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"E ow heautiful upon the mountains are the foot of thom that preacli the
Gospel of peace. " " Blessed [happy] are the poor in spirit," is the lir8t
"'ord of our Saviour's iongost discourse, and it is the word that is found
oftenost thore. Wo are thon to be heralds, and taikers, and reasoners,
and publishers of goo&l things.

Constantly connectod with these torms, which are ail translatod Ilpreaci,"
are othor threc. Onie mens te " testify, or bear witness"-frorn Scrip-
turc, and espocially from our own oxpçrience ; another means " to teadi;,
and a third " to exhort, or entreat." Thus, at Ponteost, Peter testfled
and exhertod, saying, " Save yourseivos froin this untoward generation.",
Thus Christ sont Ris disciples te teacli ail] nations :thus the aposties coasea
neot te teach and preacli Jesus Christ ; thec word suggeating.that tho trtîths
which. we announce we are aise te explain and apply. Thub aiso, wherever
Paul ivent, hoe exhorted and entreated ; lis own 8ummary of 1118 ministry

s"As ive go, we beseecli mon in Christ's stead. Be ye rcconciled unto
God. "

lc, thon, we have in brief the inspired description of our calling.
We are to proclaien tho truth with the authority of ambassadors and in
God's name ; we are te announce it in quiet talk ; we are te onforce it by
argument, by oxplanatiens, by appeals te wvhat we have ourselves feit, by
carnoat entroaty. There is a preaching that novor speaks with authority,
but questions and doubts on ail things. Tiiere is a preaclaing that never
reasons, but is always dogmatie or omotional. Therc is a proaching tdat
never ", taiks," but is over stilted and form-aI. Thoro is a proaching that
is cold discussion, or haro annouincement, and nover entroats. Aposto]kc
proaching was a combination of ail thoso processes, saturated with prayers
and tears.

Theso statemonts of the verk of Christian evangelists are, 1 hopp,
familiar to ail our readors. It is part of their glory that tlsey contain noth.
ing now ; and yet thoy rebuko theories and practicos whicli are found, on ali
sides. Thoy tell us thiat it is the Gospel wvo are te, preacli-not science, or
art, or ethical dutios ; net what we think on public questions, or even on
subordinate peints of tloigy, but what we know of essential truth. This
Gospel we are te preacli-not te discover, or te manufacture, or te excogitate
from our own consciousnoss. We are te proacli the Gospel-net beconse
pastors of tho churches which our preaching may form ; net exhilit a
gorgeous ritual, or repeat a solemn litany. XVe are simpiy te preacil it as
mcn wvlo focri its poer, are convinced of its truth, and know that thq
have a Divine authority for ail thoy are saying. To this work we are to
restriet ouirselvocs whon carrying out our Lord's commission. This is the
command that is ombalaued in the tenderoat feelings of truc disciples; the
eue legacy which, besides luis peace and the promise of lis presonce, 11e
bequeathed te luis Church, until le comne again.

2. But tho second part of niy thenie may croate difficulty. The wonii
of tho toxt net oniy tell us what our work %s, but whist its limits are-


