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R Notable Plag-ground. -

CF HILY T was in London recently T stood
one day on A very large and fine
play-ground, It was so large as to
afford ample raom for the free move

ment of hundreds of children.
fitted for the purpose designed, having swings
and gymnastic apparatus, and one part heing
devoted to the boys and the other rescrved for
the use of the gitls. As T stood theye watching
the gambels of the happy juveniles L could wot
help reflecting on the wondetful ehange which
had been effected in that place, and how different
the scenes then enacted to those ence witnessed
there. That play-ground was once the site of a
grim ptison—the old Horse-manger Lane Gaol,
As 1 stood there a shudder passed through me #s
I thought that under that very ground over
which the light and careless feet of the children
were tripping was all that remained of the dust
of some of the most notoripus eriminals of the
19th centuty. I that vicinity many 1 morderer
had paid the penalty of his deed of blood, But,
happily, the little ones knew pothing of the
shameful and tragic associations of that spot,
O1d things had passed away; behold, all things
had become pew ! Whese misery once reigned,
merriment now sways its guuny sceptre,  Such
a pleasing transformation set me reflecting. I
remembered, sadly, that siw kas furned play-
grounds into prisons. Once na frowning walls
shut 4n those who had forfeited their birth-right
of liberty., No gloomy dungeons echoed the
groans of wretched captives, The world was
full of light, and resonant with joy. Man
walked forth passessed of lordly freedom, en-
joyed peace with his Maker, and exercised his
heaven-given right as monarch of the lower
creation, Alas, how soonr he fell from bis high
estate!
““We tell with dimming eyes the story,
How discord on the music fell, and darkness on
the glory.”’

Through sin came guilt, misery, bondage, des-

pair, and death. Man becawe a law-breaker,

the creator became a Judge, and the world be-

came a prison. And what far-reaching and long-
continuing consequences have occurred from the
primal transgression. Look abroad upon our
penitentiaries with their shame-stained inmates,
and mourn over the havoc wrouglit by sin.

Sin has brought many from the play-ground to |

the prison.

All those monsters of evil at whose dark deeds |
we tremble were once smiling infants vestling |
Those who are kept under |

in a mother's arms.
lock and key, once roamed in all the sweet free-

} liberty to the

It was admirably |

captives, and the opening of the
: prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the
+ aceeptable vear of the Lord, and the day of
vengeance of our Gad: to comfort all that mourn,
to appoint uato them that mourn in Zion, to give
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn-
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit of
Yes, Jesus came to give physicals
Whom the Son

heaviness, '’
mental and spiritval liberty,
makes free are free indeed.  And those whom
¢ liberates, Me fills with joy. They have
pleasures hetter than any known to natural
childhood, They are made to rejoice with joy
wnspeakable and full of glory.

2he more the weligion of Christ prevails the
feacer Pprisons will there be and the more play-
“Where ghe Spirit of the Lord is,
Already, Christianity has

& rounds.
, there is Tiberty,”

produced glorious changes.

! many abuses. it has rectifiecd many wrongs, it has

* delivered wankind from many evils.  The

, gospel is the true remedy for all the ills of

humanity, Tt gces to the root of the matter and
| makes men tiew creatures. { heard Dr. Parker
! preach a sermou dealing with some pressing
i social problems. He said our cities needed re-
, building: but in order 1o rebuild the city you
" must rebuild the citizen, Ve wmust be born
| again."*

There is a world where biere are no prisons. In
the realns of Lliss there are no law-breakers, and
no need for places of incarceration. Of that
' eity it is said:  * There shall in no wise enter
!juto it anything that defileth, neither whatso-
. ever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of
tife."

T would not like to say that there are no play-
grounds in Heaven. I know there are many
+ dear children there, uud 1 know they are per-
! fectly happy. The prophet describing the re-
| stored Jerusalem said: “*And the streets of the

city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the
| streets thereof.””  In Jerusalem the Golden,
. surely there will be multitudes of bright young
. forms animated with very joy in the fulness of a

youth that never grows old, and a life that never

ends! Some of them we sadly miss here; but
| they are “‘with Christ, which is far better.”’
“Around the throne of God in heaven

Thousands of children stand;

Children whose sins are all forgiven,

A holy, happy band.”

“On earth they sought the Saviour’s yrace,

On earth they loved His name;

So now they see his blessed face,

And stand before the Lamb.”

C. W. TowNSEND.

dom of childhood. Those who wear the badge |

of dishonor and perform the menial task, once,
with laughing faces, engaged in innocent play.

Miarried.
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It is enough to make tlte heart bleed to think |

how sin has led many a one away from scenes of
joy to places of woe. Truly “‘the way of trans-
gressors is hard."” Let us hate sin, strive
against it, and warn others of its deceitful nature
and deadly effects. But I am eager to pass from
these painful considerations to more hopeful and
happier thoughts.

Scripture teaches us that Christ came to turn
prisons into play-grounds.

