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The field work )»»«ignetl to me for the i-enmin of I'jOft enibraoad a
geologic and topographic reconnnimiiinco of th» Peel riv«»r in the
extreme northweHtern portion of the I)<«nini.»n. Owing to the nhort-
neon of the season in that part, and the ditHculty and length of time
required to get in and out of the region, .in early ^tart froiu Ottawrt
wa» very necessary. In acconlunce, therpforn, with fr-.tructionn receivetl
from Dr. Bell, I left utuwa about the middle of .March for Winnipeg.
Here some supplies were purchaned and Nhipped by the Hudson • Bay
Company to meet me at Fort McPherson in August, and later I

proceeded to Dawson, where 1 arrive<l on the I . , of April.

At Dawson the interval Instween the closing ol winter travel and the
opening of navigation on the streams was consumetl in the testing and
correction of instrumenUi, aac' in visiting and examining the placer
mines of the Klondike creeks ; and during this period we were much
indebted to Mr. J. B. Tyrrell for his kindness and hospitality in allow-
ing us the use of his house. To Major Z. T. Woo<l also, Commandant of
the North-west 5Iounte<l Police in the Yukon, are my thanks due for his
kindly assistance in the selection of canoemen and the loan of a canoe.
On .May 22, the pnity. consisting of six men and tliret- canoos,

left D.vwson by the .ss. r,u»j^ri„r tot Frazer fails on the .Stewart
rivfr. Four liays were consumed in reaching this point. .Xnoiher
deky. ncca^oned l.y nn early rise of water in the Stewnrt ri\er, pre-
vc'u.l usfrom UKvini; until Juno 5. When w- l..wi„.,ur journey
at this date, it was only with the greatest dirticulty and som.. dnn-er
that any progress could be made. With the water fifteen or twenty
feet higher than its normal stage the velocity of the current .: -—nfly
increased, quantities of driftwood are »)eing carried down stn-wi,. and
in many places the banks are conipletlely submerged. Under th* se
conditions we were eight days in getting as far as Lmsing river, a
distance of eighty miles.

Above this river the water w.i.s at a much Ijetter stage and the travel-
ling was ?asier, until we came within twenty-five miles of the mouth of
Braine creek. In this portion of the Beaver river, a northern tributary
of the Stewart, the stream is split up into several channels and is filled
with gravel bars, while the grade is greatly increased, so that con.sider-
able difhculties were again encfmntered in making progress. At the


