
PATROLS

high seat and are looking round the world for

some one to resign it to. Nor is it any lie that,

had we used the Navy's bare fist instead of its

gloved hand from* the beginning, we could in all

likelihood have shortened the war. Tliat being so,

we elected to dab and peck at and half^strangle the

enemy, to let him go and choke him again. It is

no I'e that we continue on our inexplicable path

animated^ we will try to believe till other proof is

given, by a cloudy idea of alleviating or mitigating

something for somebody—not ourselves. [Here,

of course, is where our racial snobbery comes in,

which makes the German gibber. I cannot under*

stand why he has not accused us to our Allies

of having secret commercial understandings with

him.] For that reason, wc shall finish the

German eagle as the merciful lady killed the

chicken. It took her the whole afternoon, and

then, you will remember, the carcase had to be

thrown away.

Meantime, there is a large and unlovely water,

inhabited by plain men in severe boats, who
endure cold, exposure, wet, and monotony almost

as heavy as their responsibilities. Charge them

with heroism— but that needs heroism, indeed I

Accuse them of patriotism, they become ribald.

Examine into the records of tl . miraculous work
they have done and are doing. They will assist

you, but with perfect sincerity they will make as
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