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but if it:ds impending, 1d be
to warn us, I.iii tm{:ismd: sg:'a?:
| to be and if it is,
atten with such disastrous
results to ‘the interests of Canada then I
for one, and I am quite sure the general”
body of this house, will be prepared even:
to support a proposition of this character!
if it is going to relieve us from such dire-
ful conseqifences rather ‘than have that’
calamatous crisis come upon us. (Cheers.).
“We are further told from the same
quarter that we have got to decide now
whether we will go into the undertaking.
Mark you, we have mow fo decide or it
will slip away from us to our inestimable
and irreparable loss, Well, sir, T have
heard expressions of that kmd used in
some of the auction shops, but I cannot
imagine how anyone can think .that sueh,
kind of argument Will impress the mass of
the intelligent people of this country. One’
would think that the tredit ‘of Canada’at
the present moment wis such that we
would incut a liability ‘of ° this kind but if
we did not incur ‘it at this very moment’
or if we allowed a year or two to pass by.
that we might obtain information to en-
able us to proceed with this project wé
would ' then not be in a position to carry
it out because we had mot decided on it
nght away. Well, that kind of reason-
ing is futile to my mmd “Sir, Canada will®
be all the stronger in the estimation of
the financial men of the world if before

entering into a proposal of ‘this-kind Cin-

ada shows that she is movmg in it with
judgment and discretion.

QUEBEC TO MONCTON.
By Paralieling He Means the Propased Rosd .
Would'Be a Rival .for Business With the
| C. R, Practically Destroying It.

“Now, sir, I come to a question whlch
hai somiething of a new ‘character, somme-"

thing rather whichiis an aprpandage to the 3
original propoamon and which concerns’
more du‘ec'tly the ‘department of govern-

ment in which I have been serving. I re-

fer to the extension of this railway from|’

Quebec to Moncton. Iet, me say th

while I do mot profess to know anything
with regard to these other things and,can:
only conjecture as jto what would be the
pesult of them,. I dq sprofess .. to. know
omething abont ithe axtension -of:the wail-
way from Quebec to Moneton and do
fess to know.pamething about fifs’ effes

,}Ipon the public interest in relation to the

“My oBJectlon to this railway being cc)n-'

structed to Moncton ‘has been stated in:
general terms in my letter to the premier.
in which I stated that it was paralléling’
the I. C. R. I trust that mo person who
read . that statement in my letter imagined
that T meant the word ‘paralleling’ as used.
in the semse that having got away from
the I. C. R. for a short distance it main-
tained an equal distance from the I. C. R.!
the whole ‘way through. What I meant,
was that in its broadest sense it dupli-;
cated the T. C. R. I meant that it was,
proposing  to ‘take away the ‘traffic, ‘the

through traffie, the largest portion of the;
traffic which the I. C. R. ‘would ‘have which:
it would be calculated to carry. I meant;

that it was going to be a competitor and

a rival for much the same: buasiness as 'the’

1. C. R. does.
“I ‘meant that the govdnmént w‘dd ‘set-

ting up another railway, bul!dmg out “of|

its own ‘money a waitway''wheéréby the:
preserit greater would be dismantled and:
woilld Be depleted of its” business and’
would 'be practically destroyed a nd that’
all the prospects of ‘the dI. C. R.: c'nd all
its hopes and the interests which natur-i
ally centre- around it wpuld be mn.herlally
prejudiced and .mtpwad. That is what I
meant and that is what I think T can es-
tablish to the conclusive satisfaction of all
persons who ‘may care to hear me. i
“I am mot going to say that the I. C. R.
ought mot to have eompetition in any form’
because it has always had competition and)
mew competing lines have beén chartered:
by parliament and seubsidized by ’parlm-
ment from’ time to time much ‘to its in-
jury. But a‘ﬂ ‘the same it has been-done,
i presumé in the interest of the people
and theréfore nothirg can be said. I as-

eume and believe ‘that in every case in|

which any little line or branch line divert-/
ing traffic ‘from the I. ‘C. R. was author-’
ized there was reason behindl it or other-
wise it ‘Wwould mot have been done.- o

+“‘But, sir, I maintain that in respect to
ﬁhm' duplicatign of the I. C. R.'by the ex-:

tension- from Quebec to Moncton -there i | IT
Q notom tere 41 direct a cource as possible through the cen-

no mecewity, there is no reason, there-i
‘mo - justification; . there is no object good,
bad er indifferent to berattained. (Cheers:).
« tYes, it is absolutely uwselesa. It de-a
total and absolute waste of the public
money. Tt is‘mot on’ly a destruction of the
1. C. R. but it is a sheer wunjustifiable

. squandering of ‘the public money. (Cheers.)

“I cannot speak less #trongly because I
can realize, as.gentlemen in this house can
realize, the efforts which have been made
and the successfiil éfforte which have been
made during the 'past few years to amprove 1
the character of that railway, to give it
a better stahding and a better foothold
and to promote its earning capacity as it
never had been promoted before.”

An - honorable member— “What do the
Conservatives say to that ”

Some honorable member—‘Hear, hear.” |

Mr. Gouriey—“You fellows are trying to
kil it.”

