should be revived. To extend the time
row ds in the view .of all the western
men nothing less than a new grant of |

_ s s S ‘ - np defeat:
¢ : inadequate for this class i —~ 2 ; 1
Pthern deiswates. | is equally positive Wil Sl e S oy i e ! Mr.

\ ) : g b suitable | for g
land to a new gmoup of people. ' Sir| But these precedents hardly meed to | srust i Sep Tatkuvo :
Willeid Laurier, e Sifton aud other |be Qlscudded. Thé terne. o thees 3 A e e ower et

ministers are solémnly pledged agalnst | ‘Africa  cannot be “settied in Canada. |, 4 fruit shipper, and is entitled to operati
« further land ’ubwe' “r m ‘west, and ,'WB have no Peaple here lqu.&ﬁﬂed' to the hw, Qr i q" .‘,” 'M m thotig
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So Eﬂeétngl ¥ Rebuked as John
Charlton Was on Wednesday
for His Pro-Boer Resoiu-

tions.,

All of Sir Wiltrid Laurier’s Quebee
- Supporiers, Save Halt a Dozen at
_the Most, Did Not kemain in the
Chambér When the Vote Was
Called. < ' , :

OTTAWA, April 23.—At, the close of
yesterday’'s discussion resulting in the
further suppression' of Intercolonial
railway evidence, a conservative mem-
ber talked to me in this wise: ‘It must
be admitted that we opposition mem-
bers are ,not much in hysterics. If
such an outrage had been perpetrated

by the conservatives when in power together.

what a tormado of .furious oratory
would have followed. What a wealth
of invective, what perfect Klondikes
of abuse Sir Louis Davies would have
flung across the house. What a wreck-

opposed it.

ministration,

the government in: the west
thede promises on.the part of the ad-

made

But the promoters have a greéat pull

attention’

and in the railway committee the fight
was almost an even pne. Members of
the government used their influence
1 in favor'of the’ charter and the land.
i grant. But their supporters in the west
' When it came to a vote
it .looked like an almost even division
of .the seventy odd members of the
standing committee whp were present.
After Chairman Charlie Hyman had
put thé question, *“shall the preamble
of the bill be adopted ?” and while the
clerk 'was taking down the names of
‘the members as they recerded . their
votes, three members ¢ame rushing in
These were ‘Mr. Johnson of
Cape Breton, Auley Merrison of Brit-
ish Columbia, and Mr. German pf 'Wel-
land. They all voted for the bill, which
waa declared carried by a majority of
] one. Then a member c

O STy mouia. hs been Meaned] o the fact that votds had Beo ‘taken

around Mr. Paterson’s fighting ground.
How earnestly and piously Fraser of
Guysboro would have appealed to
heaven against these enormities. How:
Sir Wilfrid Laurier -would have ex-
hibited his tender conscience tora sym-
pathetic audience. How the tortured
air would have vibrated and shivered

as 8ir Richard Cartwright poured out | s good.

a torrent of well deserved wrath upon
the evil doers. It would have been a

when the motiop was put. ;
ance with the rule the chairman asked
thém whether they heard the motion
rut ‘o the meeting.
thus put upon their honor, for if they
pay they heard the motion their vote
The Cape Breton member
surprised the objector by stating he
heard the question put from the chair,

of ‘three members who were mot in

In accord-

Members ‘are

grand sight, a most moving.spectacle.} and his vote was duly ceunted. But

But here we have one after another

the other twp admitted that they did

calmly presented our case, argued that] n.et hear it, and Mr. Hyman struck

the government ought to allow the tax
to be brought out, poimted out  the
necessity of this enquiry, insisted as
well as we could that it was indecent
and imiquitous’' to exclude the people
from a knowledge of the manner in
which their money is expended.. We
have had witnesses headed off whom
we desired to bring to establish ''im-
portant facts. We have had papers
refused that we considered .necessary
to bring out the whole, tramsaction.
We. have witnesses ordered net -to

their votes out.

giving it up that way.
half Mr. Cowan of Essex arose yester-
day and asked that the bill be sent
bagck to the committee for furthar ccn-
sideration. ‘The reason he
that the absence of these members was
an accident and that the true s2nse of
the . committee  would hnave Leen in

The bill was thus de-
feated and the committee so reported
to the house.

