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Gardner that I wonld surely be back in
the morning to say Mass for him, as he
is not able to leave his bed. God help
us! 1 never thought I would see the
time that a bit of wind like this would
make me hesitate ; and, while I am not
really alraid, I can't deny feeling a
strange quiver—old age, perhaps, run- 1
ning through mec. A wman going on i
soventy years hasn't the heart he had |
at thirty.”’ |

His large, beaming eyes, undimmed |
by age, had now a very thought ol ex- |
pression. “ My son, I must
trip alone, as thero may be
and 1 do not wish you to shure it.
can go back to Mansell's tor the night. |
{n the morning maks your way over to |
St. Andrew's. From there yon .‘.ill"\
have no trouble in getting across, as \
there will be wavy leaving to spend
Christmas in town. Help to elose \
reef the sail and 'l be off.”

« | will not budge an inch, Father ;
nor you either, il I can prevenb.
idea of our our lives for
bunch of dagoes over there!"

¢ e was stooping over the tickle in |
the boat, and before 1 could say wore
he straightened like a flash. I thought
he grew teveral inches taller, and his
eyes shot a look at me I had never seen |
in them before — a look that a mother
might have when her child was assailed

make Lhis |

some danger,

You |

we

"
Lhe

|
that |
|

risking

* Young wan, I am ashamed of you |
[ thonght you were ma le of better stuff. |
I did not ask you to risk your life ; and
as for the people whowm youn desiguate
as a ‘bunch ol dag es,” there is not a
petter or braver or more Christian set
of people in the country to day than is
contained in that village across the bay.
They are plain fisher folk, to be sure,
put | would not give them, with their |
honest hearts and simple ways, for the
richest congregation ol kid
olics in the country, and, if God spares |
me, [ will bring cur Blessed Lord to
them in the morning.

ve Cath

He stooped again over the tackle. T|

was thoroughly abashed for hasty
words, as I well knew that
traly, and know also that h vd he so de
sired he conld long ago have had his
“ kid - glove' congregation, and, per
haps, much higber honors; but he pre
terred to spend his on the mission
among the simple, honest people who
looked upon him as a saint,and who
asked his advice onall matters, whether
spiritual or otherwise,
[n a moment [ was in

my

the hoat help-

ing him with the sail. His rebuke had
knocked all thought of fear out of my
mind. I would face a much greater

and more immediate danger to be rein-

stated in his good opinion

After fastening a small jibsail he
reached his hand to me and siid:
* Jump out.”” Instead I threw cil the

fastening and poled the boat from the
shore.

“No, no, young man!" he said.
“ You must not venture. You will be

little help except for company. I will
not kave yon take the risk."”

“ Well, Father, I am going for com-
pany's sake, if yon will forgive me for
my hasty words."’

““You were forgiven before youasked;
bat I wounld rather you'd ot go. If it
blows no harder than now there is no
fear : but if it grows much worse, which
it may at any moment, then 1 will have
very grave fears."

«Were it blowing a hurricane, Father,
[ wonld not let you go alone.”

* Bless you, my son. We will put off
in God's name.”’

When we got beyond the shelter of
the land we felt how really bad the
storm was. A fierce gale was blowiog
from the west. At about 10 o'clock it
changed to the north-west, bringing
with it lightning flashes and rumblings
of thunder.

This shift of wind was blowing us out
of our course, as we could make no head
against it. Father Hoyle lowered the
mainsail, but with jib still up was run-
ning before the wind. It looked bad
enough pow, and if it grew any worse I
felt nothing but a miracle would save
us. Kaeh wave that rushed upon us
trom out the darkness appeared a moun-
tain in height and must inevitably send
us to the bottom. There was a steady
hand at the tiller, however, and at

each flash of lightning a pair of wateh-

ful eyes could be seen peering anxious-

Iy ahead.
The boat plunged and tossed through

the heavy seas, one particularly large
wave almost knocking me overboard.
Father Hoyle saw my fear and spoke
me to hold fast ;
that the boat was a staunch one and
that God was in the storm as well as

encouragingly, telling

in the calm. He said that he thought

we were heading towards Point San
he would risk beaching
short
time later, during a flash of lightning
1 was_startled by an alarmed cry from
Father Hoyle to ** Stand clear and be

Blas, and that

the boat if he got a chance. A

ready to jump!’

