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* Hair on the Upper Lip

Gradually Disappearing
From the British Army

HE British army is strong
for tradition., There is @
regiment, for instance, thai
was once attacked simul

taneously front and rear. It fought
back to back, and ever since has
worn its facings and its numerals
fore and aft. Now when you see that
fegiment you don’t know whether it
is coming or going.

Then there is the tradition about
the salute. One of the first things a
British private soldier is told is that
1t is not the man he salutes, but the
uniform.

But the Great Tradition is the
moustacke. It has come down from
time immemorial.- It started in the
days before safety rasors. It has been
handed down from father to son. It
has been groomed and petted and
pampered and twirled, and it has
been the source of great pride. About
the time of Bonnie Prince Charlie it
became official. The army regulations
recognized it. Ever since then every
officer has had to wear a decoration
on his upper lip. It has become a
sort of frank in the service, much
like the “On His Majesty's Service”
printed in the top left-hand cormer
of the War Office epvelopes.

But the moustache is no more. At
least its official standing has gone. It
is only semi-official now. 'Paragraph
1696 of the King's Regulations, just
amended, makes it optional with an
officer whether he shall shave his
upper lip.

The Compulsory Moustache has
been a source of great contentioh in
the present war. Tommies have shud-
dered at the thought of promotion
because of it. The Red Hats, as the
staff officers are called, debated-it at
mess when the French ordered their
soldiers to be clean shaved because
some one of the French High Com-
mand had figured out that the French
army was carrying, all told, about
five tons on its back, or rather its
face, because of hirsute adornment.

Now, the wording of unamended
paragraph 1696 deserves .mention.
it is particularly adroit. It does not
say that officers in His Majesty’s ser-
vice must grow moustaches. That
would be difficult for some of the
Yyoung subalterns, It reads that offi-
cers in His Majesty’s service must
not shave their upper lips. In that,
there’s all the difference in the world,
as Robinson could have told you.
Robinson, who was only seventeen,
but a Somébody, received a commis-
sion when the General Staff was writ-
ing “want ads” for officers.. "His
ecolonel was a stickler for the regula-
tions, and at least once a week Rob-
inson would blush for shame when
his commanding officer would bel-
low: “I say, Robinson, when are
you going to grow that moustache?”
There are many Robinsons in the
new army,

In the old army moustaches ran
into styles quite their own. There
was the drooping walrus effect, for
example, which gave one a particu-
larly silly-ass appearance. It was
affected by those of the seniors who
had a failing, for monocles. The
moustache matched the monocle and
vice versa. Then there was the
moustache that was drawn out into
a long, thin, straight line at each end.
The length of the ends depended
upon the amount of moustache pom-
ade the officer could afford. In the
Guards the length was great because
the officers of the Guards were rich.
In the Engineers the ends were com-
paratively short because brains were
considered more than money at
Woolwich,

Because pomade is not included in
the emergency ration served out
when an officer goes on active ser-
vice, the twirled ends disappeared in
the trenches. Gradually the mous-
tache took on a Charlie Chaplin
architecture, The Red Hats looked
at it and at once ordered all the
pomade in the world, only to find
out that the pomade was made in
France and that the foreman of the
factory and all the hands were at the
front. Of course, there was nothing
else to do but abolish the moustache
after that, or at least to make it op-
tional, which would amount to pretty
nearly the same thing. It was too
much to inspect regiment after regi-
ment of Charlie Chaplins, especially
as the men began imitating their
officers.

In the army clubs now there is
some talk as to whether the navy also
will come under the safety-razor re-
gulation. In the navy one must be
either clean shaved or “‘fully furn-
isbed,’ 'as the paragraph reads. As
a result most naval officers elect to
wield the razor, let their hairs fall
where they may.—The Post.

~ Joseph Conrad Doing His Bit,
His intimate friends used to de-
clare that it was almost impossible
to persuade Joseph Conrad, who is
regarded by many critics as the

greatest living English author, out
of his seclusion. But the London
correspondent of The Manchester

Guardian hears that he also is, and
has been for some time, "doing his
bit.” He has an official appointment
of some »esponsibility, which he is
discharging with such zest that it is
said he has been making flights in
aeroplanes. That the sea writer, who
preferred to remain in the days of the
elippers, and who when he referred
wccasionally to steamers did so in a
way which showed he could never
think of them as he did of the old
hookers of ‘“Youth,” should now be
fiying in war planes is ome of the
miracles of this new era. Mr. St.
John ine, the well known author
and ri(ht, the correspondent
adds, is now a trooper in the House-
hold Battalion of the 2d Life Guards.

