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problem, and this would be quite an impor- Why has it come to the point that the Nation- 
tant difference. al Farmers Union and the Canadian Federa-

I should like to tell the government why tion of Agriculture are saying their voices are 
this is not the first time that the farmers of being ignored? Are these organizations not 
Saskatchewan and western Canada have worth talking to?
found it necessary to demonstrate when a If you want answers about the automobile 
Liberal government was in power. The same industries you talk to automobile manufactur- 
thmg occurred in 1946. The farmers picketed ers and labour union representatives in their 

e grain elevators and dairies in western plants. If you want answers about agriculture
Canada, and I was one of those who took should you not talk to people who have had 
part. Circumstances at that time had become long experience in agricultural organizations’ 
so intolerable that the farmers just could not Believe me, the prairie farmers in particular 
make a living. A few years following the will not disregard ideas which are valid. They 
action that we took in 1946 the government want some kind of direction from the govern- 
was bounced out of power, a very prominent ment. They are like sinking men, ready to 
minister of the day having tapped a Manito- grasp any rope that is lowered to them. They 
ban on the tummy and told him that he are willing to try any good idea 
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RaveinissTnYOrmnatonntRNLgnsraTheypust national representatives are going back to 
87ere çmael ine present “ ^O” #N"ncourazs “G."Rear°use"GXrceET“sEzen“nE:

slashed grain prices by 12 cents a bushel. I do
• (9:50 p.m.) not know what the new, lower Canadian

Uhope the government win take an honest whset Roard
lqokat the situation and consider just what is Grains Arrangement? If it is not working, why 
al sta p , sent time. What is at stake do we not ask representatives of responsible
is the economy of the province of Saskatche- nations which signed the agreement to meet 
wan in particular, that province being the After aU, the Agreement was part the 
main, wheat, producer, and that of its two GATT negotiations. Responsible nations nego- sisker provinces of Manitoba and Alberta, tiated the agreement. Should we not ask Some business people have asked prairie pro- them at a meeting, “Look, is this a piece of vinsial.covernments.to. clamp a moratorium paper or is it an honourable arrangement on interest rates. This is a business economy reached by honourable representatives of and when certain people ask for a moratori- honourable nations?” Why does the govern- 
um, to be clamped on interest rates it is time ment not do that? Are we to wait forever that the powers that be took notice, because before knowing whether the International 
something adverse obviously has happened. Grains Arrangement can be made to work 
The government s real failure is in coming to and what the new minimum price is to be? 
grips with the existing situation. The Prime Does the government think for a minute that 
Minister has told us we must grow less farmers will survive when prices have 
wheat. He could have saved himself the trip dropped from $1.95} to $1.80, $1.75 and, after 
to Saskatchewan if that is all he wanted to that, to $1.621 per bushel on the internation- 
tell us. The farmers of the country have al market, basis Fort William-Port Arthur, 
reduced the acreage of wheat under cultiva- With prices like that does the government 
tion from 29 million acres to 24 million acres think for a minute our farmers will remain in 
in one year which is a pretty hefty reduction. &MF! Olson)"should know^haTwith thesïtow 
What are they to grow if they do not grow prices our farmers can not survive. That 
wheat? That question must be answered by farmers cannot operate their farms on a $1 
the government and farm organizations. Why per bushel cash advance for six bushels per 
has the government not consulted with farm cultivated acre. How can anyone operate a 
organizations and worked out these matters? farm under these conditions? Some parts of

[Mr. Gleave.]
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