Tt is all up with us now,"’ I thought.
a huge wave
high
Father Hoyle landed

As I turned to 1ook ahead
picked up the boat and tossed it
upon the shore.

safely, grasping his mission case con

taining his vestments and other articles

necessary in the celebiation of Mass

and which he had brooght along in case
prevent his
¢ | T watched him kneeling there with eyes
fixed upon the crucifix, I could not but
think that God's holy angels were not P

something unforseen should
returning to Apalachicola Christma
morning.

I was thrown on my head and partly

stunned, but quickly recovered. Alte

looking about we found we were on a

little island, or key, but a few acres i
extent. We had escaped from th
dangers of the deep. For so much w
were thankful ; but it did not take n
very long to realize
new dangers assailing us.
slowly swallowing
which we were thrown.

Father Hoyle returned to the boat
and began taking everything movable
a loose seat and some

out—pole, vars,
strong fishing twine, remarking :
may

“w

into the darkness with it.
Father Hoyle made a trip around t}
small circle of
said :
« This is very serious; an hoar

we battling for our lives. My son,1a

now very sorry that I brought you on
Here I tried to check him,

this trip.”’

he spoke |

that there were
The sea was
the bit of land upon

have to swim for it yet, and an
oar or so will come in handy.'’ Short
ly after a tremendous wave rashed in,
picked up the boat, then rushed back

gand and returniug,

from
now this spot may be under water, and

but he continued : *‘I expected it to be
rough ; but not dangerous; and as it
would be a long trip I wanted you to
keep me company. If it comes to the
worst will ye forgive me ?"’

I grasped his band and told him, as
well as my emotion would allow—for I

ered, forming at the same time a rude
antependiam ; next his altar linens
were displayed, and before I was aware
of it he had an altar ** dressed ' for
the eelebration of the Holy Mysteries.

When through his preparations he
heard my confession, and, then, finish-
ing vesting, began the Mass whose end
ing we might not live to see. After
receiving Communion I felt strangely
calm : fear gave place to pcace; if it
was God’s will that this should be the
end, I was resigned.

At the

Elevation a succession of
blinding flashes and terrific peals of
thunder, followed by a dash of cold
spray about my knees, made me think
our time had come. I thought of Mass
at home ; the well-trained choir, the in-
cense and soft-toned bells warning the
kne g worshippers that the sacri-
ficial moment was at hand. lere, the
improvised altar on 2 speck of sand,
midst a seething cauldron of angry
waves ; the deafening thunder and
dazzling lightning ; an old, gray-haired
priest with a look of profound exalta-
tion upon his face, seemingly oblivious
of his surroundings, reading Mass by
| the dim light of a lantern.

When Father Hoyle turned to give
his blessing at the conclusion of the
Mass a huge wave that seemed a moun-
tain in height, rushed towards us.
Father Hoyle stood with hands out~
stretched, his lips moving in prayer,
looking toward but not seeming to see
the avalanche of rushing water. Per-
haps behind that wall of water he saw
the reward of his years of faithful and
uncowplaining ministrations. The
wave paused an instant within a few
yards of the altar, then sank backr

leaving its crest to topple over at out

feet.

elements, did not bring peace?
it was;

waves, ** Peace, be still ;'’ and they
recognizing the
. | on a former occasion ?
The Mass was ended.
knelt in grateful thanksgiving.
joined him for a few minutes , then

myself upon the sand and in
was sound asleep.
When 1 awoke two

the great, long
evidence of the recent storm.
Hoyle
- | while I slept ; he
fore the cross,
in an aureote of moonlight,

Fathe

: }
moon
Jending much beauty to the scene.

A

r | far away.

He arose when
n | When I spoke of our escape and th
o | likelihood of our spending
o | mas day on earth, after all, a
g | which I took
came Tupon
* Well, my son,
done."’

loo

night Father Hoyle spoke of his
on the mission, of his
through the

to the sacraments, and his rewards
the shape of an occasional
brought back to the fold.
bitions once, he said;
up-—that was his hardest
humblie and scattered flock.

