that of their neig And
why could not the van Catholie
associations of young men, women, |
almost |

g
everywhkere, enroll ther ]
Third Order of Penitenc
working for the glory of G
advantage of the Church,
spirit of charity and
animated St. Francie ? Because the
peace 80 anxiously invoked by
peoples, is not the peace laborfously |
elaborated by politic cratt, but the one
which Christ brought to us, when he
eaid : 'Peace I leave with you: My |
peace I give uuto you; not as the
world giveth do I give unto you.'

" And the agreement between the |
States and the different classes, that |
may be evolved, by men, cannot last
nor have the strength of a true peace, |
if it is not founded on the tranquility
of epirits, that in ite turn can only
exist when the passions fomenting
all kinds of discord are kept in
leash. ‘From whence are ward and
contentions among you ?’ aske the
Apostle St. James, ‘Are they not
hencs, from your concupiscenoces,
which war in your members ?’
Well then, to order man interiorly,
80 that he may be not the elave but
the master of hie passions, and in
turn be obedient and subject to the
divine will, in which order universal
peace is founded, this is the effect of
the virtue of Christ, showing itself
admirebly effioacious in the family of
Franciscan Tertiaries.

" Since, then, this Order proposes,
a8 We have said, to guide its membere
to Christian perfection, although
they be involved in the solicitudes
of the world—because no state of
life is incompatible with holiness—if |
they are many who live according |
o this rule, it follows that they will |
incite all the others among whom
they live, not only to fulfil entirely
their duty, but also to aspire to a
perfection greater than the one
prescribed by the ordinary law.
Therefore, that praise bestowed
by Our Lord on His disciples most
devoted to Him, when He gaid:
‘They are not of the world, ns I
aleo am not of the world,’ can justly
be applied to those sons of St
Francie, who, keeping with true
gpirit the Evangelical Counsels, as
well a8 they can in the world, can
say of themselves with the Apostles :
‘We, however, have not received the
epirit of this world, but the spirit
that comes from God.’ Whereupon,
keeping themselves as apart ns
poesible from the spirit of the world,
they will fry fo make the epirit of
Jesus Chrigt penetrate the common
life on every occagion.

“It we consider carefully, there
are at present two passione prevail |
ing in this incredible of |
custome : the unb love of
riches and an ble thirst
for pleagure ghan
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they only covet the intoxication of
vulgar pleasures. And We generally
observe that, while on one side there
is no moderation in acoumulating
riches, on the other is wanting that
resignation of old times to suffering
the diecomforts that accompany pov-
erty and misery, and while among
proletaries and rich the flexce fight
We epoke of is raging, the aversion
of the needy is sharpened by the
immoderate luxury of the many,
united to s brazen licentionsness.
“On this point We can never
deplore enough the blindness of so
many women of all ages and condi.
tions, who, infatuated by the
ambiticn of charming others, do not
perceive how foolish are ocertain
modes of dressing, with which they
not only excite the disapproval of
honest people, but what is worse,
offend Our Lord. And in these
clothes, that a short time ago, even
they would have rejected with horror
a8 unbecoming to Christian modesty
—they not only present themeselves
in publie, but are not even sshamed,
thue indecently dressed, to enter the
churches, to aeeigt at sacred cere-
mohies, and to bring even to the
Holy Table, where they ought to go
to receive the Divine Auther of
purity, the allurements of base
paigions. We shall not even speak
of those barbarous and exotic dances
which are now the fashion in the
elegant world ; it would ba impossi-
ble to find other means more proper
to tear away all shreds of modesty.

