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STORY OF THE OIL INDUSTRY IN NEW BRUNSWIG^..V

the discovery and development The Company’s Splendid Franchise and 
What It Has to Do for Its 

Exclusive Rights.

“Coaming to iny own time,” said Mr. 
Lodge, “it is about nine years since I be* 

(filled, with the idea that we bad oil

encourage
of oil and natural gas within the prov
ince of New Brunswick. By that act oil 
and natural gas were made minerals with
in the general mining act, which was not 
formerly the case, and the company to be 
organized under the bill were given 
valuable franchise. Under the bill and un
der its incorporation act the company, 
however, was required within two years 
from the date. of the license to expend in 
boring for oil and natural gas not less 
than $20,000, and not less than $20,000 
each and every year afterwards—and not 
less than $100,000 in the whole within five 
years from the date of their license. The 
bill, while a valuable one for the company, 
safeguarded the interests of the province 
as well as the owners of properties that 
might be operated upon. In addition to 
requiring the company to make the ex
penditures named the bill provides for 
the payment to the crown of royalties of 
five per cent, of the output delivered at 
the well’s mouth or five per cent, of the 
commercial value thereof. If the company 
carry out what it is required to do for 
five years it will then be entitled to a 
lease of an area not exceeding ten thous
and square miles to be selected by the 
licensee from the area covered by the 
license to search, such lease to extend for 
99 years and then be subject to a renewal 
of a further period of 99 years.”

“Do you not think these are very great 
powers to confer upon any company ?” ask
ed the writer.

“ Yes, they are,” Mr. Lodge replied. 
“Hon. Mr. White, then a member of the 
government, thought such powers were 
too great- But it was shown that it would 
be impossible to secure capital to develop 
the oil bearing regions unless 
exclusive privileges were granted. After 
all, the period of five years is not such a 
long one; and considering that the oil 
bearing belt from surface indications cov
ers so large an area it was felt that any 
company spending so much money 
least $100,000 during the five years should 
have exclusive privileges. With respect to 
the 99 year renewable lease the bill de
clares that it shall contain a proviso or 
provisos for the forfeiture of the same, ‘if 
and as soon as the company fail-to bona- 
fide continue to operate each well of oil 
or natural gas at any time discovered 
within said leased area, whensoever and 
so long as the same can, in the opinion of 
the lieutenant governor in council, be op
erated at a profit of not less than six per 

and shall also contain a

amount to be issued to each to depend 
upon the amount of bis original holding. 
More than a few of the shareholders did 
not take advantage of this offer, and in 
that way those shareholders purchasing 
were able to get some additional 
stock for friends. Soon after that stock 
was offered to the shareholders the oil 
was struck in paying quantities and then 
nearly everyone of the original sharehold
ers wanted to get additional stock. Of 
course we only sold (the 10,000 shares, 
though we had applications for at least 
four times as many. We have
had offers since for shares at
all the way from $1.50 to $10 
per fehare, but as our company was not 
organized for speculative purposes, but 
for the devélopment of the oil industry, 
we had to decline all such offers. Later, 
when large refineries have to be built and 
pipe lines constructed it may be neces- 

to make further issues of stock,

"What Mr. M, Lodge Has Done for the 
Development of That Mineral 

in the Province.