But the ‘capitalists had no idea of

On their be-

Fave was

speak by the head of the department} favor of the measure. Mr. Oliver, with

in which they serve, and we have twice} trye western strenuousness, made his|
b5 f fight over again, and was supported
Yet} by the leader of the opposition and by
the western members on his own side.
The debate continued through the
the - minister of railways
vehemently demamding the return of
the bill to ‘the committee. ;
Laurier also made an' appeal to his
followers, and the qtiestion
itself into a party division.

had the house voting down an appeal
in favor of a full investigation. .
we have not raised the roof and have
not .spoken loud enough to be heard

more than one hundred yards. No afternoon,

speaker has been obliged to call us to
ordér for using profane language, and
we have never once threatened - the
goyernment with the venegance of
eterpal fire in the world to come.”

This miember probably did not desire
a return to the old noise and tumult,
and yet he has some sort of idea that
the ‘public’ might not fully realize the
serigusness of the situation, It 4s un-
doubtedly a fact that the public ac-
counts commiitee as now organized

Sir ‘Wilfrid |

resolved’

A few days ago Mr. Bell of Pictou

was advocating a 'return of a certain
bill to the committee on the ground
that some misunderstanding had oc-
curred there, At that time Sir Wilfrid
took the other ground, contending that

and @s protected by the majority in| the report of the committee ought not|

the house, is a very feeble machine for | t0 be reversed by the house unless im-

investiga

i & 'ard there af ; tb for: the: L. premier. then toek .the’
onbers, i sl ground that the reasons should appear
witnesses | On ' the records of the committes and

express purpose of suppressing in-
s

‘formation .  Dangerous

“More ‘than half of the| Portant reasons were ~shown.

. The

¢

" particular

against the government are excluded, ' should not be those raised by mem-

and 0 far as the Intercolonial is con-

bers in ‘the house purporting to - set

cerned .not a single man has testified } £orth what occurred in the committee,
who 18 not under the direct authority | If members were to come from the

of Mr, Blair and liable to be dismissed
the next moment after he gives evid-
ence u actory to that minister.
We have had comtracts produced
claiming to be complete which are in-
complete. Papers have been refused
that are necessary to explain pur-
chases made very year. And at last
we have found government supporters
in the  committee  eca: around in

record.

Mr.

committee, each with his own story,
there would be no end of contradictions
and confusions. Yestarday Sir ‘Wilfrid
Laurier based his argument on
statement made in the house that two
members were too late in the commit-
tee to be counted, a fact which did not
appéar on the
promptly brought the premier to hook,
showing him that he was taking ex-

the

Bell

their pockets lefters of instruction sent | actly the opposite ground from that

by the minister to the government
employe and taken from the” owner’s
desk without his khowledge.

Mr. Haggart eppealed to the house
against the refusal of the committee
to allow Peter Archibald to be galled.
He was voted down. He appealed
again against the refusal of the com-
mittee to allow an examination in a
contract for locomoiives made before
1901, and again he was voted down.
Precedent efter precedent wgas quoted
showing that in other years and under
another government  papers were
brought down covering ' eight or ten
years of operation, but the answer is
the same. One majority is worth more
than a score of precedents.

