
apseof time which has interviened lias strengtbened tenfold every one of the reasons
which induced it to be made. A t the date of that Despatch responsible -government had
hardly been established in the North American Colonies, now those Colonies have had
40 year's experience of. self-goverinment and havý a United .Parliament, under a most
liberal constitution-a Parhiament posessing gret powers and responsibilities, among
which iis, expressly ment.ioned the subject of copyright.

The experience which bas been gained ofColoniallegislationhas, I hope, notlessened
the confidence of Her Majesty's Government in tlie idispositionhiofr that-Parlianient to
deal. justly with the interests which have-been entrusted to its care, and to carry out the

iews of Her Majesty's Goverment in matters of Imperial sp c as far. as possible.
,Again, the inconveniences which were pressed on the consideration of lier Majesty's

Government forty-seven years ago by the ,Colonial Legislatures have' increased, not-
pithstanding the partial measure of relief which was accoired three' years after Earl
.rey's Despatch, and vhich permitted the importa'ôin of IForeign, reprints of British
copyright works. The price of British upiblicatiî si-ill exceeds six or sevenfold that
for which reprints are purcbased in Anerica. The system of circulating libraries and
periodical sales, which gies to the Bitish reader the beéfit ofBi-itish literature, has
fuhnd no place in the Colonies, while' in Canada the means of ieprinting British publica-
tions is now, though it was not then, entirely adequate to the wants of the reading
püblic, if it be permitted to carry on operations, with a reasdriable regard for the
interests of British copyright holders.

In part fulfihnent of the promise of Her Majesty's Government, made known through
'Eari Grey in the despatch above quoted, the' Im perial statute*o f 1847 was passed,
authorising Her Majesty, by Order in Council to suspend that portion of the Act of
1842 which prohibited the importation of foreign reprints of British copyright works, as
to any Colony in which the proper Legislative authority should be disposed to inake
due provision for securing and protecting the rights of British authors in such
possession.

In the years 1848-50 Her Majesty mu Council made Orders in Council suspending the
prohibition contained in the Act of 1842 against the importation of such foreign reprints,
the Legislatures of the North American Colonies having, in the meantime, provided for
the collection of an impost on such foreign reprints in. favour of the author or copyrighl
holder. This partial mneasure, although not a fulfilment of the promise of Earl Grey,
met the principal grievance felt at that time 'in the North Amierican Colonies, namely,
the. grievance of being deprived of British literature, which could practically only be
supplied to the Colones y Anierican reprints, the publishing business of the Colonies
being then in its infancy.

For a time, the complaints of the Colonies against the Act of 1842 ceased, in conse-
quence of this reinedial measure, but for the last twenty years and upwards, the opera-
tion of the Act of 1842 even with the remedial provisions of 1847, has been seriously
felt and has forned the subject of almost constant, complaint. In the quarter of a
century which followed the Act of 1842 new, conditions of trade and commerce
developed. The people of the North Ainerican provinces had not only become used to
self-government, by the liberal policy of lier Majesty's Government in giving thein free
legislative constitutions, but they bad become more independent of American industries.
'Vhe necessity for encouraging native industries, instead of relying on those of' the United
States, bad also become very apparent.

'The following are instancesot the serious inconvenience experienced by the operation
of the Imperial copyright laws in North America.

The reading publie of what is now the Dominion of Canada bas been principally
supplied with British literature by American reprints. The high price of British editions
has made this unavoidable. Il spite. of the pointed and repeated warnings to British
publishers, given by the Colonial Office for 40 years, very little has been done to change
this state of things by providing eheap editions of British vorks. Even to this day, the
English editions cost from four to tenfoid the price of American reprints.- The result
is tiat the business of publishing British literture for the Canadian reading public is
donealmost exclusively in the United States. The Amrican publisher, unrestrained by
any international copyright law or treaty, is ùee to reprint any British work and to
supply it, not only to the reading public of the United States, but to the reading public
of Canada, while the Canadian publisher is not free to reprint any such work on any
terms, unless he can obtain the permission of the holder of the cbpyright iii nGreat
Britain. In sone noted instances, this has actually led to the transfer of printing
estiablishments from Canada to the United Statés. w


