we can find ample evidence by, = com-
parison. The few that ‘have come
downtonlm ' preserved by tradi-
tion rather than by history; there-
fore, in the treatment of this sub-
ject we can only justly mention those
that have been most familiar to us,
and that have left a distinct  im-
pression on the character of our peo-,
ple,

Wo have no desire to resurrect the

myths of our fathers, which h;!;,g The difficulty in transportation in
ago faded and Ya.!.ﬂshed begfe u: those days was as nothing compared
march of Christianity. Our PUr-p . . oriety of having his ashes

pose is merely to show our antiqui-
ty, 'and incidentally to compliment
ourselves on the retrospect that even
the days of his paganism the Kelt
had a vision of a future glorious ex-
istence surpassed only by the heaven
of the Gospel.

tions which reason and the Catholic
Church have consigned to oblivion,
we are only actuated by the pride
that attaches to ancient lineage and
regard them as some antiquary does
a relic of the far past.

And why should we recoil
reflecting upon our antiquated myths?
1t we find them absurd at the pre-
sent time, they at least serve to
connect us with a pagan civilization
once more exalted than any of its
age. Equally with tradition, it ‘s
the chain which leads us to the
misty past. Eradicate tradition
from our history, and the history

from

of Iréland were left unwritten; nlei-
ther should we have its songs, its
music, its epics and romances. The

incessant wars of Ireland destroyed
nearly all the evidences of its early
civilization; tradition lived on tmdI
preserved them.

The most poetical and familiar
mith in our folklore is ‘‘Tir-na-n-
oge,”’ or the land of youth. Perhaps
no finer conception of a hereafter ex-
isted in the pagan world. When
the gods deprived Bos of the beau-
tiful Orion for a husband, her sor-
row was great, but taking pity on
her grief and loneliness, they found
her a substitute in Tithonus. But
Tithonus was lacking many of the
fine attributes of the other, and in
recompense for the defects she begged
Zeus, the chief god, to bestow on
him jmmortality. As the years went
by Tithonus showed the effects of
%ime. He finally shriveled up, and
Eos became disaffected and disregard-
ed him. She then discovered her
mistake in not asking for eternal
youth instead.

All this happened thousands of
years ago in Greece. Perhaps our
ancestors heard the tale and profited
by its moral; or perhaps Eos got a
glimpse of Tir-na-n-oge, and behold-
ing the superiority of the Elect to
that of her own ungainly but spe-
cially endowed husband, became cha-
grined for not choosing an Irishman.

In tracing this myth, Tir-na-n-oge,
to its source, we are guided by the
knowledge that hero-worship was
practiced by many of the pagan na-
tions. Every great personality was
adored after death, But the Kelt
of the pre-Christian period did not
care so much for that worship, which
might be his in the mext life, as for
the lustre which heroism reflects in
this. Grant him the qualities by
which greatness is achieved, and he
was bound to succeed in the here
and hereafter. And as youth and its
natural accompaniments,  strength
and agility, were the embodiment of

the hero, and the hero the highest

type of man, so the abode of Eter-
nal Youth in the future state was

considered his highest heaven.

We must go back to the early times
word

for a true conception of the
“‘hero,'’ to the days when warfare
was the chief occupnion of man. We
know that Treland was not behind
any y in the of her
wars. In the days when every ba-

rony held a chieftain, a hero was

born and not made. He came into

~ of natural seleetion, not

In haling, therefore, ;
from their catacombs those supersti-

o remails, his PasspoTts were witn-
beld ainuil his body touched his -
txvq ‘earth. Ilf the latter could not

abroad his family brouqhtm £

be Mlm then his ch ot
lever ‘entering the ‘‘delectable land”
were doubtful, It was this clause
or’ condition in attaining the ° ‘land
of youth” that perhaps first created
that peculiar love of motherland in
the hearts of Irishmen. In life and
in death they longed to be with her;
if not through life then in death
as the next alternative.

