
1869.] THE ONTMI

DAHLIAS.

T'o the .Editoi of thse ONrZAnlO FARM-E.R.
Sir.)-The Dahlia lias not received in this

country the attention to which. its good- qualities
catitie it, for, taking into consideration the per-
fectîin of iorni in the fiowers, their brilliancy of
colouring, and the profusion of bloom. produced,
it stands unrivalled as a gardon ornaxiient when
well grown. Many persons iwho, have grown
thein withouat trouble in Europe have been -un-

~successful here, and in consequence, liave aban-
Sdoned theni. Careful attention, under a right

mode of culture, is ail that is necessàry, li(ov-
e ver, to produce in this cliniate as fine blooms
rî can be seen anywhere, and as wo have been

sery fortunate with this fiower, perhaps a few
his- frin us wouild not be unacceptable to inany

oi.rour readers.
It is a someivhat singular thing that notwith-

~sindmng the inost careful efforts of Hiybridizers,
no oue lias yet beeil aide tu raise a biue Dahlia
or imupart, a pleasant fragrance to the flower.
Tis latter is particularly a drawback, as it is the
greatest objection advanced ajgainst their cul-

iýDahlias are usuaily divided into twvo classes,
It, SADRon LARGE FLowERi NG, and 2nd,

OMPONE 011 BOUQUWET. having sinallfiowers and
fadwarfliabitof growth. Regardingcolour, the
stcasis 1 again divided into SELFs or those of*

L ue color only, and FANxCY or those liaving@
looms ivhich are variegated, striped, tipped or

bo1sd Soxue again inake a selection of the
' aýist djarf of Poinpone Dahlias, with the small-
- t fiowers and class thoin under the name of

EDDtzG DAHLiAS.

The foilowing is a list of Large Floivering
ahb as for which we were awarded lst prize at
Ie Provincial Exhibition at Hamilton, hast fahi,
âsh a description of the colours appended:IGOLDEN D.-or.-Fine yellow, certain flower.

is~s HENSHw. -Fine whiîto very large fiow-
Ir-first rato.

GEU (Stafford). -Matrooni, tipped iwith. whito
~4extra flle.

lPr-ospEo.-Criniison, tipped withi purpie.
-rixo -ine liac, theo best fiower in its class.

10O FARMER.

QUEEI M.4.n-Red, ti4-pued and edged white-
extra fine.

ORITERION.-Oreainy rose, large flower.
LADY G. HEmiET.-Lighit orange, dceply

edgod 'witlî crui.
Bon ]RIDLE.-Dark scarlet, good fors.
]3I»D bp PÂ&SSA.ci.-Wlsite, delicately edged

with pinli-equal to aiuy Picotee.
MULBERRY.

Muts. HOGG. -Pure rose color, very fine centre.
Our list of the Ist prize dozen Pompone Dali-

lias lias been zaislaid, but the following are six
of tise best:

GoiDvuNcH.-Oranige, tipped with purple.
DR. ScHwÀýiE.-Deep scarlet.
THE Moon.-Dark maroon.
M.&D-vM Oorms.-Rosy Miac, tinged wvith yel-

low.
KLEINER A.NSEL. -Amnrauith. sliaded violet.
LiLIPUTFuitsT1NN. -Ligolit ground, tipped

with crixuson.
Many other fine kinds inight be nanied, lu

fact this class now embraces every variety of
colour to be found in the Large Flowering class.

It should be remembored that cultivators
ouglit not to allosv Dahlias tu blooms during the
hot weather of midsummer, as at this tinue the
blooms wvill be sniall, will last only a fow days,.
and greatly exhaust the plant; but keep the
bloomus carefuhly pincliod off until the approacli
of cooler weather, say the beginning of Septexu-
ber.

The Dahlia will grow in any fresli soil neither
oo ligit; or hon-sy, but which will retain mois-
ture, this being the grand desideratuin, as the
roots require keeping znoist and cool. Procure
hocalthly roots or plants in pots, being cuttings
struck froni old roots. The latter we use exclu-
sively for growving our exhibition llo-iors, as, they
bloomn more freely and produce finor fiowvers than,
roots.

After selecting the positions in whicli the
plants are te be placed; iako holes, 15 to 18
inches in diauneter and same in depth ; thlen :fll
up the hohes with deconuposed cow or hot-bed
inanure, and if the soil is old or exhaustad, the
top spadeful o! any old pasture that lias been
laid up to rot for a tise sliculd also be uased.
Incorporate the soil thrown ont of tlic lioles withithec nianure or compost; when done, thoera is
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