
INTRODUCTION 7

To Mn@. Grover, of Toronto, who bas allowed selections ta lie made
from ber "RecolIections,"* my warmest thanks are given.

The firat edition of -Laura Ingrersoil Secord and Canadian Remnis-
c.encea" bas revlved the memery of an hernie woman, bringlng to lgbt
lettern and documents wbich otherwlse miglit have passed loto obllvion,
and recalllng the memory of others living in those troubled times. No
doubt the day will corne when the fragments will bie brouglit together,
and their place assigned theni by the writers of Canadian blstory. Sir
George Ross deserves the gratitude of Canadian women for placlng ln
the Parliament Buildings of Ontario the portrait of LaRur Ingensoli
Secord. and procuring the grant froin the Dominion Government which
made the Memorial on Queenston Helgbts possible.

Descendants and frienda have aided te the recollections gathered
around ber name. The Jettera and documenta are copies of the originals.
It la hoped this second publication wiil bring additlonal romembrs.nces.
Wltb great dlfficulty the. facs of Mns. Secord *. life bave been collected.
By msat Canadians the. Ingersoll family were classed witb the U. E.
Loyallsas. Thiat distinction they neyer clalmed.

This la not a connected atory. It la tbe gathered fragments of a well-
spent lite ever rislng to the duty wblcb occasion demanded. The frag-
ments of Laura IÀigenoll Secord's lite, ber own lettern. thos. of ber
relatives aud frlends, tbe recollections of ber grand-elildren, many
yeanc f whses life vere spent under tb. roof of their grand-parents, the
followlig fuels have been gathered and are now presented to the public.

Mns. Secord possessed courage whieh arose above danger and defeat,
glfted wlth mental and physical reoucos, and love for ber basd and
children, and thougbt no ttil toc great that would minister te their coin-
fort and promote their prosperity. Among familles wbose descendants
are se numerous as the Isigersolls and Serords possibly more snay 1>. dis
covered, wtb relies bearing the impres. visen they were made and
i.sed. The diffeulties under whlch thse early settlens existed, the

estrngemnt f familles caused by the Revolution of 1776, thse dis-
tances thait separated lb..>, th. lack of materials for correspondence,
the blgh rate cf postage, &U bail their influence. Tise ast ami gr-eatest
was the poverty brougbt upon ail by thse War of 181î. Thse letton cof
tbat perloil are pitiflil. That tIser. are se few la noc surprise. Many
sent by private bands neyer reacheil tIseir destination, and if receiveil
wer. passed frein family to famlly and finally lost. Tise way in wbfrh
these letters reaebed mse may prove usefisi te brlng others. Durlng the
Pun-Aeroeis Eposition ln Buffalo> pamphlets ami information cf var-
ious kinds wore sent by tIhe Dominion and Provincial Goverumnents along
wils Canadian exblbits. Among otber publications was -Wouseu of