came
in paying quantities in New Brunswick.
I came to that conclusion because of a 
study of the work done by others in this 
direction during the past 40 years, a'nd 
because of the result of my own observa
tions and explorations. I stuck to that 
idea through good and evil report until 
I am sure I came to be regarded by those 
who knew me as a crank on the subject 
of oil. I went to Boston and succeeded 
in interesting two gentlemen named Reid 
in the theory that we had oil here. They 
were pipe manufacturers and also did 
large foundry business. They came to 
New Brunswick and looked the field over. 
We bored a hole about a mile and a half 
from Moncton to a depth of 70 feet. The 
operation was on Babang’s farm and we 
used a small hand obum drill. We found 
a heavy flow of natural gas and dug out 
a spring there to the depth of seven feet 
and gas came out so that we could light 
it on the top of tihe water. We could 
also gather oil on the top of the spring. 
Mr. Reid was well pleased with the pros
pects there and also at Dover and Mem- 
ramcook. Several farms were leased in 
the vicinity of Moncton and Memramcook, 
but the story got abroad that capital was 
coming into the country in abundance and 
values of leases of farms went up so 
amazingly high that Messrs. Reid aban
doned tihe idea of going on with the ex
plorations, although well convinced, that 
under proper conditions, there was a 
bonanza in 'the development of the oil 
fields of New Brunswick. There was 
nothing more done to speak of until the 
summer of 1898, when I again 
took up the oil propostiion. I was more 
convinced than ever that oil could be pro
duced in paying quantities in this prov
ince.
franchise be obtained that would attract 
capitalists—how could the work be prose
cuted without having every owner of prop
erty put a price on a lease much higher 
than any company could afford to pay? I 
read and re-read the Whitney coal con
tract with the Nova Scotia government, 
and thought if a company could obtain 
some such franchise with respect to oil 
development in our province it would be 
more than possible to make a success of 
the oil industry here- I interviewed Hon. 
Mr. Emmerson, then the provincial pre
mier, who after a few days consideration, 
made up his mind that there might be 
something in my -scheme and he called a 
special meeting of the government to con
sider the matter. The result was the pas
sage of an order in council substantially 
covering the bill passed by the legislature 
at its session in 1899 entitled an act to
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ber that Mr. Goodrich, in his report, said:
‘The facts demand, and the chances war

rant ^a 'thorough test of the entire^ field 
by many boa-mgs;’ while Prof. Whaler 
concluded bis report with the statement 
‘that 1 am decidedly of opinion the field 
is one eminently fit for exploration and 
that the chances of finding oil are extreme
ly good. These reports were entirely at var
iance with the views of most of our Cana
dian geologists, one of tihe most prominent 
of whom only a few monitlhs ago declared 
that there was no probability of as much 
âs a gallon of oil being produced in the 
whole of New Brunswick. The fact that 
oil was found in our producing well only 

pie of months ago 
have since then taken out of that well 

4,000 gallons of oil will show tihe 
value of the reports of Prof. Shaler and 
Mr. Goodrich and will no doubt lead to 
a revision on the the part of some of our 
own geologists with respect to their egfl* 
•mate of New Brunswick strata.” , 

“What counties do you expect tof find 
oil in, Mr. Lodge?”

“According to the reports and maps of 
Prof. Shaler and Mr. G-oodrich we should 
find oil in paying quantities in
Westmorland, Albert, Kent, Reeti-
goudie, Northumberland, York, Kings, 
Gloucester, Queens and 
Messrs. Clarke and Coolridge

pleased with the leports of their en
gineers that they commenced boning oper
ations in Westmorland county.”

Mr. Lodge gave particulars of the dif
ferent borings under Contractor J. E- 
Feely—of the difficulties experienced and 
of tiie success winch finally attended the 
efforts of the company in the attempt to 
demonstrate that oil could be produced 
in paying quantities in this province. Mr. 
Lodge speaks very modestly with respect 
to the part which he- himself has taken in 
the development of the oil industry. No 

who knows him, however, will deny 
to him the credit of having done more to 
develop the different mining industries— 
particularly oil—than any other man. I* 
the oil business becomes the grea^t 
cess that he and his associates ho^T^T 
one will envy Mr. Lodge the reward oî 
his patience, energy, determination and 
confidence in the mineral resources of the

provincial government’s or
der in council,” continued Mr. Lodge, “I 
went to work to organize our company. 
About this time I had the good fortune 
to meet Dr. F- H. Oliphant, who is at the 
head of the geological department of the 
United States (in the department of oil.) 
He came to New Brunswick on a general 
inspecting trip and was so pleased with 
the outlook from the oil development 
standpoint that he made a second trip to 
our province-

“Is it not true that Dr. Oliphant is 
also the special consulting geologist for 
the Standard Oil Company, and that he 
was here with the view of seeming, if pos
sible, control of your company’s franchise 
for that corporation?”

