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) THE CRITIC.

way be adantted.  Halifax is in a groove, its manufacturers and business
men stick closcly to the old ruts, and appear to make little effort to make
this city take the position which nature evidently jntended her to occupy.
They seem to rely upun our natural advantages, and upon the good time
coiing, tather than seize upun the opportunities at present within reach.

In the same way our professional men appear well satisfied with the
respectable positions they have soverally won; and aside from the daily
round of thets duties, they take litde interest in cither imptoving or advan-
cing themselves,

In social and Ieracy ciicies tere s a supreme air of Guiet, occasionally
one more ambitinus than his fellows breaks the monotony of the dull flat-
ness which reigns, but the effort is spasmodic, and ends in his retiring
within his domestic circle, or seeking the companionship of the authors
whose books line bis shelves.

Is it vur isolawed position, out climate, orour surroundings, that make us
such dead and alive beings; we lack vim, go, push, enterprise, individuelly
and collectively, and hence our progress 18 snail-like. ‘There is, however,
oue subject in which our people are keenly interested, and one class of men
who fully appreciate the advantages of keeping un with the times : we refer
to politics and politicians.

Everybody is more or less of a partizan, and does what he or she canto
push on the interests of the favored party, and the politicians are wide
awake, ready to scize upon any opportuaity which will give themselves and
their party an advantage over their opponents.

‘The very existence of this political activity proves that our isolated posi-
tion, our climate, and our surroundings, do not prevent our citizens taking
a live interest in the subject.

If we could infuse a little of this political life into our commerce, our
business, our professions, our literary and social circles, what a city would
this Halifax of ours become. Men who for party or any other purpose
would then cry down Halifax, or Delittle the resources of our Province,
woulkl be hooted out of the city as unworthy defaraers and detractors.

Ialifax has now, unfortunately, too mauy of this class; and it is the
dead weight of these croakers which is dragging her down to a third rate
position amung the commercial ports of the continent. Let us shake off
our lcthargy, and go to work with our coats off, if we wish to make Halifax
the great entrepot of the trade of the Dominion.

-
AN IRISH CRISIS AVOIDED.

According to the Irish National and arti-National journals, the month
of November has passed by with but few agrarian disturbances, the land-
lords having, in the majority of instances, appreciated the inability of the
farmers to pay in their customary November rents. Liberal reductions of
from 15 to 40 per cent uf the rent charge have been made on all sides, and
the tenants have been prompt in their pay:uents.  This state of affairs must
be satisfactory to both landlord and tenant; but there is still among the
Jandlord class many Shylocks who demand their pound of fiesh without a
drachm’s reduction, and who insist that the la.w, which has been framed in
their interest, should be carried out to the very letter. At first blush, it
does secm but just and fair, that a tenant farmer should discharge his obli-
gations to ihe full by paying his landlord the rent agreed upon ; but upon
reflecticn, most persons will come to the conclusion that the landlord and
the tenant are co-partners, the one supplying the capital in the form of Jand,
buildings, etc., and the other the labor which is required to make the earth
yicld its fruits.  “The landlord's share of the year'’s produce is taken in rent,
but it is evident that, if he demand during a bad season the same rental
that he would receive in ordinary good years, the losses would fall exclu-
sively upon the tenant, who, in nine cases out of ten, would be least able
to bear them  In olden times, the landlord always rece.ved a ceriain pro-
portion of the grain, roots, or other produce harvested ; thus,:n a good
year, his rental would be relatively high, and in a bad year correspondingly
low. Fixed rents are comparatively a modern institution, and it has been
found in practice, that for agricultural holdings they are always the cause of
more or less friction between Jandlords and tenants.  But the Irish farmers
are in a peculiar position with_respect to rents, these being, owing to the
density of he population, relatively far higher than they are in England. A
farm, wh. h in the latter country would rent for £80 per annum, would in
Ireland be held at from £110 to £120, and the tenant would have to deduct
the diffarence in these rents from his share in the profits of the year's busi-
ness. Exorbitant rentals and a succession of poor crops, have reduced the
majority of Irish farmers to a state apy.~oaching penury, and had their land-
lords insisted upun the full payment of rentals, the list of evictigns during
the month of November, would have been increased by thousands.  Asitis,
a crisis has been avoided, which might have resulted in civil war.
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A STARTLING DISCOVERY.

Modern scientific rescarch has rendered int-lligible even to the mind of
childhood many phenomena which to carly mankind were unfathomable
mysteries.  The forces of nature were regarded as supernatural beings, sr -
rounded by a halo of myth and legend and propitiated Ly worship and
saciifice. It requires a vivid imagination to picture the feelings of child-
hke wonder, awe, and adoration, the simple, illogical theories, the vague,
wild speculations which sun and moon, earth and sea and wind, produced
in the mind of the savage hunter of the stone or iron age. And there is
somcthing touching as well as poetical about

“ The poor Indian whose untutored mind
Sees God in clouds and hears, Hitt in the wind,”

He is a struggling, acting, silent poet, an idolator it may be, but never an
atheist.  Civihzed man is much iess disposed to sce God in the wind or in
anything clse. ‘T'o him the tempest is sinnly the natural effect of a fluid
acting in accordance with well-known physical laws.  He calmly attributes
the matchless tint of the rainbow to the dissolution of rays of sunlight in
passing through a lens of water. .

