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It is truc that'the waste of a little oil is immaterial cam-
pared with a hot box, but asidec f rom the Waste, ail has miany
disagreeable features when unconfined; a barrel of i t, poured'
on a box in whicbh the oul hole is full of dirt, will do very little
good, while a drap, put in a clean hiole, will be all that is re-
quired.

In an ordinarily constructed, bearing, a fewý draps of ail

is ail that cap passibly bc effectively utilized at any one time,
and if more'is applied it must either run through, only par-
tially used, or else rua off unused. It is as essential ta the
well-being of a bearing that the used ail shall have a chance

ta get away as it is that the new ail should be applied, and
therein lies a serions weakness in Most "self-oiling" devices.

Probably the, ideal ailer for bearingsý is the chain, or ring,

oiler, provided the reservair is deep enough ta allaw ample
Space for the sedimentbelow the chain orring, and provicled
that it is attended ta and the sediment drained off each time
it is filled.

It is also essential that any ailing device should bc accessi-
be, se that ane may be able ta sec, at any time, just how it is
working; for reasons entirely beyond the ken af any op-
erator, two boxes working under what appear ta be exactly
the same conditions, may act very difierently in the matter of
ail consumptian.

The writer has twa bearings in mind, ane of which, ac-
cording ta ail rules and theories, ought ta require a great deal
of ail and attention, but which bas never asked for ail yet,
and ta ail app4 arances would mun indefinitely without it, while
the other, which, according ta theory and ordinary practice
ought ta run with very little ail, requires constant attention
and neyer runs gtsfactorily.

Whatever the oiing device, it is essential that any bear-
ing sbould bie kept under constant, snrveillance, and no device
can be made which will take tht place of or eliminate tht
need of care. One proprietor, wha thought it better ta waste
a littie ail than ta have a hot box, used, every time lie entered
the shap, ta take a gallon can of ail and dope ever-y box with-
in bis reach, with the result that the boxes generaily ran cool,
thongh the "aoil bath" dida't always have exactly the samne
effect on the employea. The loose pulys, however, were
rnostly' beyond the '1 ald man's" can, and were all out of comn-
mission.

A loase pullev. for all its malodarans reputatian, gener-

likely to look to his l.)ose pulleys thereafter-or take up some
Uine of business flot requiriag the full complement of fingers.

Any device calculated ta keep a bearing lubricated for a
great length of timýe is apt to lead to neglect, and so induce
the very trouble it is intended to avoîd. The most important
factor ln any oiling levice is accessibility.

BELT LACES.

Hardly a month goes by but you see'some man making
fun of the "shoestring"' method of "bootleg,,' or some otliei

formn of simple lacing. Just what 'forms ot lace they mear
by shoestring and bootleg lace is flot as clear to me as I

would have it, but if they refer to thesimple forma of lacing

I want ta say that while I do not use them myseif as a rule
stili there are certain points in favor of these methods of lac
ing that'should flot be overlooked..

Some time in the earlier days of beltîing, when they had
lot of belting tests at some institution, there was also includec
i ncidentally a series of tests on lacing and varions other form:
of belt joints which brought out some peculiar facts. One o
these was that a simple forrm of lacing-that is, a farm tha
would leave the lace string free ta slip through the hales ii
the belt and adjust itself sa that the strain would come eveni,
ail over the joint-made the highest record in pulling tests
The explanation for this is found' in the fact that in th

varions complicated and lockz-stitch laces the lacing would na
pull through and adjust itself ta get the strain even ail acrôss
and as a consequence some of the strands would break earlie

than with the simple form of lacin. Some o f your aide
readers can probably recall somne of these tests and their r(
cords, and, if they car, yan will find same interesting dat
on the relative strength of beit lacings, and alsa find that tes

records are practically in f avor of the simple forms of lacinp,

Theoretically, therefore, and considering the one point c

strength, the simple Iacing is best for the beit, Just as th~
simple life for man looks best fromn a theoretical standpoin-
but when yau corne to put belts into service anii apply th

tests cf practice, the result is materially altered. Let us s,
for example, that we have two laces in aperation, ane of tl
simple form that show~s up best under a pulling test and ai
other wLth interwoven or locked stitches. By and by thei

will corne a time when the strands of these laces will weý
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