“My relations with Dr. Oliphant were 
of a confidental character and while I can 
show you many letters from him in which 
lie speaks well of our prospects I would 
not feel at liberty to answer your question

events
the Standard Oil Company has not ob
tained any of our franchise nor are they 
or any other corporation likely to do so 
without paying well for it. In 1899, 
through Mr. B. F. Pearson, of Halifax, 
we made a contract with Messrs. Clarke 
and Coolridge, of 'Boston, owners of large 
oil properties in West Virginia, under 
which they were, for a majority interest 
in our franchise, to expend at least $100,- 
000 in developing our properties—'provided 
they were satisfied with the report of a 
geologist of their own selection. They 
selected Professor N. S. Shaler, of Har
vard University, .who is known as an 
eminent geologist the world over. He was 
given a free hand to employ as many 
men as he thought proper in an explora
tion of the province. Prof. Shaler select
ed Harold B. Goodrich as chief of staff, 
and Messrs. Burr and Boynton as assist
ants. From May till November, 1899, this 
staff of competent men explored the prov
ince while Professor Shaler himself in
spected their work and personally exam
ined the different formations. Tne result 
of their labors was embodied in reports 
by Prof. Shaler and Mr. Goodrich, and 
lengthy extracts from their report have 
been published within the past few months 
in our papers. You will, perhaps, remem-

■ “After thebe taken out of the well each day. They 
had satisfied themselves that the well 
could produce from eight to twelve and 
even 16 barrels per day, which would 
mean double that quantity in the 24 hours 
when they worked, as they intended do
ing, night and day. “Having found oil in 
paying quantities in the present well,” 
continued Mr. Lodge, “our desire is to 
have a cluster of wells sunk as near as 
possible to the present producer—a cluster 
of say eight or ten wells. If those should 
turn out to be producers, or even a ma
jority of them, then the commercial value 
of our franchise would be more then suc
cessfully demonstrated. Up to the present 
time the company has not offered a 
dollar of its étock to the general public, 
and have no intention of doing so until it 
has been demonstrated beyond all ques
tion that New Brunswick is the great oil 
producing country that such men as Dr. 
Oliphant, of thb geological department of 
the United States, and Prof- Shaler,^ of 
Harvard College, gave it as their opinion 
the province after proper explora
tions, could be. We have made new 
contracts for the boring of ten additional 
wells. These may all be sunk in the vicin
ity of the present well or in any other 
part of our territory, which embraces the 
whole province. It is more than likely that 
our staff of workmen will be increased 
immediately and that from this out we 
may pump 
and in that way obtain a revenue more 
than sufficient to sink scores of new 
wells.”

f Memramcook, N. B-, Aug. 16—“Nothing 
Succeeds like success,” was, perhaps, never 
better illustrated than in connection with 
Bhe development of the oil industry in 
(this province. Less than six months ago 
Ifchere were probably fewer than a dozen 
tof people in the province who had strong 
belief that oil could be found in New 
Brunswick. At present there is a very 
general opinion in Westmorland and Al
bert counties that the mining of oil is 
likely to become one of our great in
dustries, and that those who were fortun
ate enough to be “in on the ground 
floor” have indeed struck it rich. Your 
correspondent visited the oil wells the 
other day in company with Mr. Clarke, 
the manager of the Moncton branch cf 
the Bank of Montreal and others. It might 
be more correct to say oil well, for as yet 
there is only one oil producing well in op
eration. It is situated a short distance 
from here, on 6t. Joseph’s College farm— 
almost just back of the Lefebvre Memorial 
Hall. Hon. H. R. Emmerson, Hon- A. D. 
Richard, Judge Emmerson, Mr- M- Lodge, 
l>r. Hannay and others were met at the 
Well. Oil was pumped from the well by 
a. steam pump, which has recently been 
put in place, with a result that was high
ly gratifying to all. The well had not been 
operated for some hours before, the work
men having been engaged boring another 
well some four hundred feet distant from 
the producer. Between five and six bar
rels of oil were pumped in a little more 
than two hours. As a matter of fact the 
New Brunswick Petroleum Company, un
der whose management the oil fields are 
being explored, were not properly prepar
ed for the discovery of oil in pairing 
quantities at as early a date as the oil 
showed itself in the present producer. 
They had no iron tanks ready for the re
ception of the oil, and they have had to 
use the ordinary oil barrels for the caring 
of the production of the pumping .well. 
Mr. Lodge, the secretary of the company, 
explained to the visitors that up to the 
present time the chief object of the com
pany was not to see how much oil could
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Which, no doubt, will then command large 
prices. Then it will be quite impossible 
for «the company, to prevent speculation 
in its stock. Even now there is nothing 
to interfere with any stockholder selling 
his stock, bult so fair as I know every 
stockholder is holding on to what he has 
and anxious to obtain more stock.”