Abaut ‘twenty years ago or more a
railway company set out to build a
mad at Red Deer between Calgary
and Edmonton. This company had the
promise of a land grant ahnd other en-
couragement. The road was not built.
On several occasions the company
came back to parliament and got an
extension of time for their charter.
Years passed. Sopme of the promoters
died, and some got poor. No road was

e

OTTAWA, April

24,~Mr,

which he took against Mr, Bell & few
days before. It is nothing new for the
premier to take opposite ground to
himself. He is doing that every day,
but the exposure 18 not often as direct
and prompt as it was this time. The
premier’s reply was characteristic. He
appealed to the chair that Mr. Bell
was breaking the rules by referring to
& previous debate. Hcre also' Mr. Bell
confronted him with his record, for
only a few minutes before the premier
had been discussing the self-same pre-
vious debate. The result was that Mr.
Bell induced Sir Wilfrid to allow him
to go on with his speech. But all the
same the Red Deer bill goes back to
the railway committee.

8. D 8

Charlton
claims’ that he brought up his South
Africa resolution from a strong amd
overpowering sense of duty, and does
not care what people think about him
S0 long as he has the approval of his
own esteemed ‘conscience. !Neverthe-
less he gave very obvious signs that
he did care when his speech brought
out cries of diesent . from opposition
and government ranks alike,
Charlton has made some South Africa

Mr..

built, settlers flocked in and the land | speeches before, which. had the ap-
intended for a subsidy, which was Droval of one side and part of the
worth very little when it was offered, | other. 'This time thers was a general

became very valuable, Coal was dis-

feeling that he should have let well

covered in the neighborhopd, and the : enough alone, and that feeling was
charter became an object of desire, A manifested rather strenuousuly. While

gmup of Toronto capitalists, the same
that got the benefit of the Crow’s Nest
Pass deal, and have been concerned
with other enterprises assisted by the
government, saw a great opportunity.
They stepped in, acquired without
much cost the rights of the old cor-
poration and came to parliament fo!
a renewal pf the charter. g

Meanwhile the people in the west
began to think they had something to
do with the matter. . They' perceived
that the wealh of land and minerals
supposed to be given to this railway
company was several times more than
sufficient to pay for the road. They
wantsd the Jand for séttlement, and
were very anxious that no corporation
should gobble it up.  Already far t00

than he.

Mr. Charlton professed to be careless
about it, he went out of his way too
much in his attempt to make that ap-
pear. A man who is altogether care-
less what people think or say wiil not.
spénd many minutes setting forth the
fact. A friend of mine used to quote
the remark of the lover of Clare Vere
de Vere, who says that the lion on her
own stone gates was not more cold
My friend’s comment was
that the lion  would never take the
trouble to tell her how eold he was.

The report of the discussion has al-

ready appeared in your ‘columns, and
it is omly necessary to call attention
to one or two features. Mr. Bourassa’'s
statement that the concessions made
10 ‘the Canadians were given on com-
pulsion,’ because England was really

large a part of the lands in Alberta 3 ... "\ that war, would be hard to

is held by iarge corporatibns, and-

there’ s no’question go ‘traportant 10
that young country as the h.uduins' m
' tipn. ' Mr. Qliver, the member for Al- vy

sustain, Mr. Charlton was certainly
when he sald that one of the
. of peace after the Unifed States
war was a genersl amnesty to all

berta, who 18 a liberal and .a Dretty  offenders. As a matter of fact the
good party.man, seys that he was In-. South surrende:2d practically without

W

ence for this parliament to intervene.
Bir Wilfrid and Mr. Monk pointed out
clearly enough the mischievous char-
iacter of the resolution. The officers iny
‘the field are arranging terms of peace
and even the British parliament re-
frains from interference, 'While these
brave officers are endeavoring to bring
the war to an honorable conclusion .a
member of the Canadian parliament
thousands of miles away asks other
members, .who know as little' abou

as he does, to dictate to the pers i
in charge what terms they shall offer.
If these terms aré less advantageous,
then Kitchener demands, Mr. Charl-
ton is offering an .excuse fo the Boers
for refusing them and holding out an
inducement to them to break off mego-
tiations, y :

