INTACT AND FRENCH AR
15 BRAVELY AIDING HAlG

Fighting Lacks Nothing of Violence of First Days
of the Week, but the Defences are Growing In-
creasingly Stronger—Battle Now Considered
as Developing More Favorably for the Allies
and Heavy Enemy Attacks Repulsed—No At-
tempt in London, However, to Minimize Seri-
ousness of Situation.

P

(By Arthur S. Draper.)
Special Cable to N. Y. Tribune and St. John Standard.
London, April 18.—There are two satisfactory features
in today's fighting.  First, the line is intact; and, second,
the French are co-operating with the British. From all ac-
counts the fighting lacks nothing of the violence of the first
days of the week, but the defenses are growing increasingly

stronger.

If it is appreciated that the German advances east of
Ypres were made without opposition and as a result of the
British decision to defend other positions, the battle must be
considered as developing more favorably for the British
'down the west slopes of Messines' Ridge and up the rising

grourid of Mont Kemmel and

Mont Rogue, the German

hordes are striving desperately to push forward, but their
furiots onslaughts have been checked and, where in a few
places they have succeeded in penetrating the . British de-
"?enm, sharp counter thrusts have driven them back.
News is anxiously awaiteed from the southern portion

of the front where the furious

southeast to Givenchy has tontinued for many hours.

bombardment from Robecq,
Ap-

parently the Germans are making real attempts to smash the
British right flank and take Bethune, which in itself is of little

military importance.
Two Enemy Objectives.

There are two enemy objectives
here; first, to narrow the British sal-
fent, and second, to widen their path
through Nieppe Forest toward Aire
and Lillers. From the outset the
southern portion of the front has been
@ difficult problem for the enmemy be-
cause of the marshy ground. Besides,
an advance here offers no such rich
prize as success in the north would
bring.

The enemy is avoiding a drive
through' Nieppe Forest and his thrust
to the north is embarrassed as long
as the British hold the heights run-
ming west of Bailleul. The enemy
wants to widen his path toward Haze-
brouch,

What little change the last twenty-
four hours have brought is viewed
with satisfaction in high quarters

( here, but there is no attempt to mini-
mize the seriousness of the situation
# which still exists, On the plains of

Picardy there are mo new develop-
ments of importance.

The world’s greatest battle, for the
struggles on the Sommé and at Ar-
mentieres are gll one now, is four
weeks old. All experts are agreed
that it is the decisive batile and that
it will end in favor of the side that
employs its reserves to the greatest
advantage.

Germany has pail® an enormous
price for the territory sme has won.
She has yet to win a strategic suc-
cess and she has failed to drive a
wedge between the French and Bri-
tish forces. In all the weavy fighting
after the first overwhelmigig/ thrusts
when the British gave way under the
sheer weight of their adversaries, the
enemy has paid an infinitefy greater
price than the Britisn and ft s natur-
al to expect that his Superiority ‘ot
numbers would have decrdhsed. con-
siderably. He is definitely ‘cominitted
to a heavy programme and it ‘must be
carried out regardless or the gost, and
it is a practical certainly.that he will
return to the attack soon.  That will
cost him more than the price! pafd in
the first phase of the battle, but he
cannot turn back now.

MANY HONOR HON. JOSIAH WooD,
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FIELD MARSHAL
HAIG’S REPORT
ENCOURAGING

London, April 18—Field Marshal
Halg's report tonight says:

“There has been severe fighting
again today on the greater part
of the Lys battlefront. From La
Bassee Canal at Givenchy to the
Lys River, east' of St. Venmant, a
bombardment was réported this
morning, followed by strong hostile
attacks, all of which have been
Tepulsed,

“The losseés inflicted on the at-
tacking German infantry by our fire
are again reported to have been ex-
tremely heavy, and over 200 pris-
oners have been taken.

“The struggle has been particu-
larly fierce in the neighborhood of
Glvenchy, where the enemy made
determined’ efforts, without suc-
ces, to retrleve his previous fail-
ures, The fighting in this locality
has not yét ceased and the activity
of the enemy’s artillery is

|

Various Enaily Positions in
Avre River District are
Stormed.

4
Paris, Aprll'll.z' ‘The French forces

in the region of Amiens have captur-
ed a portion of the Senmecat Wood and
made ad ¥ the G
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MR. JOHN RUSSELL
DEAD, AGED 58.

