62 The Tmperfectly Descended Testis

The microscopical characters of an undeseended testis are thus
deseribed l\.\ Mr. MeAdam Eeeles (7 The |l||||< ricetly Desceended
Testis,” p. 17): = The seminiferous tubules. or what should he
seminiferous, are smaller, more widely  separated  from  one
another by the interstitial tissue, and are fewer in number, and
probably shorter in length, than those of the normal organ.
Between the tubules themselves there is mueh loose conneetive
tissue. which is rich in blood-vessels, in spite of the otherwise
ill-development of the gland Scattered throughout this tissn
there are nucelei, belonging almost certainly to peculiar inter
stitial stroma cells,  In some sections these appear to have
undergone considerable development, both in number and siz

What their funcetion and significance may be is still problematical,
Possibly they are associated with an internal seerction of the
organ, a scerction which may be needful for the full development
of the male characteristies, and the faet that they are present
so uniformly and in proportionately sueh large numbers in the

imperfeetly deseended testis may point to the fact that they
peculiarly necessary for this purpose in the absence ol sperma
tozoa-producing tubule cclls.  The basement membrane of the
abortive tubules is well developed, but the lumen s filled with a
mass of granular débris. containing a large number of nuelei
of various shapes and sizes, these being probably derived from
the cells lining the tubule.  Neither spermatoblasts non
spermatozoa can be demonstrated in the tubules of by far the
larger number of imperfeetly descended testes.,

In rare cases the spermatogenie function is not lost, even
when there is double imperfeet deseent with very small testes
or when both organs are arrested within the abdominal cavity ;
this has been proved, both by the presence of normal tubules and
active spermatozoa, on histological examination, and also by
the fact that these persons have proved to be capable of pro
creation,*®

The relation  between  imperfeet  deseent  and  imperfeet

* Many examples of this are recorded in medical literatur I'here 1s, however,
vidence that those in which spermatogenesi normally carried out are young men
mostly under thirty vears of age In men over thi ¢ the imperfeetly descended
organ is nearly always functionle In the majority of cases under the age of thirty
the spermatogenic function is absent ind the proportion of functional organs i

probably small