The corpse of Dathi the Fearless,
the last of the Irish pagan kings,
who was killed by lightning at the
foot of the Alps, was brought for
interment to the ancestral cemetery.

mingle with the soil-of his  birth,
&0 his remains were brought back to
Croghan and buried beneath the sha-
dow of the palace of Quéen Maive,
where the winds from Tir-Connaill
sing a nightly caoine, and the waves
of Lough Erne play a mournful dirge
to his memory. There is no doubt
but such would be the tribute paid
to his position under any circum-
stances, but in the old days the
future destiny was conditioned by
the last resting place of the body.
““He fell pale in a land unknown
His soul came forth to his fathers |
in their stormy isle,’”’ sang the
melting Ossian of a similar event.
And have we all not read the soul-
ful yearnings of St. Columcille for
the land of his birth? ‘“‘Death,”
said he, ‘‘in any shape in Ireland is
better than life without end in Al-
bion.”” We do not mean to imply
that the saint had the same views
of the hereafter = as the pagan, or
that it made any spiritual difference
to him where the body was entombed
when the soul had departed, but we
cannot help reflecting that the pin-
ing Dove of Iona thought the de-
lights of his heaven would be aug-
mented through the transit of an
Irish grave.

for the sad events thqmt. There
Iu 'scarcely & lonely glem, a dismantl-
ed castle or old mansion that  has
not echoed the soleman chant: of this
spirit. © i

With the passing of the lut gene-
ration in Ireland also passed. a: cus-
tom similar in character to the role
of the ‘“‘banshee,” . I refer to the
‘*caoiners!’ at the house of a corpse.
Three or four persons gathered
around the casket before the lid was
sealed and cried aloud in measured
harmonical tones, They recounted
the good qualities of the deceased,
his worth in life and his loss  in
death. ‘It was the final trifute to
the dead; the outpouring of pent-up
grief, of the suppressed fear, of love
and blessing on a dear one, who is
about to be closed to sight and touch
forever.  No more sublime or pathe-
tic ceremony was ever performed
over a corpose, outside the solemn
rites of a reguiem. But this beauti-
ful observance has been abandoned,
and practically forgotten. No more
will you hear the lament of the
cadiners in the house of the dead
than you will hear the wail of
Eaven in the glens of Thomaqnd.
Those who understand the signifi-
cance of our ancient customs will not
shudder when we recount them; those
who comprehend the beauties of our
language will not deride us when we
speak it; those who have seen the
picturesque beauty of our country
will not wonder when we yearn for
it, and those who have roamed in
the twilight amid oun ruins and
over our hillsides will not be
prised if we have our superstitions.
There are unseen and undefinable
agents in nature that arouse in the
imagination conceptions of the mys-
tical. This is especially true when
applied to simple and unlettered
minds, though the most enlightened

sur-

Let us come down the centuries, to
near our own times, and pause over |
the mortuary verses of Thomas‘l
Davis. Hearken to the request of,
this tender soul for a grave ‘‘in an‘
Irish hillside, in an open, lawn, butl
not too wide, for I love the dnp
of the wetted trees. I like not the‘
gale, but the gentle breeze, to mel-
low the turf. Put no tombstone |
there, but green sods decked with
daisies fair. Be my epitaph writ in
my country’s mind, ‘He loved his
¢ountry and served his kind.’ 0,
merry ’twere unto the grave to go
if one were sure of being buried so!”’
So much for Tir-na-n-oge and its
gateway, the grave. We have given
an outline of the myth as in boy-
hood we heard it in the folklore that
circulates around Irish turf fires.

There is another myth familiar to
our people, and frequently alluded
to in Irish legend, the Banshee. This
is a spirit or shade of some depart~

the destinies of her kindred in this
life.
persongtes & woman. Practically all
the t families had a “‘banshee,’”
whether of Norman or Celtic . ex-
traction, Even the Euglish who be-
‘came Hibernianized covétéd the Ho-
nor and Yyieldéd to the superstition.
The most important of ‘this ‘singular
geni that the writer has heafd
was the ‘‘banshee’’ of the O’Briens,

of Clare.

overhung the river Sh

ed relative assignmed to watch ovey,

As the nhame implies, whe im-

of

Kings of Thomond, now the County
She ‘was styled the ‘‘Beau-
tiful Eawen of Craglea, from her
place of abode, Craglea, a rock that
a short

and material will sometimes yig]d
to this influence. = Qur  custo
have come down to us from a far-

away past, . a past old as that of
| Greece, or that of Egypt, or that
of Babylon. ' They have been pre-