Asked if it was true that the company 
had received an offer from the Standard 
CHI Company for their franchise, Mr. 
Lodge replied:

“It is not true, though I think I may 
tell you without violating confidence that 
even as far back as two years ago we were 
given to understand that that great cor
poration was prepared to consider an of
fer from iss, and we have had intima
tions from high circles many times since 
that they were still open for business. 
Our idea from the first has been that 
we should thoroughly demonstrate the 
commercial value of our franchise; and 
that having done so, if we parted with 
any of our interest it would be at a 
figure that would pay every stockholder 
of our company well, as well as guarantee 
to the province the prosecution to the 
fullest extent of the oil industry.”

Your correspondent drove from St. 
Joseph’s to Moncton with Mr. Lodge and 
heard from that gentleman the story of 
the earlier history of 'boring for 
oil hi New Brunswick — how oil 
was struck in Westmorland as far 
back
times, there have been borings in that 
and other counties of the province; how 
tittle or nothing came of such efforts— 
sometimes because of want of capital; 
again, because of legislation by the United 
States, and more frequently because it 
was next to impossible to obtain leases 
of oil bearing properties without paying 
ridiculously large sums for the privilege.
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Bunbury. 
weresome such

I The question was how could a

this well for all it is worth,
as at

Answering the question if some outsid
ers had not been given a chance by the 
company to purchase some of the stock 
recently offered to original shareholders, 
Mr. Lodge said: “No; the company never 
offered any stock except to shareholders, 
though I have reason

few outsiders have obtained

one1859; 'how, at differentto know that as
some
some «£ the stock. This is how that hap
pened: When the directors satisfied them
selves, a few months ago, that there was 
no doubt that oil could be produced in 
paying quantities, they decided to issue 
10,000 dhares of stock—the par value of 
wihidh is $10 per share—to shareholders, at 
the nominal figure of $1 per share, the

cent, per annum, 
proviso for forfeiture in case the royalty 
to the crown be not punctually paid, or 
in case all the conditions of the lease,’ 
etc-, be not complied with.” province.
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HE IHTERIW ID HOLLAND
AN AWFUL CATASTROPHE.f PRESIDENT CASTRO'S STATEMENT 

01 VENEZUELA-COLOMBIA SITUATION.
r

Pacific by Iceberg and from Sixty-five to Eighty 
People Were Drowned.

iSteamer Sunk in

Oom Paul Regards Irish as Brothers in Oppression - His 
Views as to Kitchener’s Proclamation - A 

Boer Camp Surprised.

Blames Invasion on Conservative Government of Colombia, 
and Not on the People. - Douglass, Vancouver; Mrs. Phillips and 

child, Seattle; Mr. Fall, Victoria; Mrs. 
Nicholson, wife of Captain Nicholson.

The members of the erm* lost are Capt. 
Foote, Geo.' Allen, third engineer; Horace 
Smith, second steward; S. J. Pitts, cook; 
two Chinamen; Buck Ilooder and Burke, 
oilers; two firemen; night saloon- watch
man, Kendall; Joe Bard, second pantry
man; two waiters; G. Millock, bather; N. 
Law, II. P. Jock, Porter and Moran, 
coal passers.

boilers exploded, causing the death of 
many who might have escaped. Captain 
Foote was on the bridge when the vessel 
struck and stayed there and went down 
with his steamer.

Among the passengers lost were Mrs. 
Ross, wife of the governor of the Yukon 
territory, her child and niece; Dr. John 
Duncan of this city; W. G. Preston and 
bride of Seattle; F. Mills, Victoria; Mrs. 
J. C. Henderson, Victoria; W. II. Kcatin 
and two sons, Los Angeles, Cal.; J. V.

Victoria, B. C., Aug. 18.—The steamer 
Islander, the crack passenger steamer of 
the Alaska route, operated by the Cana
dian Pacific Navigation Co. of this city, 
struck an iceberg off Douglas Island at 
2 o’clock on the morning of Thursday last 
and went to the bottom carrying from 
65 to 80 souls, including passengers and 
members of the crew.