Hon, Mr. Blair—“We have expended
upon that railway $70,000,000 and mow the
government proposes to spend $15,000,000
more in order to make the I. C. R. less
-valuable and less effective and tin order to
injure matenally ‘the people who live along
that line.”

Some honorable member—“Hear, hear.”

Hon. Mr. Blair—“Yes, Mr. Spea.ker 3 4
say in order to materially m;ure those
,people because I take it that it is a mat-
ter worthy of some little consideration
‘that of the people who have been living
on ﬁhe line of the I. C. R., who have been
.enjoying the advantages of the service it
affords, and’ it has been a good service.
These people have builtgon this line of
railway at different points in expectation '
that this condition of things would con-
tinue but now the prospect’ is held out.to
them that for.the purpose of-carrying out
an idea, the origin of which I do not ab-'
solutely know and the purpose of which
I have not becn able to discover up ‘to’
this moment, these people are to be de-:
prived of these advantages and to be put,
as it were, on a back street and on a local
road and deprived of these facilities on
account of which they have invested their
money in the expectation that they would
always be permitted to emoy the same’
consideration: !

Big Increage in'| 'C R. Business

“You will motice that the I. C. R. has
greatly improved its business in the last

|

-

-

4| fiot truk it ean’ be ‘cortradicted, that the

st

S the end of that grand all-Canadian trans-

few “years. M‘m “ago the “total’
| amount of busingss ‘done. on. the I. C. R.

was about $3,000,000 ‘and ‘today, if my mem-

ory serves me right, it is’ §7,000,000. .

“It came to Montreal t& get business,

Tt extended its line to secure through traf- |
fic and we expended a large amount of |
money and assumed considerable obliga-
tions in connection with that extension.

We have expendéd $15.000,000 at least in
the extensions and improvemernts in the
betterment of the I. C. R., the modern-
izing of the I. C- R. That has been' the
policy continued for sevén years constant-
ly without variation, uniformly without a
doubt expressed on this side of the house
35 to the wisdom of that policy until to-

ay.

Condemning Now Policy for Years.

_“My honorable friend, the leader of the
opposition, said the other might that we
were reversing the policy which we had
pursued during all ‘the years. I go further.
I s4y we are doing more, T say we are
condemning the policy. ‘We are not only
condemniny it bt we are ‘writing our own'
condemnatlon in Jetters which will never.
‘be &bl {We are saying that we'did
‘ngt know hat e are doing; we did not
care what we were doing. That is what
) (bemg proposed in thm policy today. I
protest against it. I think I can show
this house ‘that a llttle thought and con-
sideration would have led to the ‘staying
of the hands of my colleagues who were
‘determined that this ﬂhmg should be car-
ried out. It is a curious question as to
the origin of this ¥dea.. We had this
grand, ocean to ocean, trans-continental,
all-Canadian line. We had all that, we
were told a.bout that and the newspapers
were advised that the Grand Trunk Rail-
way Company was formed to make this
application,

When. the franscontinental echeme from
Quebec to the Pacific was in contempla-
tion we had discussed it for a long time
beforewehemdofthat:d.ea-. ‘When, did
we first hear of it? We first heand of this
Minicton, extension when the session was
half dhrough. Tt Was ‘first mooted when
the Grand Trunk bill came before the
‘house, I am told by those who vprofess to
kmow, 1 do-pot ‘know myself, and if it is

reason why the Moncton extension was
proposed ‘was that when the Grand Trunk
\Pquﬁc bill was going through commitiee,
‘it was 'thought’ by ‘thosé opposed tothat
‘bill’that it could be defeated by a proposi-
tion' of that kind, mobody mould swallow}
it, and the whole 'bﬂl would be thrown out i

Soon Made an Esxenthl Feature.

“That, is what has been told. What is!
the fact? The fact is that the proposition’
first appeared on a motjon to amend  the
bill requiring that the line should extend
bto Moncton and the further proposition
that constmiction should commence on that
section at the same fime as ‘on fHe other
portions of the moad. A few days, possibly
a,few weeks. ' I did not count the 4ime, are
all that are mecessary to pass. by mm we

tihe essential’ elémtents in ‘a grand “trams-
continental, ‘dll “Canadian ' Khe, ‘something
that wwas mever thought of be(ore What
would have become of this scheme if the
Moneton division Thad ‘mot been made ‘to it?
I do ‘mot know. It fvould certainly have
been wanting in what is now:regdrded as
a ‘Mmost ‘ésdehtial ‘elementtin “the ‘whole
gocheme ‘of the all Canadian’ idea of it wnidi |
probably it was in this connectionthat
right lion.leader ofithe governmant
warrant for his appeal for! relief foom #h
‘bonding ipiivileges. o that idea wad
birth ' to - sor-laite ;as. after ithe session..
been -pretty: well advanced: winthin two
or three nvégks after that it.is.. M“"P“"&
solemnly and rceriously. by the gowgromen

continental- scheme.

“Whatever ‘time or t.houg{ht may mr
been devoted in quiet br in seerecy to
character of the scheme generally certainly
before that time mo ‘thought was devoted
to this ‘feature and have this element de-
termined wpon within the short period
which elapsed down to the présent from
the “moment when it was first introduced
in the ealry committee.