So far Sir Wilfrid Laurier was right.
‘When he expressed the opinion ' that
the \discussion had done good as far as
it had 'gone, he was obviously wrong.
It the discussioh had stopped there.It
would have idone great harm,’ for iif
‘would: have 4éft the world in ighor
ance of the true feeling of the house.
At that stage only Mr. Charlton and
Mr. Bourassa had spoleen, Mr. Charl-
ton - contending that the Cape Colony
rebels ought to be treated generously
and granted a full amnesty, and Mr.
Bourassa maintaining his original po-
sition that England was all wrong in
the war ard that Chamberlain was
criminally ‘responsible for it. Having
these speeches, it is much better to
have had in addition the speeches of
Dr. Sproule, 'Col. Hughes, Mr. Kemp,
and Mr. Oliver, and the dignified state-
ments of Mr. Monk, backed as they
were by  the practically unanimous
vote of parliament.  The statement
that now goes out from this discussion
is that not only is the Canadian par-
liament unwilling to interfere, but that
it does not endorse Mr. Charlton’s
opinions as to the terms which should
be made. B8ir Wilfrid endorsed them
aftér Mr, Charlton had taken iout his
amnesty clause; but there is no reasoni
‘to suppose.that he was speaking the
mind of the house.

Col, Bughes idoes not belleve ithat a
compiete amnesty is possible, and he is
certain that no-amnesty conditions can
be made part of the terms of peace.
He expresses pretty strong opinions of
the character of the Cape rebel, of
whom he has some personal informa-
tion. . He is quite clear in his mind that
the British are moge likely to make a
mistake on the side ©f severity to the
loyalists and gemerosity to the rebels
than they are to the’ other ex-
Areme." All the precedents in Africa at
least indicate a British weakness for
yielding too much to the enemies of
British rule,'and 'there is a strong
opinion against another compromise
such as ‘Mr. Gladstone made a quarter
of ‘a century ago. .

Mr. Oliver, who 18 pretty: closely d&-
sociated with the Strathcona men ‘andl}
‘other westerners who fought in Africd,.
speaks out with true western blunt-
‘ness. He speaks of the treachery of
the Cape rebeld, who are peaceful
burghers one day and plundering mar-
euders the next, who rob their neigh-
bors and shoot their fellow citizens in
the back and then come in 4t the énd
of the war to receive compensation
for all the damages which their own
treachery has brought upon them. In
Oliver's opinion, these men,  who have
added treachery to treason and mur-
der to both, do not require sympathy
at the hands of Canadian people, so
much as the children whom they had.
made fatherless and the families whom
they had made beggars. Mr. Oliver
brought upon himself the rebuke of
the speaker by a strong suggestion
that the disloyalty of these Boers was
mpatched by similar disloyalty among
a few people in Britain, and a few in
this coumtry, and he made a very
broad suggestion that Mr. Charlton
and Mr. Bourassa were at heart trait-
ors, too. It is rather significant that
' Mr. Bourassa, who has sided with the
Boers from the beginning, should now
‘be in harmony with Mr. Charlton, and
that Mr. Charlton, who devotes a great
deal of 'ime to a discussion of ‘the
loyalty and contentedness of the
French’' Canadiang, should be the same
man who two years ago, speaking in
his éwn county, urged the establish-
ment of an English-speaking garrison
in the province of Quebec. Mr. Kemp
did not fail to remind him of this.

In spite of Sir Wilfmid Laurier, and
notwithstanding the apparent anxiety
of Mr. Charlton to withdraw his mo-

pect of an English market. He refer-
red to a saipment of apples sent across
the dcean which was. exposed to 110
degress of heat in the vessel’s hold,
And asserts that wvery 'little fruit had
been shipped without very great dam-
age and loss. Fruit sent to the Glas-
gow+ éxhibition under ‘special arrange-
ments arrived in perfect conditien, and
2 package of pears were sold 50 per
cent. higher than those shipped in the
ordinary way. .Mr. Ferguson himself
lost $150 by damages incurred on ship-
board ‘on one car load of apples, which
would have yielded him '‘a handsome
profit if they-had arrived in good con-
dition.. The substitution by the Fur-
ness line of inferior ships for the Loy-
alist .and Evangeline caused immense