Formerly Manager of Moncton
Times and Connected with
that Newspaper 44 Ygara.

a, 1 4

p to The 8t

Moncton, April 18—The death oc-
curred at eléven o'clock tonight of
John Russell, formerly manager of the
Moncton Times, after a lengthy illness.
The deceased was fifty-eight years old,
a native of Moncton and had resided
here all his lite.. Prior to his Iast i1l
ness he was secretary-treasurer and

on several other gectors, according to
the official communication, issued by
the war office tonight. The text of
the communication follows:

“We have attacked various enemy
positions on the Avre on a front of
four kil 68 een Th and
Mailly-Raineval. §

“Bast of the
progress and w

Te we have made
f it we have taken
the Senecat Woods
e to the outskirts
south we reached
the slopes weit off the heights domin-
ating the Avre.”

Priso

»

Taken.
“The

ing on the whole of this front.

“Later in the day further attacks,
accompanied by heavy shelling, de.
veloped against,oyr positions south.|
of Kemme] and-were repulsed.

- consi srifllory
activity in different sectors, particu-
wrly -south and north of the Somme,
there {s nothing of especial inter-
?ut to report from the Britsh
Lront." 2

by resolution from tie Board of
Regents of Mount Allison University,
presented by Rev. Dr. B. C. Borden,
President of the University and Dr.
Palmer, Principal of the ial
department. Both paid glowing tri-
butes to the worth of the Hon. Mr.
Wood. t

The Sackville Town council were
present in a body. A committee from
the’ town council composed of Capt.
Anderson, H. C, Read and Mr, Thomas
Murray,  towa clerk; presented the
following resolution from the council
which was read by Mr. Murray:

Hon. Josiah Woed our first Mayop
our M. P, our Senator and Lieut.
Governor of the Province of New
Brunswick. Honored Sir:

It 1s thought to be only just to you
upon this the seventy-fifth anniver-
sary of your birth that this board of
the Town Council should with others
of your frignds meet you here and
extend to you on behalf of ourselves
and the town our hearty cangratu-
lations and our best wishes coupled
with the hope that you .may live to
enjoy many more 18ths of April. We
would for a moment recall the fact
that you were our first mayor and
continued to be our chief for five
years and we think we can safely
and truly state that in dignity use-
fullness, impartiality and in good
and sound common sense you have
left an enviable record. You occup-
ied the chair at a critical period in
the town’s history. We were just
striking out as a town. The book of
byelaws was to be made and the
town divided into wards and number-
less steps taken in order to change
the country village into the town.
We always found our Mayor equal to
the occasion, In preparing this ad-
dress we thought it wise to restrict
our congratulatory remarks as far as

ble to your tlon with the
town council as mayor, fully compre-
hending that many congratulatory ad-
dresses will be tendered you by the
able speakers among your friends.

Again r ing “our cong
ions- we are honored Sir Yours very
truly,

Tl}:e Sackville Town Couneil, H. M.

od Mayor, .
w:'homn Murray Town Clerk and
treasurer. 4
Hon. Mr. Wood,

Hon, Mr. Wood was then called up-
on and was received with great ap-
plause, the crowd standing to its feet
and saluting with handkerchief. Hon.
Mr. Wood referred to how unworthy
he was to be the recipient of such a
reception and ekpressed his great ap-
preciation and honor tendered him. He
had hig weaknesses and had made

T

of prisoners taken by
the present five hun-
en are officers, We
,8everal machine gums.
confirmed’{hat-an ememy reid
last night. east of Caarieres Wood
was deadly for our assailants.

“We found - about forty Germawn
‘bodies on the ground. We took twenty
prisoners, including oné officer,

“Eastern theatre, Aprif 17.—There
Was great activity on the part of bota
the artilleries along @ section of:the
front. An important surprise attack
carried out by the British and Hel-
lenic troops on the Struma on April
16, had most satisfactory results and
frdlicted heavy losses on the enemy.”

us exceeds up
dred, of whom

of the -Times Printing Com-
pany. He had been connetced with the
Times for forty-four years, working
his way up from apprentice to liead
of the business. He was well known
and highly esteemed citizen. He is
survived by.a widow and two daugh-
ters. He was half-brother of' J. M,
Ross, a well known Moncton mer-
chant.

FREIGHT WRECK
TIESUPN.T.R.

Train Goes Off Track at Can-
ton—Miss McDonald, Su-
perintendent of Moncton
Hospital,

s e na N

Special to The Standard. -
Moncton, April 185-A freighi wreeck

on the N. T. R. at.Canton at eleven

o'clock this morning tied .up traffic
several hours on that road today. The
express from Edmundéton was detain-
ed west of the wreck six or seven
hours. The track was damaged to
some extent and one freight car smash-
ed up. No one was hurt.

Miss A. D. McDonald of Montreal
was appointed superintendent of the

M

ton Hospital igh The salary
is $100 a month.