The Line Through New B!uwswlck

“Well, sir, where is it pnopOsed to ‘locate
the line. I mnderstand from the explana-
tion :that was made the other day by the
right hon. gentleman that the road is to
mun ‘back ‘from Ievis until it crosses the
height of land umtil it gets'‘somewhere be-
tween the ‘boundary and the height of
land south of 'the 1. C. R. and is then to
run easterly by some route to be hereafter
determined wuntil it reaches Edmundston,
from Edmundston it is going -to.pass by as

tre of New Brunswiek te Moncton, that!ig
.where. this ‘additional proposed line is to
be located. I know mothing about the sec-
tion from Levis east to Himundston. I do
not think the government does. That is
my impression. I have a eusp'icio«n-, it 18
a little more than a suspicion, but I can-
oot verify it convincingly though it has &
strong hold uwpon my mind,’ that’ if my
hon. friends proceed with t.he construction
of the railway as they are mow contem-|
plating: they will administer ‘to that grand
all Canadian, trans-continental dine, a very
black eye before they get through, because
I believe it will be found that in order to
build a line at all capable of carrying any
traffic they will have to slip into the Am-
erican territory and run down a bit, and
come back into ‘Canada before they get
through.

‘Mr. Blair, after declaring it an absolute
waste of money to duplicate the I. €. R.
and showing that, after he had been striv-
ing seven years to give the-I. C. R. a bet-
ter foothold, it was now.proposed to spend
£15,000,000 to make ‘former expendi-
tures less useful and ecffective, to make
the I.. C. R. les valuable. and to injure
the interests of the people along the line
who had enjoyed the good gervice given
them, he ehowed that+ithe government]
wWag’ condemmng the policy followed for
the past severr years and writing the con-
demnation in letters which never cam he
effaced. He dealt with the fact that the
Moncton, extension had not been heard of
until it came before parliament and was
discussed in. committee and said the origi-
nal propoeal fo build fhat end of the line,
according to” his information, was that
the opponents of the whole bill hoped it
would be defeated because the suggestion
was too monstrous for anybody to follow.
A few days was only necessary to pass an
order to diccover this essential ingredient
to this grand transcontinental road. What
would have happened if it had not been|
d]novefrcd7

Levis to'New Brunswick.

Mr. Blair said that he knew nothing
about " the section from Levis to New
Brunswick, and his impression was that
the gmernment did not know anythiag
about it either. He had a suspicion that!
if fhey proceeded with the construction
of the road as now setated, it would be

‘

cbntinental idea, because. before they  got

VIM‘? Tl ind

"iio

have this Moncton 'pro_pomhon as ‘oné of B

.tha?tl'

d; atbac’h mu

of this country s part, of their, trmr" '

to si’ip ‘iito “the” Umm !
out again;. fhat it wwould have to be byﬂt
b for. some d: ¢ on American temritory,.

all.  He therefore ventured the -progrids-
tication that this part of the road would:
fmot be built by any such route as
‘that which was laid dawn by Sir Wikrid
Laurier.

said, “lies either along the northern shore
along the Gulf of St. Lawrénce or to the
South along ‘the valley of the Bt. John
river on the west, s0 that this railwdy-
is leaving the populatnom far removed from
it on either side.

“There are a few settlements here and
there on the rivers which will ‘be croesed,
but these settlements are most;ly all reach-
ed by railways constructed alo: these
rivers. The country which is to be tra-
versed is lafgely a wooded country, or has
Peen wooded. Very much of the simber
has been cut away, the lum!bennen have
been foreed further back and there is not
mnieh promise of a_lymbering business, tie-
 cauise Jumber w ot ‘be taken by the
railway, but by “the rivers as it ig'today-

NEW ‘BRUNSWICK SITUATION.

Mr. Davey's Survey Not ‘Accaptable to Mr
Blair-Saving in Mileage Nt of Conse-
‘quence.

"“You would have, therefore, a railway
crossing the river and the heights of
ground at right angles and you have o
croes a great water-shed which divides the
Galf of St. Lawhence from the St. John
river, and the other waters on the west.
You can imagine ovhat the Jdifficulties wall
be in constructing a railway under those
circumstances. You can imdgine what it
is likely to ‘be, the expense, the charac-
ter of the.grades and the disadvantagés:
under which such a road construction will
labor, ’\/Iy honorable friend mentioned
that a survey has been made by a Mr.
Davey ani he said that a very consider-
able saving in ‘the distance could be made.
I think he made the eurvey for a ‘private
company, and whether a survéy undeér
these circumstanees would be quite as cer-
tain -to e accurate ‘as an' accurate and
careful suvrvey ‘showing all the disadvan-
tages mader, which the route awill lbor,
as if it had been made by government
engineers, ‘I leave thehouse to judgefor:
themselves, . 1 twould e inclined to give:

mmiav, m connectio; with ‘any . com-)
pmm,ﬂm; was seeking-governiment aid. I
t, therpfore,. mhbgut aqy, disrespet
. Dayey, place quig, the same value
on his ‘survey 4 T would on the work of
a goverhmént engineer. ’Moreovar T think
very little of that. work 'and one by Mr.
Davey himself. However, .if his report be
read as I read it, you 'wqu}d not be ready
to conclude that his survey shows the sav-
ing of from 120 to 140 miles. T do mot
find that aumy such saving will be effected.
Mr, Davey tells us the distance ‘from
Montreal to Halifax via the Central New
runiwick Toad which he has eurveyed,
will be 750 miles, and T am giving Mr.
Davey. the: obenaﬁt of .the ten ‘miles which
the .right, honorable gentleman .says. he
coud eave. [The mileage from Montreal
to “Halifax by the I. C. R. Jsonly836
miles, so #hat ‘the saving by New ‘Brige
wick oemtml‘ acmdang to. Mr. Dayey,

o %
ﬁhb le, amd:,mf onorafble p@?ﬂ
ve at all érred m stateme
, able of bemk correc i
ELay atl:ﬂch no mxpax;tanoe to qﬂwﬁﬁ of |
77’ miles on. such & stance, fawmﬂd not:
cli: imports ce_to'a,sav;ngof
greiter mileage under the ‘same circum-
stances,* It must pot be forgotten, and I
[ wish to emphesize this fact; ihat the Ii
C. ¢ such excaphxonahy Lg.vowa.

bungn.t

3| grades and is 'so weill ia " sulel
an exceptxona]ly favorable ;oa.d for trafd
fic, running along the coast line that ‘it
can haul heavier traffic 259 miles further
than the C. P. R. in rhorter time.

“You can therefore ¢~ hw . ma.. a figure
77 miles ‘would cut ua.i: .. 0 - circum-
stances. I wenture the ¢;.n un, without
fear of contradiction, that there iz no rail-
way which can be laid out in New Brune-
wick that can reach St. John under as
favorable conditions as the I. C. R.  You
may eave fifty or sxxty miles in distanece
by building an expensive line, but the
more fayorable grades on the I. C. R will
make that line very much shorter in its
actual operations than this new road.

Proposal Urjustifiable.

“It is not'a question of “inileage. Tt is
idle dor the goyernment, to say: ‘We will
ask the people fo, spend $15,000,000 to give
us g Yine 77 miles or 120 mijles shorter than
another line when you,.can make bet
time and carry heavier, .oo.ds on’the Jonge
],me This proposal is absplutely unjusti+
fiable and the people of this ¢ountry wull
not stand it.

“Not all the influence which .the G. T
R. can bring to bear on the electors will
justify the outrage proposed to be perpe-
trated. The new line will have heavy
grades and, besides, will go through an’
unsebtled country and we know how im-
portant an element local traffic is to a
railway. How long will it then be before
this government will have this railway
thrown back on ite hands and "be told
that it has made a useless experiment
which ean mot be made productive and
will only -effe¢t the wacrifice of wue road
we -already ess? 1 say that a saving
of 77 miles or 120 miles count for noth-
ing

T&ne will have to be intelligent rea-
sons given to justify the government in
pressing through this feature of the
scheme. T regret that the I. C. R., as the
people’s ‘own ‘Toad, has not a friend in
the whole ministeriah ranks, I propose at
all events to ‘stand by it while I remain
in_public life and, knowing what I do of
its vperations, T will not permit the char-
acter and quality of that road'and its eer-
vices to be minimized or deprec.mted
without entering my protest. I do ‘mot
know why we should have this new road.

“Who wante it? 'We have had a resolu-
tion passed by the council of Moncton.
They think that they want it. But if I
know anything about the poseibilities and
probabilities of the future, they will yet
say they wished they had never got it
running. Another railway will not do
them any good. There will not be another
pound of traflic passing through that city
which nwould not pass through if the G.
T. Pacific were never built. DBut there will
be this result. Moncton is now a great
railway centre. Arrangements were ‘in
contemplation, in fact the buildings are
partly up for the manufacture of cars and

| locomotives and other plants reguired ¢n

the I. C~R. in that town. All the ma-
chinery that would be required has either
been fum-xdlcd or contracted for.

“What for? In order that they might
employ the labor of our own people¢ in
furniching the necessities of the I. C. R.
But you are going to diemantle those
works as a mnecessary consequence of this
new scheme. (Cheers.)

Some hon. members—*“Oh, Oh.”

Mr, Blair—“My hon. friends laugh, don’t

through they would find that the line bad

'in order to make the route practicable ut |

““The great body of the population,” he L

e P’efem"e yery , Atrongly to a sutvey will get ia fair ehire of-ithe traffie over.

engineers. who, bad‘ that line..:But-& fail to eee how. the, m‘i]

F ific.is. not going to'be 4 talure,
%ﬁ&wdom (ﬁmt*al

Meansg Sacrifice of . C. R, s

“It is one or the other of these is to be
sacrificed and ‘will the ‘government ‘sacri-
fice its own dnfamt? I do mot think it is
going ‘to see its. own well-beloved strangled.
It is going to stand wp for it and the poor
I. C. R. has got to suffer the penalty; there
is mo manner of doubt about that. T eay’
that if you take away the through
traffic ‘as you would from that woad
and leave it a local road you necessarily
Lanake necessary the dismissal of a large
prqportmn, I would say half of the ‘men’
employed in the workshops in Moncton.