Confound the Other Fellow.

s The Kaiser (to his professor of
frightfulness)—These dastardly Brit-
ish tanks outrage all the decencies of
eivilized warfare. = Why haven’t we
&at some?—London Opinion,

All Nations Do Honor
To the City of Verdun
For Its Heroic Defence

RESIDENT POINCARE re-
cently distributed at Verdun
the decorations awarded to
the town by the Allies and

France. Th-~se present at a very
simple, but impressive ceremony in-
cluded Generals Joffre, Petain, Ni-
velle, and Dubois, representatives of
the town and the department and the
military missions of the Allies,

The President first mentionéd that
the idea of honoring the defenders
of Verdun by decorating the -towm
upon which they had shed such lus-
ter, had come spontaneously from
the Czar at the very time when the
government of the Republic was con-
sidering a similar proposal. Repre-
sentatives of the allied countries had
agreed to meet in the inviolate cita-
del to offer in common a tribute of
recoxnmon to the brave men who
had saved the world and the proud
city which had warded off so many
blows against liberty.

The supreme hopes of imperial
Germany had been shattered against
the walls of Verdun, where the Ger-
mans had tried to secure an astound-
ing spectacular success. With tran-
quil firmness France has replied,
“You do not pass.”

President Poincare then spoke of
the double objective which the Ger-
mans had had in view, on "Feb. 21,
namely to forestall the general offen-
sive of the Allies and to strike at the
same time a resounding blow and
rapidly seize the fortress whose his-
toric name would enhance in the eyes
of the German people its military im-
portance. The debris of these Ger-

PRESIDENT POINCARE.

manic dreams now lies at our feet,
continued the President. The staffs
of the armies of the Allies did, in
fact, adopt at the beginning of De~
cember a plan of action for a cam-
paign in the following year in which
on one indivisible front the troops
of the coalition would take concerted
offensives in order uot to leave the
Central empires free to utilize suc-
cessively their reserves in the vari
ous fields of operations. Instead of
submitting to our law, President
Poincare added, Germany tried to
impose hers on us, choosing the place
and date of attack. The admirable
troops of Generals Petain and Nivelle
permitted all the Allies to work with
growing activity on the manufacture
of war material, foiled the enemy's
designs, and spread confidence
throughout the universe. Confidence

in our final victory permitted the
preparation and initiation of
triumphant offensives, Italy’s bril-

liant attack on Gorizia and the un-
dertaking by the British and French
troops of a series of methodical op-
erations on the Somme.

All honor to the soldiers of Ver-
dun. The name of Verdun repre-
sents henceforth what is finest and
purest and best in the French army,
It nas become, as it were, a synthetic
synonym for patriotism, bravery,
and generosity. The pride inspired
by universal respect does not pass
without great sadness before the
melancholy spectacle of the savage
devastation imposed on the towns of
the region, but Verdun will be reborn
from the ashes, the, destroyed vil-
lages will rise again, and for centur-
ies the name of Verdun will continue
to resound as a clamor of victory and
a cry of joy uttered by delivered
humanity.

President Poincare then handed
to the town of Verdun the crosses
awarded by the sovereigns of the
Allies as follows: On behalf of the
Czar, the Cross of St, George, for the
King of Great Britain the Military
Cross, in the name of the King of
Italy the Gold Medal for Military
Valor, on behalf of King Albert the
Cross of Leopold First, on behalf of
the King of Serbia and the Prince
Regent the gold medal for- military
bravery, on behalf of the King of
Montenegro the Obilitch gold medal,
and for the government of the
French Republic the Cross of the Le-
gion of Honor and the French war
Cross. The President pinned cach
cross upon a cushion, which he pre-
sented to the mayor of Verdun.

The Turkish Turban,
A Turkish turban of the largest
1ize contains twenty yards of the fin-
est and softest silk,
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Inability of Gi to Und d

3 Ordinary Humanity.

There is something almost pathe-
tic about the vain reachings of the
Germlna for neutral aympathy, says
The New York Tribune. They mur-
der neutrals, they sink neutral ships
and they wiolate neutral rights, and
then, in- their desire for- meutral ap-
proval, they ‘uy newspapers in neu-
tral capitals and eagerly reprint the
comments appearing in the purchas-
ed columns. Thus it is that for the
latest Belgian outrage Berlin finds
warrant in the comment of Copen-
hagen and Stockholm newspapers.

And yet the most astonishing
thing about the whole war is the
complete inability of the German to
understand the rest of the world. He
sent his troops into Belgium; he per-
mitted, hé eommanded them to mur-
der, burn, rape; under his. orders

children were slain and women vio-/ ’

iated, cities were destroyed and
homes ruined, and then the Germans
produced a hocus-pocus of documents
discovered .in Brussels to defend his
course, to ‘justify not merely his of-
fences against ' Belgian neutrality,
but his offences in Belgium against
all humanity.