“If the Tertiaries will give their
careful attention to what We bave
eaid, they will easily understand
what from them, as followers of
St. Francis, the present hour is
expecting, It is necessary, namely,
that they model themselves on the
life of their Father, that they consid-
er what perfect imitator of Christ
he was, particularly in the renounce-
ment of the comiorts of lite in much
patience in suffering, o as to de-
serve the title of poor, and receive in
his body the stigmata of Our Cruci
fled Lord; and to prove that they
are not unworthy sons, let them em
brace at least in spirit holy poverty
and bear with self denial their own
Croses, As to what particularly con-

| cerne Tertiary women, let them, in
| their drees and their exterior appear. |

ance, be a model, to girle and
mothere, of boly modesty ; and let
them ke persuaded that they cannot
merié more fcom the Church
society than by their cooperation in
correcting corrupted habits. And
it the members of this Order have
tutions to help the poor,
fo

more
And here
of the

brothers in needs
pres R thon material ones.
call to mind the saying
Apostle Peter, when he

ox

borted the first Christiane to offer to |

the Gentiles the example of a really
holy lite that they, coneidering
our good works, mny glorify God on
the day when He ehall vieit them,
In the same way, the Franciscan
Tertiaries must spread the good per
of Christ, through the integ
rity of faith, the innocence of life
and the sedulity of zeal, that will be
an advice and an invitation to
straying brothers to come back to
the right path this is what the
Church exacte and expects from
them

" We ftrust, therefore, that the
forthcoming c:ntenary celebrations
will mark a happy awaking of the
Third Order, and we do not doubt
that you, Venerable Brothers, to-
gether with other pastors of souls,

| will employ your utmost care so that

the pious sodalities of Tertiaries may
reinvigorate where they are lan-
guishing, and multiply as far as
poesible, and that all may flourish
through the observance of discipline
no less than through number of
membere. For the problem is this :
to prepare by means of numerous
groups of believers, through the imi-
tation of St. Francie, the way and the
return to Christ, in which return lies
every hops of future salvation, What,
in fact, the Apostle says of himself :
‘Be my imitators, as I am of Christ,
can be repeeated of himself by St
Francis, who, imitating Jesue Chriat,
bscame a faithful copy and image ot
Him,

" And to render more faithful this
centenary celebration, agreeing to

| the request made by the Ministers
| General

of the three Franciscan
families, very willing We grant from
the sacred treasury of the Church
the following :

“1., That in all
where the Sodality of the Third
Order exiete, canonically erected,
celebrating in them within one year
from the Sixteenth of April next,
8 sacred Triduum to solemnize this
Seventh Century, the Tertiaries may
acquire the Plenary Indulgence,
under the usual conditions, in each
of the three daye, and the others
only once ; those, besides, who, re-
penting of their sine, shall visit
in said churches the Most Holy
Sacrament, will gain the indulgenca
of seven years toties quoties.

“2, That on the said days, all
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the Third Order, the Apostolic Bene-
diotion. .

" Given in Rome, at St. Peter's on
the day of the Epiphany of Our
Lord, 1921, geventh year of Our
Pontificate.

"“BeNepicTUS PP, XV.”

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
EXTENSION SOCIETY
OF CANADA

THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY

If the priests of the Church carry
the light of the Gospel and adminis-
tex the affairs of the established con-
gregations it is equally true that
their success would be greatly
lessened were it not for the able
assistance rendered them by their
auxiliaries, When Oatholic Exten.
elon took the fleld id wae impossible
to ignore the very evident place
for women in the work to be carried
on, Vestments were needed, altar
linens aleo for the proper celebration
of the holy mysteries, toys for
orphaned and Iudian children and
many articles as well for tke budding
congregations, So that with the
Extension came to life a Women's
Auxiliary, The eleventh annual
meeting of this body of devoted
women was held in the S, Vincent
de Paul Council Rooms, 80 Bond
8t. on Wednesday March 2pd, with
Miss M. Hoekin, the President, in
the chair. The President of Exten-
sion, Very Rev. T. O'Donnell also
preeent, recited the opening prayer.
Miss Margaret Breen, the general
secretary, gave the following interest-
ing report of the Auxiliary :

The membership roll of the
Women's Auxiliary shows 600 names,
331 of whom are in good standing,
having paid the annual fee of one
dollar. There are ten councils at
present—two new councils having
been organized by our President
the poast year., These are St. Pat-
rick'e, Phelpston, and St. John's,
Newmarket. The other councils
are 6 in Toronto, viz., St. Peter's,
8t. Mary's, St. Vincent de Paul, St
Helen's, 8t. Basil's, St. Ann’s, and in
Montreal, St. Patrick’s, and in
Barrie, St. Mary's.