loss to fruit shippers.
Senator Ferguson did not mention
the fact, but it can be léarned through
art of the

in E;Tghnﬂ’in;& mouldy condition. The
Presult was that 120 of the chickens were
sold. for $1.34, or a little more than a
.cent apiece, while the freight charges
and other expenses amount to 13 cents
each. Some of the product of other
fattening stations in P. B, L also
suffered. Undpubtedly Senator Fergu-
gon  is right in holding that ocean
transportation is one of the greatd
questions to be settled in the future,
and that it is of more importance to
the Canadian exporter than any other.

Mr, Fisher has not beem very suc-
cessful in his attempt to explain why
'this census is going to cost between
two -and three times as much as any
previous census of Canada. It has al+
\ready cost twice as mwuch, and there
; now over 200 people at work in the

ureau at a cost of some $10,000 ‘a
ionth. No doubt the census’will be

worst one ever taken .as well as
‘the most expensive, and Mr. Fisher's
reasons appear to be' quite inadequate.
He says the cost of clerical work is
very much higher than it was ten
‘Years ago, but as a matter of fact he
{8 paying the employes in the bureau
exactly the same rate as was paid in
1891. It'is true that there are g few
‘more questions in the schedule, but the
larger part'of them do not require an
answer in a great majority of houses.
The real ‘work of the enumerator is
Scarcely any larger than it was ten
years ago. '’
The truth’ appears to be that Mr.
Fisher had to appoint two or three
‘commissioners to do the work former-
ly done by one im each district, and
two or three enumerators where for-
merly one was engaged. All these offi-
cials have to be instructed and are

4paid during the time of their instruc-

tion. It takes as long to Instruct three
1 %a&. it does one, and all three
re paid without any more work being
done . during the preliminary period
Mr, Fisher says that he had a hard
time to get the enumerators he want-
ed, so abundant -was ‘other employ-
wrat.  But the members questioned
h.m closely and found that he had
ncthing to do with the applications.
T ey were made to the members sup-
proring the government or to defeated
candidates, .and ‘Mr, Fisher accepted
their recommendations. 3

\
P —

Here are some of the incidents. Mr.
Hackett informed Mr. Fisher that in
his county the enumerator farmed out
his job for $20 to another enumerator,
who' does  not appear to have been
sworn in. Of course it takes more
money if two men have to live on the
job while one man does the work. Mr.
Clare Teports that in his riding 39 men
were required to do the work perform-
€d by 16 the last time. There was an’
indrease of 250 people and it cost $1,400
more to count them. Mr. Ganong in-
formed the minister that he could find
.epough grits in Charlotte county to
take the census all over New Bruns-
wick at the same price paid in 1891.
Mr. Bennett of East Simcoe says there
has been no increase of population in
his riding, but the cost of counting
increased from $2,304 to $4,i356. There
were two men in the place who claim-
ed the patronage recommending diffet-
ent commissioners, and so Mr. Fisher
appointed and paid them both. Mr.
Fisher explained that there was com-
siderable French population in East
Simcoe and that the area was very
large, to which Mr. Bennett replied
that the commissioner for (the large

tion, there were members enough to
insist upon foreclng it to a vote. If
‘Mr. Hughes could have had his way
the members would have been called
in 'and the votes would have been
counted. But the oral response to the
speaker’'s call ‘seemed to be unanimous.
There may have 'been four ayes, but
perhaps there were only three. It
should, however, be stated that out of
fifty of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s support-
ers fnom Quebec, not' more than half a
dozen at the most, including Mr. Bou-
rassa and Mr. Monet, who supported
him, remained in the chamber when
‘the vote was called. No member of
parllament, not even Mr. Bourassa,
hag been so effectually rebuked as Mr.
Charlton was on this occasion. Some
part of the rebuke attaches tp the pre-
mier, who had it in his power to stop
the proceeding before the discussion
commenced, and who made the mis-
take of practically ‘approving the dis-
cussion down to the time that he him-
self addressed the house, :

