p » to wipe out the debt.

jith 3ts rich congregn.:.(ilon a.m: t:o
prestige of being the residence of the
Metropolitan this might be consider-
an easy task, ‘but they are to go

it by degrees. The idea now is

4o have the cousecration take place
<coincidently with the celebration of

' the silver jubilee of the building in

. away and the roads leading

4

1904, The subject has been discuss-
ed in the diocesan council and the
preliminary steps looking to the suc-
cessful attainment of this plan have
been taken.

The debt now remaining on the
property is less than $250,000, the
waluation is more than ten times
this sum—and the programme by
which it will be wiped out easily and
without imposing too hard an im-
mediate burden on the people, is in
process of incubation.®

The corner stome of the cathedral
was laid by Archhishop Hughes on
Sunday, April 15, 1858, in presence
of ‘one of the largest assemblies
gathered together in this city up to
that time. The building was first
opened to the general public, at a
great fpir that was held within its
walls during the months of October
and November, 1878. The dedication
or ecclesiastical opening, was on
May 25, 1879.

The 'history of the progressive
sales of the Cathedral site gives an
interesting view of the relative val-
ues of property at various eras of
the city’s growth. It- was owned
originally by the city of New York.

he city conveyed the property on
E(\y 1, 1799, to Robert Sylburn for
$1, 01“ 50 and an annual guit rent
of four bushels of wheat. The Cathe-
dral occupies only one-half the
square thus conveyed to Sylburn,
Madison avenue dividing it in half.
‘The original plot was bounded by
Fourth and Fifth avenues, Fiftieth
and Fifty-first strects: Sylburn sold
this property on ¥eb. 20, 1810, to
Travers Thompson, and the latter
with Thomas Cadle conveyed it in
March, 1810, to Andrew Morris and
Cornelius Heeney. Heeney was a
partner in the fur business of the or-
iginal John Jacob Astor. He was
identified with much of the early
progress of the Catholic Church here
and in Brooklyn, to which he devot-
ed a large portion of his fortune. He
died a bachelor and left his estate
for the benefit of the orphans of
Brooklyn. It consists of several
acres of Heighths property, the in-
come of which is distributed yearly
by the Brooklyn Benevolent Society
in the manner his will provided.

Morris & Heeney then sold the
property to Dennis Doyle, on May
21, 1821, adubject to u mortgage
they had given to the Eagle Fire In-
surance Company. In September,
1828, this mortgage was foreclosed
and at the Sheriff’s sale Francis
Cooper bought the property for $5,-
500. On Jan. 20, 1829, he sold it to
the trustee of St.Peter's and St. Pat-
rick’s churches for the same amougt
with intereést to date. 'They wanted
it for a cemetery. The agitation
against this use of the property had
the desired effect and the project
was abandoned because .t was so far
to it
were 8o bad.

8t. Peter’'s and St. Patrick's
thie only Catholic Churches in
@ity incorporated like those of the
Protestant denominations under the
old State law with boards of trus-
tees elected by the pew-holders. All
other Catholic churches are incor-
porated under a system that makes
the board consist of fivé trustees —
» the Bishop, the Vicar-General, the
phstor and two laymen appointed by
the bishop. In the early years of
‘the last  century there was much
trouble with the lay trustee system
[ dn vogue here and elsewhere. These
laymen, usually unléttered in  both
“the spirit and the text of the strict
exactions of canon law by which the
LCatholic Church is governed, usurp-
&4 the prerogatives of the pastors in

are
the

&nwmlnlﬂ.nﬁon piled up a moun-
of ‘debt by mismanagement and
eqt financing and then had to
- Aidsnmt a8 a corporate

‘réceived deposltu of money on
nosecured - and unwise rates
pal “‘y ot course, out

A few yaears ago the parish  of
Somerstown, , was under
the care of an aged, but excellent
priest; a man who devoted himself
to his flock, and watched '‘over each
individual of it as far as was in his
power. Many were the weary hours
he passed with those whose  ears
seemed deaf to his exhortations, and
many the prayers he sald for such
as never prayed far themselves,

.Was one person in particular
who catsed him much- anxiety. This
was a young girl who had formed
an attachment for, and was intend-
ing to enter into marriage with, a
young man of vicious character and
dissolute habits. The priest being ac-
quainted with these facts, and knotw-
ing that such an alliance would only
entail upon the girl a life of utter
misery, did all in his power to pre-
vent it. At length, 'yielding to her
pastor’s entreaties, the girl peremp-
torily discarded her unworthy suit-
or.