The Auxiliary work is still carried
on through eight committees : Vest ‘
Linen, Albs and Surplices
Flowers, Toys, Church Goods
The last named com-
mittee, through the kindness of the
Sister Superior of St. Joreph's Con
g has been granted o
room in Convent for their
work,
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is
Extension member
and epother membet
teaches a Sunday schoo! class each |
week abl the Mercer Institution.
funds for the tenth mission
chapel are now complete and the
named S¢. Mary's.
The St. Phillp Neri Barse is for
the education of a priest for Mission-
ary work. The funds on Land total |
$682,18, Our readers will note that
these good ladies have placed Ten
chapels in the missionary Provinces.
There is a small balance for another
one next year,

We get some idea of the real value
of the work done from the splendid
report of the Church Goods' Com-
mittee.

During the year there were:
thirty-six cases packed and gsent
away containing : 9 copes, 149 sets of
Latin vestments, 3 sets of Ruthenian
vestments, 35 albs, 35 cinctures, 57
stoles, 78 tabernacle veils, 32 cibor
fum veils, 20 humeral veilg, 17 migsal
markers, 28 burees, 1 oil cage, 18 red
altar covers, 42 surplices, 2 gtocks,
1,209 articles of linen, 6 yards of
linen, 90 altar cloths, 4 lace altar
drapes, 60 Communion cards, 96 palls,
13 bunches of flowers, 1 chalice, 1
pyx, 2 ciboria, 8 monstrances, 7 sets
of Mnes Cards, cerucifixes, 8 pair
candelabra, 27 pairs candlesticks,
24 pairs vases, vells, migsals
1 missal stand, 10 sets of cruets, 1
luna stand, 8 censers and boats,
sanctuary lamps, 1 holy water pot, 1
set of Stations of the Cross, 1 statue
of the Sacred Heart, 1 statue

of
S8. Anthony, 12 quilts, several books.

Total value
$15,116.00,
The list of names ol missionaries
to whom Church goods were sent
is as follows: Rev. A. Lecorre,
0. M. I, St. Albert, Alberta; Right
Rev. J MeNally, D. D., Calgary, Alta, ;
Rev. Bishop Breynat, Fort
Smith, N, W, T, Most Rev. 0. C.
Mathieu, D. D,, Regina, Alta, : Right
Rev. Mgr. Halle, D. D., Hearst, Ont. ;
Right Rev. Bishop Grouard, Granard;
Rev. Father McKenzie, St. Ann's
Chapel, Ravelstoke, B. O, ; Very Rev,
Dr. Murphy, Brigus, Newfoundland;
Rev. L. V. D. Bossche, Ruthenian
Catholic Miesion, Komarno, Man. :
Rev. Thos. H. Green, St. Patrick’s
Medicine Hat, Alta; Rev.
Jules de Chevalier, O. M. I., R. C.
Mission, Lac La Biche, Alta.: Rov.
J. L., Barnard, Montmartre, Sask. :
e A. L. Mc¢lntyre, New Deanver,
; Rev. Peter Oleksiw, Ruthenian
li Misgs Man. ; |
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to missione, $415.00 ; value of Church
goods sent to missions, $16,116,00,
Total help to miesione, $16,751.00.

Not to make too extensive the very
interesting report of the Auxiliary
we have chosen from the total gum-
mary of work done these very inter
esting {tems. They speak volumes
and are beyond praige,

Included we flnd al the very
praiseworthy report of S§. Patrick’s
Oouncil of Montreal. Last year
thelr work netted the handeome
result of $1,450.86,

We are tempted tonskwhy Auxiliary
councils are not more numeroune., If
you have no Auxiliary council in
your parish could not one be
formed,. We have, thank God,
many parishes where the burden
of building is no longer pressing and
the flnances sufficient for all
local purposes. Could not paster
and people join hands for the con-
gregations beyond their limits, The
idea is not new but let ue recall
it here that anobther council at least
may be added in 1921,

Donations may be addressed to 1

Rev, T, O'DoRNELL, President,
Oatholic Church Extension Soclety
67 Bond St., Toronto.