To turn to & subject pf a more peace-
ful character, Senator Ferguson be-
lieveés that the greatest problem be-
fore the Canadian people just now i»
that of ocean transportation. He says -
that in spite of Mr. Fisher’s claim,
Canada is a long way behind the rest
of the world in the means of transpor-
ting dairy and fruit products to out-
side markets. The minister of agri-
ctulture ‘admits that Canada lost/ last

vear $2,000,000 because the cheese sent

area was a cripple and neither of them
could speak French, while @ justice of
the peace who was appointed enumer-
ator was in the habit of signing his
papers ‘A B Justis Pace.” South Sim-
coe is not as populous as it was ten
Yyears ago, but the cost of counting the
population increased from $1,341 to
$2;794. West Bruce cost $2,133, which
is'nearly double the cost ten years ago,
though -the population decreased over
4,000. It was suggested that the enu-
merators were paid to hunt for the lost
4,000. The enumeration of Centre Well-
ington cost $1,691 ten years ago, last
year $2,681; East Grey $1,834 in 1891,
$3,593 last year; BEast Northumerland
increased from $1,636 to $8,322; South
Ontario from $1,253 to $2,663. The whole
province of Oumtario from $147,142 to
$281,401. West Eigin- from $1,600 to
$3,300. Mr. Fraser of Guysboro insist-
ed that he appointed good ‘men in his
place, and that if he madée two com-
missioners instead of one, he did it to
save money. - He claimed ‘that at least
$200 was saved by doubling up the
work. But it cost $2,391 in 1901 to count
the people of Guysboro, whereas they
were counted ten years agd for $1,239.
Mr. Monk had heard some queer stor-
Jes about the enumeratiop in Jacques
Cartier, and ascertained from Mt
Fisher that this county was enumer-
ated in 1891 at a cost of $842, whereas
last year it ‘cost $2,700. 8. D. 8.

OTTAWA,  April 26—The railway
discussion: which has been going pn

1 8ix to ten years can be bought for 20.

tle of original and absorbing interest.
Mr. Blair's three hour speech, which
has been pretty fully reported, will be
seen to . .contain practically nothing
that has not appeared in his previous
statements. He affirms that he has
made a great railway of the Intercol-
onial, increased the business by sixty
per cent., and would have made some
profit out of it if ‘it did not cost so
much to run the road. It hardly need-
€d to be stated that if a road rwhich
paid its way with $3,000,000 earnings
could ‘be run at the same expense when
it is earning $5,000,000 there would be
2 balance on the right side. But it is
an extraordinary: feature of the Inter-
colonial as distinguished from all'other
rallways that the increased traffic pro-
duced by the great activity of the time
has not improved the balance sheet.

stockholders have got the benefit of

ficit are now making a surplus. Rpads
that paid interest on their bends now
pay dividends on their shares. Roads
that divided something among the pre-
fered shareholders now pay good re-
turns to the common stock. But ' the
Intercolonial, which six years agp paid
its way, has an acknowledged deficit
of half a million dollars.

Mr. Blair seems to think that he ex-
plains this when he says that hé paid
more for coal last-year than he did the
year before, as if other railways had
not done the same, and that he padd
more’ for wages that he did in other
years, though he still admits that He
does not pay more than (\other rail-
ways. He also shows that it . costs
more to maintain the way and .equip-
ment than it did six years ago, as if it
were a remarkable thing that it cost
more to keep up the additional stock
of locomotives and cars and the track
when these' larger engines and cars
are running over it. He also might
have remarked that it costs mpre to
maintain  a rallroad of spruce ties
that will last four years and cost 25
cents whan other ties that would last

