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by Ann Grever

Dale Spender is a feminist who has fun.

She wears only purple. Purple earrings,
purple glasses, purple stockings.

“Women have used purple as symbolic
color to identify solidarity. The Pankhursts
wore purple. The suffragettes wore purple.
There have been different reasons to wear
purple but the color has always been purple.

“I wear it as a protest against men. Clearly
it doesn’t work as my nephew tells me

—
Dale Spender-w:

got interrupted all the time by my male col-
leagues. They kept on saying that what | was

doing was not good. It was a delight in a
sense because | was doing a thesis on (how

men interrupt women and do all the talking
adn) | couldn’;t get a chance to put my case.
So | wrote an article in the Times and it was

published.  named them all and they lived in N 2
fear and dread after that, that | would do it
again.”

“There are ways to do it but you have to

“Women are always the poorest in the poorest coun-
tries. Women are the ones who get fed last, even in

Ethiopia.”
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An Open Letter to All Women on Campus

By this time, women on this campus may
have seen new bathroom graffiti. “Purple
up” stickers began appearing in various loca-
tions on campus last Monday. Your mission,
should you choose to accept it, is to wear
purple on Thursday, October 10. Our intent,
as women, is to support other women and to
show that support for each other symboli-
cally by wearing purple on October 10.

The purple is inspired by Distinguished
Guest Lecturer, Dale Spender, who has been
speaking to audiences on campus for the last
ten days. She is an internationally reowned
feminist author interested in “the ways in
which women’s ideas have been shaped, dis-
torted and sometimes erased as a conse-
quence of their less powerful position in the
social construction of knowledge and
meaning.”

And, her entire wardrobe is purple. She
says that through women’s history, there is
constant reference to purple, in its various

Purple up

»

wdanee 1or women.

During the last century, purple was worn
by a variety of women in Britain and North
America, often for different reasons, but
always in association with women’s strength.
Virginia Woolf makes reference to women
wearing purple in her work and Mrs. Pank-
hurst, a leading suffragette, wore purple.

Often women who wore purple were
considered “uppity women,” and uppity
being a woman being a woman presumptu-
ous enough to say that she didn’t like being
abused, or patronized, or in any other way

treated as less than an equal. Since “uppity”-

has unpleasant connotatons, the word was
used to discourage women from speaking
out about unequal and unfair treatment. Itis
important, then, that we take back the word
and make it positive.

“Purple up” on October 10 for women
helping women, supporting women —
become an “uppity woman” — and together
we can make the world a better place for all
who dwell here.

@hades, as a color full of symbolic signifi-
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they’re still around.

“I wear it partly because there is so little
symbolism in women’s lives. and partly
because I’'m eccentric and partly because it’s
a damned sight easier — everything goes
with everything else.”

The color suits her. Spender has serious
reasons for wearing purple and she wears
purple without exception — she even writes
in purple ink — but she enjoys being notice-
able and bright.

She enjoys the women’s movement in the
same way.

Spender is the author of books with such
angry titles as Women of Ideas and What
Men Have Done to Them. But for those
women who want to enjoy fighting for their
rights, she is a joy to listen to and to talk to.

She laughs a lot.

“Men are unused to being criticised.
Women are used to being harassed, dis-
missed. Men are absolutely used to
being acknowledged as superior beings. |
stand there and say, | think you're silly. They
can’t take that. Margaret Atwood wrote a
short story and she said men are frightened
of being laughed at and women are fright-
ened of being killed. | think that sums it up.

Spender will not give an inch.

“I would never ask a man to please do
anything because the answer would be no.
You put the fear of God into them and then
they’ll do it. . . | can’t be dismissed. | wrote
articles in the newspaper about how silly
they are. 1 don’t do that out of malice or
spite. | do that when I've got some decent
evidence.

“When | was the University of London 1

have a power base to do it from. I’'m expos-
ing some of the silly things that are opposed
to scholarship and are biased against women.

“There are no reasons to trust men. They
have the power. | have to be very careful
calling men silly. I would never do that with-
out a couple of women whom | knew with
me. I've been physically threatened in lec-
ture theatres on campuses.

“Even the other night | had one man push-
ing my shoulder and if | had not had a couple
of women nearby that | know very well now
and could have called to assistance, I'd have
been quite nervous.”

In spite of the growing feeling of conserva-
tism, and declining activism on the part of
women, Spender does not feel women have
yet a fair deal.

“If men earn 99 per cent of the world’s
resources ana women earn one per cent, |
don’t think that is terribly fair. I'm not

“Every 50 years there is an exlosio
ing... Every 50 years women msinv.
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greedy, but I want more. | want women not
to be so poor. You and | are very atypical.
Most of the world’s women live in poverty
without hardly enough food to eat and are
trying to feed children. Women are always
the poorestin the poorest countries. Womei:

are the ones who get fed last, even in
Ethiopia.
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
6 NIGHTS A WEEK

NIGHT
« TUESDAY IS

GIANT 20 FT. SCREEN WITH MUSIC VIDEOS & MTV
COME JOIN THE FUN:

+ MONDAY IS BARGAIN

TACKY TUESDAY
DOORS OPEN 7:00

« THURSDAY IS BEACH
NIGHT
* PRIZES -« PRIZES -
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FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD

Renforo inn on whyte
10620-82 Avenue

Ph. 433-94 11

Closed October 13 & 14

Telephone Directory '85
CHANGES & DELETIONS

If you wish your name and address changed or
deleted from the Students’ Union Telephone
Directory, please contact the SU Receptionist,
Rm 259 SUB, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm.
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Thursday, October 3, 1985



