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leadership, improve the defence 
structure, and to eliminate 
government wastage while at the 
same time introducing numerous 
government programs. And 
originally he promised to do it all in 
his first term! He hasn’t said that 
lately. Wonder why.

If the story of the election cam­
paign could be sung to a tune, it 
would be to Dionne Warwick’s hit, 
‘Promises,Promises’.Yet this is no 
different than any previous election 
campaign. Why should we be fooled 
now? Remember 1964? Probably 
not. Anyway, in the presidential 
election of 1964, Lyndon Johnson 
campaigned on the theme of ‘peace 
for America’. He repeatedly stated 
that no American boy’s blood would 
ever fall in Southeast Asia. That 
was 50,000 deaths ago. It seems that 
during the day he was campaigning 
for peace, but at night was planning 
with Pentagon officials on a 
bombing strategy for North 
Vietnam. The Pentagon Papers, 
disclosed five years ago by Daniel 
Ellsberg, indicate that the United 
States deliberately got involved in 
the war, primarily for economic 
reasons. Barry Goldwater, the 
Republican candidate for president 
in 1964, campaigned for massive 
military intervention in Vietnam, 
and was soundly criticized by 
Johnson for this approach. 
Apparently Goldwater knew that 
Johnson was playing Dr. Jeckyll 
and Mr. Hyde with the American 
people, but for national security 
reasons refused to disclose John­
son’s deception.

And who can forget 1968? Richard 
Nixon vs. Hubert Humphrey. The 
“new” Nixon campaigned on a 
platform of reducing inflation and 
unemployment, opening up the 
government to the people, restoring 
trust in the White House, reducing 
crime in the streeets, getting out of 
Vietnam, balancing the budget, 
reorganizing government . . . 
sound familiar? On the Sunday 
before election day in 1968, Nixon 
appeared on a TV show where he 
promised that every Sunday there 
would be an open line talk show to 
the White House, so the people 
could ask questions and feel in­
volved in the political system. The 
people believed Nixon. He seemed 
sincere. Politicians will do 
anything to get votes. Of course, 
under Tricky Dicky, inflation rose 
about 400 per cent (from 3 to 12 per 
cent), unemployment increased, 
the budget deficit ballooned, 
government grew and became 
more unmanageable, trust in the 
White House (well, I won’t even get 
in to that), and crime flourished — 
although some would contend that 
he brought it off the streets and in to 
the White House.

The people uttering the promises

may change from year to year, but 
the script remains essentially the 
same. The name of the game is 
power, and both men want it. Once 
in office they forget their promises 
like a bad hangover, and continue to 
kick the electorate in the face. Our 
problems seem to proliferate 
whether we have a “liberal” 
president or a “conservative” one. 
The fact remains that no man, once 
in power still stand up for his 
principles. Even those out of power 
will blatently compromise for 
political gain. Remember this past 
summer when ultra conservative 
Ronnie Reagan chose ultra liberal 
Richard Schweiker as his potential 
running mate? Nixon represents 
someone who switched positions as 
quickly as the wind changes 
direction. He promised that he 
would never institute wage and 
price controls. He brought them in. 
He promised never to enter 
Cambodia. He did. He promised to 
balance the budget. He didn’t. The 
list goes on.

So, here are the American people 
faced with a dilemma. Is Jimmy 
Carter just another Richard Nixon? 
Perhaps below that Kennedyesque 
smile lurks a cold, ambitious, 
ruthless man. They have known 
him less than a year, yet on the 
basis of stereotyped, plastic 
rhetoric and forced smiles, they 
may allow him to lead the country, 
and thus the free world. Just watch 
his eyes sometime when he is “off 
guard”. They pierce, shift and dart, 
always looking one step ahead. If 

Carter is complex, then Jerry Ford 
is simple. He is not an intellect, or 
for that matter a leader. Maybe his 
saving grace is that he is too dumb 
to be devious.

Will the voters decide to take a 
chance on the smile, or will they opt 
to stay bored with Ford? I just don’t 
know. Does it really matter? Can 
you blame the electorate if they 
plug their noses, and run off to the 
nearest bar on election day?

We in Canada may shake our 
heads at the lack of leadership 
across the border, but let us not 
become too smug, for does the same 
situation exist here? Think about it.
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Even if you are willing to 
overlook their dubious pasts, which 
candidate are you to believe on the 
issues? Both Carter and Ford have 
flip flopped, evaded and distorted. 
Carter has changed positions so 
many times, you need a score card 
to keep track. Ford isn’t much 
better. Carter promises everything 
except to improve the quality of 
sex. He promises to reduce 
unemployment and inflation, 
revamp the tax structure, balance 
the budget, restore integrity to 
government, to give moral
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