served in song and story; they are
fading with all the old institutions
of the world, yet to- ~-day they may,
perhaps, serve but to amuse us with
their beauty and antiquity. The - en-
durance of some is probably due to
a combination of tradition and to-
pography. Few there are those who
cannot look on an imposing . land-
scape, filled with reminiscences of
old days without their minds en-
tering into the spirit of the scenme.
Let us take you in thought for a
moment through Clare, for instance,
the region we have heretofore men-
tiomed. It is the hour of sunset; the
fog is settling on the lowlands, the
woods and hills are silent above,
An old Abbey with the rays of the
setting sun gleaming through  its
Qothic windows, mourns fts fate in
the shade of & vemerable elm; ‘that
old ¢astle on the plain stands =
‘elid ‘sentinel ‘over the lost heritage
'of the Dalocassiams; ‘the cormerake
calls hér mohologue in ‘the s mea-
dows, ‘#nd ‘the rippling Wwaters = 'of
the Shahnon ‘a¥e ‘the’ voicés 'oi Beven
bewailing her lost kindred ‘amid the
ruins of palace ‘arnd temple. Can you
not pardon the ‘superstition of the
native, if amid ‘scénés wuch ‘as ‘these
he hears the voices of the night
and connects them ‘with a mythical
personage ? 1If, on his way to the
tery up on the mountain, he

of Kincord.

distance from the site of the Palace
Tradition has it that

hears the wind soughing through the
reeds dnd the hedges, and sees the
moonbeams play. on the broken

possession of his title by the right &

hes of abbey and castle, is He not
apt to think of Tir-na-n-oge, or the
land of never-ending morming ? - So

|mind be tinged with the mystic

euptlo-n‘ ol th ancient days

J.d. M Landy

long as Ireland has ruins and sym-
bolism remains a part of the Keltic|®

temperament, so long will the Irish

Mor or Bleeping Cars on all tn(a-
from Windsor 8tation. !

uclmm-nmn—uwlun m g
Above service has been resumed on train
leaving Windsor Station, at 10,10 p.m, At
Ottawa passengers for Montreal may board
car auy time after 9,00 p m , and remain in
sleeper until 9,00 a.m,

——
City Tickat Office : 129 St. -hmn s
Next Post OMoe.

Reduced . Fares.

Until Aprll 7.

Becond Class Colonist Fares from Mon
“ESVER TISTOMAAY, §4
$4ﬂ‘|'l
$45.00
. $45,50

loﬂﬂl;lﬁoixlﬂ DON. TRAXL

'
ANACONDA,.BUXT)
SALT LAMEY] £y l ncle--
GOIA"!A DO SPIIDGD -
VER, PUE DBN
Lo' Rl'.eu to many other points.
Raamane _oonnns *
TOURIST SLEEPING COARS
Leave Montreal Mond:
quate Muptreal ondays and Wodnesdlyu at
holding fir-t or second cluss uckeu to unl
and West thereof as far as the Pacific Coast

—nominal charge is made f
Dbe reserved in m“n‘“ e for berths which may

FOR COMFORT TRAVEL by the
GRAND TRUNK RAJLWAY SYSTEM

OITY TICKET OFFICES!

137 8¢. James Street, Telephone 3 ¢
Aeotlel.orhnniont- e hll:(-‘-

416 QUEEN ST., W.

Chalices, Ciboria, Ostensoria.
Gold and Silver Plating and Engraving
of all Altar Vessels at very reasomable
prices, Write for quotations,

MISSIONS supplied with Religious
goods. Write for catalogue and quotations
Long distance 'phone M, 2768,

J, J. M, 1.ANDYX,
4.6 QULEN ¥%. WEST, TORONLO

i £

2!. in. wide, hequ quality, . soft
_ bright finish, :
; 870 Ohlno-o Bilks, 200
Bright soft finish, direet meor‘.a-
tion; sold everywhere at 87e.
8600 Fanoy Louisines, 870
20 in, wide, small neat designs,
new shades. :
6560 Peau de Soie, 400
Good width, newest spring shades
664 Taffeta Silks 400
Chiffon effect, bright surface, new
colors,

800 Jspanue Nllq’. 280 |

w- Great, A
dtodny Bnual Silk

i8] 380, Biank

24 in wide, extra bright finish,
600 Taffeta 8ilk, 480
WMQ and heavy, ‘soft bright sur.
face; & regular 60c Quality,
600 Ohiffon Tuffeta, 43¢

Black French
finish

460 Tamisline Silks, 330
In a complet.e range of new colorg

766 Tuss
Natural

Latest News of Dress Weaves

To-night's word is of some
Novelties from Paris—8ilk and
‘Wool Eoliennes.

After their quality and bewitch-
ing daintiness, the most striking
thing about these latest impor-
tations is their price modera-
tion.