“My, hon. friends laugh. There are many.
things that have otcurréd in this' whole
matter that . would provoke laughter but
not laughter 48 that ‘of my ‘hon.
friends. There 'is the laughiter which ‘sug-
gests the wyant of knowledge of facts, and’
I say that ‘want of knowledge exists. I ap-
peal to my hon. friends every one of them,
to know whether théy ever took a smgle
L employe of the I. IC.-R. into ‘their con-
fidence, whether they advised with-a single
man of them as-to what ‘would be the ef-
fect as to the construction of that line:
upon the business and interests and condi-
tions of the I.'C. R. The whole matter
was ‘decided mpon without a single I. C. R.i
official . béing . called into conference, and
asked bo say. calmly and with his know-
ledge, what would be the ‘effect upon the
1. Q. R. of the adoption of siich a policy
as this. That ie the conviction of the of-
ficials -of the I C. R. and I think they
ought, to know. It is my conviction thai
it will dismantle the road, it nwill cut off
its busivess, it will reduce the mumber of
men employed There would be no G. T.
Pacific shops in that loeality. .The people
of Monéton ought to wake up to a know-
ledge of the facts that -if they favor, as
they appear to favor, the construction of
this railway they favor a ‘policy fwhick
would be most injurious to theéir interests
and. which: cannot possibly be of the slight-
est advantage to them.

Position of Halifax.

‘Now as. to Malitax, T do not know:
what the attitude 6f Halifax is: upon ' this
subject. This much I do know that mo-
body had bettet ‘wish for Halifax than I
had and nobody ‘more wishes to see the
traffic of ‘the I+'C. R. increase and in-
crease under ‘such conditions that Halifax:|

terests of; Halifax can be in the shght‘e‘sl:r
degree subserved by - ‘the policy proposed
sAn these resolutions:
“There is mot going to ‘be more traﬁiﬂ;
over the two :lines than there would. be?
over one.. I will show before I.sit down |
why 1 eay that. The conditions will be
exactly the same as they are toddy as're-
spects all the possibilities of traiﬁx. car-
ried over 'theigovernment railway. .
“When the premier said, on the intro-
duction of this bill, the great. object they
had in view ‘was o get a railwiy which
would give to ithe -whole Canadian people
the shortest and cheapest route between
ocean ‘fo- goéan, I want ‘to know if ‘that
i8 the. object'and the design with nvhich
this .great undertaking has been promoted

s
4 would, be to give sich assistance to &

‘| be saved by the con: trucnon of that line

“call “them “jn  that directi
“All the government, would need to do

railway -chartered  for the purpose -of
*h\uldmg, through that distriet .of the prov-,
ince such aid as is usual and customa,ry
and by which' this raﬂway ‘would “serve,
if it was part of a Tonger line or a por<
tion .of ‘a transcontinental line, .to the:
fullest necessary extent the ‘people liv-
ing in that section. I think, therefore, no.
argument can be, used in thls houwse for
an extension of this line beyond -the pombs
‘to which this settlement extends. '

“I have stated to the house "what wae:
Mr. Davis’ estimate of ‘the length.of . the:
road and the number 'of miles that could

through 1 the céntfe of the province of New
Brinswick to Moneton. T have takén 'the
trouble to look up infofmation #pon that:
subject . which T.'think . is available . to:
everybody and .which, perhaps, some mem-
bers .of the house have already seen. It
will be remembered that ‘Sir Sanford
Fleming and sevéral corps of engmeers
wereemployed under the intruction of ‘the
government at Ottawa before econfedera-
tion - to -make ; numergus #urveys.‘to the
centre of the -province before the I. C. R.

order to ascertain what would ‘be the
| shortest ‘and most deslrabte route for the
railway to follow.

A ASRL fovg g
Surveys in N. B. by Sic “Sanford Flemmg

“Sir . Sanfoui has inrnxshed in_ his re-
ports, and they have become pamament
ary records, full ‘and’ complete statéments
with" ‘respect to the different’ surveys. 1
desire to call the attention of the house
to the, records which there appear and
,which will more; than confirm my esti-
mate as what, under the best “poseible cir-
cumstances, can, be gavéd in miledge by
the éffect of this mew constriction. I
quote from ‘page 44, séssional ‘papers No- 8,
for the :year 1865, referring. to what he
“call line nolo. . ., ;

* “This_is unquestxonably one of the

most direct lines between Halifax dnd
River Du.Lonp I’osslbly it ‘may be found
to ‘be but it is-impossible to ‘kpeak with
certainty withput more information -than
in: at present possessed.”