Nor, indeed, need we regret that so much of the wonderfut and poetical
thus perishes at the hands of science. As a compensation, man's mind is
the more logical, his men'al vision the more clear and far reaching, his fund
of thinking-material the more extensive, while his enjoyment of natural
phenomena is not the less keen for its being mere rational.  So long as the
physicist confines his investigations to outward things, he has work to do.
But Jet him beware of carsying his scales, his test-tube and his blow-pipe
nto the sanctuary of the human mind, Let him not think to analyze into
material elements the intangible thoughis and feelings of man. It is only
a few weeks since a matenalistic busybody announced the discovery that
courage depended upon the measure of blood-propelling power in the
machine usually called the heart. In other words, when we read of a
Havelock, 8 Nelson, a Wallace, or a William Tell, we simply infer that
these men had powerful blood-propellers ! .

The results of this scientific Ciscovery are too great to be at once real-
ized.  For instance, military nations will at once found cstablishmeats for
the development of propelling power in the heart. On the other hand, the
non-combatant population will no longer resent the imputation of cowardice ;
they will simply obtain a doctor's certificate to the eflect that their force-
pumps are reak. And now that a beginning has been made, other qualitics
will doubtless be attributed to other physical causes. No maa need excite
our admiration or incur our envy ; his good qualities are the effect of merely
physical agencies. Nor need anyone be held responsible for misdeeds
which are the resultants of known forces. What a calm, philosophica), self-
satisfied world we shall bz v
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GREAT ARMIES AND THEIR COST.

The social upheavals which are constantly recurring in European coun-
tries arc duc in a large measure to the tremendous weight of taxation
which the people are called upon to bear, and this, too, not for the construc-
tion of great public works, but for the maintenance of colossal armies,
which, on a peace footing, in the Great Powers of Russia, Austro-Hungary,
Germany, France, and Great Britain, aggregate 2,300,000 men. It can
readily be uaderstood that. the maiatenance of such a force is a great drain
upon the surplus wealth of these countries, and that the cost falls princi-
pally upon the shoulders of the industsial and agricultural clasaes. $7350,-
000,000 is the annual cost of keeping up the armies and navies of the five
Powers referred to, a sum which, if turned into productive channels, would
confer incalculable benefits on tho toiling masses.

It seems paradoxical that on the continent of Furope, where civiliza-
tion has reached its highest developmeat, the largest proportional expendi-
ture is required to keep the standing armies in such a statc of efficiency as
to pievent the aggression of these Powers upon each other, but it would
scem that instead of improved civilization having reduced the necessity
for such military armaments, the very reverse is the case, and each year
the evil grows apace. '

The following statistics, culled from the Statesman's Year Book, will
give an idea of the relative fighting strength of the Powers referred to :—

* The nominal strength of the Russian Army is two million three nun-
dred thousand men on a war footing, and nearly eight hundred thousand on
a peace footing. The cffective strength of the French Army under colors is
about five hundred and ten thousand soldiers ; but in time of war, including
all reserves, it amounts to a total of three million seven hundred and fifty
thousand men. In 1884, the German Army, on a peace footing, consisted
of four hundred and thirty thousand privates and nearly twenty thousand
officers ; while on a war footing the total strength amounts to a million and
a halt of privates and thirty-six thousand officers, exclusive of the Land-
sturm. The Austro-Hungarian Empire shows two hundred and seventy
thousand men and seventeen thousand five hundred oificers upon a peace
footing, and can muster one million and fiRy thousand privates and thirty-
rwo thousand officers in time of war.”

Finally, Great Britain's effective force on land and sea is about 248,000
men on & peace fooling, while on a war fooling &t least 600,000 mea could
be called into active service.

Small wonder is it that Russia finds it difficult to meet her financial obli-
gations, sccing that the annual cost of maintaining her army, etc., is
$235,000,000. France comes next with a yearly expenditure of $170,000,-
000, closely followed by Britain with an outlsy of $160,000,000.

The German army is Jarge, but the outlay for maintenance is compara-
tively small, $115,000,000 having been found sufficient. The same remark
i; true of Austro-Hungary, which expends annually for military purposes

70,000,000, )

The United States, which, haply for its people, is far removed from the
jealous rivalries of European Powers, contains a small atmy of 30,000 men,
at an annual cost of about $60,000,000, and hence the couatry is able to
wipe out the public debt at a rate which it would be impossible to keep up,
were it not for the insular position it occupies. If Great Britain occupied
an equally favorable position, the national debt could be obliterated in less
than half a century. How long the European States will be forced to
groan under their excessive weight of armour, cannot be predicted ; but it
may safely be asserted that the dawn of the millennium will lighten the
world's horizon before the maintenance of standing armies comes 10 be
regarded as useless and unprofitable.
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