
dian society and in the economy while retain-
ing, strengthening and developing an Indian
identity which preserves the good things
of the past and helps Indian people to
prosper and thrive.

This choice offers great hope for the
Indian people. It offers great opportunity
for Canadians to demonstrate that in our
open society there is room for the develop-
ment of people who preserve their different
cultures and take pride in their diversity.

This new opportunity to enrich Canadian
life is central to the Government's new
policy. If the policy is to be successful, the
Indian people must be in a position to
play a full role in Canada's diversified
society, a role which stresses the value of
their experience and the possibilities of the
future.

The Indian contribution to North Amer-
ican society is often overlooked, even by
the Indian people themselves. Their history
and tradition can be a rich source of pride,
but are not sufficiently known and recog-
nized. Too often, the art forms which ex-
press the past are preserved, but are
inaccessible to most Indian people. This
richness can be shared by aIl Canadians.
Indian people must be helped to become
aware of their history and heritage in ail
its forms, and this heritage must be brought
before ail Canadians in ail its rich diversity.

Indian culture also lives through Indian
speech and thought. The Indian languages
are unique and valuable assets. Recognizing
their value is not a matter of preserving
ancient ways as fossils, but of ensuring
the continuity of a people by encouraging
and assisting them to work at the continu-
ing development of their inheritance in
the context of the present-day world.
Culture lives and develops in the daily life
of people, in their communities and in
their other associations, and the Indian
culture can be preserved, perpetuated and
developed only by the Indian people
themselves.

The Indian people have often been made
to feel that their culture and history are not
worthwhile. To lose a sense of worthiness
is damaging. Success in life, in adapting to

change, and in developing appropriate rela-
tions within the community as well as in
relation to a wider world, requires a strong
sense of personal worth-a real sense of
identity.

Rich in folklore, in art forms and in
concepts of community life, the Indian
cultural heritage can grow and expand
further to enrich the general society. Such a
development is essential if the Indian people
are again to establish a meaningful sense
of identity and purpose and if Canada is
to realize its maximum potential.

The Government recognizes that people
of Indian ancestry must be helped in new
ways in this task. It proposes, through the
Secretary of State, to support associations
and groups in developing a greater apprecia-
tion of their cultural heritage. It wants to
foster adequate communication among ail
people of Indian descent and between
them and the Canadian community as a
whole.

Steps will be taken to enlist the support
of Canadians generally. The provincial gov-
ernments will be approached to support this
goal through their many agencies operating
in the field. Provincial educational authori-
ties will be urged to intensify their review
of school curriculae and course content with
a view to ensuring that they adequately
reflect Indian culture and Indian contribu-
tions to Canadian development.

3 Programs and Services
Services must cone through the same chan-
nels and fron the same government agencies
for ail Canadians.

This is an undeniable part of equality.
It has been shown many times that separ-
ation of people follows from separate serv-
ices. There can be no argument about the
principle of common services. It is right.

It cannot be accepted now that Indians
should be constitutionally excluded from
the right to be treated within their province
as full and equal citizens, with aIl the re-
sponsibilities and ail the privileges that this
might entail. It is in the provincial sphere
where social remedies are structured and
applied, and the Indian people, by and large,

have been non-participating members of
provincial society.

Canadians receive a wide range of
services through provincial and local gov-
ernments. but the Indian people and their
communities are mostly outside that frame-
work. It is no longer acceptable that the
Indian people should be outside and apart.
The Government believes that services
should be available on an equitable basis,
except for temporary differentiation based
on need. Services ought not to flow from
separate agencies established to serve par-
ticular groups, especially not to groups
that are identified ethnically.

Separate but equal services do not provide
truly equal treatment. Treatment has not
been equal in the case of Indians and their
communities. Many services require a wide
range of facilities which cannot be dupli-
cated by separate agencies. Others must be
integral to the complex systems of com-
munity and regional life and cannot be
matched on a small scale.

The Government is therefore convinced
that the traditional method of providing
separate services to Indians must be ended.
Al Indians should have access to ail pro-
grams and services of al levels of govern-
ment equally with other Canadians.

The Government proposes to negotiate
with the provinces and conclude agreements
under which Indian people would participate
in and be served by the full programs of
the provincial and local systems. Equi-
table financial arrangements would be sought
to ensure that services could be provided
in full measure commensurate with the
needs. The negotiations must seek agree-
ments to end discrimination while ensuring
that no harm is inadvertently done to
Indian interests. The Government further
proposes that federal disbursements for
Indian programs in each province be trans-
ferred to that province. Subject to nego-
tiations with the provinces, such provisions
would as a matter of principle eventually
decline, the provinces ultimately assuming
the same responsibility for services to