“Turning, to_page 49, I find these fac}s
that in 1864 mno less “than fen’ dﬁferent
surveys of ten’ ‘differént lines' were made
by the engineers ddvm thrdﬁgh the centr i

of . New - Brunswi o find;a¥ ™

ronte and Shlt, ofl Ii:ﬁééé Hirveys!| e .

shows t}hat’ageé" ding, tg ﬁ‘ f&rd I‘féxpd, cﬁf::e d:g “.’I gnA N
'mglme‘olo was_the nea.n € y By Ay DA
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 page that I have Just, nﬁmed ‘that’ Tine’
 No. 10 showed:a total length.from River:
| DuLoup to {Halifax :of 496 miles. ;Nq).w if
that. be a correct statement of the mil e&ﬁ
 on that route and I take it there can
no reason to doubt that statément after
havirlg made ‘so ‘colplete an engineering
investigation of the .capabilities of the
central route lin New Brunswick, .it ap-
peared. :that ;he did not find, any -thing
better. than 496 miles, which would take
of itgelf, fourteen miles offvor add four-
teén ‘miles on to the ‘mileage ‘and take
fourtéen ‘milés of the number .of miles
alleged to be*sayed according to the state-
ment of Mr. Davis,
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Shuﬂmﬂouté‘% tim‘Se! Not' Stleéted-Tﬁhx
;. .Port/Pdssea’ By i

“What ia lhe mﬂwmg to do with Stm
John? Mtodohn-is a port I dpprehend of
Lisome importance and:«doivg a very conmdl
erable, hudingss: now -undep, existing cir-
Heumstances: ard., :papable, - of-doing any’
-ambunt-more if increase pf business would’
offer. .. Phe ‘harboy! is.open all. the year
round. - No. man guestions the advantages
of St. John as:an-ocean. port. It is free
from fog in .the winter and-in . this way,
avoids 'what Js a great eource of trouble
to many other ports; and it has this great
adva.ntage that therg ‘is. a staple product
which is always available ‘to. make up a
balance of a cargo if required.

“You can always make up the balance
of ‘a cargo with lumber if you cannot get
other things. This is an advantage which
§St. John ‘possesses in ‘greater degree -than
other ports on the Atlantic coast. Wiy
is St. 'John passed over? 1f the shorfest
line is the object Why do “you go 100 miles
out of the way? St. Jolin is only 428,
miles from Montreal by way -of “Levis,
Rmere du-Loup and’ the St. John: valléy-

“Buy thatroad if you-want to get ta _the
wocean or expropriate it if you cannet ‘buy.;
Acconding #to the statement of Mr. Davas,
the distance is 159 miles. Tt is really 170
miles, as'{[ ghall show you!’

“Why do you warib to travel 170 ailes
further than is mecessary? There is no
necessity for it in any business interest.
St. John is passed by. The distance from
St. John to Levis by the line I have spok-
en of is as T have said, 563 miles from Levis'
to St. John by the L IC. R. and 578 miles
by ‘the Davis line. Taking his own figures
to ‘be correct it is 501 miles and from Levis
to iHalifakx by the Moncton and centre of
N. B. line is 597 miles. You have therefore
96 miles by the best possible figuring you
can make by the Moncton and centre of’
N. B. line, 96 miles further than there is;
any need for going or 4ny justification for
going.

“You are tellmg the eastern people ‘we;
are giving you the shortest and speediest
wvay ‘to the sea,” why tell them this if you,
do not intend to give it to them. If youl
do mot mean to give:thew the shortest]
route do mot tell them you are giving it
tto them, don't speak. about it in your
bill or announce it in your policy, but tell
them it.is not a..commergial line ‘we are
building, it is a politieal line. I do not ob-
Ject so much to thesé hon. gentlemen doing
that if they think it proper and if they
think they are going to make friends by
doing it, but let them not pretend to the
people tha»t they are .giving" : them' the
shortest line and then withhold it from
thent by iron will, and”deétermination.

“Mr. Speaker, as to part of the line
which the govemmeﬂt is prdposing to con-
struct from Levis to Moncton a portion |
of it, as the house’ understands, to
be built 4o the wouth of the 1. C. R, be-
tween what might be *deseribed ac the
mountain range, and the American bound-
ary, on g portion of that line I Liave been
glven to understand that there are consid-
able settlements and'.that a ‘good deal of ]
business could ‘be “done.

“It does.not appear to.me that in order
to give railway facilities fo the people in
that section it is at all necessary to pro-
ceed with the extended line—down to the
centre of New Brunswick because the peo-
ple who would be.served by such a por-
tion of the line are people who would
look altogether either to Quebec or to
Montreal for their connections and who
would desire- to teaci~*fse points to

A Trifllag Saviigyg o™ <0 =5 :

difference

vol0-0: ofal
Nig:l0- fof ld&mﬂ@ﬂ; g 3

&ptwm;:he ‘mijeage’ of,sibe oT.

mmul @ circuitous route. agyt ds alleged.

the miléage down .through :theicentre:
of the proyince; Now that .is a very: trifl-/
{ing mmmg-mdeed You take the /115 miles.
offr ,yhich is the: distance between River]
‘DuLoup: and Levis and: 'conipafe !the: re-
sult with the fighiras which MriDevis bas
given.:That  stilt: further ‘redueés: thead-
vantages, which -theiireduction-in ;mileagelj-
would make, and it:goes to-show that any"
speculative ‘tatement: as. .to 120 or 140
mlles being saved, is quite unsustained and

is directly -opposed ‘to the result ‘of all
these investigations which were made by
Sir Sanford Fleming. .

