HalloweenBlues

Championship hopes end
for soccer Yeomen

by Riccardo Saia

movie mogul Cecil B.
DeMille were to come
back and film a soccer

epic, he would go to the Ontario
eastern division semi-final match
between the soccer Yeomen and
the UofT Blues.

The Halloween meeting at Var-
sity stadium was an emotionally
charged affair that saw the Yeo-
men go down 2-1 in a penalty
kick-off.

The Yeomen, coming off a fruit-
ful regular season, were gunning
for this game against the defend-
ing national champion Blues.

York coach Eric Willis predicted
a very close match. His team had
met UofT twice during the regular
season, and both times had lost by
the margin of a lone goal. Willis
summed up his forecast by say-
ing, “Anything goes.”

The first minutes of the game
showed an aggressive tempo that
was to dominate the match. Turn-
overs abounded as players on
both sides reacted quickly.

On defence, players like Yeo-
man Mark Basciano, with their
lightning-quick reactions, man-
aged to limit the offensive forays
of the Blues. On the other side of
the field, York attackers Domenic
Giorgi, Mike Mazza and Dario
Gasparotto, among others, used
their speed to force UofT to work
defensively.

At the end of the first half the
game stood in a scoreless tie.

Each side was waiting for the
other to make a mistake, but
instead of the cautious play that
could have resulted, the teams
went out and aggressively

searched for opportunities.

The second half started with a
UofT offensive foray, a shot on net
against York that was an easy
assignment for Yeoman goalie
Jeff Buchanan.

York then advanced the ball to
the UofT zone. A shot by Yeoman
Mike Mcghee danced on the fin-
gertips of UofT goalie Dave Collie
before being brought down. Collie
lost the ball for a second on the
ground and the Toronto zone was
left vulnerable as players from
both sides scrambled for the ball.
It looked as if York could score,
but the UofT defenders managed
to kick the ball out of their zone.

The ball had changed ends sev-
eral times before a penalty shot
was called against UofT. A York
attacker had fallen in the Blues’
zone, and Yeoman Dario Gaspa-
rotto was called in for the penalty,
but his shot went wide of the UofT
goal.

Regulation time ended soon
after a scoreless tie. Now the
drama shifted into high gear as
play went into overtime. Even
though the teams had been on the
field for close to two hours of
intense action, the players return-
ing to the pitch had none of that
I'm-tired-let's-finish-it-and-get-it-
over-with appearance. Both sides
were out on the field ready to play,
and to do whatever it took to win.

At their end of the field, coach
Willis, assistant coach Norman
Crandles and the rest of the squad
turned towards the UofT zone,
and a mill of players from both
sides were in front of the net.

Yeoman Nick Proskos received
the ball from teammate Dino
Lopez, and slid it under the UofT

goalie to score the first goal.

The York benches and fans
erupted with that goal and it took a
few seconds for them to get down
for their euphoric heights. The
important first goal had been
scored and the onus was now on
UofT to pull itself together.

Unfortunately, that's what UofT
did. In a situation identical to the
one that had produced the York
goal, Pat Cubellis of the Blues
took advantage of milling players
in the York zone to slip the ball
through Buchanan'’s hands and tie
the game.

This latest goal increased the
already sizeable tension to a fever-
ish pitch. Crandles, Willis and
Yeomen crowded the sidelines
while Pignatiello and others took
to standing on the benches for a
bird’s eye view of the action.

Overtime went through the
second period and it remained a
one goal tie. The next step was for
the penalty kickoffs. The stadium
was as taut as a violin string, fol-
lowing the penalty kick for every
inch of its journey from the kicker
to the net. Yeomen Mike Mazza,
Erwin Banfi and Domenic Giorgi
took penalty kicks for York.

Goalie Jeff Buchanan saved the
second UofT shot, putting York in
the lead for a second, but when
Mazza's second kick was saved by
UofT that erased this advantage.

Domenic Giorgi, the next York
kicker after Mazza, sent the ball
over the net. The York bench lost
its colour for a second.

UofT scored twice more and on
the second goal the kicker was
obscured by a jubilant throng of
blue shirts. In the razor's edge
action of penalty kicks, UofT had

Squeezed out: Bryson Madeley gets in on the action cﬁlﬁnge

André Souroujon

Yeomen's heartbreaking playoffs loss.

edged out York by the smallest of
margins to take the semi-final by a
score of 2-1.

After the game, coach Willis
praised his team and the calibre of
play exhibited. “This was proba-

bly the greatest game | have ever
been involved with asacoach ora
player,” said Willis. Assistant
coach Crandles added, “This is
probably the best team the univer-
sity has had in 11 years."

CASAURIA RESTAURANT
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Restaurant

extends a special invitation
for you to savour our cuisine

® daily specials from $11.95 to $16.95
for a two entrée combination

BRING THIS AD AND
RECEIVE 15 % OFF
WHEN YOU ORDER

FROM THE MENU
(offer expires Dec. 30, 1989)

KEELE

STEELES

We are looking forward to
serving the York community

661-9600

2901 STEELES AVE.
(SE CORNER OR STEELES & KEELE)

WE ALSO OFFER BANQUET FACILITIES

FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CDC

Counselling & Development Centre

WE CAN HELP

Personal Counselling
Groups and Workshops
Learning Skills
Self-Change and Management
Self-Help Centre
University Skills Series

Community Mental Health
Consultation

Room 145
Bshavioural Sciences Building
136-5297

McGill

Faculty of Management

MBA

Information Session

Tuesday, 14 November 1989
11:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m.
Ross Building
Senate Chambers S915

LSAT
GMAT

Prep Courses
® Each course consists of 20 hours
instruction for only $180 or 32
hours for only $245
® Courses are tax deductible
® Complete review of each section of
each test
® Extensive home study materials
® Your course may be repeated at no
additional charge
Classes for the Dec. 2 1989 LSAT
20 hour course Nov. 24, 25, 26/89
32 hour course Nov. 4, 5, 25, 26/89

Classes for the Jan. 27, 1990 GMAT

20 hour course Jan. 19, 20, 21/90

32 hour course Jan. 6, 7, 20, 21/90
For information:

GMAT/LSAT Preparation Courses

(416) 923-PREP (7737)

® serving staff
® bartenders

FOOD AND FUN EMPORIUM

is NOW LOOKING FOR
energetic persons to fill these positions:

® door persons
® front desk clerks

THE YORKDALE INN
3080 Dufferin (at Lawrence)
789-2151
(apply at front desk)

November 9 5