And fromi:the outset of the war
the Belgian episode has endured as
a final damnation bf Modern Ger-
many. It is one thing about which
there is no argument in America.
It is one phase of the war which is
settled, not for the duration of the
war, but for the life time of men and
women now alive. We are numb
with the horrors of this war, we are
deafened With the charges -and
counter-charges, but in the matter
of Belgium our minds remain clear
and fixed.

It is not surprising that the na- |

tion which murdered Belglan wo-
men and children is now enslaving
Belgian men, It is not surprising
that the nation ‘which is responsible
for what was done, not merely in
Louvain, but in all the villages from
the frontier to Dinant, through
which the troops passed, should
now be invoking the methods of
African slave traders in the con-
quered regions.

The true meaning of this Belgian
episode is that . there can be no
peace while the spirit which is re-
sponsible for it dominates Germany.
Europe canot make peace with such
statesmanship of murder as rules in
Berlin. To do this would be to re-
cognize the spirit itself. A native
village might as well make terms

with a man-eating tiger which by
night preyed upon its children as
could France, for example, make

peace with a neighboring Germany in
its present mood,

Famous Oarsmen Killed,

The roll of honor of the winners of
the Diamond Sculls at ¥ Henley, the
proudest trophy of amateur single-
sculling, grows with the progress of
the war, Last week’s casualty lists
included the name of Capt. Fredétiek
Septimus Kelly, Royal Naval Volun-
teer Reserve, killed in action. With-
in the last few weeks the names of
the wiry A. T. Blackstaffe, of the
Vesta, and Giuseppe Singaglia, the
giant Italian sculler, were also re-
ported. Kelly was an Australian,
but had done practically all his row-
ing in England for Oxford. and the
Leanders.
1903 and 1905, but was beaten in
1904 by Lieut. Lou Scholes, of the
180th Sportsmen’s Battalion, then
representing the Toronto Rowing
Club. They met in the semi-finafs,
and Kelly was so badly done up in
the struggle that he had to give up
about 50 yards from the finish, and
did .not complete the course. Lieut.
Scholes had beaten D. C. Stuart, of
Cambridge, and Wells of Balliol,
earlier in the week, and in the final
he won from A. H. Cloutte, of the
Thames Rowing €lub, though he had
to bemt the Henley course record be-
fore he disposed of Cloutte. Kelly,
who also won the Wiagfield Sculls
over the full Thames course, was a
fine sweep oarsman, as well as a
sculler, and was in the - winning
Grand crew of the Leanders on sev-
eral occasions, He and Scholes were
of exactly the same weight the day
they met—170 pounds. In civil life
Kelly's profession was one that
would hardly be associated with the
idea of an oarsman, as he was a
piano virtuoso.

Effect of War on Oxford.
The effect of the war upon the

University of Oxford is strikingly
shown by the reduced number of
freshmen coming into residence.

This year the number has gone down
to 126, including twenty-seven Am-
erican Rhodes scholars, Last year
the freshmen numbered 239, and in
the previous year 532, The average
for the four years previous to the
war was 934, It is officially stated
that about 10,500 membeérs of Oxford
University are serving in the army
or navy, and nearly 500 more are in
other Government employment, Over
1,200 of them have obtained distine-
tions of various kinds. There ate
nine Victoria Crosses, 120 D.S.0.'s,
and 267 M.C.’s; 700 have been men-
tioned in deapatcheu besides four
D.C.M.’s and D.8.C.’s. Besides these
there are forty-eight foreign orders,
including twenty-two French and
eight Russian. But the proportion
of losses is high. No less than 1,230
Oxford men are reported killed and
106 missing. The University retains
its predominant military aspect. In
the colleges there are companies of
officer cadet battalions. The Royal
Flying Corps school of instruction
occupies five, while the hospital - in
the examination schools has over-
flowed into one "of the colleges ad-
joining.

Both Male and Female,

A Welsh vicar, who has recently
been advertising for an organist, was
very much bewildered on receiving
the following amongst his replies:
‘““Dear 8ir,—I notice you have a va-
cancy for an organist and music-
teacher, eith:r lady or . gentleman.
Having been both for several years,
§ beg to offer you my services,”
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The Largest Lot of Agateware

ever offered for sale 1n Carle-

ton Place.

y 124 Doz n Pieces of First Agateware

Will be sold at prlces never before
offered. &

For example Dishes usually sold at
Qo cts, our price 49c. Other things in
proportlon. Call early and select your
needs.

e

Sale now going on.

W.J. MUIRHEAD ¢

Poles in South America.