“He gives the mileage of ‘2]l these ten
rontes as rupning from 496, to 536, 538,
552, 566, 572, 592, 574 and 616 From these
ﬁgures I draw ‘the conclusion that an en-
gineer ‘of the capability and standing of
Sir Sanford Fleming, supported as he was
by some of the best men that could be
secured for the purpose of suryeying that
line of road, has given us ‘the most favor-
able estimate which could Be made of the
difference -of mileage “fhat could be saved
between the pmposed route and t.hat of‘
the L€, R, hrioy

Not Likely.lo" Pay lnten]{. &
- “Now, it} «rthis’ proposition i tzken; m‘
connection” m’d\ ‘the developiirent: of : the '
1.+C. R. is one which I think it will be
impossible ‘to defend or . justify.
these lines after they are built will have,
to be maintained, both of these lines will:
undoubtedly continue to be a very heavy
charge upon the exchequer of the ‘coun-
try, because the ‘revenues of the I. C. R.
are only sufficient. to ‘pay the cost of op-
eration. So in the case of this gew railway
the maintenance of the road, if it is ex-
penswe and it must uecessmnly be ex-
pensive, according to these grades, there
will be a loss and ‘whatever the loss is
it will fall directly upon #he exchequer
of the country. .The intérest upon .the
money which is expended upon it by the
government will not im all probability
be paid when ‘the road is being operated
under the disadvantages which this moad
will ‘suffer from.

L. C, R. Can Carry the Traffic

“In so far as the I. C. R. itself is con-
cerned further, there is no earthly neces-
sity for having another railway through
that country. The I. IC. R. has been fully
competent to take all the t affic that it
i3 carfying today. :@heref », “from the
standpoint, of the capacity 1) handle the
traffic, that question is ab:clutely settled
and settled according to the judgment of
men who are most competent to form an
opinion upon- it.

“You will have both of those operating
and. struggling one against another. What-
ever business one may take, it will take
away from ‘the other. You will have the
government in fhe anomalous position of
owning both roads, of operating one and of
being practically interested in the success-
ful operation of the other, going in and
destroying its own property, impairing the
value of its own property whether it- be
one or the other. Such a spectacle I do
not think has ever been presented to the
knowledge or observation of any human
being since the world began.

Back to Deficits on the I. C. R.

=it might‘be a fair matter for considera-
tion; where is this going to land the gov-
ernment of this country? What will be
the consequences of such a step which un-
doubtedly is going ‘to entail an annual bur-
den- upon ‘the exchequer of the dominion?

1’|r\

transact their business which would or-

Will anybody be able to look forward with

o§ ¥ wonld: have, therefore, t&kmathﬂt 9

| any phase f it ‘from heginning to end. BBt oot chvtortaiiads 5o G
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doﬁmts Dbesatisp..the heavier the gpposition

wh’as ‘brought” to \bear; agamst us by
Athissmete toad thai Jargerwill be the de-
‘ﬂd&&‘fﬂat)l‘thdy&v.én ciuveiito ‘face on the
I, b@>Ruei it reguires: Mo stretch,of the,
sipnmgination: to ledmeeive: of 'the :possibility

‘and of 1 the extréme: pmba‘mhty CI‘ the gov-
ernment ‘dnd the people bem led upon,
Yo ‘tnake good! thies’ ‘WeREits B the vxtent’

‘Of}hultoa millién or’ flirée-quarters of a

smifligh &'year” nb”(ﬁe result of carrying out

'ﬂ&ﬁ "ﬁﬁhcf ‘w'hiéb‘ is"How ¢ outlined = and

A#A of 'e6iiidd ipon Ehis ‘line

w;e be running'a vEry great and very
rob&b

mterest

risk of not bbifiz able to.pay the

“I'dg not 'cire whethér it is at an early
period or nhdt, it certainly. would 'be at a
remote ‘peried if at all that they. were
able to pay interest.

“Owing to the difficulties of 'dperating
a raﬂway thrdugh <the cofifitry: in that
there is no local business for it to do, and
winter being the only portmm of the year
wheén they will'have any' business at all'to
carry, and with thie disadvdntages which it
appears to me to possess from.every point
of view—put, th!s queshon how you will,
turn it over, tufn it back, examine it nght
and left, inside and outside, it fails to
present to me, I do mot kiow how it may
appear to of.'her honot able. gent.lemen in
this ‘hotise, a_single ‘redeéming 'featiire of
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- NOT ASK FOR-THE ROAD

“I,.haye.yet to hear of. the, first _men, i
the provinee of N. B. asking that this]
road shall be cunetruc'ted I do not mean;
to say that since it ‘became the declared:
policy of the government ‘people are noy;
willing ‘to have it constructed, but I say
that prior to the time that this declara-
tion was made I mnever heard of a single
individual asking dor its comstruction.

“We know ‘that there has been a feeling
—I do not know whether it continues to J
exist in the province of Nova Sooha—hhat
they would like to have a shorter line of
railway and that they would be wery glad
if perhaps the shortening of that line even
by the, construction of another railway
would bring ‘that province wcloser to the
western - country. But, when they have
studied the situation .and when they have
come, to realize that there can be nothing
done in the way of new construetion that
will give them beétter conditions than they
have by virtue of the operation of -the I.
C. R., I think that if there is any enthus-
iasm over this project it will rapidly abate,
because there is ‘no railway that can be
constructed that can give Nova ‘Secotia or’
the port of Halifax the same, thorough,
complete. and advantageous service which
they are getting and will get from the I.
C.'R. if left without this keen and destruc-
tive competition.