Some of the survivors arrived here this 
evening by the steamer Queen. They re
port: that, as the vessel went down, her

I

New York, Aug. 17—The following cable defence and integrity of Venezuela and its
national honor. These are quite apart 
from her active service troops on other 
parts of the frontier, as well as national 
troops scattered over the republic and the 

the president, asking him for a statement reserve militia now under arms, 
on the Venezuelan-Colombia situation:

Caracas. Vez., Aug. 17—In the name of 
his excellency, General Castro, I reply to 
your cablegram in the following terms:

“The government of Venezuela, presid
ed over by General Castro, is fully justi
fied in all its work and acts. It is essenti
ally liberal in its practices. It is of the 
opinion that the Conservatives of Colom
bia, probably led by ruinous and wicked 
passions, have resolved to protect and 
assist in a revolutionary movement against 
Venezuela and her government.

All of this has been actually proven by 
the- ■ official publications issued by the 
cabinet in Bogota. They date from the 
first of April. This view has not been de
nied, either by the Conservative govern
ment of Colombia or by her envoy ex
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
in- this capital.

When the government of Venezuela was 
surprised by the first and second invasions 
of her frontier by six thousand and two 
thousand men respectively, the invaders 
were victoriously expelled by the govern
ment and people of Venezuela.

Since said events, ten thousand men 
have been massed on the frontier for the

message has been received by the Asso
ciated Press from Torres Cardenas, gener
al secretary of President Castro, of Vene
zuela, in reply to a despatch addressed to

itcly settled on the subject of a visit to 
the United States. According to Mr. Red
mond ids appearance belieq. the idea that 
lie is breaking up either mentally or phys
ical! v-

London, Aug. 16—A parliamentary t 
per gives General Dixon’s account oi V „ 
fight at Vlakfontein, where, it is alleged, 
the Boers, after capturing several guns, 
shot British wounded officers who refused 
to show the burghers how to work them* 
Lord Kitchener in forwarding this state
ment says affidavits show that there were 
five or six cases where the Boers shot the 
British wounded, but General Dixon’s re
port makes no mention of any such oc
currence. His account of the tight shows 
that the Boers used the captured guns be 
fore they were retaken by the British.

Cape Town, Aug. 16—A small column oi 
the Duke of Edinburgh's Second Volun
teers and the Second Welch Mounted In
fantry made a forced mardi from Pricska, 
Cape Colony, and surprised a Boer camp 
at Middleputh (Middle Drift?). Hie Boers 
tied, dismounted, in 
abandoned everything 
and a large quantity
colonial rebels were captured. A portion 
of the Boer force which occupied a neigh
boring kopje, opened tire on the British. 
The tire was returned and lasted until 
dawn. Two British soldiers were wound
ed. ’Hie Boer casualties are unknown.

Pretoria, Aug. 16—The country from 
Ladybrand to Bloemfontein is quiet. A 
post cart is now running between these 
towns three times weekly. Cases of rin
derpest have lately occurred in the dis
tricts near Ladybrand and Tliabanclm 
Large quantities of grain have been take® 
from these places by ox wagons to Bloem
fontein. The sweeping movements in all 
parts of the Orange River Colony have 
resulted in the British columns capturing 
a number of prisoners and quantities of 
stock and wagons. The columns are bring
ing in large numbers of refugees, includ
ing many natives. The .Boers continue 
their sniping tactics. The election of 
blockhouses in all parts of the country by 
the 'British continues. Burghers in the 
Orange River Colony are surrendering in 
small numbers daily.

London, Aug. 18—The Freeman’s Jour
nal; 0[ Dublin, publishes an interview be
tween Mr. Kruger and Wm. Redmond in 
liiivcrsum, Holland, in the course of which 
the former president of the South African 
Republic, expressing gratitude for Irish 
support, said he regarded the Irish as 
“brothers in oppression’ ’and urged the 
Nationalist members of the British par
liament to continue their “efforts in the 
cause of justice and truth.”

When asked concerning the effect of 
Lord Kitchener's recent proclamation and 
of Mr. Chamberlain’s speeches, Mr. Kru
ger replied :

“My people are not to be frightened by 
such proclamations or speeches which will 
only encourage them to continue lighting.

“The British have used armed natives 
against the burghers from the beginning 
but we have not used armed Kaffirs. It 
lias always been against our principles to 
use the blackman against the white.”

Mr. Kruger emphatically denied the ex
istence of a Dutch conspiracy against Brit
ish influence in South Afrieh. When ask
ed regarding Great Britain’s promises as 
to treatment of the Boers, after surren
der, he said:

“I know Great Britain’s promises. You 
in Ireland ought also to know them. The 
British promise to lend us money to put 
tilings right. Then, if it were not re
paid, our land would be taken. They ask 
us to allow a rope to be put around our 
nocks aod to call that fredom. We 
Should be Slaves.”

