willing o pay by giviag in the Dritish market a
prefersnce for Canadian g00ds. + « «

*ind so, I propose that we of the British
Eapire, in our joint and several interests, do
subseribe to the prineipls of Bmpire free trade,
and that we take, without delay, the steps necessary
t0 put it into effective operation.

"First we must approve or reject the principle.
I put ihe question defimnitely to you, and definitely
it should be answered. There ic here no room for
compromise, and there is no possibility of esvoiding
the issue., This is & time for plain speaking, and
I speak plainly when I say the day is now at hand
when the peoples of the Fmpire must decide, oncezgﬁt'
all, whether our welfare li in eloser economie
union, thuseseeured, or whether it does not. Delay
is hezardous; farther discussion of the prineiple is
surely unnecessary. The time for zection has come,

"Projeets other than the one I propose have been
placed before you. They have beean carefully canvessed
by our delegation, and, while we would aveid emything

which might savour of premasture condemmation, we are
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