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THE AGITATOR IN PHILATELY.

BY W. CULLEN BROWN.
HI LATELY has thousands of different 

natures amongst her ranks. It is my pur­
pose in this paper to deal with one of these 
many classes ; a class, which it is at first 
thought difficult to determine whether their 
adherence is to he appreciated or disdained.
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(lithcult to determine whether specialists are at present 
on the opposition, or whether they form thegovernment. 
Specialism has to-day the support of the most power­
ful and influential philatelists. It is regarded as the 
most feasible and lucrative method of collecting.

The rise of specialism is but a single instance of the 
power which the agitator attains, and the influence 
toward progress which he very often brings forward to 
stimulate philately’s growth. I do not write this paper 
for the purpose of creating a "kicking” tendency. 
My object is to urge collectors to conquer the ‘‘dumb 
spirit ’ Do not keep to yourself anything which may 
benefit others. Do not make your mind a miser !

The agitator is not always correct, you say ; yes, 
that is, I admit, true. Yet on the truth, the value of 
his views, their success depends. If they are empty, 
devoid of usefulness, little notice will be taken of 
them ; but, on the other hand, whenever they possess 
merit, rest assured, they will not long remain un­
noticed. The philatelic world are always ready to 
weigh carefully anything for their benefit, and on its 
merits the result rests. In conclusion, do not has'ily 
bring forward anything which does not deserve con­
sideration. Look before you leap ! If your views 
possess true merit, depend philatelists will receive 
them in accordance with their value.
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HERE has been one species of philatelic 
torture which seems to have run its brief life, 
and with the Lett grace possible, under the 
circumstances, let us retire it to the " realms 
from which no wanderer —----- ”
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I refer to that super annuated figure which <1a
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Well it is not artistic, but it is at least modern. 
Instead of an imaginary personage, wholly devoid of 
expression, loveliness of grace, we have a modern 
1‘hilatelia.an every-day maiden; you can see hundreds 
bearing a resemblance to her in your daily walks.

Then this bright, young Westerner who has come 
among us to share our good and ill, the Philatelist, of 
Denver, Colo., has presented us with a most-wel­
comed figure, that of a young knight of the realm with 
album opened before him, and an expression of de­
light o’erspreading his face as he views his collection 
so nearly completed, yet can we not see a bit of wbt- 
fulness there, that he may possess those three coveted 
specimens for the lower corner ?

Truly there has been a re-action and it is highly 
pleasing to contemplate. Let us have more of these 
modern representations, and less of those hackneyed 
figures typical to philatelic research and exploration.

Would it not be far better to retire that globe 
which is getting a trifle antique, and insu-ad, place 
at the right hand a perforation gauge, a magnifying 
glass and a color chart ? We may reasonably expect 
to “get out of the rut "after a time, and present to the 
world a figure, queenly in form and figure, typical of 
our science and its followers. Let the good work go on.
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