Conftributions through this cfMas
should be addressed :
EXTENSBION,
CATHOLIO RECORD OFPIOR,
London, Ont.
DONATIONS
Previously acknowledged 84,407 49
MABE INTENTIONS
A Friend, Lucknow 10 on
RUTHENIAN

P. J. Griffin, Grand Falls,
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OBITUARY
JOHN P. QI

The death occurred at the Straf.
ford General Hospital, on Sunday,
Fcb. 18th, of John P. Quirk, youngest
son, of the late Michael Qairk, J. P.,
one of the flret settélers of the Gore
of Downie. The deceased lived on
the homeetead in Downie, up to
1916, when he sold out and took up
his regidence in Stratford. He
bachelor end is survived by
Mige Mary at home;
Lorettc Abbeay,
Daonn, Toronto
ratford;

IRF

Bix

Presca of
Mrs. H. P.
O'Flaberty of
Bernard Murray, Downie; Mrs P.
Hisbhon, Kinkora, Ont. The funeral
took place on Tuesday morning .at
nipe a&. m,, to ] Churcel
where High Requi Maegs was sung
by Rev. * Hanlon, Rev. Falher
the grave

Toronto
Mrs, E
Mre.

Joseph's

abine

In the death of Cecilin Battle,
widow of the late Jobhn Battle, at her
118 Wentworth street
Hamilton, Tuesday, March
1st, Thorold has lost another old,
highly esteemed regident,
Battle, who bad reached the advanced
age of eighty-four yenre, was, up to
within ten days of her death, in her
usunl enjoyment of health, when

|

was |

Sister |

Mre. |

heart trouble set in, and, despite all |
that medical gkill and kind nursing |

could do, the end came,
her last moments surrounded by the
members of her family, and passed

She was in |
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away ofter a long and useful life, |
fortified by the rites of her Church, |
of which ghe bhad been a lifelong and |

devoted member, being for over
thirty years a daily attendant at
the Mase and a daily communicant.

Free

¥
( fq

I'EACHER

parat

Mre. Battle, with her late husband, | ]

settled at Thorold some seventy vears
ago, and since her

removal from |

town, twenty years ago, she has been |

a yearly visitor for a month or so
each year, visiting her sone. During
her long residence here, she was
noted for her generosity and charity,
and the poor of Thorold of former
days were always sure of help from
her hands. To the prasent day
incidents are related of her kind and
charitable acts. In her own family
she wae cheriched and reverenced,
receiving that deference and love
which her years, her qualities, and
her efforts for their wellare, so
richly desexved.

She wae the daughter of Patrick
and Margaret (MacDonald) Cullen of
S¢. Oatharines, and was the Ilast
surviving member of that family.

She is survived by the following
family: Matthew, St. Catharines;
David, Joseph, Jamee, Thorold;
Martin and Cecelia, Hamilton;
Richard J.,
York; Thomas F, Niagara Falls ;
(Ont.). One eon, John, for many
years collector of customs at Thorold
and Merritton, and one

ago.

The Solemn High Requiem Mass
was said by her grandeon, the Rav,
Father Battle of St. Mary's Church,
Toronto, the Rev. Monsignor Sullivan,
Pastor of Thorold beiog the Deacon
and Rev, Father O'Neill, Pastor of

Buffalo; P. Sarefleld, New |
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-Nestoriue,

Ltd.

Toronto

W. E. BLAKE & SON,
Catholic Church Supplies

123 Church St.

“THE KNIGHTS, HANDMAIDS AND *
PAGES OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT"
A ved Bl His 1

AN INVITATION !

Pascal Decorated
Votive

$1.00 lb. |
at 32c. Ib.

22

36s at 40c. Ib.

Holy Week Books 65c.

St. Basil's Hymnals $1.25
I I

CHOOL 101

D

)
1
|
!

24s at 33c. Ib. |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

St. Basil’'s Hymn Book

words only, plus postage 30c¢. |

J. d. M. LANDY

405 YONGE ST. T
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WANTED
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The W. T. Rawleigh Company, Ltd

Dept. 163
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W. K. Blake & Son, Limites
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