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Capitalist Oppression in India (From the Vancouver “Son,"

NEVr YORK, July 12.—Soviet Russia is boue
By Dr. N. S. Hardiker, Secretary of India Home producU h the cardinal feature of Indian foreign

Rule League. trade. The markets of India are controlled by the
(From An Exchange.) British merchants. Free trade policy forced upon If7' ?“* ean not 8e1 » drop of vodka anywhere,

_ ,. her by Britain prevents the growth of infant in- Thep® “ no w^ne nor b®*1"» «ither.
B«n,t report, from IndiB, m.0, o, wh,«h h.,e dmtrie„ thro„^ pn>u«tion. AgrioUtuml pro. » - -rpridp, to ftod the ».ter-,WQ eo«pti-

«pe.rrf m the A».™*. pre«, t«lthe .tory of . ^ i. by ,„k m,m ^ wh[cb lo »r, in th.t wild had, where Mureh, i> wh,t 00*
f. "T 7Wlk,”-1 _ “ ,h; Mr MW m.chioer, ,„d tool.. N.h«l «-X *#*■*»». 

word, ofthe Viorroy -find,., of g.n.r.1 slnke* of rou^, a„d„,lope<i. • No ly. C. T. U. could have been more diligent in
.«Mt. b, Bn „h -..ohm, pun. » bomb,. 0.ten. - «forein* the bone-hy !.. Burn the -Bokhevikm
«Wy, these riot* were the remit of the passage of " PreeBenoe of Dteeheee. _ Ruwti, never h.d seloon,. but the „f«. where the
two coercive measures, the Rowlatt bills. But to Cholera, influenza, plague, malaria, all of these Russian formerly had his “nip " is closed up and
determine the real causes one must penetrate fur- and many other diseases flourish undisturbed in the doors are locked. F
ther into the economic and political conditions India. No efforts have been made to check the 

* under which the three-hundred millions of India spread of these deadly diseases. Sanitation is neg- Aceopd“8 to eye-witnesses, loverç of the “social
r~~ live. * lected on the plea that the government has not suf- ? *“* ” a,_m08t noted agaimrt the Bolsheviks when ,

The govemmcnt of India is a rule of one people ficient funds for improvement of living conditions *enm order®d all the bottles and bitrels of fire- 
by another for the sole profit and benefit of the ad- of the masses. The simplest instruction in hygiene Wlter pOUred into the gutters,
ministration. The results of such a policy of -ex- is denied the people. Food and proper living eon- In placé of vodka the Russian drinks- tea several
ploitation arc: dirions alone can combat the ravages* of the dis- times** day- To satisfy that 'Waving" for alco

eases. But both are lacking. The deaths from in- bol he sips it through a lump of sugar held between "" 
fluenza alone for the past year are calculated at bis teeth. In all institutions and industries opera- 
6,000,000. During December of 1918, eight per under soviet rule, tea is served to employees si 
cent, of the population of Bombay died from least four times a day.
cholera. The total number of deaths from cholera The Bolshevik reformers did not stop with voting
I™"'* °f thC rlight*nedk2?tk T the country dry. They arc waging a war against
tury is 5.128,qpO The prevalence of cholera in begging and prostitution, and have succeeded ta 
India, when it has been eradicated jn all civilized 
Western countries is but one example of the indif
ference of British officials to the life and health of
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L Abject Poverty.
The people of India have been ground down to 

dust. Their average per capita income, according 
to government estimates is $9.50 a year. Out of 
this is extracted a tax of $1.60. This leaves the 
head of a family with a balance of $7.90 with which 
to buy food, clothing, and the other necessaries of 
life. But cost of food for one meal a day is $10.90 
a year, this one meal to consist solely of rice. Ob
taining the ordinary comforts of life is out of the 
question. More than half of the population go to 
bed with an empty stomach every night. Contrast 
this with the figures for the United States. The 
average per capita income is $372, and out of this 

, but $12, is paid in taxes. The average American 
family has at least three hearty meals, sends its
children to school, clothing and feeding them until Bondage and death are gradually causing the de- 
they arc 14 years old, and sometimes sends them terioration of the entire population of India. A eon- 
to high school. In India the average life is 23 tinuarion of such policy can have only one result— 
years. In America it is 40, at the very lowest eeti- the wiping out of the race.
mate.

the extent that there is less of either in evidence in 
Moscow or Petrograd than in other European eapi-

t A' 1UL . .. .. , , , , ta*8 According to authorities, the decrease in
India. Although the tjtfrm of the cholera was dis- prostitution and begging is due 
covered in 1883, and the immediate eradication of 
the disease begun in Europe it was permitted to 
flourish in India, and is taking tolls of human lives 
every year.

to two causes. I» 
the first place, the leisure class that supported 
these occupations is gone. Secondly, fear of harsh 
Bolshevik punishment has driven parasites to work.

: LABOBITB DEFEATS COALITION CANDIDATE

LONDON, July 29.—(Reuter’s.) James Robert
son, La bo rite, has been elected to the Rothwell di
vision of Lanarkshire in a bye-election^the result 
of which was annouheed today. The vote stood; 

] Robertson, Laborite, 13,135; T. Moffatt, Coalition 
Liberal, 5967. The seat was previously held by » 
Coalition Unionist.

