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THE FARMER’S
experts. In washing dairy uiensils, oo authori-  a lor :
. g . 1 & 12er Superi1vior y . s s s
ties advise rlélsmg with colt vauater prior to \l'\in!: ten \'t:lm :')i»l-\' ;\]‘.-()l‘l-l]{\tht hy‘ g e “YV iy
o eyl itor. g /ears hrouch e trens 1o hearing age,
hot ] and it was deemed advisable the Govern-
ment to extend the period and furnish an annual
report of what these orchards are doing after be-
Fewer Cows and More Feed. coming of full bearing age. B
l«'.«h:.or The Farmelts A““““"“": . CULTURE, PICKING AND DPACKING AND
The Central Smith Cow-testing Association had STORAGE .
twenty members to start with in 1907, and it is ; o
running about the same this year. One of the . R. . Grabam, of Bellevilly, OnL., gave a very
advantages I have been most interested in is the instructive ndf!rl-s:; on the nieds of the apple
record my cow Blacky has made. Her record for e 5 Mo said_we: manted
last year for eleven months was close up to four- - ('(md. Rpples N 8ol e pet these we must
teen thousand, and this year her record now in spr(z:_\'_ ?ul“vut.(" Au“"' )
seven months and a week is eleven thousand. | LR e Do nat pick apples too
green ; let them mature and color By doing

have other cows giving between seven and eight
thousand pounds in the same time. '

The movement seems popular with those who
have tried it, and as far as I am concerned I
would like to see it continued. [ cannot say it
has stimulated interest in the cow question very
much. I do not think that it has had the desired
efiect of inducing the farmer to sell inferior cows
as yet. This is just the second year, and a very
dry one in this district. Some cows do better
one year than another.

My theory for getting more milk is to try to
persuade the farmer to keep half the number, or
feed what he has better. Half of the cows through
the country just get enough to keep them alive,
without producing milk. J. GORDON MANN.

’eterboro Co., Ont.

For cleaning milk or whey cans, nothing can
beat quicksand. Simply dip a wet rag in the
sand and rub the can well. T always rinse with
cold water as soon as possible after the cans
come home, and leave them standing mouth down
on the grass until time can be found to wash
thoroughly.—[W. C. Shearer, Oxford Co.

GARDEN # ORCHARD.

Fruit-growers at Middleton.

President R. W. Starr opened the annual meet-
ing of the Nova Scotia Fruit-growers’ Associa-
tion with a few general expressions of greeting,
explaining that lack of time had made it im-
possible to prepare a finished address, but prom-
ised to have it ready for the printed report.

We were glad to again have Horticulturist
Macoun with us, with one of his instructive ad-
dresses. He dealt largely with the experiments
in cross-breeding carried on at the Experimental
Farm for the purpose of obtaining apples com-
bining more of the required good qualities Fhan
at present could be found in any one variety.
The results were satisfactory, inasmuch as at
least 25 per cent. of those under experiment were
turning out promising varieties. They were
making observations, also, on the factors aflect-
ing crop production. This he considered one of
the most important objects of the fruit-growers.
The selection of stocks for top-working had some-
thing to do with the increase of crops. 1t had
been noticed that scions placed in some stocks
produce better than those in others. Also, tl}at
it is well to select scions from trees producing

ood crops.
; 'I‘herepiss also a fear that cultivation may be
carried on too long or late in the summer, espe-
cially in moist seasons. 1t is a well-known
principle that if we get great growth of wood
in the tree, it is generally at the expense of pro-
duction. Following this principle, it is well to
stop cultivation early in the §ummer to check
this growth and allow the fruit buds to form
for the next year. It had been noticed that an
exceptionally dry summer was followed by 2
large crop of fruit. It had also been noticed
that anything checking the downward flow of sap
in a limb or top of a tree increased the bearing.

This may be done by the checking of the sapt};ti
i f the graft with a tree, or & parti
aithg oF e He strongly ad-

girdling or break in the limp. ‘
vocated the keeping of bees 1n the orchard, since

the search for honey was sure to result in a dis-
tribution of pollen and increa§ed ferphzat.nom .