The man was furious, and his
wrath concentrated itself upon the
head of the priest, whom ke shrewd-
ly suspected of being the occasion of
his disappointment. He set himself
to work to devise a method - of re-
venge, fnd proved the justice of his
intended victim’s course by deter-
mining upon a horrible sacrilege and
murder, He resolved to feign severe
illness in an out of the way place,
remote from his own dwelling, send
for the priest and shoot him through
the heart when he approached his
bedside, calculating on escaping
from the locality before the crime
could be detected,

Having found a companion as bad
@s himself, he told him of his plan,
and desired him to go to the priest
and beg him to come at once to a
dying man; he, in the meantime,
would go to bed in the house - de-
signated, so that when the priest
arrived he might have no suspicion
of any deception. So, at the time
fixed upon, the friend started for the
presbytery.

It was a dark night, and there was
a violent storm of wind and rain.
The old priest had just finished say-
ing his office, and was preparing to
go . to bed when he heard a loud
knock at the door.

It was somewhat unusual for any
one to call so late, especially in
such weather, and the old man open-
ed the door of his room, and tried
to listen to the stranger’s reply to
the inquiry of the housekeeper as to
what .was his business; hut the wind
blew so hard and the rain made such
a noise against the windows, that
he could not catch the words. In a
few minutes the housekeeper came up
stairs,

‘A sick call, Father.”

“It is too late to-night,”” answer-
ed her master, ‘‘tell them I will go
to-morrow morning,’”’

‘“But, father, the messenger says
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“For  the love of God 8
you to come to-night,’” exi
the man,

“Well, T cannot refuse ' when , yo
ask me for the love of Gad,”” n'n@ld
the devoted priest, turning  aside,
and preparing to follow his eondtm.-
or. 2

In a few moments the two
through the inky darkness. The rain
pouregd down in torrents; a sharp
wind  beat = against the-old man’s
face, and he shivered with cold and
fatigue; yet still he walked patient-
ly onward, regardless of the storm,
for had he not been asked to do it
for. the love of his divine Master,

After they had proceeded silently
on their way for some time, the
guide turned down a narrow street,
and stopped before an isolated and
dingy looking building, He used no
cerémony about éntering, but push-
ing the door open motioned the
priest to follow him up a rickety
stair-case. On the landing he step-
ped aside, pointing to a closed
door, and said :

‘“That is the sick man’s room —
will you be pleased to walk might
in Father! He is expecting you."

The unsuspicious priest passed in

directed, the guide remaining
himself outside. The apartment was
dimly lighted, but in one corner the
priest could distinguish a bed, with
the form of a man stretched upon it,
and nearly covered entirely < from
view by the bedclothes,

The man made no movement a8 the
priest approached, and bent over
him with inquiries respecting his
condition. Somewhat .alarmed, the
priest drew aside the bedclothes and
found to his horror that the faee be-
neath was icy cold and the eyes fixed
and glassy. He felt for the pulse
hastily, and as his fingers touched
the wrist, they came in contact also
with the pistol tightly clenched in
the dead nfan’s grasp. That the
weapon had been designed as the in-
strument of his own destruction, the
good priest never for an instant im-
agined; going to the door, he, called
for the man who had gulded him
hither, and who quickly advanced at
his bidding. Pointing to the lifeless
form on the bed, the agitated priest
demanded an explanation.

For someé moments the accomplice
gazed at the remains of his wretched
associate in speechless amazement ;
then suddenly sinking upon™"his
knees before their intended vietim he
poured out the whole story of their
murderous scheme.

The emotions of the aged priest
were divided between sorrow over
the swift vengeance meted out to
his would-be slayer and gratitude to
God for his miraculous preservation;
for it was plain that the guilty man
had been suddenly called from life,
that he might not execute his de-
sign upon God's holy minister.

The remorse-stricken accomplice
manifested every sign of a sincere
repentance, and led the priest safely
back’ to his home, where like a true
disciple of the Master, who on the
cross begged forgiveness of God
spent many long hours of that
eventful night pfaying for the men
who would have assagsinated him
For the living that he might be di-
verted from his eareer of crime, and
for the dead that repenting at the
moment of dissolution intercession
in his behalf might yet avail him.—
Young Catholic Messenger.
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A OURIOUS DEVOTION IN
INDIA.

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin is
an inborn quality of the Catholies
of the Malabar Caast of India. Al-
most all their churches are dedieat-
ed to Our Lady and her principal
feasts are celebrated' with ' great
splendor. One of the greatest is' the
Nativity. This falls at the close of
the agricultural season, when the
crops are about to be gathered in.
The hills and valleys are covered
with richest green, and flowers of a
thousand hues dot the plain. The
monsoon torrents are then gentle
streams, flowing past fern-covered
banks and stealing through beds of
golden lotuses.

This day commences the New Yenr
for the Catholic natives, and is her-
alded with pious exercisés and cere-

-
Every mornini
e parish come
plates full of ﬂoweu in their hands
and paper chapléts on their heads;.
a.nd, standing around the statue o
Tmmacul " sing hy




