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The document that wvent from our
District Mý-eeting- last suirnier wvas a
full and fair stateiiient of the situa-
tion, as it appeared to us then;
andI nothing lias occurred since that
wvould lead to any, material mnodifica-
tion of our views. Froirn this, as a
basis, I shall proceed to state suc-
cinctly our present condition and
needs, as plainiy and frecely as thougli
I were talking wvithi vou in your office,
and what I write wvill, 1 trust, in sonie
way serve our great and godcause.

As to our present position ; the
God of all peace having given us a
degree of success, for wliici -we are
very tliankful, ive have now tiîree
Churclies organized-one in Tokio,
one in Shidzuoka, and one in Nu-
mnadzu. In connection with oui- %ork
in these places severaîl voung nien
have bcen coîîverted to Goci, sorie
of whoin are caiied, 1 have rea-son
to believe, ta the ininist-y of the
Word amongst their own peopie.
These mien need to be trained in the
studies essential to their wvork, and
their own desire for such training
is earnest and sincere.

Tl' o nicet this necessity, and to
futifil our- duty towards those -%vliorn
the providence and grace of God hias
entrusted to otîr care, we have drawn
up a course of study extending over
a period of four years, suchi as we
think ien wvho becoie ministers of
the Gospel in japan ouglit to pursue.
It ias not exp)ected that for soine
timie we couid hiave buildings, pro-
fessoîs, or otiier requiremients of an,

1w iubut we thought the course
of study ought to 'Ce iark-ec otît,

andi wc took upon ourselves the bur-
den-not relictanitly,, of guiding our
young brethiren ovcr it, according to
our ability.* It is not possible, nor
is it incleed essential just yet, that
this work be dlone îvith the thorough-
ness of an equipped Institute. What
wve have aimied at is econoiny of tirne
and labour, by pursuing a systematic
course. N-%e cannot gîve our young
men ail we could wvisii, but we can
leaci theni over the grounci thiat a
candlidate for the Christia1n ininistry
oug ht to traverse, and this rnay serve
thien as a lounclation for future more
extensive acquirernents. «\We are
striving to miake thein preachers of
the word. Thiey labour iii our pub-
lic services uncler our own super-
vision every Lord's day, andl also on
wveek days, as well as ýatend our
class anîd prayer meetings. They
are, iii the full sense of the word,
lu/fi rs, and 1 arn glad to sav we feel
decidedly the strength which their
assistance lias given us in carrying
on the wvork.

As to the course of study, a copy of
whiichi was forwaî-ded to you, and on
wlîich you favoured us with your
criticismns, 1 ma), say a fewv words.
So far as we can judge, it is, on the
whiole, about thie righit thing for our
purpose in this land. Modifications
wiil be introduced as they appear
necessary in the work of instruction.
XVe have frarned it %vith a, viev to
needs deeply felt arnongst this peo-
pie; that a preacher of the Gospel
should not on.y knoiv the way of
salvation, and be able to guide the
inquirer into the paths of life, but
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