Prof. Percy Shaw gave an interesting accopn
of the model orchards that had been and N\\ere
being planted in the di(Terftnt counties of ova-
Scotia, outside of the fruit belt.. The first or
chards have been planted about elght‘years, lfimti
some have begun bearin%_ Ith;?;se bfearrmg earlies

i S Ontario, and Fallawater.
bel'[;‘%xe::a::ddel orchards, snjculled, were planto}(l
with the object of determining \vhethgrd or n(in
orcharding could be succvssful].y carrie “(){1 o
other parts of the [‘rovince, z}sule f.rom ' \: (}mt
napolis Valley. The terms ol plz\n(lr:n_q “_en o
the Government furnished the trees, sprthy 211‘ m,’
and helped plant them, the farmer on w 05(,ru“f
the orchard was planted agreeing t‘f fnkv r;; o“
it for tem years, under the supervision O t 1?
(Iovprnment: and also carrying out t}}vl Tv;_\ ‘r‘m\—
tions given. After ten years, the orchare W
the property of the farmer.

The question W

as raised of the desirability of

so, they gain in appearance, flavor and value.
lflck carefully, and give the minimum amount of
time and handling between orchard and storage.

3. Proper packing. Nova Scotia can grow
good apples, but her men can pack them much
better than they are now packed. Too many

No. 2’'s in No. 1 barrels, and too many No. 8’s
in No. 2 barrels. The Province, in his opinion,
was losing $140,000 on a crop of 600,000 barrels
because of the want of uniformity in the size of
the barrel in Canada. 1f Nova Scotia would use
the 112-quart barrel of Ontario, they would get
a larger price, and pay less freight, since the
larger barrel would go for the same freight as the
smaller barrel, and save in number of barrels to
be made, etc. This brought out a very spirited
discussion, which left the feeling that the smaller
barrel of 96 quarts, as defined by the Federal
statute, was the better size to use.

4. Proper storage. Apples should be placed
in cold storage as soon as possible after being
picked.

VALUE OF THINNING.

R. S. Eaton, in a very forceful address, sum-
med up the advantages of thinning fruit during
the summer, in July, as conserving the vitality
of the tree, saving time in packing and picking,
giving fewer No. 2's, and bringing better prices.

Prof. H. W. Smith, in a talk on fungicides,
very logically and clearly evolved the history of
Bordeaux.

TRANSPORTATION.

The question of transportation, dealt with by
I. C. Whitman, of Annapolis, brought out some
decidedly and unorthodox new views. He had
found that as long as apples in a car or on a
train were kept moving that they would stand
cold almost to zero without freezing; that the
motion seemed to ward off frost. Also, in hot
weather, he had found it very beneficial in reduc-
ing temperature and keeping apples in good shape
to throw water over them in a hot car or hold
of steamer. He also advanced the idea that the
rise in temperature in a vessel’'s hold, after she
had been on the voyage four or five days, was
due to the friction of the barrels against one an-
other, from the rolling and pitching of the
steamer.

FOREIGN MARKETS.

IHowar@=Bligh, in dealing with foreign mar-
kets, prophesied that in a few years it would be
almost useless to send apples to Liverpool and
London, since the strong combination of buyers
and brokers placed shippers practically at the
mercy of these men. They controlled prices to
such an extent that in many cases it was his
opinion that cargoes of apples were sold prac-
tically before the steamer arrived. He regretted
that the present heavy tax practically kept apples
out of Germany, and assured the audience that
it only needed the consent of our Government to
remove this tax, since Germany had intimated
willingness to re-establish the old trade relations.

OFFICERS AND RESOLUTIONS.

The evening meeting of the 15th was a joyous
season of Provincial inter-congratulation. After
the various speakers had finished, it would be
difficult to decide whether we lived in Nova Scotia
or Paradise.

The session of Wednesday morning, the 16th,
was opened with an address by Prof. Macoun on
the judging of plate apples at exhibitions. The
gentleman would place the awards according to
score-cards, giving so many points for each of
the elements of uniformity, color, size, typical
shape, and freedom from blemishes.

An address by J N. Chute, of Berwick, on
Co-operation, showed how successfully the co-
operative society at Berwick was being carried

on.
The meeting closed with a demonstration on

apple-packing in hoxes.

The officers for the ensuing yvear were @ Presi-
dent, F. M. Chapman ; Vice-President, E. E.
Archibald ; Secretary, S. C. Parker. Executive
_A_ C. Starr, R. J. Messenger, G. C. Miller, P.
Innis.