The rest of Mr. Blair's speech was
largely occupied with the statement
that the Irtercolonial was in the gov-
ernment’s hands to stay, while Mr.
Baggart wantad to sell it to a com-
pany, and in the vehement declaration
that there is. no politics on the Inter-
colonial. This latter statement could
have been shouted ten times as loud
as-it was without obtaining credence,.
and does not require great attention.
Mr. Emmerson has tried to show that
the favorable contracts g;ven by Mr.
Blair were mostly secured by conserv-
atives. It may be that a good many
of the minister’s pets so- designate
themselves. Mr. Pugsley, for instance,
is a conservative, and so for that mat-
ter has Mr. Blair frequently recorded
himself. But these conservatives are
of a class who vpte for the minister of
railways. As to the statement that
Mr. Haggart was about to sell the
railway to the Canadian Pacific, it is
not forgotten the only public advocate
of that measure was Mr. Blair's own
organ, the St. John Telegraph, ‘hen
the property of the present member of
St. John county. All ‘the newspapers
supporting the late government op-
nosed the transfer, and its only sup-
port was found in the Blair organ.

As Mr. Haggart's reply to the minis-
ter was pretty fully reported, I pass
on to the very excellent and concise
speech of Mr. Barker, member for
Hamilton. Mr. Barker is a railway
man himself and perfectly understands
railway finance. To - begin with he
tries to ascertain what the actual de-
ficit of the Intercolonial was the iast
year. Mr. Blair has stated that he is
charging his new rails to capital ac-
count. Mr. Haggart relaid the road
with heavier rails and paid for them
out of the earnings of the road. Mr.
Blair is able to show that this was
carried over many years, and did not
usually involve more than $100,000 each
year. Mr. Blair is putting the rails
down faster and is easily able to show
that he has no earnings tp pay: for
‘them. He might do as the Grand
Trunk , is doing, divide the amount
among the earnings of 'several years,
but in any case, 43 Mr. Barker shows,
he ought to ¢charge the revenue of any
year with the wear and tear for that
year. ;

That is ordinary railway fiuance,
or, as Mr. Barker puts it, “the-A/B C
in this matter—and there is no extep-
tion by any railway company between
this and Mexico—is that when ea.pital
has once provided g pmnoperty, whether
it be a rail or a locomotive, or a coach,
the going concern shall maintain that
at the expense of its revenue. If cap-
;ital has provided a b6 1b. rail, when
that comes out by being broken in a.
week or after 20 years’ service, the re-
venue of the concern must replace it.
If a company has 200 locomotives it
must maintdin them out of reyenue.
If some are smashed or worn out re-

He began by laying 82 miles in Cape
Breton, replacing 56 lb. rails. He
should have charged 656 1bs. of these
rafls to revenue and the other 24 might
have been charged to capital, though
Mr. Haggart’s method would be tp
charge all to revenue, Mr. Blair
charges $360,491 for these rails less the
value of the old ones for junk. He
also charges to capital $200 a mile for
the work of replacing them. The total
capital charge on that division, which
cught to have been paid fpr out of re-
venue, is $177,692. Between Moncton
and Truro he took up some 67 1b. rails
and replaced them by 80 1lbs. There
"Was a charge of $47,240, which was im-
properly taken to capital. Altogether
he should have charged to revenue
$258,548 and to capital $144,000. But he
charged $402,000 to capital.

the increase. Roads that made a de-~

Other railways have gained as much ;
business as the Intercolonial and the!

Mr. Barker then went on to show
 that Mr, Blair is not keeping up his
rolling stock out of current account.
- He is charging to capital new loco-
motives that are required to take the
place of old ones. He has a right to
charge additions tp the stock, but no
substitutions, and he is charging both.
Taking Mr. Muhifield’s evidence Mr.
Barker shows that ‘of the new loco-
motives bought only six were charged
to revenue, whereas at least 25 old
ones were condemned. ‘There were
really more than 25, because Mr, Muhl-
fleld says that those lent to the C. P.
R. were also useless. Therefore Mr.
Blair is not charging the income of the
year with the cost of maintaining the
rolling stock, and Mr. Barker shows
plainly that the minister spent $346,000
to capital, which was really required
to keep his equipment good. Perhaps
the old engines now piled up about
the road may be worth $46,000. The
pther $300,000 is an addition to the de-
fleit.

