AN OLD CHRISTIAN’S ESTIMATION
OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

““All Soripture is given by inspiration of God.”
—1 Tim. iii. 16.

. I have a profound, unfeigned (I believe divinely
given) faith in the Bible. I have, through grace,
been by it converted, enlightened, quickened, saved.
I have received the knowledge of God by it, to
adore His perfections—of Jesus,—the Saviour, joy,
strength, comfort of my soul. Many have been in-
debted to others as the means of their being brought
10 God, to ministers of that Gospel which the Bible
contains, or to friends who delight in it. This was
not my case. That work, which is ever God’s, was
wronght in me through the means of the wiitten
word. He who knows what the value of Jesus is,
will know what the Bible will be to such a one. If
I have alas, failed it, in nearly thirty years' ardu-
ous and varied life and labour—at least such, as far
as the service of an unknown and feeble individual
usually leads, I have never found it fail me; if it
has not for the poor and needy circumstances of
time, through which we feebly pass, 1 am assured
it never will for eternity. *The word of the Lord
abideth for ever.” If it reaches down to my low
estate, it reaches up to God’s height, because it
comes thence: as the love that can reach even to
me, and apply to every detail of my feeblenese and
failure, proves itself divine in doing so: none but
. God could, and hence it leads me up to Him. As




