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sprinkling of weU-dressed men and won -nalready dming decorously there. Every"

H^5i
"^ v ^^?°^«^, about the Great Empire

f^^!^ i^? f^''''^^ ^*^ ^^^ spared inthe effort to keep the place quiet a£id select

morp^fP'*' "^f^ ^^^"^ ^^^^^ the waitersmore than usua^^^y soft-footed. On the whole,

JLT *,.^^*H P^*^^' tho"gh> perhaps
the decorative scheme of its lighting erred

's"tfll flo*"^" ^P/'^"
'^^' °* the lombre

btiU, flowers and ferns were soft and feathery.
Ihe band pls.yed just loudly enough to
stimiJate com^ersation instead of droining
It. At one of the little tables near thf

th^\u^ ""^^ "^^'^ .^^^S- The one had
Ihl A^^ ''^^ '"'S^"'' which bespeaks
the dweller m towns. He was n^tly

fhTn'^nH* "^'^t ^T^ ^K ^^^^ht suspicion ofthe dandy m his dress, though it wai obvious
at the merest glance that he was a gentle-man. His short, sleek hair gave to hishead a certain suggestion of strength. Theeyes which gleamed behind his gold-rimmed
glasses were keen and steady. ^ Most^li
about town were acquainted with the name
of Jim Gurdon as a generation before had
.M .•^'"3",^"'*^^ w^th his prowess in the

athletic field. Now he was by way of being

%n^Z'1^'' *.^°^^^ ^"^ ample private mean!
rendered professional work quite unnecessary

limW °!k^'' ^' "^^ *^"^^^ ""'^e loose-
limbed, though his spare frame suggested
great physical strength. As to the r^t
he was dark in a hawk-like way, though