Lord Milner

Appointed

British War Secretary,
Chamberlain in Cabinet

Milner is the strongest figure in the
Lloyd-George government with the ex-
ception of the premier himself, no
member of the ministry has been as-
sailed more Ditterly but nevertheles:
Milner probably is the ablest. He is
an advocate of war to a finish. He
is valled a Prussian by his enemies,
he is not afraid and never worries
about political consequences. At this
crisis Milner is likely to run the war
department with an iron hand and to
Gppose any form of compromise. Since
he, entered the Liloyd-George govern-
ment he has been a member of the
War cabinet without portfolio, devot-
ing his time to thé settlement of many
Lmportant domestic, as well as interna.
tional, questions.

Milner is Lloyd-George’s right hand

(By Arthur S. Draper.)
Special Cable to New York Tribune and St. John Standard.
London, April 18.—The appointment of Lord Milner to

succeed the Earl of Derby as Secretary for War, and of J.
Austen Chamberlain to a place in the war cabinet, comes as
a great surprise. Derby's appointment to succeed Lord Ber-
tie as British ambassador to France arouses less interest.

Even before General Sir Wm. Robertson’s withdrawal
from the head of the Imperial staff it was generally believed

Derby’s tenure of the war secretaryship would be short.
When Robertson quit, because he opposed the schemes of the
Varsailles conference, it was expected Derby. would follow
him bécause the lattér had publicly announced his support of
the British general in his disagreement with Lloyd George.

.. An influential Conservative, whose greatest bid to fame
was his scheme for veluntary group - enlistment, Derby ‘had
many opponents in various quarters and after Robertson's
downfall it was inevitable he would go. The appointment
of Milner comes as a welcome surprise, though it will un-
doubtedly inspire much adverse criticism.

cabinet will be bitterly resented by
the Nofthcliffe group, of newspapers,
which he aftacked bitterly during the
crisis at the time of Rober%son’s re-
moval.

Within the last week they have re-
turned to the attack on Chamberlain.
Conservative organs, such as the
“Morning Post" and the “Saturday Re-
view,” opposed his appointment, but
because they consider the ' Lloyd-
George government on the decline and
trat Chamberlain was needed amofg
the opposition.

Recently there has been an indica-
tion that the close relations between
Lloyd-George and Northcliffte were
rather strained, the Northcliffe papers
have become extremely critical of the

but he always
mistakes, bu of .

pr an
referred’ to the esteem with which
he was regarded by.all classes,
A resolution from the official Board'
‘Methodist ch was

do his in the
t?r o :hnlrman read messages of con-
lations from the following who
were unable to h: present: Sir Rob-

ert L, d .- Pugsley,
Hon. W. E. Foster, Hon. F. B. Car
vell, Rev. Thos. Hicks, Dr. H. A.

Powell, A. B. Copp, M. P, Hom. C.'jpy

.
o

man, Chamberlain’s entry into the war

W. Robinson, Rev. 8. D. Howard, R.
C, Tait, P. G. Mahoney, Rev. Dr,
Steele. Letters also were read from
Chiet Justice Hazén, Chief Justice
H. A, McKeown. -The social hour
was epent in the basément of ‘the
church at the close of the public meet-

government and the Chamberlain ap-

int is {dered in some quar-
ters a direct rebuff. Chamberlain’s
appointment was probably prompted
by political consideratsons, = Many
Conservatives have taken a hostile at-
titude toward the government during
the debates on the Man Power Bill
and the introduction of the Home
Rule problem,

. MURRAY CONFOUNDS
TER GOVERNMENT CRITICS

Opposition Leader in Brilliant, Dignified Speech
Tears to Shreds the Imperfect Defence Mem-
bers of Present Government have Attempted
to Make of Their Deeds Since Their Elevation to
Office—Hon. Mr. Murray’s" Eloquent, States-

man-like Utterance in

Striking Contrast with

Labored Efforts of Hon. Mr. Tweeddale.

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, April 18. —Hon. James A. Murray, leader
of the opposition, has delivered many addresses in this prov-
ince, both from the public platform, in the heat of a politica)
campaign and from the floors of the Legislative Assembly,
but never has he risen to greater heights than tonight.

In an address of two and one-half hour's duration, start-

ing at 8.15 and finishing at 10.45, he covered the whole

ground of criticism against the

former administration and

tore to shreds and tatters the imperfect defence the members
of the present governmnt have attempted to make of their
deeds since their elevation to office.

Hon. Mr. Murray’s eloquent, statesmanlike utterance
was in striking contrast with the labored efforts of Hon. Mr
Tweeddale during. the afternooti, and the well filled galleries
after hearing the leader of the opposition went away more
than convinced that by far the greater portion of the ability
and high purpose in the Legislative Assembly of this prov-
ince is to be found in the group of men sitting to the left of
Mr. Speaker and comprising His Majesty's loyal opposition.

