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heaven-born feelings of benevolenre let lis fvmpnthir©
with the folitqry mourner, l;iy ourfelves open 'to the in-
fluence of thofe thoiifand ills which wring the foul to
anguifli, and lilien to the heart-rending cry of penury and
wretchcdncfs. Advancing in the carecrof beneficence,
fccnes will prefent themfelves to the compaflionaie eye
which in oppofition to our former prepoflellions can
hardly fail to fober our conceptions of things. Poverty
and diflrels feen through the veil of a moral painting
may be invefled even with charms. Jhit furvey them in
aaual life and a very diflc-rent imprelFion is produced,.
What a variety of fliades does the principle of corruption
in man aifume ! What a mafs of mifcry does human life
prefent to our view ! The obvious tendencv of fuch prac-
tical furve)s of , human life is to check the emotions of
pride, and to eherifli the principle of humility in the wi-
deft i'cnfc of the term.

Habits of brotherly kindnefs and charity have alfo a
tendency to enlarge our knowledge of hunian nature in-
afmuch as they lead us to oufcrvc .n in a variety of fitu-
ations

; to mark the diverfities of the human charaaer,
the influence which external condition has on the heart!
and the imprcflTjon which deeds of beneficence make on
difl'erent mind*. The difcoveries thus made may be prac-
tically applied to the improrement of our own hearts.
They may be inflrumental in weakening our attachment,
to prefent obje^s, in elevating our minds to thofe which
are fpiritual and divine, and in leading forward our views
to that flate where evil both natujal and mojal fliall be for
ever unknown.

III. The exercife of brotherly kindnefs and charity fur-
niflies a praaical evidence of the truth and value of real
religion.— In every age of the Church, much evil has
relulted from the tendency which men uniformly difcover
to form^ too fpeculative and abflraa views of religious
truth. That religion, like every other fubjea of intellec-
tual inquiry, adruits of fyftematic arrangement, ami may
be prdentcd to the mind in its iuft relations, is iinnurtii-

onablc.