It was His mission to destroy the works of the
Devil, to counteract and overcome the dread
results of sin, and, as the second Adam, to
restore the ruins of the first. Is it not written of

Him:—'*The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek. He hath sent me
to bind up the broken-hearteft, to proclaim

| COAKLEY-BANISTER — At Harvey, Albart county,
N. B, May 31<t, by Rev. M. E. Flotchor, David C.
| Coakiey to Roena Banister, both of Harvey.

Duery At Lubec, Me., Dr. N. P. Duffy, in the
45th year of his age, after a brief illness of five day .
Dr, Duffy was a native of Coverdale N B., and was
highly respected in Lubec, where he practiced his pro
fession,

Warp-SrorEy—At Doaktown, June 4th, by Pastor
M P King, Walter Ward, Ida Storey, both of Blissfield,
North Co. N. B.

Busar DickinsoN—At Coldstream, Car. Co , June
5th, by Rev, J. D. Wetmore, Merrill T. Bub-rt.o Etta
Dickinson, of Lower Crighton.

Dykkmax-Puroy —At the home of the hrldu’- parents
Upper Jemseg, Queens Co,, N. B, June 6th, by Rev,
W. J. Gordon, Ethelbert P, D’Icnu to Laura Purdy,
both of Jemseg.

It has swept away |

Sianr BaTes At the Baptist paisohage, Upper
Jemsey, Queens Co, N. B., June 4th by Rev. W ]
Gordon, William \hup to Sirah Bates, both of Lower
Jomseg.

STEEVES MILLER —~ At the parsonage, Dawson Settle-
ment, Albert Co., May 17, by Pastor A A Ratledge,
Roland Steeves ot Hillsbory and wounise Miller  of
Baltimore, Albert county, N. B.

STEFVES COLLINS—AL the patsonage, Dawson S ttle.
ment, Aloert county, June ko, by A A Ratledge, Lbhin
E Steeves of Dawson Settlement and Maud Collins of
St John, N B

Frrus Hopstis—At Cambridge, Quecns county,
on the oth Jane, by the Rev A 1 MacDonald, Judson
1 Forris and Ava ] Huestis, all of cambridge

Died.

Wann=A Bhlis<ield, fune 1st, George Ward, in the
20k 3o I his age

Brows <At Chipman, N B on 6th inst, Andrew
Brown, aged 73 years  Three sonsand two  danghters
are left to revere hig mnmmy. Ho was a member of
First chipman chureh, é

MENWINNIE A \hr)-wlle \ovk county May 18th
Mrs Sarah A Metwinnie, aged 76 years, leoving two
sons and four daughters, of Mehwinnie, was a
member of the Musquash @l having united  with
it many years ago, aud Fithough heving to endure
many adverse inflaences and Qur( itations stood firm to
her r(‘lh.lullnlnll\lllltnlnl\lld died in. the triumphs of
faith,

WaNaMaKRER - On July 7th, 1902, from the Lome of
her mother, Hilsdale, N. B, to her heavenly home,
departed Sister Jennie® Wanamakoer, sgal 18, Bhe
suffered very much. but wher asked, *Does  the
Father's dealings seem hard, " she replied, “I love
Josus and I know he loves me. He cannot make any
mistake.”  Thus ever frithful to Him and His chureh
she lived, she died loving and beloved by Him and
Iis.

:

HaroiNg —-At. herJate rui(’lonr«, Charlotte St., St
John, June 7, Susan E., widow of 2he late Charles E.
Harding, in the 82nd year of her nge. Mrand Mrs
Harding were permitted to spend a long married life
together and to raise a large family of four sons ar d
seven daughters, all of whom live to chirish and
revere the memory of theie jarents, Mrs Harding
was a valued memberof the Gemiain Street charch

. In quite early life she united with the ¢hureh and

preserved her memberslyp in it unbrokén for more
thaw fifty years. The faneral services were conducted
by her pastor, Rev ] D Freemanon Tuesday aftarnoon
and the remains were laid away in' Fern il Cometery

| buside those of her hushand who was taken from her

{; all”

side avout eighteen mmthn ago. .

VAUGUAN—On June 6th, at St Martiog, N B, Ben
jamin Vaughwataged 0 years and 7 mouths; Our
beloved brother was one of the oldest and most
respected residents of, this place. He was bap ized
by Rav Benjamin Coy nbarlyuxu years ago, Some
twenty-five years of his life was spent in Liverpool,
Englund, whiere he attended for a time the winistry
ot the famous Hugh Ste¥ell Brown, and afterwards
became an ardent supporter'sf Princes Strect chureh
undor the pastorate of the Lde G W M Carey.  He met
with great reverses in business life, lml sustained
them all with Christian fortitude,  ¥liy closing years
passed in his native placs vere calm and brightened
with glort us hoped  Tne present writer saw him the
day before he diedy and bending over him said “Chrisy
18 all,” to which - he immediately responded “and in
In timt blessed assurance he lived and died,
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Thexnceof conneay is ‘riot the least of life’
charms. Nowhere should it grow ridm' than in
the Church of Christ. | A swile, a hand
kindly

book; in¥itatioh to a seat, such li
these  have .often “gladdened” dn

heart, led a life meaber to Clirist and ‘béen the
‘Mc.u:: water" \hhuﬂdz
er
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