The following resolutions were passed :

Resolved, —That the Government be asked to
continue their supervision of the model orchards
for a longer period than ten years ;

That an expression of sorrow and svmpathy
for the family of the late Dr. Fletcher be sent to
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his friends, and be placed on the records of the
Association ;

That the Federal Government be again urged
to pass such legislation as will lead to the adop-
tion, all over (Canada, of the 96-quart barrel ;

That pressure be brought to bear leading to
betier trade relations with Germany.

R. J. MESSENGER.

Apple Trade with England.

Writing to the Trade and Commerce Depart-
ment, J. B. Jackson, Trade Commissioner at
Leeds, Fng., in discussing Canada’s growing
trade with FEngland, says that the fruit trade,
in particular, has made rapid strides. Numerous
salesmen, who previously dealt almost exclusive-
ly in American fruit (under which name Canadian
apples were invariably bought and sold when
they did perchance obtain them) have been in-
duced to open up correspondence with anadian
shippers and growers, and are now disposing of
regular shipments of fruit week after week during
the season.

Some idea of the progress made in this direc-
tion can be gathered from the business done by
one importing firm alone, who, so far this sea-
son, has sold upwards of 43,000 barrels of Cana-
dian-grown apples received by them direct from
Canada. Other instances could also be cited
where trade has greatly advanced, but sufficient
illustration of this is shown by the fact that
there are, at least, three firms dealing in this
district in Canadian apples to-day where there
was only one before the Trade Commissioner’s
office was established for the promotion of trade
in Dominion products. A few local merchants,
too, have been induced to visit the chief fruit-
growing districts in Canada, where arrangements
were successfully made for future shipments.

Mr. Jackson further says : *‘‘ Very large direct
shipments of Canadian apples are arriving in this
district every week, and 1 am pleased to say that
the importers here are unanimous in their opinion
that the shipments surpass in quality any Cana-
dian apples ever seen in this district. The pack-
ing is also all that could be desired. The early
shipments were rather wormy and somewhat in-
ferior, but this defect has disappeared, and Cana-
dian apples, both from Ontario and Nova Scotia,
now stand without a rival in the estimation of
the consuming public here. The market in
Leeds has been exteedingly strong, and excellent
prices are being obtained ; in Sheffield, owing to
the extreme depression in: the iron and steel
trades, and the scarcity of money amongst the
iarge operative population, the market has been
rather weak, and much smaller prices have been
realized than in either Leeds or Hull."

Commissioner Ray, of Dirmingham, Eng.,
writes under date of Nov. 27 : ‘‘ For the guid-
ance of apple exporters, 1 may say that the
Birmingham market is well stocked at the present
time, consequenily rather low prices are ruling.
It would be judicious if Canadian apple-exporters
would retain their stocks until after the Christ-
mas holidays. The market is always glutted at
Christmas time, and apparently this year will be
no exception.

«1 went through Smithfield market yesterday
and inspected barrel after barrel of apples from
British Columbia and Nova Scotia. The fruit
from both Provinces was exceedingly fine, but
much that came from Ontario was not up to the
anticipated standard. Barrows' stores devoted a
large window to a display of British Columbian
apples, which were the delight of crowds of spec-
tators. = The apples were a magnilicent color,
large in size, and solid in flesh, and Birmingham,
1 feel sure, will look forward to these British
Columbhian shipments year by year, if the quality
is maintained.

< Pears are commanding a capital price, as
doctors are now recommending them to invalids,
instead of grapes. The retail price in Birming-
ham for good varieties is 6d. (12 cents) per

pound.’’

Work of Art.

Enclosed find a postal note for fifty cents, and
would like you to send a copy of the Christmas
Numbers to the following addresses : —— .
I would like to express my hearty appreciation of
“ The Farmer's Advocate.”” Tts pages are just
packed to the brim with information for the farmer,
the farmer's wife, and all who peruse its contents.
The Christmas Number certainly is a work of
FRED HYDE.

art.
Toronto.

The summer meeting of the Pomological and
Fruit-crowing Society of Quebec will be held at
I.a Trappe, Oka, on August 24th and 25th, 1909.




