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Confederation exerdMd Legislative pow-
•M In the regulation of theiaaueof licenHea

for the Mile ut iiiluxicating liniiom, and the
koan and certain other incidents of the
•ale.

"That the Appeal Ooiirta of Ontario
and Quebec have each tvcided in favour
of 'the exercise by i\u- Proviuee of the
Dominion, r>' tic juti' 1'r ton, and this

Appeal Court ) «• f atber determined that
the Judgmei » of the Privy Council in

Kussrl). and the <^ueen does not decide
tkat the Provincial liegiHlatnree have not
tW« jrri Hliction.

' That the questions involved are now
inder the consideration of the Supreme
Court of Canada, and will ehortlv be
brought undur the consideration of the
Privy Council.

"lliat the Parliament of Canada should
not asnume juriiKliction as proposed by
the said Bill, untU the question hu been
settled by the Court of last resort."

That motion aluo was defeated. Xow,
Mr. Speaker, let U8 understand clearly

what determination we are called upon
to take, for what reason and upon
what plea ; we were called upon to

interfere with the regulation of licens-

ing in the various provinces upon the
plea—not that it was a politic thing
for this Parliament to assume that
jurisdiction, not that it was a measure
of policy or expediency at all, but upon
the plea of necessity- that in order to

prevent the un-estrained sale, by any-
body who pleased, it was necessary for
ibis Parliament to intervene ; not
npon ar(jument, for argument was not
r^ff rit'} to in this House, to prove the
:oai,txMtj, but upon the plea that the
necessity was proved and established

1»y the judgment of the Court of last

resort, which the hon. gentleman said

Was the final law of the land—upon
the plea that the loioal laws weie not

worth the paper they were written
upon— that they were usurpations;
and in order to prevent these dreadful
•Vila over which the hon, gentleman
wept, residtittg froin the unrestrained
aale of intoxicating fiquora all over the
•ountry, he said we must act at once,
and act decidedly, else the ebuntry
would go io ruin over the quantity of

Sqtior sold by everybody attd dttuik

by everybody elM. Well, air, w#-
pointed out that th hon. gentlenian'a
interpretation of tlio judgment in Rns-
sell v». ITie Queen, was ei-roneous

;

that it di*l not establish the propoNi
tion he laid down ; that it could not
eatabllah it because an essential ele-

ment to a oonclusive decision upon
that subject was that the question of
Provincial powers in municipal institu-

tions should have been brought under
the consideration of the court and
adjudged upon by the court, whereaa
that question was not considered or
adjudgf d upon at all. However, the
hon. gentleman who answered for the
Government said that thoy took the
opinion of the First Minister, that
they were willing to take his opinion
on trust, and that as he wished it, rot
merely as an exix)under of the law,
but as a prophet, it was i>articularly

unfortunate that I should have chal-
lenged hia judgment. Hot time brings
about its revengea There were allu-

sions in the course of the debate, and
in thia motion, to cases th^n pending
—to a case before the Supreme Odurt
of Can da at that time standing for
judgment, in which ju lament haa
since been delivered, and in which
three of the judges, those who ex-
pressed an opinion on the question of
jurisdiction, expressed the oi>inion that
the Local Legislatures have regulative
jurisdiction. There was a <Jase alldded
to which was about to be heard in the
Privy Council. It was pointed out in
a late stage of the debate that it .was
entirely unnecessary for the hon.
gentleman to proCMd so hantily, for
he himself proposed that his Act
should not come into force until May
next, at any rate so far as the licensing
power was ooncemed, and that he
m%ht well wait until the decision of
the Privy Council was rendered. But
lie had some purpose to serve, and he
insisted on Farlii^ent coming io a
conclusion. Parliament came io' the
conclusion he desired, and since then
juiigmeui has been delivered ; ivndthia
is the second complaint I make of