After expressing his firm conviction that 
God, in good time, would give the Boers 
deliverance, he remarked:

“Even now we could rebuild our coun
try, but to do so we must have full con
fidence.”

He emphasized the word “full.” When 
asked about farm burning and the con
centration oa.rn.ps he exclaimed :

“Why do they light women and chil
dren? there arc our own men to fight 
against. I do not believe the British 
people know what is being done in their 
mime. I.f they did know, they would 
stop it.”

Mr. Kruger said nothing had been defm-

?.

F' “Venezuela has not accepted the inva
sion as an international attack by the peo
ple of Colombia against the people of 
Venezuela, but knowing its real source 
recognizes in it the work of the Conserva
tive government of Colombia against the 
majesty of the nation of Venezuela.

( Signed) “TORRES CARDENAS, 
“General Secretary.”

Willemstad, Island of Curacao, Sunday, 
(via Haytian cable)—President Castro, of 
Venezuela, some Jays ago sent to Cucuta, 
Colombia, arxnunition, arms and men to 
assist the Cou pbian revolution.

Emilio Fernandez, former governor of 
Caracas, under President Castro, and sub
sequently administrator of customs at 
Laguaiira, who finally declared against 
Castro, has left Curacao, accompanied by 
60 partisians, with the announced inten
tion of invading Venezeuela.

It is also reported that Segundo Rivera 
has effected a landing.

Berlin, Aug. 18—The German govern
ment has ordered the cruiser Vineta, 
which is off the eastern coast of South 
America, to proceed to Venezuelan waters 
to be in readiness to protect German in
terests if an emergency should arise.
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REJECT CARNEGIE’S OFFER.WOMAN'S BATHING SUIT 
NEARLY CAUSED BIOT,
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ï Federal Trades and Labor Council Don’ 

Want Montreal to Accept Gift for Library. HOME FROM AUSTRALIA,|

Montreal, Ang. 16—(Special)—The Fed
eral Trades and Labor Council adopted a 
resolution against the city accepting $150,- 
000 offered by Andrew Carnegie for the 
purpose of providing the city with a free 
public library.

Talks of Trade Prospects for Us— 
Says Better Steamer Service is 
Necessary,

Wearer of a Remarkable Costume, 
Cut in the Frenchiest Fashion, 
Creates a Sensation on a Beach,

the kirkness and 
including 86 horses 

of ammunition. Light.
t

■ Toronto, Aug. 18.—(Special)—Hon. Wm. 
Mulot*k arrived home this morning from 
his trip to Australia, where he was rep
resentative in the inaugural ceremonies in 
connection with the Australian federation. 
In an interview lie said the present was a 
moat favorable opportunity for Canada to 
lay the foundation of a great profitable 
trade with Australia. The chief difficul
ties was the lack of transportation facili
ties. At present there is but one line of 
steamers between Vancouver and Sydney 
and the sailings are not sufficiently num
erous. Besides, the route was handicapp
ed for eastern Canadian shippers because 
of tihe long land haul through the domin
ion and also because of its terminus being 
at Sydney.

Mr. MnJoek thought that if the trade 
was to acquire a foothold that steamers 
should sail at regular intervals between 
some of our eastern ports and Australia.

Narragansett Pier ,R. I., Aug. 8.—There 
came near being a riot on the beach heie 
this afternoon. It was caused by a wo
man in a reiqarkafole bathing dress. The 
garment was made of white silk, with 
pink and black dotted, cut in the French
iest fadhion. After she had been in the 
water and came out for a promenade, 
tihe suit clung to her in such a manner 
that a crowd gathered with mingled mur
murs of approval, wonder and indigna
tion. Officer Champlin got the woman off 
the beach before the demonstration got 
beyond control. The woman was an ex
cursionist. Her name could not be leam-
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MARCONI'S SYSTEM TO 
SAFEGUARD ROYALTY,

MAINE CENTRAL SHOPS| nI
Tai ed.

%x.MASONIC VISITORS.Carelessly Thrown Cigar Stub the 
Probable Cause of $15,000 Loss.