8500 yards Silk and Wool Eolien-

nes, 42  in. wide; 15 leading
shgdes. A regular 90c quality.
Special value at ...... ........508¢

Silk and Wool Eolienne, 44 in,
wide, satin . finish, transparent
effect in newest evening shade.
Also navy, brown, green, gray,

royal purple, ete. Special

[ 2 EORSEER P IR R ...........isl'oo
25 pieces of new Silk and Wool

Eolienne, 44 in. wide, light

spring shades; chemp;gne, gol-
den brown, gray, cream, black,
ete. Small, neat polka

dot designs.  Yard

‘New Imported Spring Millinery

Delighted
first floor BuF

tinues. Novelty hints.

How the ladi

the Spring Millinery

Enthusiastic

on every side.

admiration

form of buying.

a hint :

A smart walking Hat in old rose

crinoline,
on either side
wings of

French roses

A chic imported Paris Model
brown silk' mohair braid,

med around

gilk chiffon and pink silk mech-
Beautifully shaded feather
in green, pink and bronze, held

lin.

in place with
Back trimm
ribbon and p

- S5.CARSLEY C°

1765 to 1783 Notre Dame St.,184 <0 194 St J-ne! 8t., Montraal

mmnu will prove:

make,
extra quality.

done in three tones,

rich wine shade.
the back is a heavy fall of old
rose ribbon in three shades, and
just under the brim bunches of

new Blyles —

le 8ilk, 23¢

weave, ‘soft bright

or 8Bilks, 5b¢

84 inches wide,

urchasers crowd
ons, Opening con-

ies crowded round
showing,
remarks were hearq

Much of the
took the practica)
As to styles—

—

of which are long
At

and tulle in pink.
of
trim-
crown with brown

bronze ornament
ed with green silk
ink roses.

LIMITED

Hay—No.1, $8.50 to $9 per tomn
on the track; No. 2, $7.50 to $8;
clover, $5.50 to $6; clover mixed,
$ to $6.50.

Oats—No. 2, 89c per bushel; No.
3, 88c; No. 4, 87c.
Beans—Choice primes, $1.65 to

$1.70 per bushel ; hand picked, $1.80,
Peas—Boiling, in car load lots, 95¢
to $1.05 per bushel.
Fotatges—In “ags of 80 lbs., 65¢
to 70c.
Honey—White clover in combs, 18¢
to 14c per ome pound section; ox-
tract, 8c to 9c; buckwheat, 6c. %o
Te.
Provisions—Heavy Cabadian short
cut porls, $21 ; light short eut, $20;
American short cut, $20; American
cut clear fut back, $19 to §20; com~
round lard, 6fc to Vic; Canafisn
pure lard, 114c to 12¢c; Kettls ren-
dered, 124¢ to 13c; hams, 12c to
13jc, according to size; bacom, 14§c;
fresh killed abattoir dressed hogs,
$10 to $10.25 . country dressod,
$8.75 to $9.50;  alive, $7.25 toJ
$7.50, selects and mixed lots.
Bggs—New laid, 16¢c to 17¢ per
doz; storage ana limed, 12¢, nomi-
nal; 3 ;
Butter—Choicest creamery, 22§c to

23 c; . undergrades, 2l¢ to dﬂc;
dairy, 19c to 20c. 1
. Cheese—Ontario, 18¢; -Quebec, 13{(:
Ashes. —First pots, $5.95: seconde,
$1.70; thirds, $3.75:

first’ peerls,

87 5 ¢
: sl R
GRAIN/ MARKBTS.
The flour situation is

g

Province. of Quebec, District of
Montreal. In the Superior Court. No.
2503, Frothingham & Workman
(Limited), a corporation having its
principal place of business in the
City and District of Montreal, Plain-
tiff, vs. Maxime Langlois, of Gaspe,

IN

ut 3‘70;

— e —

BUILDING ASSOCIATION

AID OF

St Mickaels Parish

District of Gaspe. Defendant.  The Montreal
defendant is hereby ordered to ap- it

pear  within one month. By & resolufion passid st o mes:
Montreal, March 6th, 1906. ing of the Fabrique of St. Mishesl's,
J. M. LAMOTHE, deted the 8rd of Jamvery, 1904
Deputy Prothonotary. |emd with the approval of His Grecs
the Archbishop, the Fabrique binfs
itsell to cause ¢o have said in Bb

‘s during four years twe

| The two masses in favor of oon~:
i 8 mmws:. Michael’s Building -
'|'/Assoclation, are said towards e
| jend of every momth. They ere seld
with the intentions of those who conr
tr}buu fifty cemts a yeer.

Contri-

b
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