8 3 . g

If it is true that the Russian Gov- Plck Out Our C r]stmas Glfts
ernment is planning to foster colon-
ization of Poles in South An;erlcha,
as is reported from Petrograd, the \
movement will matk a departure - GLOVES
from the customary policy of that
Government. Despite the vast popu- $1 00 up.
lation of the Russian Empire, esti- |

mated reﬁently at 185,000,000, with
COAT SWEATERS

an annual increase of more than 4,-
$2.00 to $6.00.

SCARFS
FANCY BOXED

$1.00 up.

MEN'S
FANCY VESTS

FROM THESE LISTS

000,000, Russia has  not appeared
among the nations encouraging emi-
gration of its own inhabitants. The
great area of Russia is in proportion
to its population, and there is room

You will get a hearty “ Thank

You” if you pick ove of these

00 up.
for many millioxllls nt:;)re befor: thﬁ FANCY articles for a Christmas present. $3 P
food problem wi come ‘- at _ al it : i
acute; in addition to which the Czar Bux SHIRTS Just look over the list in this-ad. LATEST "EcK"Es
is credited with definite colonization $1.50up. ° and you' will find gifts suitable®
ambitions in the direction of certain <30 Up 35, $06 ke
regions in Northern China contigu- for all the men folks. Then you

in fancy boxes.

ous to his own Asiatiec Russia.
One explanation suggested is that
the Poles have proved a thorn in the

kave the satifaction of knowing
This

SHIRTS

that the styles are right.

side of the Russian Conservatives $1.00 up SUSPE"DER SETS
ever since formation of the Du);mil' < B firm sells only correct styles. soc to $1.25
h is desired t d their y 25,
::liz:v:t;:gﬁ:;cﬁs ;f)viveg ;iyucgnd%%g The prices sre the llowcst, 00N fesinaii b s
f t ewhere, C} iste £ itv:
Polish poople have long beos strong | NANDKERCHIEFS | sistent with good quality HATS AND CAPS

individualists; they charge their lack
of development in their own country

of all Linen.

an extensive ling.

SINCLAIR BROS. & CO.

BRIDGE STREET, CARLETON PLACE.

lack of Polish enterprise; they as-
sert that in a freer atmosphere they
would take a place among Russians
corresponding, for example, to that
of the Bohemians in Austria.

The plan of colonization to which
reference is made is said to contem-
plate the sending of 400,000 or 500,
000 Poles to Venezuela. This would
be a boon to Venezuela, and perhaps
it might work out to the advantage
of the new arrivals. The South Am-
erican country is rich in natural re-
sources and, so far as its soil is con-
cerned, it could feed a %oodiy part
of the world. Its need has beenh an
industrious citizenship. The present
population of mixed Latin and Indian
is temperamentally better fitted for
revolution than for continuity of ef-
fort in the direction of domestic de-
velopment. {
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Get the Christmas Spirit

Your Early Orders are solicited for

Christmas Flowers

Our Stock is very Choice and Complete.

Georgeous Xmas Plants and
Beautifu! Xmas Cut Flowers

Write us for Descriptions and Prices.

The Hay Floral and Seed Co
BROCKVILLE, ONT.
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Forgetful.
Caretaker—Sir Walter Scott spent
a night in this room. ’Ere we ’ave
a complete set of 'is works.
Intelligent Sightseer — Left ‘em
be’ind I suppose?—Passing Show.

Digestive

Troubles

cause headache, biliousness,
constipation, impure blood
and other unpleasant symp-
toms. If these troubles are
neglected they weaken the
body and open the way for
seriousillness.Manychrenic
diseases may be traced back
to indigestion that could
have been immediately

relieved by

Beecham’s Pills. This well »

Be Cheerful

Keep the old Flag flying
By your buying.

On Christmas Morning

LT N

What will please her
more than a box ef our
Roses.

Imagine the effect of a radiant blooming Plant
or a sweet scented bunch of Carnations receiv-
ed Christmas morn.

k= home remedy has GIFT FLOWERS HG'FT PLANTS
proven ltself dependable, safe Roses, Orchids, Ferns, Paims,

and speedy during sixty years’ Violets, Carnatlons Heaths,<Azaleas,
use. ‘glle fame of {ﬁwmgeda Llcl:);‘of the- hValIey, Cycl;men, CIZrimroses.
larger sale than any other med- rysanthemums. mas Cherries
icine in the Wor]d_ roves the These may be sent safely by Parcel | These are delivered by Ex
dependable, remedm? value of Post or Express anywhere within ! safely anywhere in Ontaru‘))re;:

two hundred miles of Brockville.

Quebec.

And we Deliver in any Town or City in Canada
or the United States by Flowergram Ser-
vice. Ask us about it.
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HAY’S GREENHOUSE - The Home of Flowers
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PILLS

Sdo of Any Medicine h !ﬁo World,
Everywhore. In boxes, 25 cents.
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