British Admiralty Will Seek to Pro
tect the Ophir at Cape Race, Canadian Knights at Old Orchard, Me., Get 

Big Welcome. IM&Oo\I Brunswick, Me., Aug. 18.—The Maine 
Central Railroad carpenter and machine 
shops, under one roof, were burned this 
morning with a loss placed at $15,000. 
The workmen’s tools were saved but the 
heavy machinery in the building was ruin
ed. The shop contained much seasoned 
lumber- of value. The fire entered the 
railroad yard property but the absence 
of wind kept the flames in' the single 
structure.

f St. John’s, Nfld., Aug. 18,-The British 
fcdmiralty intends to install the Marconi 
system of wireless telegraphy on Cape 
Race in order to communicate with the 
British Royal Yacht Ophir, bearing the 
Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, 
;when she approaches the Newfoundland 
toast in October. The idea is to prevent 
the possibility of an accident to the Ophir 
in waters where so many Steamers have 
Keen wrecked during the present season.

GREATEST HARVEST IN HISTORY
Old Orchard, Me., Aug. 17—The Sir 

Knights of Richard Coer de Leon Precep- 
toiy of Montreal and Sussex Preceptory 
of Sherbrooke, Que., arrived here this 
evening from their Biddeford pilgrimage, 
accompanied by Bradford Gommandery of 
Biddeford and Saco. A banquet was 
served at Hotel Fiske this evening. The 
Canadian visitors will remain here until 
Sunday evening. They speak in the most 
complimentary terms of the reception ac
corded them at Augusta and Biddeford.

Northern Alberta Will Have Two Million 
Bushels of Oats for Export. FRENCH'S SCOUTS MEET DISASTER

Edmonton, N. W. T., Aug. 17—(Special) 
—Nothing but a severe frost or a snow 
storm within the next two weeks and 
either is improbable at this season, could 
prevent Northern Alberta gathering the 
greatest harvest in her history. At pres
ent the condition of crops surpasses ex
pectations. It has been estimated that 
Northern Alberta will have 2,000,000 bush
els of oats for export.

Party of Fifty Surrender to the Boers-Engagcment Between 
Kitchener and Botha Imminent on Zululand Border.

m
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BARK ROMANOFF IS LOST. 5Xiv i
French Shore Conference. [t 1 wounded, Captain Bethellieim danLondon, Aug. 16—The war office has re

ceived the following despatch from Lord 
Kitchener, dated Pretoria, Aug. 16:

“Wihile a party of 50 of French’s scouts 
proceeding to join a column near 

Béthesda, they were surrounded in the 
hills by a superior force under Theron and 
surrendered. One was killed and three
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Nova Scotia Vessel Foundered on Voyage from Belfast to 
Campbellton, N. B.

gerously.”St. John's, Nfld., Aug. 17—The com
manders of the Chary bdis and the Isly, 
flagships of the British and French fish
eries squadron, are conferring with the 
colonial government concerning recent 
fishery difficulties that have arisen on the 
treaty shore. The French object to the 
presence of colonial fishermen near French 
stations. It is also asserted that they de
sire to prevent the use of certain fishing 
appliances by the coast folk.

w Boy Accidentally Shot.

Three Rivers, Que., Aug. 17—(Special)— 
Today, while a number of boys were fir
ing with a Flaubert rifle, one of them, the 
son of John Young, aged 10, was accident
ally Shot dead.

..... , ... i i
To cure a Headache in ten minutes use 

Kumfort Headache Powders.

Lord Kitchener does not give the d*l,v 
but the casualty list indicates Aug. s' 

Durban, Aug. 16—Lord Kitchener, 
a strong force, is moving on Iloniweni, 
on the border of Zululand, where General 
Botlha is reported to have concentrated 
4,000 Boers. An important engagement is 
expeced to ensue.

NO JOKE.
Editor—“You seem to have given up the 

mother-in-law jokes, and you used to be 
so successful with them. How do you ac
count for it?”

Joke Writer—“I’ve got one now.”

werehas foundered off Tory Island. Five mem
bers of the vessel’s crew have landed safe
ly at Inny Bay. The fate of the remainder 
of the crew is unknown.

[/ London, Aug. 17—The Nova Beotian 
built barque Romanoff, of Belfast, in com
mand of Capt. McLeod, which left Belfast 
July 26, bound for Campbellton, N. U.,
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