He had ar

And who will say that that blessing,
made so impressively over the warring
Yet so
the tremendous billows dis-
appeared, the thunder rumbled faintly
in the distance, and the sound of the
waves died down into a solemn requiem
at the blessing of that humble priest.
Was it not the voice of God in his re-
presentative whispering to the mighty

Aathority, obeyed as
Fatber Hoyle

being completely exhausted, I stretched
a moment

hours later the
scene was comparatively peaceful, only
swells of the sea giving

had placed his coat over me
was still kneeling be-
his gray head encircled
for the
was now shining brightly and

he heard me moving.
this Christ-

to be the resignation
his face as he replied:
our work is not yet

During the remaining hours of the
work
vexations
hard-heartedness of some
e | who remained deaf to his call to come

stray sheep

he gave them
trial—for his

dozen men were gathered around Father

of joy at his safety as brought tears to
the old priest's eyes, Hethanked them
for their in‘erest and affection, and
said : ¢ It will be teo late to say Mass
when we get back to town. I have
already said two Masses this morning,
but on this day we have the privilege

in the Blessed Sacrament.
the Angelus bell peals forth through
streets and hills and valleys. In the
afternoon there is a constant stream of
visitors to the Blessed Sacrament,
some remaining for long periods of
time, so sweet do they find it to be in
the presence of their Saviour.

At the corner of almost every street
a little shrine is fixed, from which some
holy face looks down upon you as
you pass. On the country roads you
suddenly find yourself kneeling before
a wayside crucifix or shrine of our
Blessod Lady ; in the fields and on the
hillsides you hear the pious workers
singing their sweet and simple hymns
to Mary ; and even the little children
run up and take your hand and beg a
holy picture or a rosary in a way that
is not to be resisted.
These are but samples to show
patural and simple and unaffected
Catholics are in practicing their re-
ligion. Tam not copying this from a
guide book but writing what I know
and have seen myself. They do not
put on long faces and a special black
suit and look prmyornﬂtumlly solemn
on one day out of seven. They live
in constant remembrance of their re-
ligion ; and by ev r-recurring fast and
festival, by rosaries, scapulars eruci-
fixes, medals and the Agnus Dei, it is
kept before their minds and eyes.
1f the best of Catholics to the man-
ner born were to be thrust into the
darkness and barrenness of Protestant
ism or unbelief for a brief period, they
would love their religion more than
they do, be more faithful in practicing
it and a more zealous for its propagation.
We hope that “*A Convert's First Im-
pressions’’ will be republished in book
form for the good that they are caleu-
lated to do among Protestants as well
as Catholics, for whose benefit they
were primarily intended.—Ave Maria.

At midday
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January 20d, 1905, very yourg man snd
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So callous and materialistic have
many Catholics becowe nowadays, that
they are as indifferent to the sacred
festivals and seasons of the Church, as
they are obdurate to the sentiments of
a pure piety. Our rising generation
will tell you glibly why they ** cele-

y

brate '’ Thanksgiving day, reciting,
1 | perhaps, every dull particular in the
gruesome hardships of the so-called Pil-
!| grim ¢ Fathers.” But ask them,
" What are the ember days?"” or,

“ What do we mean by Advent ?"" and
they will complain of our asking them
difficult theological questions !

The ecclesiastical year, with its
beautiful festivals and elevating mean-

who are far back and who wish Lo unprove their
edneation

Ful, particulars witl
free.
C. A. Fleming PFrincipal. Owen Sounde

AR ARSI N ENESE

o
be gent to any address

RN ity A (‘::{
SRS
!Egg‘ :‘;r

4 FRichmorce St E.
TORONTO

r 4 3
ings, is something which we all want to

understand. It is the year of the soul
—and if we have a soul that has been
deadened by materialistic pursuits, we
owe it to this higher part of our
nature, to study the goul’s institutions.

Here we are now at the beginning of
the ecclesiastical year, and as the time
asses slowly away in a progress from
from one sacred season

S

feast to feast,
to another divinely
e
these facts mean.
Kk | fears is ignorance,
religion is the parent of indifference.

instituted festival,
let us take pains to understand what

What religion most
because ignorance of

DR. GIUSEPPE LAPPONL.
ganada's highest ‘grade
Business, Shorthand and

Telegraphy Colicge

In the realm of medical science there is probahly no better known or more
respected name than that of Dr. Lapponi, the trusted paysician of the Vatican.
He is loved and esteemed throughout the entire Catholic world for its nnwear-
the late Pope Leo XIIL He is the esteemed
His Holiness Pius X. But above all he is a man |
of commanding genius and a fearless expounent of views whieh he holds as right.
He is not afraid of so called professional “‘etiquette, '’ and having used Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People in his practice with good resnlts, he ireely |
avows the facts and endorses the great Canadian medicine with an authority VooV
whiah no one wiil venture to question. /4
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