Pleased With Acadians.

In opening Mr. Murray congratulated
the members on both sides of the
house on the splendid manner in
which they had contributed to the de-
bate on the budget. Particularly was
he pleaged with the Acadian members,
Speaking in the house last year he had
expressed the opinion that this session
much would be expected ir e way of
oratory from the Acadians and he was
glad to pay this tribute to their abili-
ty in that line.

New Brunswick was enjoying a fair
share of prosperity despite the great
war, but as the struggle in Europe had
grown in intensity until now the Em-
pire was confronted with the most
serious crisis in her history many of
the members felt that their time could
be better occupied than in discussing
matters of domestic importapce. Mem-
bers of the house all wanted to get
through with their legislative duties
and return to their homes, and he felt
sure that all would be.relieved when
prorogation came and those of them
who were interested in the pursuit of
agriculture would be able to return
home to engage in that which every
man in the house had an interest, the
greater production campaign, and he
pledged himself to render all possible
assistance in the promotion of that
work.

It had been alleged by government
speakers that members on the oppo-
site side of the house had attempted
to cast aspersions on the loyalty of
members on the government side, but
he wished to put himself on record as
saying that no matter what political
differences he might have with hon-
orable members opposite he did not
for a minute impute disloyalty to any
of them. The word disloyalty should
be banished from the house and never
used again within its walls.

Hetherington’s Break.

He also regretted that the member
for Queens, Dr. Hetherington, ' had
seen fit to jnsinuate that an effort had
been made in his county to create a
raclal and credal questions. He de-
precated any attempt to raise the
question of Protestanism vs. Catholic-
ism. He did not believe in such a
canvass, did not want it and never
used it. In his life he had had many
Roman Catholics as neighbors and
never saw any difference between
them and Protestants. The member
for Queens would have greatly
strengthened his case if he had refrain-
ed from such utterances.

He then passed to a general criticism
of the speeches of government speak-
ers, both in condemnation of the gov-
ernment of which he had the honor to
be the leader and in defence of their
own administration. Regarding finan-
cial matters' he quoted the remarks
of the provineial secretary to the ef-
fect that the policy of the former gov-

ernment had been to greatly add to
the debt of the country by providing

“something for the party and somes
thing for the private pocket.” He
then showed by statistics that whep
the Hazen government came into pow
er in 1908 it found the debt of the
Province at $5,834,533 and in 1916 this
debt had increased to $9,109,059, which
ﬂgurg did not include the debt on the
Valley Railway. For the increage,
however, Mr. Murray claimed, proved
the claim by statistics that there were
tangible assets that could he shown.
In that connection there wis a bond
issue of $2,107,145 for permanent
bridges, certainly an asset, the bridge
over the Reversing Falls had increas-
ed the debt by $416,788 and there were
olhe.r items all of which would show
that’ the province had obtained goed
value for the money expended.

Increase in Debt.

The increase in debt was $3,274,525
and of this there was $402,500. for
which the former government was re-
sponsible, deduct this and the net in-
crease was shown to be $2,82,325. As
items going to make up this increase
he showed that the government had
invested $31,000 in the Jordan Memor-
ial Sanatorfum, $12,000 in the purchase
of Bishop Scote for the purpose of the
agricultural department, $66,998 in the
Normal School additions, $150,000 in
the Farm Settlement Board work and
$120,000 in contributions to the Imper-
ial government and Belgian relief.
These he thought were very tangible
assets.

Members of the government now in
power had, when in opposition, criti-
cied the administration of his day for
bonding for permanent bridges, yet in
their very first year they had bonded
to the extent of $224,000 for the same
purpose as well as $500,000 for per-
manent roads. If the principle was
bad for the old government to adopt
why had the men who criticized them
adopted it when they came into power.
The action of the present government
was 2 complete admission that perma-
nent public works could not be created
in the province without using the cred-
it of the province.

Some speakers on the government
side had been inclined to show much
enthusiasm over the statement of the
government that the probable revenue
for the year 1918 woudl exceed the
estimated expenditure by something
in excess of $10,000. That was but an
estimated surplus and at the end of
the vear his friends would probably
find it to be a very different thing
from an actual surplus represented by
cash.

The 1907 “Surplus.”

There had been more or less claim
that the former government had given
such an impetus to the increase of the
public debt that the momentum. it has
acquired could not be checked. Hon.
C. W. Robinson had particularly dealt
with this sort of criticlsm. That gen-

. (Continued on page 2)