It is the same way with cars. In
three years the minister has added 1,861
cears or 20 per cent. of the whole at
the expense of capital. There were at
the beginning of last year 442 com-
demned cars on the line, and during
the year he condemned 146 more. He
rebuilt 223 and still leaves 364 unfit for
service.. But during that year he
bought 1,119 and made them a capital
charge. According to Mr. Barker he
should have charged 364 of them to
revenue, which ‘'would have cest him
$250,000. The result of it all is that
Mr. Blair's real deficit is' $1,206,000 in-
stead of $488,000.

The minister contends that it really
makes no difference, since the people
pay for everything, whether the charge
is against revenue or capital. But Mr.
Barker says that this method encour-
ages waste. If the I. C. R. authorities
know that a deficit of a half a million
or a million dollars is the same thing
as no deficit at all they will not trouble
themselves to take care of their stock
or to be prudent in purchasing. If
there are to be capital .charges and
revenue charges they ought to be made
right, and if the minister admits a de-
ficit or claims a surplus the statement
ought to be accurate.

Mr. Barker went on to show that
apart from these charges there were
large payments on maintenance of way
{mproperly charged, that votes taken
for one purpose had been used for an-
other, that the minister had taken a
vote for $39,000 for one service amd had
spent on it $137,000° without authority
of parliament. He showed that Mr.
Blair had paid $650 for advertising an
$8,000 job, while he was giving con-
tracts for millions of dollars without
tenders at all, For three engine houses
he had spent in advertising $1,364, and
he buys over a million ties without
competition.

A very good illustration of the min-
ister’s methods was pointed out by Mr.
Barker, For the St. Jehn extensions
Mr. Blair bought 36 acres of marsh
land at $475 an acre for the construc-'
tion of sidings and engine houses. Then
he bought rails and other materials
to build these sidings, paying for thém
$46,620. That was in the election year,
1800. Down to this time not a mile of
this siding has been laid. The crails
are not delivered there yet. He has
bought spikes enough for the whole 13
miles, charged them to the 8§t. John
extension, and had them piled up for
a year and a half. He has bought ties
at 30 cents a piece in election year,
charged them to capital, and has them
piled up rotting hundreds of miles
away along the line.

Another little investment is the Cop-
ver Crown Works at Pictou, where
320,000 was spent for sidings. Mr. E. N.
Macdonald was interested in that
transaction, and he was a candidate in
the Pictou election. Mr. Macdonald '
wrote tojthe minister some months be-
fore itha  election asking for '$17,500,
with another $2,500 for a larger yard at
Pictou. “And I ‘would like to ‘ask
that that vote be made $20,000 for the
whols. extension to the Copper Works
and improvements of the public  ser-
vice at Pictou. Any possible discus-
slon of the vote would be avelded  in

venue must replace them. If the road
has kept every locomotive efficient and
buys 50 more it may. charge . these
others to capital, but it cannot charge
one locomotive to capital so long as
the old ones are off working.” A

Mr. Barker goes on to show how
many rails were pla: on the Inter-
colonial before Mr. Blair came in and
how they were all ¢ to revenue,
though the additional’ weight might
properly have been charged to capital.

for a few days has developed very lit-

¥

| But Mr. Blair took amnother method.

tself had built the sidings.

that way. And there are other reasons
of an ortant - character . why this
should be made, which T cowld per-
sonally explain/to you better when I
see yow.” 8o Mr. Macdonald wrote
some months bef the election. 'The

. matter drifted on uatil six days be-

fore the election, when the company
Mr. Mac-
donald was the solicitor of the com-
pany, and just before the polling day ¥
Jhe "got’ his cheque for $14,000- The
Copper Crown siding has given the
railway no -‘business, but the transac-
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