The tide of popular feeling continues to rust 
against the Imperialistic junkers in Great Britain.

While claiming that there is no money for educa
tion or sanitation, the government is constantly in
creasing the military expenditure in the country 
In the proposed budget for 1919-1920, nearly 48 per 
cent, of the total revenues are to be spent on the 
military and navy alone. Next to the military 
chargee the biggest item on the budget is the sum 
alloted to the railways. On the ground that the 
government has not spent enough money qn rail
ways during the war it proposes to spend about Tision for storage of the grains, to enable the agri- 
27.1 per cent, of the total outlay now. Thus the cultu™t to 6®1 advances for payment of revenue* 
military and railways alone consume about 75.38 pendin« profitable sale at good prices. More Often 
per cent, of the proposed revenues. From the re- than not the r7°t ®®B® »t low prices and then buys

at high rates to suppy his own needs and those of 
his family. The need for capital with which to 
purchase grains for the next crops forces him to go 
to the money-lender who exacts the very life blood 
of his victim. The lack of capital for new imple
ments and for new experiments hinders the pro
gress of the agriculturist» and the fear of fresh 
taxes destroys all initiative. The utter lack of edu
cation in scientific agriculture is still another cause 
for the backwardness of agriculture.

•Zwk
IL Famines.

‘ Famines have now become •chronic and are con-
m tfamally taking a heavy toll of human lives. Famines 

are caused not by a lack of rain, nor a lack of fer
tile soil, nor because of over-population, but be
cause of the incessant exploitation by the British 
of the subsistence of the people of India. The re
cord of famines in India for the period preceding 
British rule, and a comparison of this with the 
figures for famines after, the British had establish
ed themselves in India will serve to show hotf Brit
ish rule has sought to oppress the masses of India. , ,
Before the British came to India, the records show ma,mn* 24 62 *** <wet *** ünProvc ***-
a series of eighteen famines spread over seven eu*tare\ ,rr\at,ü"’ «dueation» industries, sciences,
hundred years, from the eleventh to the eighteenth an<* sanitatio“- 
centuries. In the nineteenth century are recorded
thirteen famines from 1800 to 1875, with a total of history, the government has seen fit to pass a law 
6,500,000 deaths. which is so drafted that any one whose writing or

From 1875 to 1900, there were eighteen famines speaking is disliked by officials may be arraigned 
with a death toll of 26.000,000. In the twentieth and tried by special processes, which in effect 
century there have been famines every year, with abolishes all ordinary law. The passage of the bill 
distress and suffering that are indescribable. The was bitterly opposed by all of the Indian members 
latest reports from India tell of another famine, of the Legislative Council, who voted against it. - ^
worse than any that India has ever known, with Five of the members in the legislative and exeeu- Out of three hundred million people in India, 295
heavy losses, and great suffering. The causes of live council have resigned their seats. Passive re-, million ean neither read nor write. After 160 year*
these famines are to be found in the scarcity of sistanee movements have been started. On April
money rather than of food. There is plenty of food 6, a national “Humiliation Day” was declared. AH
in the country, but the wherewithal to buy this shops were closed, and in many provinces f—Hug
food at prices demanded by exporters and dealers was observed. Strikes, riots and revolts have been
is leaking. If the peasant in good seasons, could taking place all over India. To quiet the restless

> get a little ahead, he could, in time# of famine, people, the government "has employed bombs, ma-
MÊÊ draw upon his savings. But as things are, there is chine guns, armored cam, and has succeeded in every hundred girls get common school education,

not sufficient upon which to live in good seasons, fanning the flames of revolt. In the revolts at ^he expenditure on education in the United
Ahmedabad and Amritsar, a total loss of 460 lives ^t®8 P*r head* “ *■ I“dia, it is two and one-

the result of the government efforts at sub- half cents! Within 20 >cars- the people of the
jection of the people. Floggings and imprison- Philippines have reduced their illiteracy to 55 per

cent. Ndw 44 per cent, of the people are educated. 
Within eight times that period, England has pro
duced a nation of illiterates numbering 94 per 

Indebtedness in chronic with the Hindu sgrieul- eqnt of the population. The repeated requests for 
facture of goods which die is at present forced to turist. As soon as his crops ripen hie first concern free compulsory education have been met with the
purchase from England. The exports of raw ma- is to sell hia predace to pay -the landlord his rent,
terials from India and $e import of manufactured and tim gev.rom.nt ha revegj*.
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With a military strength unsurpassed in Indien
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of enlightened rule in India, the British have en-

BU •bled 6 out of every 100 to be educated. An ad
mirable record, indeed, for a progressive Western 
nation. Education is neither free nor compulsory 
in Indi*, except in the native states. Five out of
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V.
The industries of India have deliberately re

mained undeveloped through all the time that the 
industrial revolution was working so rapidly in 
England, and on the continent. Yet India

all of the raw materials necessary for the monu

ments are the order of the day.'
"
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objection—insufficient funds. Yet them is 

no »»*, always sufficient fee the military. v* :There is ■S-iHii
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