“You might go down %o my O'Wn province
of N. B. where there are many men who
are perfectly able to.take advantage of such
an opporbunity and ‘T ‘believe it would be
utterly impossible to find one singe indi-
vidual who would be willing to invest one
dollar in this enterprise if it were put
forward in any ghape and with any reason-
able assistance that.the government. could
give as_a, commercial enterprise, They
know there is not}u'ng in it. .

Disclaims Gift to New Brunswick.

“They have mever asked for it;: yet we
are told;in some of the newspapers that
this railway will be a gift from the.rest
of Canada to N. B. I disclaim the gift.
I think I speak the sentiments of the
gréat majority of the right thinking people
who are considerate and upright in may own
province when I say that we do not ask
for any such gift at the hands of the people
of  Canada.

‘‘When we do ask for somebhxng we mll

(xln.. i

/

i PG LT 4577
ask for somethuu; that. aha-s mnt in’ 1t, o!'
something that can: e’ jussified ‘upon: its
merits. I 'we want a-sailway -we will ask
for a railway whickswill dserve. the; people
and. which willimat duplicate rand; destroy
the existing roads there:arew. s o
“We have existing roads which W
sessed and operated by e\g,ovmment aun,
therefore I have ho thawnks' to’ offer 16
{people:who gay that wee ares getting ¢hid’ as
a gift from’the‘ people-of Canada. ~Tf I'ést
spressed my own mind{ would say; I-de
cline theigilt with thamksl - - {712
~FWe: were.also! assured by samq,aw
thorityPthat mot.‘a mile ofsthe 1. G.
will berdisused  or: digenedited t;f the, mw
line-is built, I answee: . ‘Misused; pex-]mps
not,’ «discredited s mﬁtmn&kﬂy... g

R 1T

doubt the,road will continue to | *u??f
ne

_e

No doubt the people living along
will continue to bejeerved bt
much reduced ‘aud nferior e’ﬁiuen&;y a
therefore the railway: will be. aperated
maintained but tha R!{e road will o L
discredited canno{ét aid h 'dn une who
has studied the’sit Kn or w}m g:
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facts as they exmty ek A

Thiere Was Another Way tooR it -;ee?, o]

“But there “is’ a' ﬁ?ﬁﬁ ad  to ‘niy mitd
a conclusive ansier™to’ this whole proposi-
tion, one which was well in"the” posver - of
the government and which was well known
to ‘all who were concerned with* pmmmmg
the enterpride. TIn the 'course’of “the icort
respondence nwhich .1 ‘had withvthe sprime
minister I called attention tothdisonmdera-

mare;:iat ‘an eavlier stage swhengthis, quese
tiony wias first mmootetl, <k todlk wccasions it
the railway commitieaiof therhousesto.ex-
-press -the strongest:and mosb:dletided. ob-
jection- to thie enterprise., bemg' W
down through the centre of N. B. toMene-
ton and I stated. there.was no o¢ -far
it, because, whatever traffic. there w Id
be brought over the G. T. P. R. to Que
.whecih was seeking an outlét n'by our’ “A
lantic ports, there was a simplé, eady “ai
prudent method by which that ob)ecl; couid
be attained, and I was eatisfied that there
would be no diffictilty ‘whatever in arrang-
ing with the G. T. P. R, if’ it came’ td
that, the making of an agreement’ Betweeh
the I. C. R. and the G. T. P R forta
sunple exchange of traffic. .
Mr. Hays Was Agréeable. i

“It is possible and more than poeﬂble;
it is probable and more than probable, it
is absolutely certain that steh a thing
could be arranged. When this question was
being discussed in the railway. committep
and when I was stating my objections to
it I took occasion to ask Mr. Hays,  flwe
manager of the G. L. R., whether +n'his
opinion there would be the slighteést dif
fliculty on his part or on the part;of the
G. T. R. Company in making a fair and
reasonable and just arrangement-nvith: thie
I .C- R. for the carriage of all ‘traflio’ they
might have to handle “from ~Quebec: to
Halifax and St. John, and~Mnr:- ~\Hay0’
answer was ‘not the slightest dlﬂicggr ‘&n
the world, (Hear, hear.) — °

“Now, sir, under that arran ment the:
traffic could be emmed as a H’]y
for the I. C.'R. and as beneficnﬂr‘ or all
concerned; mnay, more adva.utagcnusly and
more ibeneﬁclally than-it* donld B& carried
by any mnew railway that could possibly
be constructed or by any other means
than ‘that of the I, C., R. itself. There is
no manner of doubt at all thats I C.
R. with its present. splendld equipment

and with its officers amd ev of
machmery adaptqd for. the " could
transfer ‘this freight atu@ 1‘10 thdn
is "possible, . under any other" I do

not 'care what it may be.

Better Car?y it at Cost, oy
e é. e interest of the counbry rquxred
is_traffic’ should be cdrfieq ﬂ‘t‘coe(:

B

that

Wh), sir, infinitely better is;it"to tild
sum which might be required “f&}'

(Continued on'page 6




